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Tu diTideodd of £sst-lndia CompBuy, like 
^ those of other mercantile bodi^ bad been occds- 
tomed to fluctuate acooi^diugly as drcomstancee 
wore prosperoua or adverse. In 1766, the divided 
? Imd £:^r some time boon made at tho rate of ^ per 
'/ent per anuum. The news of tho ooqnisi^^ of 
^ the dovannj of Bengal, Bohar, end Orissa, im* 
'.^pressed tho proprietors with a belief that more 
might reason ably bo espcctcd, and at tho some 
'.general court in vhich the succoss of Clive’s ne> 
gotiation was ancouncedA a motion was made to 
^ raise the dividend to eigK per cent.; but the Court 
of Bireoton having delivered an unanimous opinion 
that the proposal was premature, the motion, in 
deference to their judgment, was withdrawn. At 
* IMil 00 the 18th June, 1788. 
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OBAP. ti\o next geoor&l court,* Uoitevor, the mihjeot of 
inoreASe of dividend wu again brought forward, and 
aa augmentation of etill greater amount was called 
for. It waa moved that tlie neat dividend should 
bo made at the rate of tou per cent per 
Tlio Court of Birectora, anticipating tiitt a proposai ^ 
for incroosng* tho divirlood would bo made, had 
proporod a roport the result of an Investigation of 
tho ComiwiyV affairs, with special rogaril (o tho 
subject of debate; imd tlidr conolusion waa, that 
tho oircumstaucce of the Cnmpau/ were not as 
to warrant any increase. Notwichstandlug this, the 
motion was pressed to a division, and waa dnally d&> 
tormined hy a ballot, tho rosult of which gave a vie* 
toiy to tho advoentoe of tbo propowd jneroaso. This 
was followed f by a proposal to niaku overtures lo 
Qovemmont for an extension of tho dumtion of tlic 
Company’s oliarter, on considaratlon of their admit* 
ting tKo State to ]>artioipate in the adnntagee of 
thoir recent ac<iuialtion.t Those with whom the 
proposal originated, indeed, manlfbstsd an exube- 

* Kdida4eii 8«pt. me. t uthNov. ndd. 

t Tbs oTMtion of (he new Beet'Iqdis Compaof, with wblah 
the old Ootnpuij w incorporated* was one of (ha varlons 
tfpedjasta rewrtod to b/ the embaxTaisod gorammsst of William 
the Third, to ralio too&ey for the icrrico of the State. The 
oapitcJ waa to be lent Co tho Crown, and at a itipulatad period 
after the repaTzeent of the loan the oxolnaivo right of trading vaa < 
to eeaae. Aa tho State fouod it oo&TEnieat to borrow, and ^ 
cult to repaj. other loaai wore aubecquenUf obtained, the 
for which waa ia?ariably an extension of the period of the 
Bojutee ef the exeduaive trade. The propoial roferrsd to in the 
taoLt, bowerer CEtravagaae m iu oharector, was, thnoto, to* 
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nsxcQ of eangv^e ^i>ectatlon vorthj of bumr 
kg! oliroo on 'w^oeo and fertility it ma 

baaed. In consideration of an estenaiou of the 
Cotopany's cbartor kr tliii’ty>oeT0n 70am, they ^ 
noroualy propoaod to assign to the 8tato all that 
^ould remain of tlie toriitorial rorcnuee after tbe 
oHl and military expenses of the settlements ^ould 
be pnJd» and after payment of a dividend to tho 
Company at the rate of fifteen per cent., to be 
gnaranteed for ten yeara. Daring that period the 
profits of the Company’s ti'ade voro to accumulate 
as additional capital. At its expiration, the Com-' 
pany were again to derive tbolr dividends ftom the 
profits of their trade; but if these should be iosof- 
doient to pi^ fifteen per oeni, the difibreace vss to 
bo made up .from ienitoritl revenues. High as 
ivere riro eapectations of the proprietors, they were 
not prepared to entertain this plan. The proposal 
was met by a motion for the previous qncstion, 
which was carried. This result was ftllowed by a 
motion, recommending the Court of Directed to 
take measures for obtaining from parliament fur¬ 
ther powera ft>r ex tending the trade of the Com¬ 
pany, and securing to them the benefits of tho grants 
and acquisitions recently obtained. An omendsient 
upon this was moved, embodying the views of those 
who’ bed supported the first motion, but with^t 
gpeoiUly refortng to tbem-^motionB of adjourn¬ 
ment sifts dis, of adjournment to a future day, 

eorduit vUh Cbe jufoolplM on which toooinmcHl«tion had previ¬ 
ous^ boea afforded mutoally Co tho Crown and the Gompiia;. 
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CHIP, wore mado> ood, after a protracted de1)atC| tho 
— . cornet broke cp, witli on ondentaodiDg tUat the 
subject ahould bo resumed at the quarterly coart 
which was approaching. But tho euccen&l result* 
of Clive's policy had ettraotad the notloe of o^on 
as well a* of the proprietors of Eost-Indla stock. 
Several months before tho discussion last noticed, 
the Duke of Grafton, then prime minister, had 
intimated to the chairman and deputy-chairman 
that the af&ira of the Bast-Indla Company would 
probably ocoupy the attonrion of parliament is the 
approaching sesaion, and that it might be eicpected 
to meet before Christmas.* It bad met on tho 
A.D. U6S. 11th November; and on tho 25tb, a motion was 
made in the House of Commons, fbr a oommittee to 
inquire into the state and condition of tho Company. 
It was oarrisd, upon a division, by one hundrud and 
twenty-nine against seventy-six: and it was thou 
ftathei resolved, that the committee ^uld oonalst 
qf the “ whole House*” 

On 10th» December, the court received orders 
to. lay befb^e the House of Commons a variety of 
papers, inoluding oopiea of troatiee and grants 
from any nativo powers between 1766 and 1766, 
both years inclusive; as well as of all correspon¬ 
dence relating thereto, and an account of the sta^ 
of the Company's territorial revenues. At the time 
of making these orders, the House also called for Si 

* * Ihu oommmiieatJon vu laado oaUie SSth Auguit. 176 ^ and 

at cbd next geoenl court ( 24 di Sopterober) wee tjuioosetdte^i* 
propriaton. ^ 
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fitattiiaeDt of all inoorred bj GoyemmOnt caiP. 

on aoflbtLDt of the E&st-Indi& Compaji^ dtoiog the 
p^od to wbicli thd ordor fbr copies of tho treatd^ 
and ffmnte applied. These proceedings of paxlia- 
xnent were made Icnown to the geaetal oourt hold 
a few days after the serriee of the orders, and the 
ef^t was to oroate a general improasiorL that^ mider 
the drcumataacas, it was not adyisahle to make any 
application to parliament. With referenco to the 
order for a atatomenc of expenses incuiTod hy Gkp* 
vemment on behalf of tlie Company, it was sag- 
gested th&t a comitor-statoment should be prepared, 
of ohorges thrown upon tho Company by the acqui¬ 
sition and prosorvadon of their posseedons, the re* 
duoUen and temporary reten^on of Manilla, and 
oth#" o&nsoa: but the Court of Directors, it 

was intixoated, had already anticipated the wishes of 
tho propriotors on thia point, by giving orders for 
tho preparation of such a statement. The general 
covirt adjonrued till tho Slst Docemher, on which A.n. 17M. 
day a motion, recommeiiding the Court of Directors 
to troat with the ministry and report their proeoed- 
inga, was carried unanimously. 

The Court of Directors entered on the duty com¬ 
mitted to them, but their progress was alow and 
unsatisfhetory. The ohairman, Mr. Dudley, writing 
to &>xd Cliye, says:—“ We have been, and still are, 
studying the wonts of the administration, for they 
themBoWes will not open then mouths to utter one 
syllabic.^* Parliament continued to call for further 
* thioted by Blr Joba Milcola la* Meimun of CUve, ?d. iii. 


c 


KiarOBf OK THfi 


CEAP. papor8> and general courtn continued to assemble to 
• hear that their ezeescire had made certain propoedRi 
and that the ininjfiters held thoir peace.* The stag¬ 
nancy of diaousnon was somewhat reliet^d by Uie 
IrrepteeRiblo activity of Mr. Solivan, who, being now 
out of tUo direction, produced a sot of counter-pro- 
poBala, Co be salnnittod to ministers in place of thoee 
of the diroetors, Tho qucstioti was rcfbrred te the 
deoisiou of a ballot, and tho dlrocton prevailed. 

The House of Commons liad colled for a vaxlntf 
of papors, but tlie committoe did not proceed to 
A.D.17C7. business till the latter end of March. It sat at 
intervals through the month of April and part of 
May. In the xncantlmo tho dosiro of tho proprh' 
etors for an inci'caso of thoir dividend continued, 
but tho ministers and the Court of Diroclom wore 
alike opposed to its gratification. At a gotioral 
court, held on the 6th May, the chairman reported 
the Tosulta of the negotiations between the Court of 
Directors and the advisors of the Crown, and 
prised the proprietors of the feeling entertained by 
the latter against an increase of the dividend. It 
was, notwithstanding, moved, that the dividend fbr 
the ensuing half-year should be at tho rate of twelve- 
and-n-holf por cent, per annum, and tho motion was 
carried. On the foUowing day, the House of Com- 
mona called for the proceedings of tho court at 
whiph this vote was passed; and at another general 
court, held on the 8tb, the Court of Directors 

* Tho dooumentary cornmuiiicatloni oa th6 ptrt of div oihiiBCy 
vere confined to % dagls f spw, whiob, lo fu froiu a^uftdmg ^ 
thdr vjewi, eoDftMd of ootlusg but a striag of qoMdoni, 
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ccauzMi^d tbos it ahoold be retidnddd. AA^ a obap, 
debate of ^reat length, a moZutioa was passod, to T!!!! 
^xe affbot that, lu tho arrazigement wltb tho minis' 
tore of tlio Crown, four hundred thoueud pounds 
per annum should beBOoured to the propn^bote. This 
did not (liifor eubatantially from tlie formor resolu¬ 
tion, as that suiu would haTo furnished a dividend 
of twolve-and-a-half per cent. On the day on wUiob 
this court was hold, Mr. Fuller, tho cbaiiioan of the 
eommlttoe of tiio Houao of Commons, moved for 
leave to bring hi a bill for regulating the Company’s 
dividends, and the motion was carded. The blU 
was brought In on tho llth, and lead a drat time. 

On the 12th it was read a second time, and ordered 
to be oomxaitted on the ISth. The object of the 
' UU .was to .restrain any Increase of dividend beyond 

ten per cent, till tho next session of parliament. 

On the 18tb M&y, tUo chfunnan rq^ortod to a A.D.i?sr. 
general oouit then Leld, that copies of tho resolu¬ 
tion passed at tiie piooeding court had been deli¬ 
vered to tho Duke of Grafton, premier, Mr. Town¬ 
send, ohanoolloT of the exchequer, and General 
Conway, one of the secretaries of state. An inter¬ 
view with the Duke of Grafton had boon sought, 

/ but the answer of that nobleman seemed to ofVet 
little encouragoment to the hopes of the proprie* 
tors.* The Court of Directors, however, had deemed 

* Us folloioDg is» oopv of it s—" The Dolce of Gnitoo pro* 
sents hie cowidim^ca to tbs Choixaiac sad D«pucy of the Seet- 
ladla CotDpsay; hii dne U slvayi at thtir oommand, hut bfowtu 
he caA esc tery Uttia effect from eay iaterview on tbs eubjeot of 
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it expedient to ^17 the effect of e perBooel confer- 
eoce: the ob^nuen aud deputj according;!/ availed 
themfleWcs of the expreeed readiaes of the minieter 
to recoive thorn; but all that the/ obtalsed wse a 
reference for hia views to his written meoage. Un¬ 
der thoee circTunstaooed, the Court of Blreotore ve« 
commended the presentation of a petition to tbo 
House of Commons, proeeing tbo claims of tbe Com* 
pan/} but modifying tbom b somo degree eo as to 
meet the viows of the administration. One of tbo 
TTiftin points in which modification took plans, ww 
that of tho period during which the proposed agree¬ 
ment between tho Crown and tho Company should 
remaiu in force. Tho proprietors had ro(iulred a 
oonsideroblo addition to the term of their cliarter, 
uid the oxpectadons expressed as to tho extent of 
each addl^on had Taried horn tblrtf-soTen to fifty 
/oars. Ministers would conclude no agreemest fbr 
more than thi'ee /ears, and the first oluisa of the 
proposed portion expired aoquieeoenoe In this 
arrangement. The fourth, fifth, and alzth ^uses 
proposed that the trading profits of the Compan/, 
and the reddue of the torritorlal revenue, after 
doduotlng the expenses of administration, should 
form a fund out of which tho Company should 
receiTe £400,000 per a dividend, tmd that 

the reeoIafiiMe of the geoeraJ ooort of Friday ]ut, whioh, di^. 
mg M uooh from the ideaj jointly Approved by the direoton cad 
the Ein^e Mmata, Appeer more proper fer tho judgntiDi of per- 
lienont, wlioee ettaitioa Co tho greet hu bw too often 
toned eude by &lUaoue eppearenoce of aoeommedUlos." 
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the vxp^m should be ec[ua 2 l 7 ^ dmded be^eeu the 
Cooupeu^ aad the pubUo, the ebere of the Ooistf 
belzig approprkteii to Ae discharge of iheir debts. 
The reraainmg clauses related to Taiioue pointe, 
fiBcal, militaiy, and ooxnmeroial, hit of ia&dor 
Importance with reference to the existing otrouca- 
stances of the Company. The debate of this day 
vta fierce and loug. At a late hour, a motion being 
made far a petition to the House of Commons, 
praying tiiat the petitioners mlglit be heard by them-, 
set VOS or their oounse) agamst the bill for regulating 
the Company's dividends, a ballot was demanded; 
and, as the bill was to go into committee on the fol¬ 
lowing day it was suggested, ooutraiy to usu^ prac¬ 
tice, that the baUot should take place forthwith. At 
nino^olook in the eveiiing it was moved and carried, 
that the ballot should then commence, aad contmue 
open till eleven. Agtinst this decision several pro- 
prlotors delivered a protest. Another protest was 
signed by the Court of Birectors, whoi also refused 
to ^point any scrutineers. Scnitineets ware ao- 
oordlngly chosen by the proprietors, who reported 
that the motion was carried by one hundred and 
thirty-eight against two. The debate was then 
resumed on the petition proposed by the Comrt of 
Bireotors. It was conducted with no less vebe- 
msmoe than that which bad preceded the balldt. It 
was finally determined to instruct the Court of Bi- 
roctOTB to alter the petition, by suggesting the pay¬ 
ment of £400,000 per to the public in pkco 
of tho pi‘op<^d partioipatiou in the Company's pro- 
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CHA?. Ots; Bfid 6 few minutes before fenr o'clock (n the 
£. n. 17a?. morning of the 19th May this memorablo ooort ad* 
~ joamod. The]) 0 UtLon praying to be hoard oomwel 
against the dividend hill waa preaected to the House 
of CoinmoQB on the suno day. A motion, to retjsr 
it to tho oonsidoiatlou of tlio oomnlttoo, bolng op* 
posed, the debate woe a(^ou7ncd till tho following 
day* A motiou succoodod for a return of tho names 
of tho propriotors who hod b^lotod on the day bo- 
foro under Buoh oatraorilbary oiroumatiuieea, and of 
tbe amount of their stook. It was opposed; but, on 
a division, carried. Tlie petition orlj^noUy prepared 
by tile Court of Directors, and whioh submitted tho 
proposolsof tlio Company for on arrangement vrith the 
Stalo, was prosontod on tho 20th, and referred to the 
oommittoe. Tho adjourned dohato on tho fennor 
petition was then resumed, and the potltion wau ul¬ 
timately rojectod. On tbe 25th, It was ordered, that 
it ho Oil instruotion to the committee to insert in the 
hill a clause rognlating the mode of balloting In die 
gouend courts of the Dast-lndia Company. On 
the 27tb, the biU come out of committee; and on 
the 23thI was road a third time and passed. On 
that day, it bad been determined by a ballot again 
to petition parliament against the bill, and pray* 
log to bo heaid by counsel; hut from tho feet of the 
bill having passed tho House of Commons, it was 

* Tbsre from the Journals of the House of Comaoni, 

to have been another petidon of like ohoncter from eortUQ pro» 
prieton ofEaBt<IndU stock, whiob waireferrod to Che eomialRee, 
and OQ Cho SSth of May Che patICioaorB were board by oouaaol. 

* 
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no lon^ of uiy avail to podtion there. Tho Com* 
})aQf» tlioreforo^ ad^rcsod their prajer to thoHouae 
of Lords; and, with & view to aid its anccesa by d 
pUdgo of modoratioTii paased a rdeotation a^aiiut 
any iuorooae of dividend beyond twelvo-and-a-haif 
per oent. fbr two years* But they wore not more 
sucoeeaful in tlio nppor, tlian they had been In the 
lower House. Tho 1>iJf was poflRod, though not 
without a pyotust against It aignod by ninotcon 
peon. Among tUo most poworhil opponents of tho 
bill was tho eblef juBtlcc of tho King’s-bench, the 
Bari of Mmisdoid: and his lordship is reprseentod 
to have condemned the procoeding as an ozertlon 
of arbitrary f)owot of which there was no precedent 
—os ou attempt to set aaide a legal act of private 
men, legally empowered to dispose of their own 
j^roperty, in doing whicli thoy bad violated neither 
the general prinotplee of Justice nor tho by-Iawa of 
the Company.* There is oorteiuly some force in 
the reasons of ^is distinguished lawyeiN-^be la- 
teribrence of p&rliamont to prevont a oommeroial 
oo*i)artnory raining Iteelf was at least an un* 
usual exercise of authority. But whether such in¬ 
terposition were Justifiable or not, it is certain that 
it was beuefioial, even to those who were ree»ained 
hyr h. The 63q>eotattoiiB of the proprietors }M been 
unduly raised with regard to the benefits likely to 
Morne to them £mm the territorial revenues: the 
Court of Directors sought In vain to moderate them, 

* Hardwlek Papers, quoted in Hansard'a PerUaAe&tBry His* 
tory, voL rri. 
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oad It waa onljbyfbrce of law that tbo tPiupomry gra¬ 
tification of tUoao extravagant hopea vaa prevMitoU. 

Few. kowovor, will b^evo tl»t tbe minlaten of 
the Crown took a vei7 de^ lotorest in prcaarrhig a 
trading companj from ^a consequenoea of a& tm- 
pmdont act Thd wealth behoved to be involved In 
tlio gift of the (lewaunf* and the desire to divert 
some portion of it uito the Englisli oxchoqTtor* most 
be looked to oa the real motives of tbeir interfer¬ 
ence.* The (question waa raieed, to whom Ujo newly 
QC^rod territory bolongod; but Its diacoaslon waa 
eooiewhst premature. The Company had in strict¬ 
ness acquired no territory, but only the rigiit of 
admmistoifng tbo finances of Bengal, Debar, and 
Oilssa; and after satisfaction of certain claim a, nf 
applying the surplus to Uioir ovu boziuflt. It nmy 
be conceded, that noltbor a Britisli aul^cot, nor a 
company of Britiah subjeota, eon a^olroor exaroiae 
territorial aoveroiguty, but in thia case there waa no 
eovereignty. The Bmperor of Pelhi waa the aove- 
ruign, and the Company waa hia zemindar. It may 
be true, that this rolation between the parties waa e 
mere fiction; but similar fictiona arc oonunon under 
all systems of government and law, and thero ia no. 
rcoaon why they ^onld oommand less respeot in the 
case of the Eost-India Company than In any other. 

* {Mliogs v«s sot oon^pd to (be zninuters, but ap¬ 
pear to have p«r?adfid the peopla Aldensaii Beokford, leader of 
the {lopuJer jrartf la the dty of London, ia reproKutod to have 
expreased, la >ui place in parlieiscnt, a hope that the rich 
done of the Co&paay in the Eaet would be mode tbo qmu c£ 
relie?jog the people of Sn^ond of loioo of their buzdsns. 
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Agsiziat public olsmour paflluaenfiaiy iuflueoM, 
it "WUf however, v&hi to contend; &xtd thrcug^iout 
tiie discussion which took place tcnoxig the proprie^ 
ton of EaBi-Indiaetook, the adroinlon of the State 
to a parildpatlon Id the profits of the dewaimy wu 
Be^umed to bo a neoomrf concession. A hUl, pw- 
vidlng for tlio paympat for two yoon of fbTir hun¬ 
dred thousand pounds por snnuin by tho Company 
to tlie Crown, was accordingly hroufht to, and passed 
into a law, without oppoeiCion and almost ^rithoat 
notice.* 

Tbo operation of the act for limiting the amount 
of the Company's divtdezida was restricted to one 
year. Before tho expiration of that period, eonsi- 
derahle idiaiiges had taken place in the ministry,f 

* By aaotbsr sot, of vhlob tto toodenej wu usqQoatioD&bly 
good, it VM looght to diomiiBh the pemknenu pnoded of creatiDg 
Aotitioue TOtas, 'Hw blU vu Introduced irith cepcdid reforeoco to 
(he Buvlndi&Ooiapui;, but, m Its progrew trough the Houm 
of Oetonona Its oporadon wai oitended to other dcoilar eetiu 
bUebnente. It provided, that tko one ehould vote in ony geaernl 
omut who bed not been poeMwad of bis qo&Hficstioa ibr 'tix 
QOOthl* 

t Thil midiCry. cJtbough tbo Doke of Ortiton wti its nounnal 
bead, \ra» formed by the colebrued S&rl of Chatham, but at a 
tfn? wUea Ua hsoltb vu lUling, end after bli dlsposiboo for 
pabUo busAeu bed loft him. It was Aw its eommeDeement 
weak snd tmitabk, possessing naltber (be &vonr of tbs oonxt, 
dw oonfidflnoc of the pooplsi nor say prindple of conserrehon 
wiflUn It vni foe miniilry so finely ndienlsd by Buiks 

m fos ftdlowlBg psssegs of onsof bis qteediee made an 

sdminiaEradazi so ohequsred snd epsdded; be put together a 
piece of i<HAsy w eressly IndcBted end wbimelcsUy doretaUed: 
a oabmet ao vaztouily inlaid; eucb a psoe of diversfied mo ia i«i ; 
BUoh a tosid.sftd peTement vrifoout cement, hero a bit of black 



u 


niCTORY OP THfi 


CSAP. l>ut no change in tUo poUcj maint&liiod towards tho 
— Bafit-lndla Company. A bUl w&s brooght fn to 
con^DUO for another year operadon of 
fbnaer act. Tbo Com2)any redsted this, aa they 
had roaiatod the former act regiilatbg’ the dlrideodtt 
but It passed both Houses by oousidordjlo m^oHtios, 
although, Uko its predecessor, it was the suhjaot of 
A<D. nea. a proboat in the Lords,* In tho tnonlli of August 

stone, and tb«n e bit of white ; )«triota end eoiirtlere t idng'e 
fr)6fldaand repubUcenir WIdge end^TWu) treaebenni frtende 
and open eaemiw'^hit Ic wesi bideod. avoiy eurion ihow, bvt 
Qttorfy uneaA to touch and uneim to stand D poo. IheooDMgnoe 
whom be bod assorted at the tame boards rOired at aob other, 
and were obliged to aslc-^' Sir. your name ?* * Sir, ym have tho 
advantage of me/ 'Mr. Bucb.a.ons, I bega thouaand pardool/ 

1 rentorc to cay it did so happen, that persona had a dngie 
office divided between them who had never spoken to each other 
to their Uvea, until they tound thorasaivcc. they knew not how, 
pigging together, heads and points, b the same Wucldn bad.''*— 

Speech oa Bapaal of the American Tea Duties BiD, April Ig, 

1974. 

* Tho protest oontatoi sb sections, aaeb stating and sntoniag 
a portieukr ground of opposldoa to the biQ. The tonrtii, ffifeh, 
sad alith are tbo roost Important, rafierring, not to tiie pMoltor 
oiKUDsttneos of tho Company, but to general prisciples. They 
BIS as fbUowa) *' Fourth. Because it appean to ua that to restrain 
the suldsat to tho dispoaltlon of bia own property, without any 
other pretosee than die more poasibllity of abuso (this bill harlag 
been oluody defended upon that ground), ic a prtoolplo unheard of ^ 

b any free country, and moat alarming to all the Mdhig and 
monied totereata of this kbgdom; it goes to the lubjcoting to the 
•amd reatrujDt, on tbo same looae reasons, ever y great oonpany, 
as well as every public or private atook, which may booagie of ' 
magnitude suffioient to tempt, to fatnre times, an impornrilhad 
tteesury and a rapadona adiBiruatretion. since no degree of tooo* 
coDfie oan be e security against mob auspidoo of apcsslhla&RU!, 

* and such a suapldon may be mode a ground for tsuttoulng an ^ 
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{bUovpinjb it wee inidstated tiiat tke King*& ministers o 

wora read^ to reoeiTe propoaaJfl from Gompanf _ 

HepQQl to the torrttoriel eoquiaitickns and ro* 
vsnuos. Xbe proceedioge connooted with the pass¬ 
ing of tho bill reetj^cting the amount of dividend 
have boon dotaileO at somo longthi hooauae th^ 
relate to the firai instanco in which pailiament 
Interfarod witU tho propovty of tho Compau^. It 

arbhnry mtrfdnt, uatil th« tobjoct ^udl mucnt to rinaos) his 
property oo «ucb tonrva u iLeil be prescribed to him. Fifth. 

Beeaueo thh ooaufll reitrelot tends lo estohliih t pnrpetoil iocsr* 
portion of porliimeat, i& decisnag dividsods for this Coinpei^, 

Aad» indeed. aS eonipuiies wbatsoerer, to the iaomus of that 
tnoit dsngeroui sod iainznous part of stock>)obbiAg which li 
oarriod on by dudostine iattDigenee. ud Co tiu vesting it in 
thfi worst of all handi-^oes of sdmiaiitncioo j for a minister 
ihnll bsrenftar aoqoire in parliament (by vbotever means) 
for chepnrpoM, may, by his poverof incresaing. 
dimlaUhlog. Or withholding dmdenda nt hii pleasure, bava all 
tho stockbolderi in these compsiuoa (a body exCremdy conudenble 
for wenlch and nnnbers) entirely at hie mercy, and probably at 
his disposal, to the Infinite morcsse of Che already overgrown and 
almost trresiatibls influence of tba Crown. Both. Baceuso we 
apprehend that this unprecedented pnotioe of declsriog dividends . 
inpfirliojnentnmy become a more alarming mode of undue Infiuouoo 
00 tba members thaiuelvea, than any of those which have hitherto 
10 frequently excited the jealousy of the logialolore. ahiceicfuciiahei 
a frmd for oorruption for greater than any hitherto koown^ fund 
in its smture inexhaustible, of the greatest faciliCy in Che i^plioa* 
tioc. and <pdte oot of the reach of all discovery and prosecution. 

7 a tidnk the principle of this bill the first step towards the Intro* 
fisttion of au^ a pew system of comption. and bore, tikmfbre, 
resisted it. lent ^ oonstitutioo should bsoosft totally perverted 
(rum the >wda for wdiiob it was originally setabbshsd. and be no 
longer voaeratedby tius nation, is giving secori^ to liberty and 
property, and proteotioa to the subject from all videnes and 
Iz^uitioe on the part of Ooveranat'’ 
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IS tumeceesaiy, tyid wonld be imuiterostlog, to 
BOB the snbseqnent nogotJetdoitt so mlimtd;, and It 
will be miffideat to state* that an Rgreemant&r flva 
years was effected between the OoTemmo&t Msd 
the Company; that ^ latter were pumitted to add 
to th^r dlvldenda* prodded tlie additioo did not 
exceed odo per cent, in any one year, nor Increase 
the ontho dl^1dond to a rato uxccoilinx twe1ve-imd« 
a^half per cent, per annum; and that tlio paymont of 
four hundred thousand pounds annually Into the 
Bxobe^uer was to be continued, suljeet to a redoo* 
tion, should the state of the Company’s affbin oom- 
pel a diminution of thoir dlTzdend below ten por 
cent, 

But this agreement did not remove all grounds of 
difference between t]\e Government and tho Conw 
pany. The state of aBhire in India woe onoo more 
unaatis&otory. The stoppage of Invcetmente in 
conseqnenoe of the want of meana to make then^M* 
the ill Buccoas attending tho war Hydar Alb> 
and other olreumatanoee oalonlated to excite alano. 
had determined Che Company Co send out cominiB- 
sioncra vsstod with cxtraordinaiy powers» and ftir- 
ther, for the protootion of the British domlDious 
and eottlaments in the East, they hod aolLcitod from 
the Grown the assistance of some ships of tho line. 
To the fomor project the King's nunisters olgceted; 
and though not disposed to refoso compliance wi^?^ 
the request for maritimo assistance, they wiahed ^9 
attach to it a eondildon to which the Court o? 
Bfreotors and the proprietors were alike hoe^e* 
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They desired that tbe ofBcer •who should com¬ 
mand in tho Indian soaa should be invested with 
tlio functions of a plenipoteutiaxy. This bdng ob- 
jootdd to, it was required that, is the political 
anangemonts that might be made between tho Com¬ 
pany and native states, that ofRcor should have a 
laigo and ostensiblo share, and this upon thagiound 
that tho British Crown was bound by the treaty 
of Pans to nainiruu tbo rights of certaJn Tncllau 
princes.* To Sir John Lindsay, who was to proccod 
to India in command of afrignto, tho Court of Di¬ 
rectors Ivad readily granted a cororoUsion to act in 
tlio Gulf of Persia- Tlw question of granting to him 
further powers was submitted to a general court, 
and, aftoi' waim and long-continued debates, de¬ 
cided in the negative. Ministers did not press the 
matter further, nor did tlioy persevere in insisting 
tho proposed commission. Two frigates woro dis¬ 
patched for Bengal, and in ono of thorn tho newcom- 
mlssionera, Mr. Vansitfart, Mr. Semfton, and Colonel 
Fordo, prnceoded. But their commis^on was not 
opened—tho ship in which thoy suled never reached 
its destination, and waA suirposed to have fiundexed 
at sea. 

A. most diagraceihl act of the ministry must now 
be noticed. They had appeared to acquiesce in the 
demslOD of the East-India Company to withhold 
from the officer commanding in tho Indian seas all 
power of interfering with the Dative states; but, 

* Ooe of vbom had, loog before tbe period of tl^ls negatiation, 
been deposed and murdered. 
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this, they wcrclly ^vc U» Sir Jolm 
Lmdftfty n royfll fftiimiiHsinju fonfcrring tUo jiowert 
vliicli tlic* C’niiij>niir hnd refuse^.* The politirnl 
inaxp(n)i<'n (7 of tliif art its lij^teat ftuUt. The 
iDca]»u'ity of tlic ministore who commlttad it aiiUcs 
Into iimigtiidconoo, wlioo cnmiiftrocl witU the crime 
of (Utflionouclixg tU© name of thoir inaatev by OPMH'i- 
ntinj; it will) a nnfH<mblu and MoaniialniiH diTC'pUnn. 
Tiio secret lilstoiy of tUiA procoodtK;; 1 nkirN[dn*(| 
after a few yeRrp> and it is at once c*uriouR ami iji- 
atruetive. 

It 19 iiotmioufl that the education of Oi^cntal 
jmnccfl <loc8 not pi'oj»aTO tlicni, in any degivc'. for 
tlu* atatioiift wliirli tliey dtHdincrl to occupy, 
rgu^muit, for tUu iin»«G jjorl, even of tlic hliUe of 
aocloty around tlwm, Uw*ir i/'iionmc^* of I buHnuoui 

politite, bildto, and manners is extreme. They are, 
coiisoc^uently, on easy prey for artful and unprined*' 
jdod adventurers, who, travcjijlnj^ tlio world lo <iQeet 
of forUuio, ore not au fastidioiia an to rojoot any 
moans of securing llioir oljjoct* tliongli Iraurl, fnlse- 
hood, and tiYYidioryi lx* among tlioTn. Mahomet 


* 7be Samoa of the men guilty of Uua meafi. doitwdlyi and 
pcMdiooi ooziduot ought to bo roccprded. pruiolpti raoiQ' 
bsra of tko tniniatry wore die Duko of QroftcFD, promior; Lord 
North, cbiincellor of Llio exelioquor j J.»ord Camden, lord cJi&n. 
coUor: Lord WsyBiouth, Lord Rochfbrd, ood Lord liilaborougb, 
aecreUnei of state; Sir Sdward Hswko, flnt lord cf tiio odsd* 
nlty ; Lord Oowor, proodenL of the council; Lord BriatoL lord 
privy aeol. Tlio monisUr immoJlstcly conceroed in the aegotia* 
tion with the Eaat-Iodia. Company was Lord Voymouth i from 
him Sir John IcQdaay received his coiamisnon. 
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All v&s dissatisfied; lie met with a sul^ect of Great chap. 
Brit^ namod Kacjthei'sou, who told lum that his — 
dissatififaotioii was jnat; be did more, he professed 
to bo able to procure liim roliof, and solicitod a com- 
uiiwicm fitini the Nabob cmpovrcTingliim to proceed 
to P^i(g:land fls m Accroditorl a^yent of Ills hig;5iiiea8. 
Tlicoljjocto of tbifi niiflKioii woro stiitctl by tbc envoy 
to }io, to raiso in tbc broiisL of the prfmo minister a 
fikvourablo fooling towards Iho Nabob-^ lay boforo 
him tlio diNtrcf* of tbo priiico, aiwl to sliow the ad- 
vniitago wbUdi wouUl urisc to the Britidi State from 
supportii^g him m what the agoxtt termed tlie lights 
of Ills ftiliajice.* The xccpib'od authority was given, 
aad Mr. Maupborson proceeded to Europe. He 
appears to havo leJiod in a great degree for tlio sue- 
oesR of his mission upon tbe Earl of Chatham aiul 
the Earl of Shelbuiiio, the former of tlicsc noble¬ 
men, though only bolding tlio oflico of lojtl privy 
seal, being regarded as the active bead of the admi¬ 
nistration; but, ou MacpUci’SOTv^s arrival in England, 
he found that in one of the many ministoria) changes 

* Mcnonal of Sorricea rezidmdto th« Nabob, fainted io 
ApiKndix I to Third Beport of Select Committee of tbe How of 
Commou. modo OD ISfit Juno. 17S3. WboQ Mr. Meephem^a 
y wae questioned in the Council of Madras (of which lie was 
auHsequently n iionixn*) as to the anthonhfp of thie paper, bis 
reply was, " that it was Imposaiblc for him to give a preeUe 
answer to the qacetion, the paper bmng Ttotho* wrote in bis band 
Tier signed by him, nor does the Present infonn him that be 
has received it from aoy aathorlty; it is a paper of cocsidenble 
leogdi, And re^ to transaetions prericua to his l>elag in Che 
/ Company's service/' Such an answer is quite eundusive os to 
the gcnnincneM of the paper. 

• C 2 
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vbicb about tlmt time ooouncd» botli tbo Ear! of 
Cbatbam and tht Earl of Sliclbume Lad rclirad from 
office. Nothing dittcouragod, linwover, he roaohcrl 
to ]iToccod with Ills cASi>-4nd ho oxpresBes bimaolf 
o]» diifl Riilijoct 'vitU a aonae of oonAclentiouB obliges 
lion truly edifying:—** Whoever,” aaya he, " had 
tbo favour of the aovereign. iC vtm my buainofta to 
interest him in tlio support of uiyMiijdc^yor.”* The 
justice of tbo Nalioh^s cnni]iliunta> nut] tin* inlei^cHN of 
tUo ambassador’s eouiitvy, U'cro socoiulary oonaldom- 
tions—his duty to liis cmjdoyor was primary, and 
uotbiiig could bo moro furtuimto, vlioro conacionco 
WR9 sosorupulouBly regarded, tbnn tlie fact that ilio 
course of doty to which tbo Naiiol/a omiBsary felt 
eoinmftted was, at tlie nimo time, tlio etmiPo in<ist 
likely to advance Ids i>oi'sonal intereslH. Acc^firdirig 
to bis own TO])ort, bo also oi^oye<l anotlior kingnlar 
piece of good fortune. Tlio minister to ivhom bo 
liad to apply was all that bo could wiah. “ Fortu¬ 
nately,” ho aays, '' tbo favourite and minister was a 
personage of the drst distinction—of the uoblcst and 
moat flteady pvincipleR; evoiy conaidoration pointed 
out bis grace as ibc member of the Biitlsli empire, 
whoso hdeodship and support, next to thoso of the 
Sovereign, wero tbo moat dcwmblo to tbo cause of 
tlie Nabob.” Ills grace’s virtues were, bowovor, but 
su1>oidiuate to bis position, for tbo Nal>ob’a advocate 
adds, but above all, tbo consideration of his boisg 
at tbo hood of afRiiiv, made it nccoasary to apply to 
the Duke of Orafbon.”t 

* Memorkl* ut tupra. t Ibid. 
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Hftviiig detdizoiaed to whom to ftpplji tlio uozt 
conaidentioD itas how to secure tho miiuster’e car. 
Maopherson bad no acqURiuttuico with tbs duke, and 
he fUc that witbontlutruductiou bo hod bttlo chance 
of ap])roachiug liim with eucccss. The defident 
link ill the cliaiu of cominunicatiou w&s aupplicd by 
tlio intorvoutiou of tlie 15arl of Warwick, to wlioni 
Macpliontou was kiumn^ and with a letter &om tho 
oarl in one Uand, and a plan fur tho administration 
of Indian affairs in tho other, tUo rq>rosoutntivo of 
tlio potentate of Arcot waited on tho minister. The 
dlploinatifit was a cautious as well as a perseyenng 
person. QHie plan which he presented to the Duke 
of Grafton WHS, be states, intended to sound Lis grace: 
bo was not less wary with regard to the nature and 
extent of his powers. He says I signified, in 
some degree, iny commiesion.'^ His caution was 
not unrcnsonahlc, hut it was unueocssary. His mis* 
. sjon woa too ogrcoabic to he slighted. He was 
invited to a second iiitcrrlew, and then lio became 
satisfied that “ it was unnecessary to act with 
furtUor roserve.” His grace, he states, “ spoke bo 
^ebsgly of the oppression uiider which the priucce 
of India laboured from the usuiped authority of the 
^ commorcial subjects of tho statc,’’f that the emissary 
was convinced that the ground was prepared for the 
seed which it was his business to coat upon it. He 
lost no Uine in opening hia client's cose, aud, accord¬ 
ing to his own report, availed himself to the fall 
^ extent of on advooate'e privilege of colouring. Ho 
' • MflmonaJ/ ut eupm. t 
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oxpatmtetl upon tUe sujicrior uiorifu of tlir Nabob, 
aliewQd tlmtbe vos Uio jicrwin to vlioin Britain owoil 
tho riso of bcr poTror in —tlmt bl$ attactiuivnl 

QU(] uiimiKio<l liononr to tbe Enj^lish were imparal- 
Iclcdanrl bciiijt thus led to the ho 

“ dwelt,” he says, " upon the porsonnlinoritw” of hfa 
jmtron ns “ a etafcesiinui and a ^(<*nl!<'niaii/’ Tlicneo 
diverging to tho Nabob'H wrojigK, Ui' Honglit tn llx 
aJid dcopon tbo alrt*ady awakened f»r ll«* 

minlstor by au exposition of tho “ hicllgnlly aiul 
ovon tyraiuiy" to whlcli tlic oxcmplary prlfico was 
Nubjectod. 

To wlmt extent tliu eloquent cx]i(m!HUT c)f iho 
KabuIj^B COSO illustmtod tlm won>ch<wen topica of 
lilij Rj>coch do<'8 not uiqiear. MiiC it iimy h<* emi* 
eluded with sflfoly, that he did not Ids uuhle 

auditor tliat tin) Nabob biul never |>0M<eK>4ed u ndli« 
Ury force t)mb was reganbd by bia allies in any 
other light than as an Jncumbrauce^tlint bo had 
boon ke])t ou the throne solely by the jiow'cr of the 
Britiftli aims—that his ^^inurite as a Ktnt(.wnuti” cmi- 
isisted in an alinoat matchlcw uoiuhinatlon of \v(*nk- 
nes»4 aud ^>criidy—and tlmt Ins claim to pnJHc ns n 
'• gentleman* must I'Mt, if It could iyp Huatdnod, on 
bis rojmtaUoii for mcannoaK, fabiolioorl, and cowar¬ 
dice. Sucli :a the nq>ort of history, ivliatover migljt 
bo tlmt of IVfr. Macpheiaou. 

Having concluded liis haraugue, tlio advocate 
pi'Qsentcd his letter’s in attesto^on of hU autbo- 
i-ity, and produced what he calls the “ credential pre¬ 
sents.” Mahnmct All was aw’are that presents are 
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aji inJi^ponsablQ Qtuiliarf to diplomacy hi India, 
and lie not unnaturally sitppodo tbattlie nnio 
piactiou ]irevaiIofl In Europe. Dut Lis adviaor 
ouffUt to Imvo known hotter. He, bowe'^or, re- 
jiorUnl to Iiix nifwtcr tlmt ho had tondonwl tho pre- 
Mi'htH. hut ho tlirl not proloiirl thjii tliey wore ac- 
copU‘il, Thu dnko, lie wyn, ik'flluod to rewivo 
Uu*n), hut auctk)ii]>iuuc<1 liin roriisii) hy a donlarntioti 
of Ula ilotonnination to x»v<‘ tdl hia iiifluciico ux 
uijnUor in wippoii of thi' <*mwo of Maluuuot All. 
Tho julnnratiou au<l gratitudo of tiko NaboVa coni- 
julHsIniior worn uahomided, luul ))o represents the 
spooch ill wliiclitlio duke's gracdous uiawor was cou* 
veyod, as doing “ lionour to tho minister of the boat 
of kings, and tlio first of nations/** Indeed tho oflbet 
of his graeo's benignity vaa altuosi more than tbo 
(lijdmnatjc functiouary could hear. “ Ovcv>vhoIiue<l," 
myx he, “ with the iKkhhnjoss of this luuuver’'—the 
<*(>nu(>cUou (if til 0 cvAWj and tlio unusedlueiico is not 
very clciip—“ uvcrwludniod vitli tlie nobleness of 
tUlw answer, I look up tho pi'osonts and oAfeiodtlicui 
in Uio name of tho Nftht>b to hts grace's secrotary, 
Afv. liiadBliaw/’f but itnppoirH tliat Mr, Bradshaw 
was not loss inexorable than lira supeiior, and re- 
ftifiofl tlio olFw wifcli w^ual docisinn ond more wwmtb. 
Aitliough siLcii a result must have been expected, 
Maopherson I'opresonts it aa ombanassing him. 
lie feared that bis employer would not believe that 
men who would refuse hie presents could liavo any 
soriouB intention to aorvo him, it being an estn- 
* * Momoriid, ut enpm. t T\nd. 
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blished principle bi tlio Eaat never to refnso a 
preeontt whether the rocoivor intend to eervo ^lo 
dnnor or not. Anoeber fear oppressed the n^'tatod 
mind of tho Nabob's ropreBCiitatiTC. The rofUsal of 
l>rc 80 Dt 8 would be e tiling m new and strange to 
Ids illnstrious employer, tlmt bo apprcUotulcKl tt 
w'ould bo atUibttted to bis ncgloct of jironeing. At 
a subsequeut intorviow^ Iw, viOi au amlnbio eoiulour, 
staU'd Kia foRw. TUo duboV flocretary pnt m end 
to thorn by a ]n'Ogmmt remark. After compliment¬ 
ing tbc negotiator^ by obsorving that, from tho con- 
fideiico reposed ui biin by thoNid)ob, any ropreecn- 
tatlon wlueh he might make must l>o credited, tlm 
polite secretary added, ‘‘ But we do not wish him 
to judge of things from tboir repi'csiniUtlon, but 
thoir event. If bo lind bis (^nuKc 
boro, and the consoquenl ofTovts in hhi situation, you 
willhavo loss difficulty in persuading him tliat tlio 
ministor can bo his friond >rithout roceiring his 
pi'caents "• 

The minister had refused to bo })ril>etl; but fhitlj 
iu tho all-potent influonro of money lod to a pro- 
])osd wliicb It ^vas bought could not fall t<i bu 
ngrccablo at t)iQ treoeury. It was twofold; and tbo 
mmlstor bad only to chooeo bot^vecn tbo support of 
public cix>dit by the purebaso of a considorablo 
amount of stock, and a moro immediate and direct 
benefit to tlm exclie^juer to bo derived ikim a loan 
at a very low rate of iiitorest. Uatler 2 ^retcnc 0 of 
a sense of the seomity of the British funds, as com- 

* Mofflori&i, ut £apnu 
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p&rod with thd preearlous tenure of property in 
India, and of the Nabob’s desire to make proTision 
fbr his younger children, it was proposed oa the 
part of that prince to invest soventy lacs of rupeos* 
in any puldic stock that the minister might name: 
or, it prerorred, to lend that sum, or ovou a larger, 
to tho British govern ment at two ]>or cent. The 
proposal came to nothing; aipl jirohably the minis- 
tor thought that tho chiuice of realizing it was not 
great. At the tinio when it was made, Mahomet 
Ali profoBKod to bo surrounded by pccuaiary difli- 
eultioe; arul, indeed, such was bis situation through¬ 
out tho greater part of his life. This offer was, 
notwithstanding, ono of the means by which the 
favour of the English goTonuneiit was sought. The 
Nabob’s agont contiuaed to pursue his avocation in 
various other modes. Ho wrote pauiphlcts, and 
JottoTS lu tiio nowBpapoi^ proclaiming the royal and 
niliiistorial dotcnniiiatlon to support the Nabob; 
and to give these publications groator weight, be 
dated them from Arlington Street, where the Bake 
of Graihon resided. He caused mticles calculated 
to serve or flatter the Nabob to be inserted in books 
published by otbers, aud those articles to bo broogbt 
prominontly to the notice of the advisors of the 
Crown. He laid befbra ministora a suggestion for 
passing an act to restrain the Compajiy's servants 
from iuberferiDg with the government aud succes- 
siou of Indian prinoee; and this proposal was made 
with oqiecisl reference to tho ^tuation and w^iea 
• About £700,000. 
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of Maliomet All. Ills jntri^fuw fnnicrit<»<l cliller- 
cnoes botwQcn tlic CoRjpany JuiU the socvniito of ihc 
Ctumh j Rn<l ho to<ik o^lvant&ffO of tho apfation, of 
which lie miw r main cnufle, to push tUo olyecte of 
his iniKHion. “ I aviiiloU mjTwlf/’ says he. “ of tlio 
TliK^mtc'S wblcli subsisU^d. or wore rntlioi* comiiioiirinj;. 
Ijotvvcon hlK ^Ticii OR 11 rat lonl <»f i]iv tmvHiu'v ami 
Iho Imlia drwcWrH, to ouforeo (lie projjrlel.v of 
(lorlliig tbo NivbiiTh'** ILIh labour M'um iml thrown 
away. The ininiKtry rc^solvod Ui Nu|i]iurt Mutuniud 
AH; tlmy rcRolvcd to dlrnhiisli thu jmwur.autliority. 
aiul iiiHuonro of tbo Kuat-india (Dfinipauy; but t 1 j <7 
Avcixi too weak to reckon npon eaiTyju^r nut (boil* 
dofli^ju oiK'uIy. Still they \voiii<l not ubundou it. 
They ilclernihiud to eIR'ct their ol^icrl by any 
tnoniis; mul or it roubi not he ucnmiplishcd ofxgily, 
il \viui to bo acliiovcil by atealtli. I'ho HCTrc‘t cnui* 
mission of Sir John Limlsay was tUo reMuIt of thu 
rnissiou of hfr. MacphorRoii. 

Sir John LImlaay. on lurivlug: at ACadram pro* 
cecdoil to asauino tho ejccrcisr of ilio hlj(h poweix 
with whicli ho waa inveutod. I to annouuciMl in tin* 
govonior and council that ho wia lliulicarDr <tf leit^^rx 
>iml profienisfrom the Crown to tho Naboli of ArtJot, 
ami Invited them to grace tbo delivery by giving tludr 
otU'adnnee ou tbo plcniimtcntiary. Thia wiw ilo- 
clincd, and an angry carposjiondoncc cniuniciieod, 
wliioh wfts Hiibscquently continued on subjects of 
mure grave iinportaiicc, Hyder All Vos attaokotl 
by tlie Kalirattns, and both the bclligcrouts wore 
* MojneriEi]. wt aupru. 
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desirous of tbe assistance of tho Kuglislu Tlie f^o- 
▼eraiDonC of Madras wisliod to maintain noutrality, 
but bad they felt at liberty to join either party in tlio 
war, tlioir inclinations wo)Ud have loti thorn towards 
ilyder \]1. On the contrary, the Nabob was dis- 
posed to favour the Malirattos; and ho succeeded 
in eiilistiuj? llio kin^V |>lcni]ioLenliary ou hia side. 
On this diHcrcdlbiblo portion of the British history 
of India it is unueccwsiiry, and would bo indnLercst- 
inpf, to dM'clI. Tlio Court of Direrlons on bocondng 
ac<|i»unlu(l with tlio powers bestowed ou Sir John 
Idnclmy—liio first intimuCion of wldcli was derived 
fVoin Madras—romonstratod against tlie course taken 
by Ibe ministry, of wliich, it may bo presnmetl, tho 
latter wore in some degree ashamed. The powers, 
indued, wero not withdrawn, hut a cliangc was mado 
of the pcrtou to whom they were eutnistcd. Sir 
ilobcrl 1 fjudand wta ajipointod to sncceod Sir John 
IdndKay, and the Court wore informed that such iu* 
Htnietions hiul boon given biiu as left ** no reason of 
appit'luutsinn to the Company/’ 

In the moantiirio, tho govermnont of Mtidrns had 
lieoomu iijvoivod in hostilities wltli Taujore. Theso 
arose out of disputes bctwovji thu iUjah of that 
country and Midiomot Ali. Tiic foitreaa of Volliun 
was attacked, and takou; the city of Tsnjore was 
hetfiegod, and would probably have fallen, had not a 
prexuaturo peace been concluded by the son of Ma¬ 
homet All.. The cooditious agreed to by the Bajah 
ijf Tnujorc ixot beuig tierforme<l within tho stipu¬ 
lated tinte. hostilities Tecomnionerd. TIk*)* termi- 
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natotl in the surrender by the llajnh of the for- 
—•* tren of VeUuu, and the dlatricts of Coikddy and 

lilAsgad. 

The now ploiii}JoteDtiBi 7 , Sir Robert Holland, 
A.D, 1J71. Imd urrived in August, 1771. Notwithstanding hia 
fx]lr*gcd iDstructione wero such ns to leave " no rea¬ 
son of apprehension to tlio Compaiiyi*'* Uls conduct 
WAS even more oihcious nn<l claiigennui ill an that of 
his piedcocssor. lie entered into negutlalinnH u ltli 
tbo Mahmttas, and involved limisolf in oixileas dln- 
putos with tlio governor and council. Ho iically 
departed, In gi'cat wrath, having ncitlier oflured to 
tho governor nor received fi'ojn him the courtosion 
usual on such nu oecn8i<iii. On tlic folly which 
sajietioned two rival ILnglisli aiitliorllles In Indio, 
each thwarting tliu other, uud tims tcmlliig te de¬ 
stroy all reepoot for the nation to which they l>o- 
loQgcd, it would be usolesa to dilate. It Is suffi¬ 
cient to ohsorve, that it was one of the weakest 
and most Topi'oheusible nets of a juinistiy, whoso 
confidonco iix themselves was equalled only by 
tho distrust with which tlioy wore nnlveTsally re¬ 
garded. 

Tlio annoyaiico which tho governor and council 
received from tho conduct of Sir Robert ITarland 
was not the only s<mrco of disquiet to thorn. Sir 
Robert Ifleteher, it will be romombeivd, had hwa 
concomed in tiro mutinous pi’ucccdings in Bengal, 
aud for tins offence ho had, mi dor the sentouee of a 

* Letter &ora Lon) Rochford, otio of his Majcs^'ji secrob* 
riot of etate, to the Court of Dirceton, April, 1771. 
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coQxt«inartj&1» Ijoen most justly disraissed tho service. 
The proprietors, however, had thought proper to 
restore him—a most ill-judgod exorcise of icaity. 
Sir Kobert FlctcUor could sot plead vraBt of ez}>e* 
rieneo in oxtonuation of his gailt, and that guilt 
WM greatly aggi'svated by his nuih. It was parti¬ 
cularly his duty to sot an example of military obe- 
dicnco to thoao vliom lie commanded. Whon that 
duty was /bigottcii, and tim Induoncc of hia lank 
given In aid of the cauBc of mutiny, neither tho 
crimo nor tJio daugor ww of ordinary character.* 
Xhoflo ohvfouB trail 18 were, lio\7cvor, forgotten or 
oast aside in the zeal of peraonal friendship. Sir 
Kobert Fletcher, on his restoration, was appoieted 
to tho chief command, and to a seat in council at 
Kadras. There be soon became involved in violent 
disputes with the governor. Being ordered to Tri- 
ohinopoly, he applied for a passage to England, In 
onlcr, AS ho rcpicscntcd, to attend his duty in par¬ 
liament, of which body ho was a mombor. He was 
informed, that when ho hod set an example of mili¬ 
tary ebedieneo, any representation from him would 

* To give a prettnee for die rcstomtion of Sir Robert Fletcher, 
the procMdi&ge of the eourt'inartul ^rere referred to General 
l^wrenee uid Geoend Celhaud. Tbo revieioa of the sentence 
of % eeuTt'Dftrtial bf two prirots officers baring no sndioriCy 
‘whatever to pve an opinion on the subject, wae extnordiniry, 
and die oonduet of ths rerlicrs wu not less so. Unable to And 
nosoDS in ffis evidonce eubnuttsd to them to justify the neoiD> 
ncndstieawhkh they were expected to five, they sjctended tlieir 
inquiries to that which hod never been referred to them ; tod in 
.regard to Sir Robert Fletcher's former sorviecs, recomounded 
that he should he restored. 
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jreceivo duo attculion. The lesson wbicb he lind 
already rcceivod “ivas prolMkbly not lost upon him— 
lie pioccecled to TrieWoojwly, and took diargo of 
the fortross. The connoil thcD pBUScd & rceolation, 
tiiat out of respect and venomtiou for tho llouso of 
Commons und tliclrprlvilogvs^ no ini ]io<)iment should 
bo olTored Ut the hnniedi&t<' K'hmi of Sir !i<ibrrl 
Klotclier to the dibchaige of liis tliily in llmt m- 
Botnbly. 

lluhiro thin tniiiHartiou, tlic* govern men C of Miuli’an 
had boon engaged in aiding MuhnnietAli to punish 
certain Polygaw \tl»i hiul «fll*mied him. They soon 
aftcrwTiiHls gratified hrm, by mnking war upon Tan- 
joTC, Tlic country wns Bulxlucd, and tin* Itr^jali 
made )»ri>ioncr. Sjtftce ecu not ho nllhi'^h'd for a 
minute ui(]imy into the .jiuili<*e of tliia \vm\ hut it 
wfiB at toast <|uostiou&blc. Malumicl AH lind long 
thirsted for the ]ioB8C8siou of Tanjore, and tho Kn* 
gttsti goTonuneut at longtli induigod him by liB 
conquest. Tho Dutch bad jnu’cliaood of tho H^jali 
tho town of Wagtito and its depentlondcfi; hut tiioir 
rotentlon of Uie jnirrlinso Nvas alike diragronahlo to 
the h)uglUli and tlio Nnholi, ami an anmigcmcnl 
wna niude for its surrcndi^r. 

It is now iiorcflaary to glance at tlio a flairs of 
Bongal sabsequoutly to the dopnrtuiv of Cli>'c% Tlie 
govonunont of Mr, \^owl8t» wlio Hucceedcil to tim 
chair, afibrcN litclo clcserviDg of uoticc. lie inter- 
fered to protect tho Kmperov an<I the Vizier from a 
menaced invasion byAMaleo Shall, piwjccted an un- 
RucccRRful expedition to Nepanb and concluded a 
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now treaty with tko Vizier. Mr. Verelst was suc- 
c<M?tied by Mr. Cartier, the jirlnnpal ovciita of wlioaa 
adniiiiiatrAtinn were a dreadful ^unine, and t)io death 
of the Nabob iSyt'f-ttl-DowInli of emall-jjoi. The Na¬ 
bob was fiuccuoded hy ius brollicr, Mobarik-al»Dow- 
Itdi, a 1)oy about Loji yomi4 of ag(‘. On tho clq^arturo 
of Mr. (Jaiiier, Iiih |)lacK> wiw occupied l)y 'Warien 
wild luul bc'ou brought from Madnu for 
tho piurpoHo of mxccocdiug U> the cimir, of which ho 
took powcHKiini iu April, 1772. Among tho cavlicat 
ftcU of Ilia goverumoat wjw mio llttlo calculated to 
flocuro, oltlior to Idiiueh or IiIh country, the confi- 
douco of Mtivea of muk. For this act, howeier, ho 
not Kaqjoiiflible; it was forced upon him by tho 
oi^ders of liia auporiom. The Court of Directora 
wore disaatiaded, and not without cause, with tbo 
dTianoioI results ofthoir gOToranicut in Boagal; aud 
tlioy Imd rcBolvod to discoutinae tlic uno of Uio 
luftchinery throxigh which tho offico of dcwaii bad 
hithortft boon cxcrciHod—to dli^jKUWo with the native 
agency, wliicli it Imd boon doeniDd nccoawy to 
maintain at tliu head of tho revenue dcpoitmont, 
a!id to commit to Kurojican soiTonte tho diRchargo 
of tho fbnetiuna witli wliich tlie Company hod been 
iuvostod by tbo Etnporur. But this was not all. 
Reports piojudiciai to the character of Maliomofl 
tleza Khan had reached tlic Court of Directors. 
They had travelled through no T(^ular or respect¬ 
able ohannei, and originated, it is believed, in tho 
intrigues of Nuncomar. Unhappily, the Court of 
Difoetora liatenod to thorn; and owloi* weit* scut 
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cRi.?. out to seize Meliomod Resa Khan, liis fiunilv, par- 
vni ' 

.iisftos.'fiud adJierents, imd detain them in custody 

till his accounts should be duly, examined. Hast- 
inga lost 90 t^c in executing tliceo orders; and 
ftsioog tbo parties appre]i(!uded Vas the gallant 
natire Sliitabroy^ whose service to tho English 
* might have saTcd him &om such an indignity. Al¬ 
though tbo Court of DIroctom apoin to havo bc*on 
' aware of the cha«,cter oY Nuucomar, they rolh'd in 
a great degroo upon ovlclnnco which ho M*aa ex^tcoted 
to produce for cstahliahiug the .charges agaiust his 
rival His zeal mdccdj could not be questioned; 
and Hastings eollvcnod it .by a^ipointing liis soru 
Qoodias, treasurer of tbo Nabob's housohold. This 
appoiutmcDt Ilnsthigs defended, u{fou the ground 
that the young man tlms favourcwl was of a ohanictcr 
opposite to that of liis father-r^ilocicl, giuitir, and 
witliQut disguise; andtluftNuncomar had no authority 
but tliat orlsiug iVom hie aaceudanej over the mind 
of bis son, Xlioxe con ho uo doubt that the honour 
bcMtotfod on tbo sou was virtually l^towed on the 
falhoT; and tliat tlio iniluenco of an abloy intriguing, 
aud unscrupulous man liko* Nuneomar, would be 
unbounded over the mind of ono in whom the habit 
of filial respect hat) prcjiarcd tho way for the ready 
surrender of his judgment, and who possessed no 
share cKhcr of tlio ability or tbo guile of Us pai’cnt. 
Hastings, however, could be little (Iia])OBcd co trust 
Nuncomar, and there is no I'Oftsou to conclude that 
he then enterteinod any hostile feeling towards Ma¬ 
homed Boza Kb an. As fat ns can be disco verod, 
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bo WAR actuated, only by a doaiic to corz^ out tbo 
vioTVB of kia cmphyoxfi; nrltl in the means whiclrlie 
ado^itcd to coiicilUto Ntiucoalar; vithqut) oa lio bQ> 
bevcd. truetiiig him, lilujudgniorit was*pED^^^inoie 
to be blamed tbaa bb intcntiona. Tim inquiry intd tbo 
conduct nf tlm ilrpoacd Nuil> .advanced pfowlv, nml 
tbo couniicmDUt of liiimolf and Ills awcuito Siittib- 
Toy, in conawiucncc, ww prolmctvcl, al¬ 

lowed l)io vast in/liicnco of l]\o chief ]>Hsoncf, and 
tho noc<wiby of bieakiiiffib before any oflicieiib pro-' 
cwtUn^iB cmiiil bo iwlopU^i, ivp ilic rcaaoiw for post- 
poniup; tliom. Tljniip^li tedlons* the Inquiry \vafl pro¬ 
bably ibir; for Mnluimod Ho^aKban wa« acqajttod. 
Shitabroy partioipatc<l in tho oequiUab and dis- 
miBsod with oxti’aorritruuy umrlcB of honour. 'But 
these wore ineflbotual 6o iheir intended object of 
eootbing hie wounded spirit, Ho died sboctly after¬ 
wards, and hia deatli ia nttrikaiod to the combined 
Inilucnco of grief and of tlio dobilitntlug olTccta of 
tho cltmnto of Calcutta.* 

Tho Nabob was a minor, and in tho abolition 
of proviouB antlioritiee it bocamo noccasary to maho 
proviBlon for Uia guardianfibip. The ohoico mado by 
Hastinga of a guiu'dian for the infiVut princo waa 
certainly an oxtroordinary oao. In auch a'-atate of 
Boolety aa that which prcv^ls in India, whom women 
of rank neror emerge from aooluBion, ezoepting 
under very extraordinary circflmfitAnces, it* could 
scarcely have been anticipated that a femalo would 
be selected for an office of state, and still losa such 
* Sacte'a HUtory of BeDgoli pogo 4AS. 
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a fomalc as was cho>»on for tl)i' /pinrelian oft lie KoboU. 
Theolycct of tlio gnvernorV clioirc vvoa 3 k»- 

ffiun, a favourite inmate of tUo harem of llccr JaJUpr, 
tliu mother of K{»njum*Rd*Dov)ab, but not of the 
Tci^niiig ]>viiiee. Uostings dcfbuilml tills step, oa 
tlio grouHil that the only man w)io roulcl ]>rctrnil to 
Ihu truHt was tlio tirothcr of Mcst Jafller; mu I tlial, 
M bo lm<l a numcToms fan illy. l1u> ijillui^iai* of }tiH 
own ambitfnii or that of IHk kojk he 

oua to tliQ life of till* ynuu/j Kaboli, TIkti* ik un¬ 
doubtedly foi'ce ill cl)in ol^jueUoii; but If a n'jpinl lo 
tlic safety of tlio yuuug; Nabob remlercd it mJvivihlo 
to sock a^ardian from tho gen liar ia*x. then* ncoiun 
to bavo boon no for exeludln^f from tho 

trust tlio prince’s hujcIkt. who was yet living, nnil 
against whom no oxce])tlou spponn« tn Imve existed. 
Tho character of tbo poraou actually chosen wuh unt 
such as to justify tho iii’Oguladty of setting asiilo 
tho suiicrior cltUms of the Nabob's mother. Provi- 
ottsly to obiaining tbo favour of Moor J'afflor, Munay 
Degum lind been a public danciug-girl, and in the 
exorcise of this uccujmtion had atti'nctod tlio Hutico 
and woHt tlio adhetious of tho inoHlor of Dengal. 
Her roimtation, H is not to ho [UTHuimii, uwi (*blu»r 
hotter or woiw tlum that onlhiarlly iimlutfibu'd by 
tho class of penons to wlilcli she hidoiiged—mid 
tho cliaractcr of the danciiig-girls «f India is too 
woU known to need doscdjiliim. It in not snr- 
prismg that, when tho annnlK of tho riidiim gov<*m- 
ment wore afterwards iwfliduuusly searched, to fiinl 
matter of acciisation nguinst IbiNtings, thlh i»xim- 



BRman rmi'IHr in ikdia. 


35 


orr 1 iiini 7 aliould Lavo ^Tcu riw to ono 

of tlio rlinrgr‘.«i piTforTcrl np;iun8t Iiini. It bwi iicvop 
Lpct! satiHfactojily oxjilitiiKnl, luirl sooniFi incapabloof 
reiwonabUi oxiiloDatlrni. If lioticstly lawlc, it wxta 
moHt (ilHcroditablo to frnatinp<'Kjuil^<'iit: in ^Imt- 
over roi(tom|>Uito(b it in ti blut upon [\w nilnii- 
iii8ttitl(<iii, and it ww ouo of t]j<« niaiti Krairroa of tiio 
dihiinb't ofblH 

Ihit U W'UH not umIttT <jf inU^rnui jS'^fidiition only 
that oalbnl for tbo ntU'iiDon of llu* ^ovonior. Tlio 
lini|a’n»r liinl n'|K'uiccIly prt'k*.t'i| for tin* a^Ktunw 
of ilia Knglinb U> rnabio liiin to iiuir<*b lo IMUi, but 
]iiu1 invQrialdy ]Hvn rolnaod. In thv Malirattua lio 
foiDht mniy* roinplacoiit ulbes. iiy tlicm ho 
coudu<*lcd to tliu \t]iWQ wbero Uls auccatora bad in¬ 
du'd lu'Mi «i>\H*r<'ignR, but wlicn'. lnw<'Ypr )n« aitna- 
tion Tnl|flit be cIiB^iN<*d, In* wjw but tbo aliadow of a 
])rin<’e. Tlio Mulirnttaa ucTor work witlioiit lliidr 
l>rico; and part of tlio imyineut of tlieir norvicos to 
til a limjiorop w-us tlio Inuiafrr U* tliem of tlio dlfl- 
trietK wliicb Inul boon iu»ipn*d for hia auppe^ti la bis 
arraugernout wUh iKo liritinb ({ovcmniont. Tlmt 
govoniment now i'(*niniod llio dixtiieta, a inraauro 
not nnjustifinijlo, os they lud been tmnaferrocl to 
their oiiuinivs. It wax, at tlio Biunc timo, roBolvod 
to dlBcontinuc the iiaymeut of tlio annual tribute 
to the Emperor. This, too, aa a temporary oxpo- 
rlieut, wliilo tUo Emporor waa leagued with a power 
dangerous to tlio British Govemmont, or ratliw waa 
ontiroly at tlio morcy of tliat power, was a nionHuro 
of ordinary precauUon. But it was nut ax n toiu- 
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poTOTj oxpoilient tliat tliis tnuosurc aOaptod. 
It T7a8 luiU clown by Uio governor ami council mi 
expit'KS coiulitlnu of ouy fiitiiro ocrangcincnt with 
tlic Coinpauy, that the Emycror should he required 
to rcnouiKtti hiy clftiin both to tlio arrears of tho 
trilmto (ind to all future ]«iyinoijt« for ever. Thin, 
it wax urged, wontd ho only a jiwt rccoiiiponHo for 
defciidiiig agniiiRt tlm MaliraltnK IiIm poRHcsKioiiK iu 
Korali and Allnhahad, in tho ovont of Ihidr heiiig 
rcstorod to him. Another roosoji wim AAHigned for 
this proceeding, and, in the opiniou of tiio governor 
and couueil, ouo of ovon greater weight than tho 
fonner. “ Wo ciro jiwtifiod/' wud tlicy, “ liy tho 
8 trtnigc.*r ]dcft of alwolivtc uocoasity, lu iJiHiKtiiig upon 
it, as our rovciuit'S arc; u(t(^rly uriulde to an]qtori nny 
longer so luiiionH iiu expeiixcO’* “ Indexed,’' tliey 
observed, iu addressing the Court of Directmv. in 
auswor to some uompUinUi wldcli liad rcaidmd tliat 
authority, “ tho state of our treasury rcuclcred it 
imjiiacticablo to comply with these jiaymonts, or 
with IIkwo wliidi ho (tho Eiii]ioror) would doubtless 
havo eoutinued to domand in full of his sCi]ioud, as 
it was then cinjity of cash; hesidoe that, tlio great 
amount of our debt at interest required our first 
attention to its dhnmution and the immediate 
diflc'hargo of tlio Interest upon it, inetcad of squan- 
rloring arniy tho wealth of tho Company ou a 
pageant of autliority from whicli you can uover 

* loetruotions to HuCiaga on his deiArtnro to negotiatu with 
tho Vizier. 
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Ucrbe any real benefit.”* No minute eccrutiny into 
tljo modvcK of the discontusuance of the Compaoy’e 
stipend will bo Ecccssftiy. Thnt which had dictated 
the poliey of Vonsittart, dooldcd also that of bis 
successor^ 1 fasti Dgs. An Oiiipty ti'cnsnry bad led to 
the dotlironcmout of Moor Jofllor, and tlio earn© 
cause dopiivod Shah Allum of that by which 
tlironcs avo supjsortod.t 

* ScoroC Letter from Soiigal. 10th I>cccmbcr» 177S. 

f 'i*hc (liitoODUnuanco of the Cmpcror’s stipend wvs not n aud> 
don tltougbt. It appears to itave been loo^ meditated aa a resource 
under fiutuidul enrharraseeicnc, and it is painful to find aucb l&n* 
guogo as die following uldresasd to the Government of Bengal from 
homo ; it oeours In the oourac of some Initructions relating to the 
withdrawal of a brigade which hod been etarioned at AUababad. 
After giving orders Jbr this step, the letter proceeds thus:—''The 
effdote that we look Ibe. fmm withdrawing the brigade, will be 
oitber that tho King will put himself in Shoojah>ad*Dowlch*a 
]>owcTj follow the brigade, or ding himself into die arms of the 
hialirftttttSi or any other power wlio will give him hopes of nn 
array to conduct liica to Delhi, either of which wtrald bo for more 
eligible tliau Oio i>rcaQnt jarring syatem. If he put biuself into 
SliooJoU'ad'DowklPs power, lie. as vizier, sriU peeacaa himself of 
t)io power of dlsixMiog of bii rcvcoues and of the royal authority, 
end wc sluill be no longer cabamssed with his meehlaotions to 
excite us to a rupture with &hoojaU'BiI-DQwIah; if be flmga bun- 
self into tbo hands of the MaJmvCtaSi or any other puwor. wc are 
disengaged from iiim, and it mny open n fair opportunity of 
wdthholdiog tiro tweuty-rix laea we uow pay him; but the moat * 
eligible for us would be to have him follow the brigade tho 
Behar province. In that oue, you must inform Sboojab*ad* 
Dowlah that, by rirtue of the treaty of ABobobod, we, m guana- 
tecs, esteem the King's posseesions under our iimnediste pro- 
tectioo, and that we slisU repel any attempte that be may make to 
possus bimself of them. But, thoogh this language is to be held, 
we do not moon that you should engage in a war with Shoojih-ad. 
Dowlab, even though he should possess himself of the King's 
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TIio Bpn/jnl GoTommont Imd asslfrnptl n^ono rra- 
8011 for (loi>riviiip tlic Knip{*rop of Ills stijKnitl, Iho 
oxi>ongcp iiirurfec] in clofcndini? his torrltofial pos- 
RCSMiouH. Tlioj had recorded tbeir opinion, that If 
tlio lOinpciMr 6lum)<l inaku overtures for renewing 
his lOlinncn >vith t]ic Coii\])nny, Iiih right to n'clium 
UiP diHtrlcts formerly owigiu'd to liliii could not 
ho (ISsputod. Nolu'itlminiidinff th(‘ nvownl of Uicmo 
views, tlio torritoiy was dlsiiosf'd of w:t)i no gnuitor 
coreiuou/ than tlio stipend, The niotlvo wliicli wiih 
tbo most powerful in lending to tlio dlscontluuanei^ 
of the lot tor jironiptecl also to the transfer of tlio 

poMcuionij ao interest of t)io KiuffhdDg of tlutt imporCanoo 
lo IIS AS to pUinge ii" into a wAr'^^tkimjicuiyV Select i«otCcr lo 
ncftc’ih llUk Noinwlicr, 17Ga. 

'like Uiifurtunnto Kmiiccor luul < vidcnlly for some tiiiiC Ucni 
regarded as as inaimbrnncc. It wns au ohject to lul of tUc 
Lribule, if jicwiUc; hut if tliat could not be accompIlHiicd. itt lenM 
to Bccuro Its expenditure w^hin the Britlsli posAc«Bi<mi, In d 
J otter, irrittcn moro than two yem after tlie fonnsr, Uiis port 
of the subject Is restiincd. The GovenuDcnt on direotod to 
Tccoiumrud to bts Mujesty to take U]) bis ro^dcaco witliiA tbo 
liriUsli jirovmcCA, witli a view to Lisiiersonsl safely \ sad tkoy oro 
ibiisfurUicr Instnictccl :^"To this pics must be sddod iba U1 
cffrrls of tikc continusi dmina of tlio npeeicof neagal, onacxiouat 
i>f bis AJiuiisI tribictc. whicb, vrboaearned beyond our poMCMJema, 
must in a grral dcgrcQ bo lost to Uio nccoArnry cireuintion, and 
niiLy jircvcnt that punctuality In our rcmitlnnrn wldeh m’u binv 
liitbcrto rauiiitjiiiicd, and muy in time wboUy inruistciUlo uh from 
fuIiUiiiig U\c AtipiilAtions we ore i>o drslrous tu pn*<K!rve inviii* 
lAte."—(^ dctbI Lcicer to JicngaJ, 10th April, 1771. 

Ihc return modo to Ibo Kmporor fnr the gift of llio duwanny 
was certnjoly not tiro tnoat yinoiouH, It is true that tlic faTcur 
only gsTO the Appnrnucc of a Jegai title to power tluit was Actually 
in our jiciaesBon; but tlio buperinJ fiirt was gmtly coveted, and 
ought to have been duly rcincmborecl, 
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former. TlioEmjjerur^g ctiatricts of Korali anil Alla- 
Uabad wore codcil to tlio Vizier in consiclorotion 
of fifty hce of rui>cc«, twenty of wliicli woro to bo 
jtfrtd witliout (lolay and tlio remainder witliiii 
two yoate. In adiliticni to tboeo pnymeata, bettor 
toniifl 111 an bail pTovioiwly bot'u <»btiuiied wcio bo- 
cured fbr tllc use of tUo Ilritiali truopn to bo snbso- 
quoutly omidoyod iutbo scyvico of tlio Vizier. Tbis 
advantage wan important to bbo BritinJi Govciiunont, 
and tho Bm vico of a British force was at tlmt time 
lU'dciitly dcairotl by tbo Vizier. Ho entertuiued do- 
sigiiB of invading tbo I)ooal>> and attacking the 
lloUillaa, and ^Y{u« desirous of obtaimug tbo asaisb- 
ance of tbo Englisii Govommeut ia tbesc attompts. 
They declined giving liim any assistanco towards 
the former, but woro not iudispOBod to idd liim in 
tbo htber. 

Tbo ground of tlic pi'ojiosod iavasioii of llic Ho- 
Uilift terrUory >va8 the iion-fnlKlmout of certain 
IKJCtmiary Btinulatirms outcrud into by tlio Itoliiila 
chiefs wilh tlio Vizlorin considcratiou of lua hitev- 
Yontion to drive away tlie Mahmttae. Tbo Kobilbis 
wore backn'ard in completing tUoir avrangcnicuts. 
and the Vizier had thus a plausible cause for wai’.* 

* How fur a Joel ono la uiocrtain, os differeot accounts are 
grvea of tlic tranaactioii out of wliich the war arose. la Aiipeii' 
dix No. 91 to the Hftfa Ikport of the Comzuttce of Secnc; of 
178I. Chore appem the following alleged Cnmslaiaon of oa agree' 
ment oa the port of Che Kohilla sirdan with the Vi^, piofcee. 
log to be sealed in the preaeaca af ^ Robert Barker, the com- 
nandcr of tiic English brigade :—** Tba Tizier of the empire, 
ShooJah.ad'DowIah, alioB establiah tlie Hobillu tiidara in their 
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But his rtesfgna oxtcn<lc<l beyoDd tlic inere enforc 42 - 
moBi of his pcc^^Tunry dciutuids upon the RohlUaB: 

poMewioiie> oUiging th« Mahntaa Cd tcEuc, other hy 
pcftco or wor i thte to depood oa the plMjere of the Vltier. If 
nt thw tirac, without eitbo wnx or peace* the MoLrettaa* oa 
necounC uf the rtuna, ahall crotf* nod retire, And after (ho ex* 
plration of Uio nuny aeunn they should rijpun enter the oanntry 
of the lUhillna. choir expulsion :a tlio Uieinesa of the Vlxhir. 
'11)0 Itohilla ■irdue* in coniKX^uoneo of Ihu alnm*, Bgr<« to pay 
forty lacs of rupees to the Vizivrin Clio following nnmtn?: n* tho 
Mahrattiia uc now la tho country of Cho Itoliilln alnl«r»* lliuV'iwr 
of the empire sheU march from SOiewaliad as far as may W neent. 
ea/y to cnahlo the faroUloe of cho Itohillas to ieavo the jungle and 
rotum Co th^ habiCationi; ten laca of rupoea* in apeole, In part of 
the shore sura, eliall tlioa be paid, and tlio foauioing tliircy laes in 
tluee yean from tlic ng of the year 1180 Fuasiili, “ 

'fbis ogreemeDt is re})ca(edly referred to in the CagUsli official 
oorrcapondenco* Sir itobert Barker, in a lotCcr to tlio select 
committee, dated 24t]i March* 1773* eayn: '* YcKtt*rdny I liud a 
visit froa Hsfis lUlimut and Idsoxcellcflcy Cbu Vixivr* wlien tlio 
situation of the aftura of the liolullas wu dehatsd* 'l1io com¬ 
ing m of Hafiz has auiiagod Ills exmliCDoy & good deal, and 
u|»oQ coadition of the KoliLUaa liamodiatoly oloariag off the lust 
your'e treaty of forty laos of rupees* It has been determined to 
u/Tord tiicir fiundles and oountry preosotion from the raysgss of 
tlio Msiirattas, of which Uig Nahub [vizier] it to pay the Company 
twenty Jncs for the port they uiU toko in tkoir protootioB: hut* 
in dohulc of the f ulfilling of this sgrecaont by cho itolullna, hia 
oxeolIcQoy ogroca to pay tiic sum of fifty lacs of ru]>eca to Che 
Company for their aid in putting him in possonlon of the Itoliilla 
diatnets. commonly known by the territorios of Hafiz flclunut." 
'ilie select commlttco, by letter, dated tlto IfiCh April following, 
nutliorisod Sir Bobert Barker to accept the olTur of half tlic forty 
laca for aiding in protecting the country from tlm Malirattna, 
but forbade him to procee d further witii regard to the re* 
m^iung port of the Vizier’s purpose witbonc fuller instnio- 
tions. Such in cho English account of this armngemcAt. In 
a Ufo of Hnfiz Itchmut Khan, written by his son, au abridged 
tronslalioQ of which has bssnpublisliyd by Cho Orienhd Itea^A' 
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lie meditated tho conquest of the country, and its 
OJUicxAtion to his own domiuiona. In tliifi project 

tkn Fond, th« tnuxMotion U tlius re)fttod:«"A MCoQd de^u£a> 
Uon WB| lent, wIkso the MQ3in.ttBB Agreed to accept forty bca 
of rupoos, provided tbat KUoo|a!i>od'DowlAU liimidf reapeo* 
ubie for dio puyenent. lltc N&wab [vbier] doolincd eouHog 
into tucb an ungogcuicnt, nnleaa Ilafiz govo lum t Iwnd for the 
nionoy* adding timt ho would nut bavc acted oi inodlntor but 
from rrgnrti to llndn, whose coiuttry was now invaded. The 
wJiule of tlie AiTgliau Rinlnra octrenttd lluiis to oonKUt. jiroinmng 
to contribute tlicnr quoUM towards Its dUehargo, on which the 
dood wnaoxnouutl: ond Siioo]ali>a(l'DowlaIi having rnado hlraaelf 

rcaponaibtc Co tlvc Midirnttns, they quitted Kutheir. 

Wlien Hafie lieinnut arrived at BorelUy. Iio aeot from his own 
troaiury Avo la^ of ropoca to hdiooJah«ad>DowIali, In part'poy- 
neat of hia bend, but each of the urdan pleaded pororty in 
excuse for die aon-fulfilraent of tbeir engngeaieat.''—life of 
Hailr, j)Bgca 99. 100.—The aubacquest hiatory of the tnasaction 
ii thus given rwAt Uiis period tbo vedccola of Mahajec Sdodia 
and Tookoojeo HoUcivr waited on Hafis lUdimat wkU a maasage 
from their mMtarii purporthig (hot itwoa tbeir intenUon Co attack 
SliooJab'nd'JlowlBli, and projKiring tliat. io die event of Kaiie 
joinuig tho confoderaey, half tbe eountry wbieh they might wreat 
&om tbe Kawab [visierj diould bo given Co Llm; or, if he praferrod 
remaining aeDtor. they would make ovnr to him Sboojab*ed- 
Dovlah'a bond for cbo forty lace of rai>eM, on eeoditioa of his 
not oppoeing Chen while crewing the Ganges, or during tlieir 
mareb. lliey, moreover, added, tliat In tho event of bis rejeecing 
both diese proposirions, the Mabrattai would lay waste and plunder 
his conatry. Hafiz answered, Chat through life he had made it a 
rule never to join Che infuleli in oppoeing the faithful; that be 
would not be allured into a deviation from the pad; of duty by 
tbeir tompCiag offers, and eliat he was ready to atand by tbe eons^ 
quoneesvrlildi might ensue fron such a decision. Ho£z Hebmoc 
maAf, known to Sboqali-ad*Pawlab tbe propoaicions of tbe Mali* 
rattu, —{rf that bo would withent delay prepare Ins army to 
take tbe field, adviacd the Nawab b> lose no Kme in 

guarding die Ghauts, nnd conoludcd by requesUng the return of 
his bond, oa the money, for the peymentof wbieb Sboqah*nd*Dow- 
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the governor of ]iengal clearoiw of etJgngiiig, 
^tlioug)i Ijv felt CliAt tlio question iitvolvecl very 

lah hod mode Uimoolf rctponoiblo. had ootTet boeD oect, nor eouM 
U be »uiii««od thot tbc Nowid> [vizier] would aov cooiidet hie ai> 
gogemeut bli\(liag \ oj o necowuy cooacqucocc pf nbioh, hla chum 
uu Hcifiz ccAMd, 8 boe)ah-od*I>owiiib dbpatclied 677 ud Blioli 
MucUlim, 01 1 lie vakeol, to ezprcei liow miioli he felt indohtod lo 
Kadz for hie couduet o& llio ocewion, In cnrnifituiicnLc Ui him tho 
omoj^meiite winch liod been mule fvr tJio of Uieznny, 

and to })romlM the rcilitulion of tlio 1*00(1 iw eoeti n«i Ok* Mo 1 i* 
rottu were do&etcd/* I’p. 1 Q 7 « 106. *' HrAz llchinut, wlUi uoly 
two thouaand men. uerehed lo A^ubjiore but in the even lug he 
wna jeuiod by MoUlbooVn Khan uul Mooatukcero Khsn, with 
eevon vhousand men. and during tlic nigbt levcnil oClicr airdara 
arrival; so tliat hie force lunountcd to about twelve lliouiaiid 
Iiortc uul foot. Slil) the o/fioors wore unwilling to engage till a 
mCRMngcr urrived from Shoojnh>ail-])ow]a)i. to dealro on bnmo* 
difvtc junulion with hU army, lu ho pTO}Hncd tu at luck llu Mnli* 
tatlu wit];out deluy. Thetrooini wtKO ioiniudlntely put in mulluo. 
and in the genend octron which eiuued. tho hfahnutos were ou:n> 
jiletsly routed/' Pago 109> “ On the relum of Bhoo}Rli«od*I)ow> 
lah to Oude. Hafiz aeat Mahomed Khan and Akdoullah Klioo U> 
demand the rooBtuOcn of hla bond. Tlie Nawab [nzicr] douied 
having mode any prontie to restore it. or hi^ng autborleod hui 
vakeel «o to do. The agente of Hafiz urged dm gcnertmlty of tlicir 
maetor'a conduet in tofuilng iho tompdag oflbni wliioU hnd been 
made to him by theMsUndtoo. ead prodscod tbo Kawab'i [vizior's] 
iettore, whereby be bound himself to abide by the eogngnncnts an* 
tered into by hU vakeel; tlioy ihereforo lozisted that the Tokocl 
should bo oallcd in. lo doclara .wUetlicr or notlio Iiad, on tho bobalf 
of the Nnwikb [vlsier]. engaged to restoro the bond as aoon as tho 
Malirattna wero defeated, Bhcdi Muddun was accordingly aum- 
monedi und declared that he liod made die prooiac by luitlioriLy 
from the Nawob [viaior]. Tills the Naw^d) denied; uud Bliah Mud* 
dua, ladignant at being charged witli fhlscliood. retorted It on Sboo* 
j(dj*ad-Dowlah. llic agents of Hafiz supi>orted tl ic Sludi. uid ex* 
pceased freely their oirniSoos of tlic Hawab’s [vizier’s] duplicity, ond 
the partio separated in anger, MnhomcdKlianaadAbdooUoliKLim 
returned to BaroUy. and reported the 111 success of their mission: 



BRTTBH EMI'IHE IN INDIA. 


43 


heavy tcaponsiWlity. It ajjpoars not, liowovor, that 
a regard to tlio j\iflticc of the project at all embar- 

but Hafiz did Dot find It convccIeoC to come to &o opeu ruptore 
with tbc Hawab [viuor]. and was thorcFore obliged to stifle Via 
roeentniciit/' Pp. 110 . 111 . *' At thle time, Slioojali-ad«PovlaU 
was eDgAffcd in on attempt to oxpcl tlio Mahi'actaa from tlio ptr> 
gunanlii of BtawiOi and Shekoabud. to wbicli Hnfu ol^cotod. 
alotiug that thew jicrgunnulia Und booi given to liia family by 
Ahmed Sludi Doemneo; ami ultUougU Uy the chancca of war Lo 
had been ootniiclU'd to ivlioqulab tUem for a time, yet titat ho liad 
by no Tncajia giron up lila olnira (o lliem; thut oven at this 
raomonl Itc Imd it iu contcfnjklation to send a military force for 
tho expulaion of the Molirattn aucoll; and that 6hoojeh*ad> 
Dowlak'a preaent conduct wan hig^dy uogcncroua, and hi* 
ooDMteot witii the fKcndahip which had lo long aabalatod 
boCwccn tlicm, Tho Nawob ^viticr] ropUod. that the p«r> 
gunivdia in queaUon having boon oonquered by the Mabxattaa. 
tiio claim of Hafiz, on tlie plea of a gift foom tha Shah, bad 
entirely ooased; that be felt Idreadf aa much at liberty to invade 
these perguiinaJis ns any other part of the Malimttn territoryi and 
that having been euccossful, be should not relinquish tho oonquost. 
Haiiz ag(un urged the ptunt in stronger tarms; when the Nawab 
fvisicr] told Inm, tliat he would coiiaider about die icetontion of 
tho porgvanalis, and in the mcoati mo deslitd that Ilaflt would dis • 
oborgo the bolancc of tlilrty-fivo lacs of rupees dno on Ins bond; but 
this wu msraiy to afford iiim a protort for invading Kutbeir, andfor 
this purpose ho began to aasomblo his army. As HailnRebmut had, 
during the last few years, lost Ids best officers, end ceuld place 
UkIc confldanco in those who roniuoed. he was eonscioos of his 
inal^ity to oppose 8boojah*ul>Dowlah, and therefore offered to 
pay as mucii of the forty ioa os the Hawab [vizier] bad paid to 
the Mahrattas: but this propoaitioe was rejected, and, with a 
British foros in addition to hia own, 8boq]ah*ad*Dowlah advanced 
to the Ganges. Puhar Stag, the dewan of Ha£x. strongly ad¬ 
vised his master not to risk a battle, ind offered to find funds for 
the pt^meut of the tiurty-fivelaca of rupees, if Hafia would petout 
him to wait on Ccdouel CKaaploD, tbrougli whoso inedletioa a 
reesoaable period for discharging the debt mlgltt be fixed; but 
Wafit said, that oi hs bad not tho moony, and aa none of the stodare 
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rftMed ]))6 coiijO(Herndon of its c*xj)p<lioncy. Tliis is 
no uiiclwritable punnij^o, for liis roflectlnns on tho 

were wining to oonlribute towards tiie pa^aest* !» would not 
bnrrow, dbc] wu ;|iivpRrcd to dlo ia dercace of bit country. Puhar 
Sing sginin ofifred to procure the aooey from come MuhcjiDi. 
but HeA» would not eauunt, observing^ that os Le must die soao 
time, be could not full in R better ceuac." Pegrs 113. U.l. 

Hjc account of Eiio native wibicM ii itry cirrinnatAiiLiRU but 
there la no opportunity of ^objecting Inm tn cmnR-cxiimiiMtian. 
Some (uronmstiuica in iue nnrrativo seem unprobnhk. wore 
npceinlly tlic presumption of ShoJi Muddun ui sAlnning ()mt 
whiob bis master (knic<b sad. suit would s]ii>cnr, witiiout uiy 
stronger motive tltsn a rrgord for Crutli. In lomo letters from tiir 
Itoberc Barker, written bnfere Clio cooclusion of tlie treaty above 
quotcdi reference is made to a project entertained by the Vi^er 
oF octing M n nieJistor between die Hohillos cind tiis Mflkmttiis, 
his design being to obtriiu a !tugo suin From tho former, and to 
give a email one to the Inucr. In another lotnr. dniod the lOtb 
May, 1773. Six llobert Berkcr saiys In consci|iiCQrc uF tiiu 
retreat oF thcMsbrakt&e towards die Jurann. die Uuliillim ant but 
little iuclincd Co porForm their ogreoraenU, aud nlrcsiiy begin to 
lieeltate from motives tlist they deem die defence clfotod tUclr 
country by tbo Bnglisb forces and dm Viskr equally neccsjuiry fur 
the protecdoD of Lis Ciccolleucy'B donuoions, Unit no Cerxas 
of accommodation have been sotUed with tlio Malirattas, by wliieli 
only a iierinmieut juace and security to Uieir possessoni can be 
insured lo tlicinUioC the Molirsttas may return to them the 
nuit scBMO, sod with equal pro]>riflCy demajid tlio performaoea of 
their treaty with diem for tlurty-ilvelscs; will wo, in diet case, bo 
snswcrablo to dufead tbur yioascMiuns or prooiirc an utaUisbed 
jxmec between tliem and the Mahrattas F” 'Hiis sconui to Favour 
tlic native eccoant of tlio tnosacdoa. Hic cose is Fuxtltor cm- 
barmsoed liy a siattmunc of Colonel Champion, mode four days 
before die battle with the itohiUoa, and wJiicb, moreover, is ot 
variance with tho aaserdon is tlio nadve account that Hafis tliea 
refueod to negotiate. Colonel Cliaoipion says:^'* Sines my 
letter of the 17 th to die Governor. KafU llcbmut has, by letter, 
exproMcd earnest ioollnatlons to come to an acoommodtitioa with 
the Viucr, which has been the cause of my luddng here to-day. 
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aubjoct ftTQ upou record. He thought that the Ro« 
hillae vcrc daugcwus to the Vkior, “ tlie only useftiJ 
idly of the ComiJaiiy f tliut they could not be relied 
on to oppobo tho Malirnttas, but, ou the contnny, 
■wero likoly to join ^?ith tlmt power m attueldog 
Oiulo; that tho acquiwtion of tin* lloUilla country 
would bo very bojioficml to LlicVizlor oiid the Com- 
jjfliiy, iimaiuncli ns it would strengthou tlio fit)ntiQi* 
of llio fonnur, without ixjudoriiig tlio country less 
to tlio forces of iXie latter—would give 
tlio Vijsior wealth, of which tho Company might 
expect to pirtake, and security, without diuigorous 
mcrenao of power. Lastly, ho tUeugUt of forty lacs 
of nipcos, which the Vi»icr had promised as the 
iminudiato reward of the desired service, and of the 
advaiitage of having a large portion of the Company’s 
nrmy supported at the expouse of Ihcii* ally, which 
while thus ceasing to bo a charge upon tlio Com¬ 
pany’s ^nances, would ho ** employed usefully for 
their intorosts, and convoniontly for koopisg op its 
own discipliuo and practice in war.”* 

Still ho hesitated: the circumstances of the times 
seemed tu demand caution. He reminded the Board 

Tbo Kaboh [titier] dtims no lees foui two croret of rupMO, and 
uq1«u he gwatly abates his demand, it is not likely that an ami* 
oahifl decieion esa take place.*' How the forty lacs had beosme 
swelled to two ororea is not etplamed. On the whole, fols nuty 
be regarded u a strlloBg instance of the difficulty of ascertnioing 
with exactness the tmfo of the details of Oriental history. 

* See Minute of the Prandent, Select Coosaltatioiu. 26th 
Nov. 1778, pQbhsbed ia Fi^EepoR of Conunittee of Seoreoy, 
1782. 
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of the public clnmour vliirli prcvftilr*! at linnicv of 
tlio notico wliioh Iiitliun afliun* olitaiiii^l in iiarlin- 
nicnt, juid of the avidity with wlilHi the »iiiiiHtPi'« 
of tlio Crown \\<A\U] wixe upon any fnlhc stop in 
tlic ni‘|>roAehiiig no^rotuitioim fi>r tlio of 

tho Company*H Hmetor. With roferrmT to all 
llicfle conHhlcruthms it was finnUy (letrmiiiK'd ti<i{ 
lo dcclijK* the invitation <»f tho Vision )kiI in 
^vo Nuch an nnHWur nn wnuhl prohnbly inihion liim 
to >vitli(lraw it.* Tlio <'nn<lnrt nf tin* Vv/Aft ^^'rv* 
nearly aft undociile*! lU* that of tlio JlrfllBh (hiviTii- 
nient. ‘ For a time he I’eft’ninc'fl fisnn furtlwT ealMtiff 
on them; hufc> urtceahriof iutcvval, he lahl elaim lo 
Uieiva^i^tnnce, Tlio ICnglfsh hriftmlo* under CoUiqgI 
Cbamiiloiu was aecordin/tly put in motion; and on 
tho 23rd April, 1774, gave battle to the Ibilulhe-, 
and gained a com pic to victory over an army <if 
abont forty thouftvud Tnoui eomnifuided by Uatix 
llclimut Khan. About two tbousaml of tho enemy 
fell on ^ic field; moro than fifty piecoa of cannon 
were taken, and Mnndaida witbout number. The 
Viaicr innuifcated tbo most dafltardly (mHillanluiHy. 
Tho night bo fore tho battle, ho ivfaaoil Colonel 
(1iajn]>ion tho uko of aome picrofl of cannon for 
whiph ho applioil, and urged Idm to deelino tho fight. 
Finding the British commander inexorablo an tb<* 
last jioiut, ho prumiwd lo suji^iort him with all 

* There had previously been Mmc perBoad coismunication od 
tho subject between tlie Vracr nnd tbe Buglisli goremor; luit it 
hod not produced any result, cxce])t n slight rDodi^codoa of the 
Uargiun for tlio ode of tbe Bmporur’a teRitoma. 


marrsn £Mi»niE in India. 


47 


Ills force, and specially with jl largo body of caTaliy, 
to aol under Colojiol Clmrapion’s diroctioDS. In¬ 
stead of this, he ronaiued inaclivo at some distanco 
from ^0 field, surrounded by his cavalry, and 
a laiyo train nf artillery uncniidoyed, till the nows 
of the enemy's dc/l»at rrar1ie<l him. II is cavalry 
thou inovi‘d with aihnimlde celcvlty, jnishvd into the 
oiioniy’s ciini[‘, and carried >>11 nnuienhc |dunder, in 
tst‘a8uvt'»elepluuitw,eaniels, ctvni)i cqv\ipaf;c. and other 
oflhetB. Tlie Com[iftny'H Irooiw, j^istly indi|pmnt at 
the conduct of iboso of the Vixiov, aro Miid to have 
exciainiod—“ Wo have tliu Iionour of the day, mid 
tliceo banditU tlio ])roiits/’* 

Tlic contest was now virtually decided. The ob- 
sihmto doConnioatioii of a oMef, rmmod l^aooUa 
Khan, occasioned •tho uuited armies to mako a 
moYomont ageist liim; hut tlio Imsmess was settled 
by negotiation, and the placed in quiet 

pesficasion of bia now torrltevy. IIis acquisition 
cannot bo regarded in any other light tb&u ns an 
unnghtoous conquest, and the English OoTemTueAt 
must boar tlioir shaio of the guilt attending it. In ox- 
tonuation, it has been uige<l that the liohillas formed 
but a small portion of the iuhabi^ta of the country, 
that their possossion of it was not of long stondingi 
and that it had boon acquired by the same means by 
which it bad boon lost. All this is true: the Kohillas 
were enterprising Affghan adventurers, wbo bad re¬ 
duced to subjection a comparatively feeble Hindoo 

* Oolocel Ciuimpio&'ft Letter to OoronufieRt. S4t]i April. 
1774. 
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CHAP, population^ who sHll constituted Ji rnst majority ol’ 
tbo inhahitAnfft nf the pnuiitry. lU'forc the iijviwion 
of the Viziei*, tlicw were 'victims of Mabomoiftti 
usur[>ation; ami after its auceefta, tlvey renmine<l tlic 
some. Itut it i\rH» not appear that tliey idvitoil fu- 
roljpi assistoiieo to rid thoiu of tlK*ir fimt oppro^tors, 
nor that they wic. iu ctvy >VHy hetu^liloil by the 
ohan^<c. CnnsiikMivtidu fur their welfnro certainly 
fomiud uo olenu*ut iu thu rulcuktiidia of eiiiier the 
Vissior or lits Kum(K’mi ally. 

While thuBO tranaactioTia 'wero tAkiriR )dBcr« the 
afTftirfi of India wero discuasoil at honic witlv an uu- 
usvtal ilept'o of intt'rcst and excitomeut, The Coin- 
pany>7cro unalUo to moot tlieir on^gementB •with 
tlio jjublic, fljul woitJ even eonipollod to apply to 
CovoDUiient for a loan. Bonowem are. BoUloni 
regarded with muoh favour; tlmir omim nevt^r 
cscapo condomnation, and not uufrc<^uent]y their 
misfortunes avo converted Into Crimea. In tliia 
case, too, tlio public disappomtmout was great, Tlie 
riches uf India 'was a jdiraso ‘wUlcb lm<l pnsaed Into 
a provorb, and the possemiou of a large portlnu of ii 
country, 'whicli was sappoHOd to overilow with >v**altli, 
was looked to as ojv infallible rcstomtivo of the 
dilapirlatcd jinoncca of Groat Bnloiii. ' It wan aa- 
toumlijig, tluue/orc, to Icnm that, from some cause, 
the countless treasures of India did not find their 
way home—-or, at least, not into the coAere of tbo 
Company; for it was a startling fact, tbnt wliilc ibe 
Company was needy and embarrasBod, many 'wbo 
had entered tbeir service poor, quitted it, not merely 
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with competent means of support, but with fbrtunee 
nTslUn^ tlioBo of tho most opulent membors of eitlier 
the aristocracy or tUo monied interest. These in* 
stances of woll*requitcd service coniinned the belief 
in Indian wcaJUi—to tbo popuinr mind it was still 
evident tliat ludiA abounded in tioUcR, tlim^b> fiem 
flomooxtiiiorOhmiyill fortune, or ill uiniiagomcut, tbo 
Company did not gncocod In obtaining; tbclr shovo. 
Tbo 071 vy oxrltod by tliOHO suddon acquisitions of 
opuloncu and gmudour, added to tlio unfavourablo 
fooling cngcudorod by tlio embormssments of tbo 
Company, and tbo par!lament, tbo press, and tbo con¬ 
versation of mon of all ranks and parties, found a 
novor-failing 8U]>ply of matter for discussion and in¬ 
vective in the allcgod mismanagement of tbe affoJrs 
of India, and the enormous weal tlx brought from that 
country by those who had been officially coixnocted 
with it. At no period befoi'O or since baa tbo subject 
attracted so much interest. Indio, for the moat port, 
has been a word that bos follon on the public oar 
almoBt ujxlioedod. It was then invested with a spell 
which commanded universal attention, and con¬ 
verted it into tbe means of univsieal o:ccitement. 

About the thno that Hostings took possession of 
the scat of govonxment at Calcutta, two committees 
were appointed by the House of Commons to in¬ 
quire into the affiaiis of tee East-India Company— 
the one secret, the other open.* The Company 

* Tbs feet of two counittott dttlos cootexQpor&oeoualj on ^ 
B&ne stlgeot proroked the earcAsa of Borke. He eidd. on one 
oocasioB: '* Sh, when the Coiapaa7 a thus icndor of cocroRch- 

VOl. n. e 
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proposed to eend oat a (^uporiJitcniling commission, 
but ft pwliamontaTy negative ]»rcvcnlod the ftcconi- 
plislimcnt of tlieir puiposo. The ministora wore 
ready to rolioTC tJic wubaniuanvents of tlie Com¬ 
pany by A loaji, but tljey were not Iww rewly to take 
odvAntAgoof tlioiriiofiicinii aud tljAt oftlio Coznpany 
by prescribing ibcir own temiK, The* elftim of tlio 
Crown to fourhuudrod tliuunniirl jitnunls |H*rAnniim 
WAB to bo suii[>i»tn]od till the loon wax n'puid: biiti fn 
other reapoetB, tiie (*inn])ony rognvdocl the ]}ntpr>Hed 
conditioDB ox Iiorali.iuid cveuax iiirfiuflistcnt willi tlieir 
CQvporftto viglitA. Tiicy rexiHlcd. but with tlic umnil 
fortano of tlioso who roxist a ininiatovlal minority. 


ifig open uijr of our rightHi it it act enich it it cot uagenorout 
io adiDlnlstmtion u ksnuu it witli tu’o comioiUcu—wilit a com* 
nuttec of »Mrccy« bunded on tho f rioajdct of tlie Inquiiidon, 
and with a select comnikUe. wUicli U decUjrd one of its friends 
to b« a oioekery of the Compaay f A geatleosn who giiicndly 
votes with tbo adsuniBtndon finds Iho bid to be Olegs), Itior- 
podleiit. Mid slsnaipg. and ho find s tlio secret committofl to bo 
tn iuquieition, too rapid and violent in its motions. Anotbor 
fHsnd of tlio minislrjr declares the lelcel coionittoe so slow in Its 
progress bj to bo a perfect mockery. WhsL is to booome nf tlio 
Company lictwecD both ? I ^iruteat I can oompue CJiom to oothlng 
but a jsdt. Tho select eommittea is clio slow'movbig weiglit. 
t]\4 secret ooiamittcc ii die flyer, end what with tlic sbw moUoa 
of the ono, sad the motion of tbo other, tba Company is 
effectually roasted/’ Sir William Mero^th, in answer, said: 
** fflie honourable geoUeman comperes the two eosmittecs to & 
jack. Kc says die secret ono Is like tiie flyor of tho jack, and 
tho other like the weight. 1 agree wjcli bim io dM simile, but 
draw a very different coacluoioD. Sir, lietwqeQ tho ponderous 
weight at one end. and tlic quick motion of the flyori the dish U 
prepared, and rendered fit for digestion/’>-DBbato, Ifltb Dseoot- 
bar, 1772. 
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Tlio minister <5eckre<l that» thoagli tho Company 
BhouU Hcolino t\\Q loan, parliamoiit would, ncTcr- 
tUolcflft, ititor6?re fhr tlio ro/yulation of tJioir afDiIrs.* 
ParlifUnonfc<li<l Intorfrrc, and most oxtoiiBiTcly. Tho 
jdfui for a siij^erUitcndiDj; commission had boon 
jcetod; but it wcw tint iho ixvtonliou of tho minister to 
permit tho ^ijvonniicnt nf India to remain as bofoi*© 
—that wliiHi ho liatl rcrfUsotl llio Ccnn))nny tlio 
petvov to do ho in rant to do liinisolf. Tlio Com- 
liany had boon nccu]ncd in prejiariiig a plan for 
tlio improvement of iho adniinistration of Justice 
fn Bengal. Tins toslc, too, was seixod by tlio mmis* 
tor. Tho qucRtlon of torritorlal right lio expressed 
himself miwllling to agitate; bot a series of rceoiu> 
tions, proposed in the Hoa^ of Commons by Gene¬ 
ral Bnrgoyne, clinirman of the select committee, 
wore earned, the first of which doolared " that all 
acquisitions mndo under tlio influcnco of luilitary 
fbfco, or by treaty with foreign princes, do of right 
belong to the state Tlio views nf flio ministry 

• Speech of Lord North, 17th May, I77a. 

t Tho iffimodiate wid profoseed olj^eet of ihfa rciolution wu 
oot tho dotemlQatjon of the respective claiiu of tiic Company 
and the ilate^!c va* tho first of three, baaed on the r^rt of the 
ccatmittBo, and Intended prlraarily to apply to the conduct of 
Clive and others, who benefited irregularly by that connection 
with tho goromment of Beogal. Ihe second and third ruolubona 
were, " ^d. 'niat to appropriate aeqoultiona to made tothepri- 
rate emoluacDt of persons latmeted with any civil or military 
power of tiie state ti illegal. Srd. That very greet amna of 
money end other valued property have been acquired m Bengal 
from princes aadoebers of that country by persons intnietcd vttli 
themiUtary and civil powers of the state, which sums of money 
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vere finally ombftfiletl in a l>ill parlia- 

menU-''By tbia Irtll tlio govern nieiit of IJongal \\’om 
to bo vivstccl in a govonioi-grncral and four counciI- 
lora, tturl to (Ilia nulliority tbo otlior )iR*Kitlenciofl 
vorti plorod in wibnrdination. A KUpreme court of 
j\uliciiturc was to W wtablUbod nt (’alcnttn» li» con¬ 
sist of ft cl lief jiiRlic'o wnl tlircc fuiisno judges ^')io 
were to lio iioiin(>(it(‘c) hy llio ('r<k\vii, Init by 
tbo Coinpnny. '11 lo llrst gtivi«rtior-gt*iJcinl fliul nu*m- 
bew of council forllcngnl wcri' In Ik* niuiioil in tliu 
act—tlioy were to bold ofllce for five yoftiv> &n<l dur¬ 
ing tliat jJorifKl to be !nt‘nmvabl(*, except by tUo 
Crown, ou iv|)ro8cntation of tlio Court of Plrcctoifl. 
Vacaudt'8 wero to be supplied by tbe court subject 
to fcho a]>prol>alicm of tbo Crown. Otbor jU'cvisions 
ftlTecting tbu constitution of tlio Cnmpiuty and tlio 
rights of i*ropriotot8 wore introcluctul. Every pro¬ 
prietor of £500 stock had one veto in all proceedings 
of the Company, and no amount of stock entitled tbo 
holder to moro. It was now proposed to vaiso tho 

nad other velua1>Io propertjr have been 8j>propriatad Co Cho privsco 
ueo of luob {tdraoai/* On a aubicqueot day, a resoludoo* doobtr* 
ing Chat Lord ObvQ had Qbtiuaod money to tho nmount of 
£234,000. was moved end carried. It vu propoeed Co follow 
thia rceolutlon by anoClior of i condcmoatoiy chanotoTi bat tho 
previoue queetioo uaa moved and oairiod; oiler which, Clio frioocbi 
of Lord Ciive succeeded in carryieg a rcaolutioa, dccloriiig " UmC 
Robert Lord CUvo did. at die aunc taoci render great and men* 
torioua KrviccB to tbo country.” 

Though Clive was thus rollorcd from ail appreboDBion of pcoal 
visitation or pocuniary lass, tho ezeUemontof the inquiry, and tho 
obloquy to which iC expoaedbim, probably aflscUd hia mlod. 
He died by his own hand a few moutlia nfcervsnls. 
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<^imlificaLioii for voting to £1,000, ftud Co give to 
lioldore of larger Honw a plurality of votes; '^,000 
ms to outitlo Lho posRCseor to two votoa—£0,000 
to tlii'oo-'-and £l0,000 to four. 

Tliose ivToposalu woro tocoWod by the Cotopany 
witU a storm of incUgmitioiu A jwtitiou to tUo 
Hoiiso of CnimiiouR, coiiipliijjiiiig l« Plroiig tciins of 
voi'loiuf prnviHu^ns iu iliu Inll, wns submiiCod to tliu 
[>i‘ 0 |)rieloi‘H, and, rm a 1)idlot, iu1optc<l by four Uun* 
drcul iiud fraiy v«t<« ngjifiiat fourU'pn, It dcnouiicod 
Ibo bill ufl ilcKlructivu of every privilogo wliieli tbe 
Cumpftuy o)\)oyo<\ under tlio must aacrod aocurltioa, 
and os alTordiug a precedent dangorous to tlLO pro> 
poHy of tlio i>oopl6 at largo; cocnplaijiod of the 
appoiulmout of officcia by parliament, vested with 
t)(d wiiole civil and military authority of Bengal, 
aud >rith a powor of Rupoviuicudiug Cho otiior presi- 
doncius, which officers the Company had no moons 
of rocalllug, and ovor whom they could cxoxciso no 
real control, wlulo the torritoriol posscssioua wore, 
notwitliataiuling, declared to be still vested in the 
Company, aud prayed the House not to give its 
simotioii to sn act which, imdor the colour of rogu-' 
letiug, would “ ojmihilato ot once the powers of the 
Company, and virtually trausfer thorn to the Crown;” 
it reproseuted the bill os destructive of the ngUU 
and interests of tho Company in many other re¬ 
spects, and at tho some time defective in many of 
the puq>ose8 for which it yvas doclared to be framed, 
and as tending to destroy the liberties of the sub¬ 
ject by Tuokiug an immonso addition to tire influeoco 
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of the Crown; deprocateO Uio forfrituro of fron- 
chiBO witliout proof cif clcUnqaeuey, and prayed to 
bo heaitl by coujisol against tlie bill. Tlie corpora¬ 
tion of tbu city of London also }iotitinned ngninst 
tho Uill.rcprcsoutiug it ru of clangorous consetjuearcf 
to tliy fmricliiwH of uvory coqKmilo body in tho 
kingdom—^)rofcn*dug to bo alaniiod l)y such pro- 
cccdiiigm iuoamucli on the )>nviicgOK of tliu city nf 
London stood ou tliu ninnu Kccurlly os ibuso of Uio 
EcLst-India Com)Yany, and alleging tliat tlio bill )md 
boon brouglii into ilio Uotiso with a dogroo of 
socrocy incoinpadblo wlUi the princlploa of tho con- 
Btitutiou in matters of sneb jiublio c^uoc ru. Anoiiior 
petition was prosentod from tlic proprieton holding 
a ic«ts ainonut of stock tliau £1,001), and who would 
be disfranchised by tbu Idll if it shuuM jncKu iiitci n 
law. They urged tho Iiainlahip of depriving thorn of 
a valuable right without just cause, and doniod tliat 
their dieiranelviBemc&t would baro tho oITcct of sup- 
pressing collusivo tmnHfbrsi Tho Company worn 
board by counsel ugaimt tlio bill as they bad prayed, 
but tho cloriucuco of tUo bar soMoni ahakce Clio 
'influouco of the Troosuiy-bonch. Tbs bill passed 
tbo Coramcma and was sent to tho Lords. Tbo 
ComjYany again petitioned—^voro again heard by 
coimsoi, but with no greater eflbet than in tbo lowor 
House. Tbo bill became law, but tlio bostiio scuti* 
mente of a cousldorabla number of peers wero re¬ 
corded hi two protesta. 

Besides the provisions already noticed, the act 
contained many o there of gresater or less importance. 
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Among til cm was one ix'f^nJrlng twelve mootUs* poe« 
session of Btook» instead of six, as & qvudification for 
voting in general oonrls. By anotlior, it was en¬ 
acted tliat the directors should be olocted for four 
years in pkco of one, and that oue-fourtU part qf 
Uio onliro tiutnhor eJiciuld Iw renewed annually./^ It 
also provlclod, tlint all the Company's corrcs[>ondonoe 
relating to dvil and military afTaira, tbo govom- 
meut of tlio country, or tlto mlmiuistration of tho 
mouucs. fllwmld be laid befoie one of His Majesty's 
soerotariofl of siato. The rurul]it of presents by 
tforventfl, oithw of tbo Crown or tho Company, was 
l^robibitod; and tbo govornor-gcuoral coujrolllors, 
and judges, were restrained from onteiing into trade, 
or ileriTing profit from it. ‘ 

Tho cliauges oifected by this act may now b« 
judged, with a cooing which neither those by 
whom it was introduced, nor those by whom it was 
opposed, oould possess. Tho proliibition of the re¬ 
ceipt of presents was unquostiou&bly good, but tho 
CDm])any were quite as willing as the legislature to 
unforoo tills. Not loss bciioficial was the provision 
restrictiug those by whom tho govommetit was ex^ 
oroisedfrom engaging in trade; but this, too, wbs 
in sceordanoe with the view of the Company. In 
reference to the cliange of droumstaaoes, it was not 
onreasonablo that the political correspondence of 
the Company should be brought to the knowledge 
of the ministers of the Crown. Tho Company were 
no longer a mere eommerdal assodation; they had 
to administer the ailhirv of a great kingdom. The ho* 
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nour of tUoBritwbCrowi iu«l of tltoJiritwh nation was 
lUTolved ia tlicir i^nrffinimricc of tbls duty, and tboy 
migljt projicrly bv culled u))on to sbow tliat it m'&e 
voll })crforji)ed, Tlie cl>aitge lu tlio i>oriod for w)»eh 
tbo <lirectc>m were cUoRon to eerve vas nut uuiniji- 
pfirtocl by ix^on. A teiiuro nf ofHco eoudocti to uuo 
yenr In too briof to onroui'apj tbo cxeruine of finn- 
UPB8. vigour, and indepnuU'neo. fta londonpy is to 
promote vacillating counci tv, and Hliort a tetni 
wan, moreover, uiiigulaily ill adapted to tlio peeu/iar 
circuiuataiiccB of tbo P^t>lndi& Company, At Uiu 
tinio under coiiaideration, a year barely sufficed fur 
tbo tianami&tiou of a ilcajiatdv to or fwm India, and 
tho receipt of an answer. Tlio cxpodienoy of Cko 
judicial ebanges is Ioisr appai'cnt. Some chango was 
undoubtedly called for; b\iL it lias often boon dc>ubteil 
wbotber tbo now cotirt of juatict' oatablialied by tliis 
not WAS adapted to tho state of society in wldcb it 
was orcotod. Its actual working will boroafter bo 
aocn. Tbo practice of collusivo tramfbrs was a 
mouatrouB ovil, calling loudly for remedy. Tbo 
Company were cot insonaiblo of tbis, and tbe aub> 
joot ba<l ^ven xlso to much dlHOuwlon in th«r 
courts, beforo Uio Icgtslatuxe Intorfbrod. It would 
^icrliapa Ijo too much U* aQlrm, that the rogutatlons 
a/Tccting tho right of voting have entirely put au 
end to tho proctico^ and it may bo vain to oxpoct 
that ax\y legislatlvo enactments can cllect tills do- 
sirablo object, If, Iiowcvcr, witli regard to soma 
parts of this act, doubts may be entertained, them 
is at least one upon >vhieb no doubt can exist; it is 
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that “wliiclj gftVD to parliwncufc fch© power of nomi¬ 
nating tbo first gOTomor-ganoTal and mcial>eis of 
council. Opinions may dilTbr as to tbo best mode 
of apiMinting sucli funetiomudcfl, but few potsons 
will deny tbaC tlio inodo fulu])tc(l in this caso was 
among the wowt. Tlio iiomiiiAtioa of men to office 
by ]ini‘llninciit is mi exprei.K* of power without rc- 
spuiiHilhiity. Tlio mliilHtersof t1\o Crown are rcsiion- 
siblo for tiK'ir (voIa—L liu JiastOnrlia Company^ or 
nny xinitlnr body oxorelBing political imwor, is also 
rcapoKwblc—1)nt tlio roKi)onBibillly of )japliiimcnt to 
lUcIf Is alwupil, and even uinntclllgiblo. An ap- 
IKPintmont by pari lament is an appolutmont by tbo 
Turyority in parliament; oixd an appointnient by tbe 
int^ority in parUamont is virtually an appointment 
raado by the ministry for the time being, but di- 
Tcatcd of that responsibiUty whicli, in tbo ordinary 
oxereiso of tlicir patronage, they incur. Wbntovor 
results follow, tbo miiustora can neither be punished 
nor censured; tlio choice was not theiia, but that 
of parliament; end wliilo thus enabled to oludo re« 
sponsibiUty, tlioy bavo an opportunity of coTortly 
securing an object which it might neither be safe 
to attempt openly, nor practicable to obtain if so 
ftttem])ted. 

With tids act begins a new era in the history of 
the East-India Company. The proceedings of tbe 
now government will bo detailed In another ebap- 
ter, Here it Is only necessary to observe, that 
Warren Hastings, then the actual governor of Ben¬ 
gal, was named as the head of the new government. 
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Mr. BorvcII, a civi) servant of tlic Compaoj, and 
tljcQ iQ Iiidm. w&s nominated odo of tLo comicll. 
The remaining couucillnra 'v^re, General Clave riu/^, 
Colnxvel Monsou, and Mr. rhilip Francis, all of them 
at tlio time in Englund. 



OftlTlBlI KUL*iJU( IN IKDIA. 


50 


CIlArTKH IX. 

The mombors of wmiidl wlio harl to pinccod from chap. ix. 
liiigtaavl, juj well as lUo dilof jimtico aw! imisuo 
judgi's (if tlio Supremo Court of Jndlwitavo, arriyud 
at Calcutta m Oclobor, 1774, aiid on tho2l8t of A.o, i77<, 
tliat moiitU thu now govonimeut waa publicly pro¬ 
claimed. Tlio Coiu't of Directors bad firamod, for 
tlio ^lilauco of tlio govenior-gonoral and coundb 
a Tory loejr and muiuto codo of instiTictioas, com- 
nteuemg with on iiijujictiou to pi’eservo burmouy. 

But from tbo moment at wbidi tbo voyagors set 
font OQ the eboru of Bongnl, it was ovidont tbat 
tlioro yvsA but emaU ground for liapiiig tbat tbo good 
edvlco of tho Cmirt would bo followed. Tho ro- 
coption givou by the govornor-general to his new 
associates was in tboir judgment dcdcient in respect, 
for tliougli they rocoived a salute foom tho battery, 
it consisted of only soventoou guns, whoroas they 
were of opinion that they wore ©ntitlod to twenty- 
one, The minds of all parties were probably well 
l>reparod for hosdiity. The Toieo of Hastiugs liod 
preriously been all-powerfnl, and he could scarcely 
expect to retain in the now council the command¬ 
ing influence which he had previously eiyoyed. Ho 
consequently regarded bis now coa^ntore with little 
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CHAP. DC. good-will, while of their capacity for office he formed 
no favourable judgment. Ho fleoma, without 
doubt,” says his biographer, “ to havo entertained 
but an indifTei^ont opfniou of the fitness of the in¬ 
dividuals selected to work out the new system: he 
moi’e than iosinuates os much In his confidential 
communications with liis friends”* On the other 
hand, the now mombcis of counoil were improssed 
witli a high sense of thou* own dignity, selected as 
they bad been by no less an authority than the 
voice of parliament to assist in restoring to oider 
and proq^eHty the embair&ssod afiurs of Gicat Bn- 
tain in the East. Their iniuds, too, appear to havo 
boon filled to overflowing •with the prevailing im- 
picBsioQ of uuivorsal mifigovemment m Indio, and 
the elements of discord weic thus abundant. They 
soon began to ferment. Mr. Bmwell was in the 
intenor, and till bis arrival the public business and 
the angry passions of the members of the govern- 
meot alike had rest. The accession of the absent 
councillor set both in motion. The govomor-gene- 
ml laid before the board a minute, containing a ro- 
lation of the prindpal events of his own adioinis- 
tration, and an exposition of the existing state of 
the Company’s a^rs. The Bohiha wu* and the 
Company’s relations with the Vizier necessarily 
formed prominont topics in this paper, wd out of 
these arose the first explosion of ill-feeling. Hastings 
had prevailed upon the Vizier to receive at his court 

* Mcaoln of the life of the Bogbt Honounble Wiirmi Hast- 
ioge, hj the Rev. O. R. Oleig. vol. i. page 451. 
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a British reddont, and a goQtleznan named Middle* chap. 
ton bad be«n appoioted to the office. Between the 
resident and the govcnnoi rnan^ communlcationfi 
bad passed, which the lattor had not siibmltted, and 
did not intend to submit, to his colleagues. General 
Claveriog called for this correspondence, as well as 
for any of a similar nature between the gotemor 
and Colonel Champion. Hastings answered, that 
he would lay befoio the board ci&tmcta of all parts of 
tbo letters, both of the resident and Colonol Cham¬ 
pion, which related to public oifairs; but a? the letters 
might, and be believod did, contain things not pro¬ 
per for public record, he declined sabmitting them 
estun. The general persisted, and was anpported 
by Colonel Monson and Mr. Francis. Hastings re¬ 
corded a dissent from the decisioaof the majority-^ 
hid three opponents protested against bis dissent, 
and withm a weeic after the pioclamation of the 
new government its members were engaged in bitter 
strife and fierce rcadmination. The governov-ge- 
Doral continued immovable iu his determination not 
to lay before the board the whole of tlie correspon¬ 
dence. His opponents no less obstinately adhored 
to their demand for its producrion; but as they had 
no means of enforcing the demand against the 
will of Hastings, they of necessity were forced to 
submit. They had, however, an expedient by wMoh 
they could annoy tho governor-genera], if they could 
not coD^pier him. Colonel Monson suggested the ro- 
cal of Mr. Middleton. General Claveiing and Mr. 

Francis supported the proposal—'Mr. Barwell took 
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CHAP. IX. part With the govemor-goneral, but tbe former throe 
constitutiDg a mtyoritj of the hoard, their viova 
neceefionij prevaUed, and a resolution for the rccal 
of the xesident at the court of the Vider was passed. 
Anothei* resolution iblloved, directing Mr. Middl eton 
to bring with him the whole of his cotteepondcnco 
during his residence at tlio court of Oude, in> 
eluding all that the govoiiior-gcnexftl had refused. 
The next subject of disoussion was the dioicc of a 
Bucceesor to Mr. Middleton. Hastings was requested 
to noTuiuato some person, but declined. General 
Ciaveiing then proposed that the duties of tho resi¬ 
dent should be titmsferred to Colonel Champion, tho 
officer commanding tho brigade on service in Oude. 
Mr. Barwell objoctod to the office of reddent being 
united with tbe chief militai 7 command, and the go¬ 
vernor agreed in tbe ol^ection; hut Colonel Monson 
and Mr. Francis supporting General Clavering, his 
resolution was carried. Hostings was subjected to 
tho mortificarion of being instructed to write to tbd 
Vizier, apprizing him of the removal of a resident 
whom the writer wished to countenauce, and of 
the appointment of a successor to whom he had ob¬ 
jected; but he hod the satfslhetion of again record¬ 
ing hie dissent. The next movement of the oppo¬ 
sition party in the council was to propose an imme¬ 
diate demand for the ibrty lacs which the Viziei* bad 
engaged to pay and for such further sums os might 
be due from that princo. Tiiis demand was to'be 
made by Colonel Champion, and it was proposed to 
instruct hhn, that if all the money could not bo had, 
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he was to obtain as much as possihle^ and socuritj cbap. xx . 
fox the remainder; that if cb© demand should be 
resistedr he u^aa to pvotest, and ivithin fourteen dajB 
letii’e into tlie Compan^’a temtoiy, nnlese there 
were dlfficnltf or danger in each a step i tliat in 
any case, after the ndgotiations should bo concluded, 
he should -withdraw his force within the limits of 
the proTince of Oudo, and unless its continuance 
should be required for the defence of the original 
domiuions of the Visier, or of Konh and Allahabad, 
return with it to cantonments at Biiiapore. These 
proposals were opposed by the governor-general and 
Mr. Barwell, uid a war of minutes ensued, consuming; 
much timo and covering a vast mass of paper, hnt 
ending, as it must have been foreseen by all parties 
that it would eud, in the triumph of Hastings's op¬ 
ponents. The combatants now resolved to i^peai 
to their superiors. On the 30th November, only 
forty-one dajs after the landing of tho new couudU 
lore bod been announced, by what they regarded as 
the stinted measure of honour conveyed by seven¬ 
teen discharges of artillery, they laid before the 
board a letter which they had prepared for trans- 
mission to the Court of Directors. It consisted of 
no less than seventy-four paragraplis, some of them 
of coD^derable length, aud all full charged with 
denunciations of the governor-general’s policy. This 
document was prepared with a view to its being 
perused by other parties than those to whom it was 
addressed. In a note which aceoiopauied the de¬ 
livery of the letter to the hoard, the fmmerB of it 
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CHAP. jx. otserve, “ tUe vhole of the papers, as they appre¬ 
hend, must, IQ obedience to the act of parliament, be 
transmitted by the Court of Dh'ectors to one of His 
Majesty’s principal secretaries of state.” 

The members of the council of Beng^al could not 
directly address tlie ministers of the Crowu—at 
least, they could not officially acldrcse them; but 
tliere can be little doubt that this letter ‘was in¬ 
tended for the ministry, though ostciiBibly addi^esscd 
to another authority.* The governoi-geneini, lihe 
his adversaries, laid his case before the Court of Dl- 
rectoie in a separate communication, and the Court 
were thus enlightened by three seta of despatches on 
the same subject—one from the govomor>general 
and council In the usual form, another from the 
governor-general only, and a tliii’d from tliree mem¬ 
bers of the council. Mr. Bavwell, thcmglr agreeing 
with the governor-genera], declined to become a 
party to his appeal. Regaining such commimica- 
tione as irregular and improper, ho contented him** 
self with recording a minute expreeaing that opinion, 
and stating bis general concurrence in the views of 
the govemor<generaI. 

Whatever opinion might be formed of the justice 
or policy of the Rohilla war, whatever views might 
be entertained of the dispoatibn of the Vizier to 
fulfil his engagements, the course forced upon the 
govemor-gen6i*al by the majority of the council was 

* Bo^i partici prbbal)i7 addrccMd tho ministers printrif. 
Hutiiig* cartftmlj did, See a Letter from him to X/ord Kortb, 
in (H«ig> Menoira, voi. i. page 471. 
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ob^cmaly unwise. It ‘was tlie dictate, not of n cool and clup. ix. 
deliberate coueideration of tUe circiunstances of the 
case—not of da honest judgment, sound or unsound— 
but of bliud passion aikd headlong wllfulness. Had tho 
measures of the cooneli been acted upon in the temper 
in which they were coacoired, and had they been 
encountered by the Vizier in n like temper, there 
would have beon no choice but to abandon so much 
of the debt as the Vltler might decline to pay, or 
to enforce tho demand by the sword. A variety of 
circumstances combined to avert such an extremity. 

The Vizier had begun to diminish his debt. Mr. 
Middleton, ou obeying the call for his return, brought 
with him fifteen lacs. Eight more were obtained 
through other ebanneU; the remainder of the ac¬ 
count was to be settled, not with the Visier, but 
with his successor. The health of Shoojah-ad-Dow- 
lah had for some time been declining, and early is 
February, 1775, he diod. He was succeeded in the a.d. 
possession of his dominions by his sou, Aaoffal- 
Dowlab, who also, after much negotiation and witli 
some difficulty, was ultimately recogoia^d by the 
Emperor os hia Visier. This honour, liowever, was 
not attained by the prince till fourteen months after 
the death of his father. 

VdrioxiB minor disputes in the council must be 
passed over. Tho death of tho Vizier gave occasion 
to a quarrel of greater dignity and importance. The 
majority In the council, Goneitd Claverlng, Colonel 
Monsou, and Mr. Francis, chose to consider all the 
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GUA^ IX. obligiiticns hy ^vliicb tho BritJeb Gorcrnnient wa£ 
coiiiiecte<l with the late Vizier ae merely pEraonal— 
consequontly as tenniuotcd by the death of the party 
with whom they were contracted; and they regarded 
that CTont oe affoiding an opportunity of mahing a 
bottei* bargain with the Vizier’e fluocessor. Mr. 
Bnstow was appointed resident at the couit of 
Oudc, and by liim a treaty was concluded, by 
which the new Soubaliclar agreed to miiTendor 
to tho Britiali Govermnent Benares and cortain 
other districts, which tho throe mombors of conn- 
cil reported would produce an rovenuo 

of twouty-two lacs; and also to pay for tho aid of 
tho English brigade, when stationed with him, fifty 
thousand rupees per annum more tJian liis prede¬ 
cessor hod undertaken to pay. Tho framers of this 
ti'eaty eTlnccd a tender regard for their gncccssors 
in office, by relioving them fwm any difficulty as to 
the clnratioii of the engagement. The obligation of 
the Eugliah authoiitles to respect tho provisions of 
the treaty was expressly limitod to the life of Asoff- 
al-^owloh. This considerate provision is the moie 
remarkable, os the nu^ority of the council under 
whom the treaty was concluded do not appear to 
have felt any difficulty in relieving themselves from 
all regard to the treaty concluded hy the government 
which preceded theiie with the Viaier. 

The three councillors were greatly proud of the 
. Aobievement of this treaty. “The measure,** said 
they, “ is strictly and exclusively cure: the original 
plan was opposed m every step by tbe governor- 
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general and Mr. Barwell.”* Hastings recorded his 
conviction that it was not Uoueurable to extort 
hom the princo “ concesaons inconsistent with oar 
former treaties, to which the neccasit^ of his situa¬ 
tion alone obliged him, however unwilling, to imh- 
niit>’*t judgment of po9terit7 must confirm 

the sentence. Kemarhablo indeed it is, tl^at the 
men who weie so keenly alive to the injnstice of 
the Hobilla war, should themselves conceive mid 
caiiy into effect an act of doUheratc injustice to tm 
ally, on the very spot where tliey had proclaimed 
thomselvos the champions of righteousness, and 
while the ink was scarcely dry with which they hul 
Tcooi^ded their abhorrence of the crooked policy of 
their colleague and president. Such a eirctunstance 
poxua a stream of light upon their pertinacions op¬ 
position to every act of the governor, and renders it 
impossible for the moat extended charity to attri¬ 
bute it to any pure or hououiuble motive. 

Hitberto the differences between the two parties 
in the council had reference to matters of public 
policy. The rancour of their animosity was now to 
be inffuesced by the investigation of charges affect¬ 
ing the personal integrity of the governor-general. 
His accusers were many, his enemies in the council 
well disposed to listen to them—bat Hostings denied 

* Addnsi from G«n«ral Clavmng, Colooel Mobsod, and Mr. 
Francis, to Che Court of Dlreetora, Slot Norember, 1771$. Ap¬ 
pendix Id? CO the Fifth Report of the Committee of Secrecy, 176fi. 

f Obeervatioos on Mmute of General ClaTering. Colonel Mon* 
son, and Mr. Fnncie, by Gorenor.genenl, in Appendix 167 to 
Kejooit. 
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CHAP. IX. their right to institute such inquiries, end claimed 
the privilege of diesolving any meeting of conudl in 
which suoh questions were entered upon. This 
olaim his opponents resisted, and on liia quitting the 
ohair on such occasions, they placed in it one of 
their own number, and coutdnned their inquiries. 
Ouu'ges were preferred by the Bonce of Burdwon 
inTolving the governor-genera], lus banyan, and 
eoveral ether European and native functionaries. 
These sccusatione appear to hove been supported by 
little or no evidence deserving of credit, and almost 
the only ground fbr attaching any weight to them 
was furnished by Mr. Graham, a servant of the Com¬ 
pany, and one of acctised parties, who, as a pre¬ 
liminary to inquiry, demaeded that the Ranee should 
give security for the payment of a penalty in case 
she should iuil in estohlishing her charges. From 
another quarter, a charge was made of corruption in 
the fbujdany of Hooghly, in which it was alleged 
that the governor-general participated. The party 
by whom the charge was brought foiwai'd was anx¬ 
ious to obtain the offico of foujdar for himself, and 
olfered to undertako it at half the salary then paid. 
The foujdar was sommoned to answer for hla con¬ 
duct, but eithor from conscious guilt or personal 
scruple, be objocted to be examined on oath. The 
govemor-general defended him; but this, probably, 
only fumisbed an additional reason for visiting bis 
contumacy with severity. He w&s dismissed from 
his office, but bis acenaer did not benefit, as he had 
hoped, by the result. The conduct of Hastings in 
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rolrifiing to defeud himfotf og^ost these charges, or chap. IX. 
to permH them to bo inquired into hj the board of 
vhich Uo 'Was the bead, has been regarded as alTord* 
ing presumption of bis guilt. But it may be suffi* 
ciently accounted for upou other znotlYes. It might 
arise from an honest connetion that it was incoD> 
aistent with the dignity of his ofEce to reply to 
charges which be dedored founded in fabohood and 
foigery. It might bo attributable to a belief tbat the 
council waa not a proper tribunal for ^e inTostigatiou 
of such charges, or a conriction that hom lijs asso* 
dates he had little chance of an impartial decldon. 

It might have its origin in constitutional haughtinees 
of temper, of which Hastings had more tJian on 
ordinary share. On the other band, it is not neces¬ 
sary to suppose that the m^ority in tlie council 
either suborned or encouraged false evidonce, l:iiow> 
ing or believing it to be such. Their batied of the 
goTemor-genei’a] led them hastily to listen to any 
ireputstions against him, and to estimate the truth 
of the cbmges by their passions, not their judgment. 

They bad little or no e^iperionce of the native 
character—they knew not with what facility &lso 
oborgCB ore manufactured in India—with what mge> 
nuity supported—with what pertinacity maintained. 

They might know something of the feeling which 
leads the worldly 'wise to woo tbo smile of new¬ 
born power by insulting or persecuting those over 
whom it has triumphed, for this feeling oxists and 
operates to a greater or less degiee in all countries 
and states of society; but they did not know tbe 
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CHAP. IX* extont to which it piep&ils in India, nor tbo ihaiiul 
forms in which it is aomstimes indnJgsd* The go¬ 
vernor-general was now governor only in name. Tbo 
nAtnral influence of his portion was destroyed, and 
the fact of hie having a casting vote in on assembly 
of five availed nothing, where three systematically 
and invariably voted together, and always in oppo¬ 
sition to the chair. To the quickness of native 
peiceptlon this state of things afforded on index 
pointing out the path to snoccae. Whoevor sought 
to recommend himself to the majority in council 
attacked the govomor-general. Whoever had an 
object to gain, which, under other circumstances, 
might be regarded as hopeless, saw in the evil pas¬ 
sions which distracted the council the moons of 
gratifying his wishes. Whoever bore enmity to the 
governor-general readily discerned that this was the 
tune to seek revenge. 

One of the chargee which press most heavily on 
the character of Hostings, aroso out of the extra¬ 
ordinary appointment of Munny Begnm to the . 
guardianship of the infant Kabob. In the exami¬ 
nation of her recoipta and disbursements, a large 
snm was discovered to be unaccounted for. The 
Begum was placed under restraint, and an inquiry 
instituted into the defalcation; when she stated that 
a considerable sum had been paid to the governor- 
general. Tbat something was given and received 
was not denied, but it was alleged to have been 
pud on acconnC of axtraordinmy expenses incurred 
by the govenroc-general*8 icsldence at Moorsheda- 
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bad, oud to be suictiQQed by cuBtom. It had for chav. ix. 
aomo time been cioarly tbo intention of the Court 
of Directors that their aej-vauu should receive no¬ 
thing beyond their r^^ular and authorized emoln- 
nenta, and the plea of cuatom ia a poor one wben 
placed in oiipoaition to duty.* The transaction 
ac([aireB a darker hne from the extraordinary cha¬ 
racter of the appointment in vrhloh it oi^iuatod. 

Opinions may indeed differ os to the extent of 
Haatinga's culpability, but lie must bo a warm 
partizon indeed who will go the length of deolanng 
that tbo hands of the governor-general were alto¬ 
gether clean. If he were ontltUd to any extra allow¬ 
ance while at Moorsbedabad, he should have drawn 
such allowance openly, and brought it to account in 
the ordinary way; while the anin received from 
Munny Begum, if the receipt were proper, should 
have been carried to the credit of the Company. 

If he bad no claim to additional allowance, tbeio is 
nothing to disouee, and bis conduct is without even 
the shadow of excuse. 

The charge of taking money from Munny 
Begnm was originally preferred by the acute and 
profligate Nuncomar. On the 11th March, 1776, A.D. 

Mr. Francis informed the board that be bad that 

* Budfigswu bound by coveoAfitncttorcc^opreKDCs. Two 
of Us predecessors hud bound thereiselveB by osth. Qive frocoed 
sa oath to be taken in tiie Mayor's Court at Calcntta by tlie 
goramor, and took it binuolf. It was also taken by Mr. Veraist. 

It is remarkable that Hastings did not take it: but it is to 
state that it >ras not taken by his immediate prodeeetsor, Mr. 

Cartier. 
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CHAP. IX. morning been Waited by this extraordinary person, 
’^ho had deliTered to kirn a i>apori addresfle<l to 
the gOTornor and council, and demanded of kirn, 
08 a duty belonging to bia office m a councillor of 
tbo aUte, to Jay it beforo tbe board. Mr. Franoia 
added, that Uo thought be could not, oousistoutly 
vitb bia duty, reA^ to rocoive a papor from a 
pereou of Nuncomar'a rank, hut that he 'woe uu* 
acquainted ^tli the contenta of it. Ho had, how¬ 
ever, some suspicion ns to ita tenour. It acousod 
the govomoi'-general of iccolvijig bribes to a vast 
amount; among other in8tancce,bo was charged with 
taking two Inos and a half of rnpoos from Munny 
Begutn, and something aoi^e them a lao from Nun- 
comar himself, as the consideration f^r the arrange¬ 
ment wUioh placed his eon Qoodins in office. On a 
day, another oommuuioation from Nuncomar 
was pi'oduocd and read, but it contained nothing but 
oasurancce of the writer’s Tcracity. Colonel Monsou 
thei\ movod ^mt Nuncomar should be called before 
the bool'd, to substantiate bis obaigo. The motion 
was opposed by Hostings, and his reasons for oppos¬ 
ing it wore Kcordod in a somewhat angry minuter 
Bofoie the question is put,” he said, ** I deoJare that 
1 will not suffer Nuncomar to appeal* before the board 
as my accuser. 1 know what belongs to tlie dignity 
and character of the flrat member of this odministra* 
tion. I will not sit at this board in the character of a 
crimiRa], nor do I acknowledge the membera of the 
board to be my judges.” He then adverted to the 
unremitting hostiUty wbicb he had encountered in 
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the three memhers of council opposed to hiui— chap. nc. 
hostility fint manifested in oppoaitioa to his pnbllc 
acts* and 8ubse<i\jent]j in porsooaJ ettacke upon liim; 
and, after shortly glnncrng at some former charges, 
dwelt at loDgrtli upon Mr. Francis’s oouduct in biing- 
ing forward those of Nuncomar. “ Mr, Francis," he 
6&id> ‘'has declared that he was called upon by 
Bejah Nuncomar, as a duty belonging to his office os 
a oouncUlor of this state, to lay the packet which con¬ 
tained tlieiQ (the aoousatioss) before the board; that 
ho conceired that ho could not, consstently with bis 
doty, rofose such a letter, at the instance of a person 
of thellajah’s rank,and did accordingly recoive it, and 
laid it before the board, declaring, at the same time, 
that he was unacquainted with the contents of it. 

I belieTe that the Court of Directors, and those to 
whom these proceocliogs shall be made known, wQl 
think dlSbrently of this action of Mr. Francis; that 
Nuncomar was guilty of great insolence and dkre* 

B}>ect in the demand which he made of Mr. Fronds; 
and that it was not a duty belonging to the office 
of a connoiUor of this state, to make himself the 
carrier of a letter, which would have been much 
more properly committed to the hands of a peon or 
hircuirah, or delivered by tho writer of it to the 
secretary himself. Hr. Francis has acknowledged 
that he apprehended in general that it contained 
some charge against me. If the charge was false, 
it was a libel; it might have been false for any thing 
Ml'. Francis could know to the contrary, since ho 
was unacquainted with Uie contents of it; in this 
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CRAP. rx. icAUnce, therefore^ lie inciuTod the bazavd of pro- 
eenting a libel to tbe board—this 'was not a duty 
beloD^pg Co Ids ofBoo as a counoiUor of etoto." 
Hastinga then stated, that he bad expected such an 
attack upon him; that he hod seen a papei*, con- 
tdning many accusations against him, which be was 
told was coniod to Colonel Monson by Ntmcomar, 
who was, moreover, employed for some hours In 
private, explaining to the colonel the nature of the 
diarges. A translation of this paper Hastings pro¬ 
duced, and desired it to be recorded. He cbat^d 
Ijis opponents with being parties to the occusatioos 
of which they asserted their right to be judges, and 
then proceeds thus:—‘‘ Tlio chief of this administra¬ 
tion, yoor superior, gentlemen, appointed by the 
legislature itself, shall I sit at r.ldg hoard to ho 
arraigned in the presence of a wretdi whom you 
well know to be the basest of mankind ? I believe 
I need not mention his name, but it is Nuncomar. 
Shall I sit to hear men, collected from the dregs 
of tlie people, give evidcnco at his dictating against 
my character mid conduct f I will not. You may, 
if you please, form youiselvos into a committee ibr 
the inrestigatlon of those matters in any manner 
which you think proper; but I will repeat, that I 
will not meet Nuncomar at tbe board, nor suiler 
Noncomoi* to be examined at the boaid, nor hove 
yoa a light to It—nor can it answer any other pur¬ 
pose than that of vili^iug and insulting me to 
insist upon it.”* Colonel Monson colled for the 
* Mlaute recorded 19th Merch. 177S. 
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same of Hastings’s iuformant as to the alleged risic 
of Nunoomar to him. Hasticgs refused to gl7e it, bat 
referred to I!^. BarwoU to coniirm bis statement as 
to the ozistence of saeh a report. Mr. Barwell did 
confirm it; when Colonel Monson declaxed, Idiatbe 
Imd never seen any paper In the Persian or any 
country language, which contained any accusation 
against the governor-general; but it is observable, 
that he did not deny having held intercoui^o with 
Nuncomor. Ho appeared, howeveii to tbinV his 
disclaimer very complete; for he pre&ced It ^nth 
the sarcastic remark, that he presumed “ an assor- 
tion even from the govemor^general Iiimself" would 
** have no moro weight or mfluence in tho opinion 
of the world than from a private member** of the 
** board/’ This will illustrate the tone and spirit in 
which the proceedings of the government of Cal¬ 
cutta wei'e then carried on. The motion, that Hun- 
comar be called befora the board, was of course car¬ 
ried. The governor-general doclared the council 
dissolved, ood departed. Mr. Borwell followed his 
example. The remaining members denied that an 
adjournment conld take place but by a vote of the 
majority. General Clavering took the chair, and 
the three associates proceeded to examine Nuneo> 
mar. After he retired, a messenger was sent to 
Hostings, apprizing him of the fact, and inviting 
him to resume the chair. Hastings refused to reply 
to this, as a message from the board; bnt sent bis 
compliments to General Clavering, Mr. MonsoQ, 
and Mr. Francis, and begged to decllno meeting 
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CEiAP. IX. them in council at so Ute on horn*, and wton it was 
nob poaeiblo to assemble a i\ill board, horn Mr. Bar- 
well being gone into the country; hut exprensed a 
hope of meeting them in the reronuo department 
on tho following day. Tho next stop of the majo¬ 
rity was, to pass a resolution, declaring that it ap¬ 
peared that money to the amount of threo laos and 
fifty-four thousand rnpeos had been icceivod by tho 
govomor-goneral in the manner described by Non- 
comar, and that such money of right belonged to 
the Eost-India CompAny—a resolution naturally 
enough followed hy another, calling upon the go¬ 
vernor-general to pay the amount into the Com¬ 
pany's treasury for their use. The secretory conveyed 
these resolutions to Hasrings, who refused to reedve 
or to give any answer to them. Another resolution 
was therenpou passed, that the proceedings should 
he transmitted to the Company's attorney, for the 
purpose of being submitted to counsel for their 
opinion bow to proceed for the recovery of tho 
money. On a future day, It was resolved to som- 
znon certain witnesses: Hostings advised them not 
to attend. The majority resolved that the refusal 
was a high indignity to the board. The gov^o 
general once rnoro declared the hoard dissolved, 
and retired; whereupon those who remaned passed 
a resolution, declaring that the hoard was not dis¬ 
solved. The secretary was ordered to summon tho 
contumacious witnesses, but they were not to be 
found. One of them subsequently appeared, hut 
was not subjected to a^ry punishnieut 
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The struggle now assumed a more serious cbamc' ciiat. tx. 
ter. Proceedings were instituted in the supreme court 
ogUDStNuncomar and aomo other persons for 
ing to cause a Dative> named Camul*oo-Deen, to write 
a petition to the coun(ul> roAecting ialselj Mid inju- 
riouslj on tho govemor-geiLOral, Mr. Ban?olI, Mr. 

George Yansittart) and some natives. Tho inquirer oc- 
onpled twelve hours; and its result was, that Nunco- 
mar and another persoOf a European, were requued 
to give security io appear to talre their trial at the 
nest asaizos.* On the day after this took place, 

* So it appnn from Ha»tiAg 8'8 1«CUr to th« Court of Direc¬ 
tors, 16(h Msj, 177S. A poper of the same date, ligaed hj 
Oeaersl OUrering, Colonel Moosoa. and Mr. Fraods. itstes the 
same fsot, with d)e sddidoB, Chat sU parties to the proeeoa- 
tioo. except Mr, Hastings aod Mr. VaouUut, had retired from it, 
and that the sccosed were held to bail at t])er suit 0 &I 7 . In 
aztotber paper, dated the 3rd August followag, the Sfuae members 
of coimeU say—'* Ths Riq&Ii (Nuocomsr) was summoned to at- 
teod a meetiag of the judges on ths 20th April iast. when be ind 
Mr. Powke underwoDt sa exsuusatioa of several boon, opoa 0 
chsiga of eoosputoy against the goremor-general and others. It 
appeared to us, tost the e^dsnee, av pWs. egsinat them coold 
not be very stroog or oondusivo, eince they were not hold to had, 
and the gentisoieQ agaiost whom toey we^ suppceed to have con¬ 
spired had four days allowed them to consider whether they would 
prououte or not." Tbs date here gi^cn. tiie SOeb April, Is that 
awigiied by Hastings as the date on which the partiee were held 
to b(^ On neither indeed, does then appear to have been 
Bompulosity as to the mode in which the traosacdon was re¬ 
ported. Hastings conceals the facts, that the oharga of crinu- 
nali^ extended to other persons as well as the two held to bad. 
and that part of the aecuaen had abandoAod the proseoution ■, 
wbila Clavering, Monsoo. aadFranos, after statiog. on the 16tli 
May, that Nuncomar and another were h^d to bail, asserted, 
within three mootlie aftarwarde, that they were not 
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cB\p. rx. tbe “ ^atletnoQ of the majority^” t£ H&stmgs e&Uod 
expressed tbeir syopotby with NuAComar by 
a Tisib of ceremony. What might bare been the 
rcsnlt of the prosecution for conspiracy is left to 
conjecture; for, before it could bo brought to trial, 
Kuucomar v&a the object of an accusation far more 
gruTo in its cliarocter and more feaiful in its con* 
scipiences. He was apprehended on a cliarge of 
forgery. The m^ority of the council, as might bo 
expected, ranged themselves on the side of the pri* 
Boner; and circumstances conspired to aflbrd them 
on op|x}rtumty of manifesting their regard for him, 
by olcvating bis sou to an oiSce of the highest trust 
and dignity. About tbe time of the apprehension of 
Nuncomar, the discovery was made that of the sum 
appropriated to the support of the Nabob, apart only 
had been applied to its professed object, hfunny 
Beguui was forthwith suspended from the exercise 
of her functions of guardian to the prince, and the 
charge was conferred on Goodias. 

Nuncomai' was committed, tried, found guilty, 
and hanged. This was the 6rst instance in whic^ 
the punishment of death had ever been inflicted in 
India ia retribution of the crime of forgery. The 
excitement produced by it was proportioned to the 
novelty of the event. Nuncomar, too, was a man 
of great wealth—he bad been possessed of extra¬ 
ordinary power: the subjcoring such a man to an 
infamous punishment was semuely leas startling than 
tbe dispropoition which, in native judgment, existed 
between the oflboce and its consequences. Above 
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nil, Nnncomor 'w&a a Hindoo of tho bigheet caste, chaf. ix. 
As a bnhmin, Lis person was regarded as iDviolable. 

^ad he committed all possible crjmes> banialiment,* 
mitigated by tl\e pimlege of carrying away all bis 
property, was the severest penalty to which ho could 
be subject; and, by bis countrymon, forgery was 
scaKely doomed a crime at all. Under the mBu' 
ence of all the feelings oxcitod by this tinproce- 
dcmted case, no native expcoted that the sentence 
of the court would be carried into cffect.+ The 
approach of the day of execution, wi^out any inti¬ 
mation of the postponement of tho fatal punlahment, 
scarcely affected their belief. It came, and with it 
the awfo] preparation for indicting the last penalty 
of the law. Nuncomar mot it wiUi even more 
than Hindoo apathy. He took solemn leave, of liis 
friends; hot neither bis eoantonance, deportment, 
nor intervening occupations indicated any internal 
conflict. After the depai'ture of those on whom his 
eyes wore never agiun to rest, he engaged himself 
in writing notes and examining accounts, as though 
« transacting ordinary business under ordinary cir¬ 
cumstances. He enterad with a calm step tho 
palanquin which was to bear him to an ignominious 
death, and ascended the steps of the scaffold with 
equal finnness. The crowd collected was immenBe. 

* See Voluffle I. pagtt 6 eod 7. 

t A Dfttire had beeo co&neCed of forgery, and aonteneed to 
death, by the Mayotte court of Calcutta, which eoiai waa super* 
eeded by the supreme court: but he had not been executed. He 
was rccocDO^ended to tfae mercy of the Crown, sod finally per* 
doDcd. 
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CHAP. XX. The Hindoo portion of xt wAd conTnlsed hy confl(ct> 
iiig feelings of doubt, rage, despair, shame, and 
pitji The Mahometan spectators, it is said, felt joj 
at the downfal of the artful and unrelen^ng enemy 
of Mahomed Ecza Khan. Tho feelings of the one 
party wero soon to ho outraged, and those of the other 
gmtlfied, by the concludon of tho spectacle which 
bad brought thorn together. The signal was giTon— 
the plotfoim on whlcli tho ciiiuimd stood prepared 
for dentil sunk from beneath bis and the spirit 
of Nimcomur was on its way to a more awful tri* 
hujial than that before which he bod lately appeared. 
The effect upon the Hindoos, who formed the great 
mass of tlie assembled crowd, resembled that of an 
earthquake. Uttering a wild and piercing cry, they 
fled from the spot—foi^ce and panic eamod with 
them the rest of the multitude, so that cone re> 
mained near the place of execution but the servaiita 
of tho law, and the few brahmin followoia whoso 
duty it was to take chai'ge of the cidpiit’s body. 

Tho trial and execution of Nuncomar bare given 
rise to disenssions almost vrithout number. The 
legality of the proceedings has been questioned— 
their justice denied—and the motives of those en¬ 
gaged in them impagnod. The supposed illegality 
rests upon the assertion that the criminal law of 
England does not extend to its outlying possesaions, 
unless they be specially named. This is a question 
purely tecbnica!, and far too important to be dis¬ 
cussed incidentally. For these reasons, it may here 
be passed by. The question of the justice of the 
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pioceedfflgSj wHcli onded in the execution of Nun- c!a?. ix 
comer, on different grounds; and, Tritb re- 

ference to the violent and long-protracted contro- 
versy to vhich it gave rise, it would not bo oxcue- 
able to pass it over without notice. 

In India, tho ciimo of forgery, aa has been ob¬ 
served, had never been punished with death. Not¬ 
withstanding its dangerous character, it wns regard¬ 
ed there as a alight and venial offence, and it may 
be feared tliat, if dexterously performed, those wlio 
were uninjxired by the crime would bo more ready 
to admire tho ingenuity of the perpetrator tlian 
to eondomn his want of honesty. Tho SugUali law, 
with its severe provisLOOs against forgery, was un- 
hnown to the moss of the people within tho circle 
of the supremo court, and its sudden application, 
without preparatiou and without notice, appeal a 
similar iu effect to that of an a? post fado law. The 
exeention of Nuncomar bos farther been alleged 
to partake of the odious end unjust cbnracter of 
such a law, on the ground that ^e imputed fargoxy 
was committed about four years before the erection 
of the court which took cognisance of it. In op- 
.posttioB to the first of these positione, !t has been 
aigad» that ignorance of the law is never held to 
a&rd an excuse for the breach of it, and tliat all 
parties Bubject to its opeiution axo supposed to be 
acquainted with its provisions. To the second, it is 
answered, that although tho supreme court of judi¬ 
cature was not in eidstence tiU 1774, there was 
previously in Calcutta a court administering Englisli 
yoj,. n. 0 
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ctiAP. ix. law, &Ed wbich bad in one instance convicted a 
native of the same offence aa that with which Nun> 
cmnAT wns charged.* It has been doubted whether 
that couvt ought to have exercised an^ criminal 
jiuisiUction with regard to natives; but snoh juriS' 
diction had bceu exorcised hf it, and tlie HupreiQe 
court was the iegltbnate successor to its functions. 

Til is objection, therefoie, may be dismissed. It 
might not have been an improper one to urge in 
ancst of the judgment of tho court which con¬ 
demned Nunconuu’, but it cannot be admitted to 
influencQ tbo opinion of those who have now to i^o- 
view the proceedings in bis case. 

Tho answer to the first ol^cotion is less satis^tory. 
It is true that ignorance of the law is not pennitted, 
and cannot be pennitted, to operate os a bar to the 
conviction of an offender; hut a tnerciihl judge wUl 
always take note of such ignorance, if real, in ap¬ 
portioning pimishment. N^oitber must it be for¬ 
gotten, that the iguorance of a Hindoo of that tlmo 
of the provisions of English law is altogether diffe¬ 
rent fiom the ignoiunce which exists in any country 
of the law under whiob the people of that C4?antry 
and their anoeators have lived. Not only was tile 
law of comparatively recent introduotioo, but ilr was 
in many respects so much at variance with all their 
previous experience, knowledge, habits, and modes 
of thought, that while the best informed among 
titem must have found difficulty in undex^tanding it, 
it was to those loss advantageously situated a coUeo- 
* Se« note oa i fortnor pfige. 
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tion of etrangc things, of wliicU their iiringmatiow ceup- IX 
could ombodjno Imeamerit or feature. Under such 
circumstaQces, the liaj'shness of inflicting upon igno¬ 
rance tlu same puniahment which is assigned to 
deli borate and cotucious disobedience, is of on 
aggravatoc) oharaoter. It U tme, indeed^ that the 
o^noo punialiod In the porson of Nimcomar was 
not like offencas against the revenue and some 
others the pure creation of tho law. No man 
whose c\oml porcoptlona nre sound can doubt that 
in resorting to forgoiy to deprive another of his pi'O- 
povtj he is doing wrong: but tlie moral pciHseptlons 
of tliose among whom tho English law was thus 
suddenly introduced were not sound; tlioy were 
corrupted and debased by tho ftdsc medium tbiough 
whioh auocosaivo goneiivtlons Iiad boon acoustemed 
to ooutemplate tbeii* rights ajid duties, and to some 
of tbo plainest dictates of morality they wore iu« 
sensible. To men thus suitoundod by contarnlnating 
inHuence^^men who had nover orgoyod tho benefit 
of a pure moral atmosphei'o, extraordinary consi¬ 
deration wa? due. The single instance which bad 
ooourred of a conviction for forgery in the mayor’s 
court of Calcutta was probably known to few ex¬ 
cept the parties immediately intorosted in it. Tho 
oase of Nuncomar had from various causes attracted 
unuanal attention, and it olTei’od a fitting occasIoB 
for making the law known^whilo the court, by 
exercising their power of reepi ting the convict, with 
a view to the extension of the mercy of tlio Crown, 
might have relieved themselves aud the law that 

o 2 



mSTOhY OP THE 


d4 

IX. tboy oOminifitoreU /i'ORI the imputations of iujustlce 
aiwi <3molt^> wbicli, from thuir poj’Suui^ a dilTeroDt 
collide, liOTo bedn &cel^ cast upon both. In tho 
discmasioDB to >?hlcli tbls extraordmary caao has 
given tise, considorations havo been somotimee io> 
troduced which ought to bo excluded f^m it. The 
question of tho abstract justice of the law which 
punishes forgerj with death is one of those. With 
this question the judges bad no concoiii. They had 
neither the right hop the power to Tsry the law 
—thoii sole duty was to administei* it with disore* 
lion and with mei'cy. The evidence, too, on which 
Nuncomar was convicted, has been impug^ied; but 
it was sufficient to satisfy the grand jury that 
thcie was good cause to send the prisoner to trial, 
and sufficient to satisfy the jury before whom that 
trial took place of hia guilt. If the jury were 
honestly satisOed, it is probable that the court 
was eatiffied also. The conduct of the judges on 
other occasions shewed that they had no doubt of 
their Jurisdictiou; and though they ooziuot he ac¬ 
quitted of acting with a degree of harehness and 
precipitaucy which it may not be too muoh bo uha- 
Tocterize as iodeceut,* there is nothing to ccwffi^ 
them of haying acted corruptly. There are motives 
sufficient to account for their conduct, which, though 

* Tke eouoMl for Ku&coibat endeavonxed to prevail on ths 
feroaaa of tho jury, hy whom the prisoDu had been tried, to 
jtin to an application to judges for the exerdse of demeaoy. 
The chief juadee in open court censured the counsel for this 
proper attempt to save the life of bU client. 
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not &11 of a CTcditftblc character, are far le^ injuiioua chap. 
to their repctation than that to which the oxecation 
of Nuncomai* has been oftw atti'ibuted. They ap- 
p«&r to havo boon mon of contracted minda, who 
bad satiahod themselvoa not only that tlte law of 
Buglnud was the best for the people unougat whom 
it had grown up to maturity—not only that it was 
right that the law of England should be introduced 
and acted upon univorsolly throughout the British 
dominions, but that it was thu duty of all people 
withiu those dominions, whether they ever heard of 
Englisli law or not, to understand it. They enter¬ 
tained no con'dderatioQ for the wide difiei'euco be¬ 
tween the country from wbici; tho law camo and 
the country in which they were called upon to ad- 
roimstier it. Their entire conduct manifested this. 
Destitute of all enlarged views, olthor of jiu'jspru- 
d#Dce or of tho principlos of human nature, the 
supreme court was to tbom tlie world. In addition 
to this faiiing, they wero influenced hy the most in¬ 
flated notions of their own dignity, and tlie most ax* 
travagant anxiety to extend the jurisdiction of titoir 
court ihr and wide. Whether* they wore actuated 
1;^ other motives—whether, within the mind of the 
dbtaf ju^ico more o^eeiallyi any of a darker nature 
opecated, can never bo known—there is no evi¬ 
dence—thi»e perhaps will be always some suBpicion. 

Equal obscurity hangs over the question as to the 
participation of Hastings in this unhappy transac¬ 
tion. Tho acensotioD rests entirely or a combi- 
Datum , of clrcmziatnncos, which might bavo bee)i 
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CHAP. IX. foitaitoufi. Nun com ar hud stood forwmtl ns the ao- 
* ' cuser of Hafltinge. HaBtinga hod instituted legal pro¬ 
ceedings ogdnst Nnncomaf and othem fbr on alleged 
conspiracy. The charge does not appear to hoTo 
been Tory readily susceptible of proof; and the 
general opinion seems to hare been, that it ^ould 
feil. Exactly at the time when, if Hastings were 
guilty, and the acetzser capable of substantiaiing his 
charge, it was most important to the goTemor- 
generel that he should be removed, Nuncomar is 
apprehended on a charge of forgery committed 
several years before—the prosecutor being a native, 
who, it may bo presumed, shared in the dislike of 
the supreme court believed to have boon then gene¬ 
rally entertained by his conntiymen. The accused 
party is tried and convicted. Tho court have the 
power of respiting the sentence; and, with refer¬ 
ence to the unusual circumstances of the case, re¬ 
spite seems deairabl^. They, however, refuse; and 
the chief justice, who had been the schoolfellow of 
Hastings, and remained his porsoual friend, mani¬ 
fests some displeasure at an attempt of the prisoner's 
counsel to procure an application for clemency. The 
prisonor is exeented; his fhte is ascribed to his hos¬ 
tility to the governor-general; and it is alleged, that 
men were thenceforward afraid of preferring charges 
against that functionary. Such Is the case against 
Hastings. On tlie other hand, it is urged, tbnt the 
proseentoT in this cose was a person with whom 
HafitingB had no connection; that be could not in¬ 
terfere witii the proceedings of the supreme.court; 
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that Niinooiiiar,ihimthd moment of hJsapprelieiision cbap. ix. 
to that of hiB dKeoation, vas in tbo himOa of the 
kvr; and that it was not in the power of tb© goTei- 
uor-generaJ either to accelerate or to suspend bis 
punifiiuQont. ^11 this is oaqaestionabl^ true; and 
it is not lees true thot» In tbo sifting inquiries which 
at a later period took place into this proceeding, 

^en eridence was sought with a degree of assi- 
duitj rarely eserdsod, no evidence was found; and 
wbetbor Hastings, in relation to tho trial and exe¬ 
cution of Nunoomar, was guilty or unfortunate, is a 
question wbieb can never bo satlsibctoiily answered. 

It is involved in that impenetrable mystery which 
bangs over so much of the public llfo of that re- 
marhablo man. 

The deatli of Nniicomar was succocdecl by a com¬ 
parative calm. The state of fooling iu the council 
remained niialterod, and the miyority continued to 
dotciminc and to act without reference to the views 
of the governor-geDeT&l and tho single member wlio 
supported him. But tbo btreoro of accusation, which 
had set so strongly and so foimidably against Hast¬ 
ings, ceased to How. Men wcie appalled by tho 
of the ohiof accuser, and tho govemor-goneial 
Sfijoyed a degree of peaco in this respect, to which 
ho hod long been a stranger. 

Boon after the intriguing life of Nuncemsr had 
hoen closed by an ignominious death, iiis old rival, 

Mahomod Reza Khan, attained a trinmph. Tho 
Const of Dlrectoia having become satished of Ida 
ionooenoo, and of tho infamy of his accuser Nunco- 
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CHIP, ]x. maii bad directed his restoration to office. There 
vas some ambiguitj in the orders of the Coui't, and 
the two parties in cormdl,m confomitj'with what was 
now long'ostablished cnatom^ adopted dilihrent eon- 
structions of them. The will of the majority wbs» 
that Mahomed Reza Khan should be restored to his 
former charge, which involred the duties which 
had been assigned to Goodias. The latter, how- 
erer, was consolod in some degi'ee for his less, bj 
appointm^t to another office; but inferior in trust, 
dignity, and emolument to his former post. 

Little occurred at the board to disturb the mo¬ 
notony of eternal bickering tlU the death of Colonel 
a.n. i99e. Moosou, which took place in September, 1778. 

This eTent reduced the two parties in council to an 
e<piaUt 7 in point of numbers; bnt as the goTemor- 
general bad the casting vote, its effects were to 
reveiao the former position of the combatants, and 
to throw into the hands of Hastings oU the power 
which his opponents had previously exercised.* What 
followed may readily be anticipated. Hastings ex* 
erdsed his long-lost authority in the same spirit 
which actuated its former poseeesors; and he pro¬ 
ceeded without ceremony to annul su^ of 6SftA 
as were most offensiTe to him. When the council 
insisted on tire recal of Mr. Middleton from Onde, 
the functions of the resident had been temporarily 
vested in the officer commanding the brigade. After 
a time, the board agreed to appoint a civil servant 
to the office of resident; but they were far from 
' agi'ooing as to the person who should bo selected for 
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the purpose. The governor-general proposed the chap. ix. 
Honourahld Frederick Stuart. The oppc»*mg ma¬ 
jority reiused to concur: they proposed a gentle- 
n\B.n named Bristow; snd holding the power in 
their own bauds, their proposal, os a matter of 
course, was carried.* Shortly after tiio death of 
Colonel Monson, Hastings retaliated by proposing 
the recal of Mr. Bristow, and the re-appohitment 
of Mr. Middloton. General Clavoring and Mr. 

Francis stoutly resisted; they talked loftily of tbe 
injustice done to Mr. Bristow, in removing him from 
a situation wiuch ho liad filled with credit to himself 
and advantage to tbe Company, and for do other 
avowed reason than to pve his place to another; 
but argument and declamation were alike vtUn. Tho 
fbot of the govcmor-goneral was upon tlie necks of his 
opponents; he remembered how they bad employed 
their power whllepower rested with them, and seemed 
resolved that they ahonld have some experience of tho 
mortification which he had endured. He persevered, 
and it was decided that Mv. Bristow should give way 
to Mr. Middleton. Both parties agreed in declaring 
that there was no objection to either Mr. Middleton 
or Mr. Bristow*—that both were weU fitted fbr the 
duties of the office of resident. They thus alike td- 
nutted that their motives were to a great extent fac¬ 
tions. HaatingB, indeed, cannot be greatly blamed for 
restoring a man of acknowledged competency to an 
office from which ho had boeu somewhat oapdciously 
removed ; hut, on the other baud, it must not bo 
’ See page 66. 
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CHAP. IX. forgotten that, in tbia instance at least, the con¬ 
test had been in some dogree provoked bj the ]>er- 
tintunoua refbaai of Hastings to aabmit the im- 
mutilated correspondenco of himself and the reel- 
dent to tbo board. A still less exonsable act of 
retaliation was perpetrated with regard to a oivil 
servant, named Fowke, who had been appointed 
under the ascendancy of the late minority to a 
situation at Benares. This gentleman and his ibthoi' 
had taken part with the opponents of Hastings, and 
under the prateuce that the duty aaaigned to Mr. 
Fowke wa5 special, and had been peribmed, ho was 
removed. Immediately afterwards, another civil ser¬ 
vant was appointed to reside at Benares, with anassis- 
timt bearing the name of Hostinga's constant sup- 
portei', BarwoU. If in the removal of Mr. Bristow, 
and the re-eppointmout of Mr. Middleton, Hastings 
had some grounds of jnsti/i cation, In the case of Mr. 
Fowke there were none. It was, as described by 
General Clavering, " a vindlotivo measure couched 
under the c^pearance of a publlo service.”* In this 
spirit was the buriness of the Indian government oon- 
ducted till the authority of Hastings was once more 
shakou by the arrival of intelUgence of anew ana^^ 
meiit for carrying on the government, in whj<^ thQ 
name of IlastiDgs did not appear. General Clavering 
was to be governor-general, and Mr. Wheeler, for¬ 
merly a director, was nominated to the vacant seat 
in council. 

To explain these changes, it will be necessary to 
* MlfiQte. 2ad Dt««inbcr. I77S. 


MrnSH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 


01 


refer to the course of evecta by which they were chap. tx. 
brought about. 

Weanedwitbtbe ODnoyAncea of his aituatioD, Hast* 
lugs formed the determination of reeigning hie office; 
and two gentlemen, Mr. Graham and Colonel Mno* 
lean, seem to have been intrusted with authority, 
under certain ciroumstancee, to tondor bis resigna* 
tion. The latter only appears to have acted in the 
buMDees,* and his proceedings partake, in no small 
degree, of that mystery which hanga over almost 
every thing connected with the name of Hastings. 

On Colonel Maclean's arrival in England, be found 
the state of feeling in almost every quaiter nnfii* 

TOnrable to his principal. The administration were 
decidedly hostile, actuated partly by the ropreseuta* 
tions which they had undoubtedly recoived from the 
m^bers of council opposed to tho govcmor-gene* 
raJ, and partly by a desire to bring the ontire go* 
vernment of India witliin the sphere of their patron* * 
age. The ConrC of Directors had passed resolutions 
condemning the policy of tho RohiQa war, and es* 
proesiug an opinion, that the whole of the corres* 
pondenco between the govemor*genend and Mr. 
Middleton, resident at Oude, ought to have been laid 
befbre the council. These reeolntions were subse* 
gnently adopted by the general court; a prefatory 
clause being, however, introduced, recognising tho 
service and integrity of the goveroor*geQenLl, and 

■ Colonel MooluB appeon to hava bean of ageaciea. 

While acting for Haatiogt, he vna at tho ause a^nt O the 
Nabob of Arcol, the Bver*iatrigulog MaboaetAH. 
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CBAP. DL aoquitticg him of oil suspicion of connptiOQ. On 
some other suljects, the Court of Directors Tisited 
tlio conduct of llafitings and his associate Banveli 
A.Di 1770 \rith coDsuro. On tUo 8th Ma^, 1776, a motion was 
made aud carried for on address to Uis M^jestT’i 
praying their romoTel from office,* 

On hearing of the intention to bring fbra'ard the 
motion, Hastings's agent mado overtures botli to the 
ministers and to intiuential directors, with a view to 
aocommodation.f They appear to bavo been nuga^ 
tory, and tlio An ends of Hastings having, as one of 
them observed, " nothing to lose by a defeat,**f 
cletensined to tiy tho result of a general conrt. 

To tliat tribuual they accordingly appealed, witb a 
view to revoising the decision of the Couit of Di¬ 
rectors. A reguisitiou being obtained, a general 
court was summoned for tbe 15th of May; and on 
that day it was moved, that it be recommended to 
tbe Court of Directors to reconsider their resolution 
for procuaing tho removal of Mr, Hastings and Mr.^ 

Bai woU from office; and that they abooJd report to 
the general Conrt of Proprietors, as speedily as pot- 
siblo, their pi'oceedings on soch recommendation, 
bofore any farther steps should be taken in the 
business. Tbe court, on this occasion, was thronged 

* It will be RcoUacted, that tbe goTBmor.general ond conooU 
were eppoiated by act of pailiuuent for fire yma, ead were • 
isremoveblfi, except bj the Ciowd, on the eppHcetion of tbe Ooure. 

' cf1>iE«oton. 

t Bee letter of Colonel Meclean, la Gleig** Memoira of Hae. 
tiogs>-eol. fi. pege $8 el ae;, 

t Oolonol Maclean. i 
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by peera, privy couacillore, ajicl Eulherents of a^Jminle* 
tratios. TreoEury inflnence is svd to been csm- 
ployod to ft great' extent egsinst Hastings i ojxd the 
first lord of the adinhtilty, the Earl of Sandwich, 
ifi represented as having been unusually active in 
aiding the cause with which the ministry had con* 
neoted itsolf. The debate wns protractQ<1 till tho 
approach of midnight, when the Irionds of Ilastlaga 
pro])osod to ^ following day. The 

rainistoriol party opposed, and, ou a division, llto 
motion for oiljournmcnt was lost. Hastings's siti> 
porters then demanded, that tho question which 
hod beou the means of calliug tlie court together 
should bo detemined by ballot. The losult was 
victory to the cause of tho govomor-gencra), tho 
motion of bis frionds being carne<l on tiro ballot by 
ft majority of one hundrud and six.* 

On the 10th July, tho resolution for romoving the 

* Miflutot of the general court, M,S. Hostingt's tge&c repre* 
•ooU this defeat u n ^?e aonoyeneo to the mlnlitry. Ho caye, 
” It hot given great oilutoa to the admuualrmtioR. 1 havo never 
koowa Aon lo sore on any defeet So great a aal^ty lias 
atonaed Atm. Lord North cannot boor tho lotet meation of Ac 
India House, ditectort. or propnators. Ks win have oolhing to 
do wiA ludiA aatttrt out of parliament. * The Company must 
bo reitiioUd to ita ooauaerce; territorial noqulaltiorui are beyond 
ibmr ol^tiea to manage, and oinat be toheo from them witbont 
wailing for the expiration of Ae charter. For this purpose par. 
IkiBsot must meet before Chilstmes i ia tho aesatime the pro- 
priston may do what they pleos^ihe more viokat aod. absurd 
their actioca As better.' This is now A« loagucge of the mbu- 
terial party, end Aey bare held It uniformly since Aeir defeat.” 
**Letter from Colonel Maeleen, Memoirs of Haitingi, toI. ii. 
pages $0, 6$. 
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CHAP. jx. govemoavfoDoral, and Mr, Bwwell wap rescinded by 
tbo Coui't of Dii'ectors with regard to Mr. Barwell, 
and on tbc I6tb tlie lijte Indulgence was extended 
to the governor-general Notwithstanding this, some 
of the iHeiids of Mr. Hastings seem to have enter¬ 
tained little hope of muntaining him in the chair 
at Calcutta in opposition to tho powoiful mteroste 
arrayed against him. Colonel Maclean appoan to 
have been engaged in a long and somewhat oom- 
pUcatad sorioa of intrlgnee, the object of which was 
to enable Mr. Hastings to (put otflce with some 
degree of credit. Hououre from the Crown wcw 
taJIcod of, but these, it was intimated, could not bo 
coiifcrrod. A series of propositions seem, however, 
to havo been at length agreed upon by Colonel Mac- 
lean and Mr. Robinson, a confidential seiwant of the 
Tomistry, which were to serve as a basis for poace.** 
The minister being jiropitiated, Hastings's i^nt 
turned to the Court of Directors. At a court held 

A. D. 1776. on tho 11th of December, a Jotter trom Mzn was 
read. It stated that Mr. Heatings, seeing the oe- 

* Soese of Uiose are rezooikable. The ordclu of the W««tf 
vara fiva is soisber; the iomth prQ?ides " Lbat ill retrospect isd 
prweestasa fffevioss to the late ect of parliasust affecting the 
eoprcraiooimciloiaieanddeteraiai. and in ease nay mformer b- 
fmige tiiii artiole. adnmutntion ihall give their aid to defttt it*' 
The fifth etipsletta ** that Mr. Htifttinga ihall he >eeU received on 
hie return ; a vote of thanlcB promolKl. if noTed for: and nobody 
to be diiplfloed,” See Gleig’a Mereoin of Hoatioga. to], ii. page 
89. T'he entire detsdleof the negetutinn. ae narrated by Cob* 
nil Maoleaa. an highly amuabg, The inforaatioo doea not 
ooma through the dauicet chuioal: but there ie no reawn for 
deubtisg tta guieral accuroi^. 
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ceseity of unojiimity in tlie eupromo cotmcU of chap, rt, 
Bengal for oonductisg tho efRiin of the Company 
there, and for eetabliahmg; any permanent eystcm of 
gOTenunent for the good and prosperity of the conn* 
try, finding from tho unhappy diviaions which have 
occuned m the suproroe council, that such was not 
likely to subsist, and having anxiously on every 
occasion studied to protnoto the wel&re of the Coni* 
psny, a couieo which he would ever ^lontinue, had, 
fh>m these motives, authorized the writer, ColonoJ 
Maclean, to dgni^ his desire to resign the office of 
govemar-genoral, and to re^jnest the eonrt to norni* 
note a eucoessor to the place which would thoroby 
be vacated in the supreme cotmeiL On the IStb 
the loiter was taken into consideration.* On this 
day, also, Colonel Maclean was called in, and a ques¬ 
tion was proposed to him an to bia autliority. This 
was certainly a natural and proper inquiry, but it 
appeai'ed that the agent was not prepoied to an¬ 
swer it uDConditionally. lie profhssed to be quite 
ready to give the court satisfaction, but intimated, 
that in the papers to which he must refer, the 
subject of his powers was mixed up with other 
matteis of a nature extremely confidential f 
and be tlierefore proposed, instead of laying ^em 
before the court, to submit them to the inspection 
of three of the directors specially deputed for the 
purpose of examining them. The court agreed 



* This letter bid he«a a subject of conTemUon between 
Colonel Macleaa and bis treaeuiy frknd Foblnson, and Use latter Is 
slated CD hare drafted ft. $ce Memoirs of HsaUDgs, toI. ii. p €5. 
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CHAP. rx. to the proposal, and Mr. Roberts, the choiraian, 
Mr. James, the deputy-cUaiiman, and Mr. Bochor 
were empowered to m&ko the requisite in&pcetion. 
Tbe^ reported that Colonel Mnelcan ha<l she\m 
them certain impore rolatiag to his powers, and bad 
informed thorn that he bad moi«. On a future day 
they ftirtber reported that, from the purport of Mr. 
Haatings's Instructiona coutainod in a paper lu his 
own handwrifingi to Colonel Maclean, and 
fr>vwarded by him to them, Mr. Hastings doclm^ 
that ho would uot conllnuo in tlio govororoont of 
Bengal unlcH certain conditioDS tborein spocided 
could bo obtained, of which thoy saw no proba* 
bility; that Mr. George VoneittaU had assured them 
that he was present whon tlicso iiistructions were 
given to Colonel Macloan, and wlion Mr. liaatiugs 
empowered that gentleman to declare his resigna¬ 
tion to the court, and that this hod boon confirmed 
by Mr. Stuart, who stated tliat Mr. Hastings bad 
informed him that ho liad giTcn instructlous fbr 
this jmrposo to Colonel Maclean. The court do- 
tormined the evidence of the colonel's authority to 
bo euffioient, and a resolution that tho resignation 
be accepted was carried unuilmouely; tho friends of 
Hastings snpporting the losolution, because they 
thought it in acoordauce with his iuteiosts and 
wishes; his enomios, because It gratified their long- 
oboTished desire to bo rid of him. Mr. Wheelar 
was then nominated to succeed to the vacant p)^ 
in council, sud a petition to the Ciowu praying the 
appointmeDt of that gentleman agreed upon. 


. 1 , 
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The eonsent of the Crown grivo effect to the 
nomination of the court, and the new appoint¬ 
ment was formally announced to the Government 
of Bengal The news raised a storm exceeding in 
violeneo tmj that bad previously occurred. Hast¬ 
ings repudiated the acts of Colonel Maclean, and 
determined to retain his post at the heed of the 
government: General Chwering wae equally bont 
on assuming the dignity, to which ho conceived 
himself entitled. Both pxoceeded to exercise the 
functions appertaining to the disputed office, hath 
issued summonses fbr meetings of cooncil, and each 
found a follower. Mr. Barwell answered tho gnm- 
moua of Hastjogs, and Mr. Fnmeis that of Gf^neral 
Clavering; there were thus two councils sitting at 
the same tinae under the authority of two difTeront 
persons, each claiming to be govomor-genero]. • 
The effects of these contests might have been 
seriously disastrous; the manner in which they 
wei^e carried on almost partakes of the Indicroua. 
Mr. Barwell, on taking his place at the council 
called by Hastings, informed the “hoard" (con¬ 
sisting of HasUegs and himself) that on hie way he 
had received a note requiring his attendance at the 
council at which Goncral Clavering was to preside. 
Before the minute which was to record this fact 
was completed, a Utter, addressed to “ Warren 
Hastings, Esq.,” without iurthor appendage, was put 
into the bonds of the person thus designated. It 
was horn General Clavering. After recapitulating 
the steps by which the assumed change in the go- 
• VOL. n. n 
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C(UP. 1%. yenunoDt bid been eFTected, Iloetinge's competitor 
^ requii^d tliat tlio koye of Fort William and of the 
Compan^^s treoTury sbtuld be deliyored to Mm, and 
mtimatcd bis intention of being at the eouncU-bonse 
at a epeoified boor to roceiye them, unleas Hastings 
.ahonld prefer any other method of complying vriik 
tire I'cqviititlon; one condition only being insieted 
upon^that the surrender ehonld take place in tlio 
course of the day. The oiwor of Hostinga and 
Bar well Tsas tlmt they knew of no act or instinracnt 
by which the office of governor-general had been 
vacated, nor by which it had devolved upon Gcsoral 
Clavoriug; and,that they would maintain, by all 
legal means, the authority and trust conferred by 
the act under which the existing government was 
constituted. 

• The rival council in the meantime had met. 
General CJaveriug bad taken the usual oath as 
governor-general, and, in concert with Mr. Francis, 
had feamed a proclamation announcing the change 
in the government, publication of which was ordered 
to be made without delay. It was also to be trans¬ 
lated into the Persian and Bengalee languages, but 
the Persian translator refused to perform his office. 
The secretary was less scrupulous; be had readily 
obeyed the instructions of General Clavering, but 
subsequently received orders from the other party 
not to summon any council without the order of 
Hastings as governor-general, nor to perform any 
official duty without his authority, or that of a 
majority of coundl assembled under it. He was 
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also Toquijcd to seud to the cooncil coavokod hy cBjLP. jx. 
Htetinf: the deq)atcho8 from Europe 'which had *“ 
excited thi s ferment. Hie answer to the forme' of 
these instructioaB was an apology for h&Ting acted 
under the orders of Gencml ClavcriDg in suiumoning 
a council in his name; to the latter he replied hy 
stating that the despatches bad been doliyered to 
the party whose authority he Lad thus recognized. 

Scarcely had the secrataiy made report of these 
circumstances to General Claycring and Mr. Fran* 
ciS) whon Mr. Baiwell presented bitosclf before 
them. He was asked whether he meant to take his 
place as a member of couudh but on this ])oint 
he maiutnined an obstinate silence. His business 
was to obtain possesion of the fotal despatches which 
had thrown the government into confvsion> and 
he requested that they might he dell veiled to him. 

General Ciaveriog replied, The council is sitting, I 
cannot part “with them.*’ Tbo applicant, without 
arguing tbo right of the alleged cooncil, inquired 
at what time he coiJd have the letters: this pro¬ 
duced a question as to the authority by which he 
demanded them. Still Mr. Barwell refrained either 
from impugning the authority of those whom he 
addresed, or asserting that of Hastings. He re< 
pbed that he required the despatches as a momber 
of the council of Bengal, in which capacity be was 
entitled to peruse and take copy of any pubHo 
papen. This privilege it did not suit the sebisma- 
tfca) hoard at that moment to recognize. General 
Clavering annwored, “You have heard them read 

a 2 
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Ml. Bftrwell demanded to know whether the papers 
would be delivered to him or not; thd Geiioinl 
replied that be was not there to answer intertoga« 
tones, and repeated his former intimation, that the 
inquirer might hoar the dospatchos read. The 
demand for tlio delivery whs thon made in a more 
formal mannei*. Gondi'fil Claveiing refused to vary 
his answer. Mr. Barweil ordered the seci'etary to 
send him the papers in dispute as soon as they came 
into his possession; and thus this exti’aordiaary 
conference ended; 

Hastings, however, roznamed firm in the assei tion 
of bis authority. The commandant of the garrison 
of Fort William, the coiomanding oMcers at the 
various stations, the provincial countils and collec¬ 
tors wore all formally remmded that their obedience 
was due only to Hastings, as governor-general, and 
the nuyoiity of the council, and warned against 
yielding it to any other anthority. To strengthen 
his claim by the sanction of the accredited interpre¬ 
ters of the law, Hastings appealed to the judges of 
the anpreme court: his opponents acquiesced in 
the appeal. They appear, indeed, to have possessed 
little confidence in their own views; for, with refer¬ 
ence to the appeal to the judges, they resolved to 
suspend the execution of all the orders which they 
had passed. The decision of the judges was in fo- 
vour of Hostings, who used his vlctoiy in a manner 
as little creditable to his character for discretion as 
for good fooling. With tho aid of his steady adhe- 
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rent, Borwell, be passed a series of lesolutions sin* cnap. ix. 
guJarJy intempemte, vindictive, and absurd. After 
redting tUe acts performed hy General Claverhig, 
under bis assumod authority, they dedcox^d not only 
tliot bj those acts he had ueuiped the office of 
govemoT-getieral—a proposition ^bicU the dccleioii 
of tho judges wonld have justiiicd^but that tbo 
general “ tmd thereby relinquished, resigned, sur* 
ronderod, and vacated the office of senior ooundllor 
of Fort Wdliam,” os wolJ as the jdace of oommau- 
der*m<>chief of the Company's foi'ces in Indie; that 
Mr. BerweU hod thereby become senior councillor; 
that the office of coniniandei'*m-chiof no longei* ox* 
iabed; and that, for “ the preservation of the legality 
of” their ” pioceedinga Genera] Clavorlng aljouM 
not in future be summoned or admitted as a mom* 
ber of council ” These proceedings seem to have 
excited considerable alaim in the enemy’s quarters. 

Mr. Francis attended the next meeting of council, 
and prefaced a motion for reveraiug the resolutions 
respecting Genera! Clavering, noth a representation 
of the dangers which surrounded the govemmsiLt, of 
the evils which had oriseu &om psasiou and precipi* 
toncy, and of the necessity for recurring to a more 
moderate end prudent oouree. He claimed for him* 
self credit in regard to his immediate and implicit 
submission to the decision of the judges, and im* 
plored that he might be allowed to act the part of a 
mediator. In this character he urged the revei'sal 
of their late proceedings: he referred to the origin 
of tbo existing govemmeut; conteuded that tliora 
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CHAP. tx. weM onJy four ways by which the light of General 
Claveriug to the place which he hod preyiouBly 
ocenpied in counci! could he Toided—by death, 
resignation, removal by the Crown, or sncceesion 
to tho office of govemor-goaeral, and that none of 
these events had taken place. He oakod, “ of what 
avail thon is yonr declaration that his place is va¬ 
cant in tho form and manner prescnboil by tlielaw?” 
nnd demanded whether those who had passed the 
declaration were prepared to support it by a militoiy 
force. “This,” he Boid, “is not the language of 
menace, nor intended bo ; it ia the language which 
your true fneud.^, if you have any, should bold to 
you in the most perilous state in which it is possible 
for you to bo placed." On the claims of General 
Cbvering to bold tho office of commander-in-chief 
of the Company’s forces In India, he held a aimilar 
line of argument, varied only with reference to the 
different circumatances of the appointment. Mr. 
Francis was answered by Mr. BarwelJ, who ex¬ 
pressed bis belief in the legality of the resolutions 
passed on General Clavering, and his detorminotion 
to uphold them, but did not sustdn bis opinion by 
any redundancy of argument. The governor-general, 
in the unrelenting spirit which he so f^quently 
manifested, mamt&med the legality and necessity of 
excluding General Clavering Ith^iq council But Ge¬ 
neral Clavemg ^d Mr. Francis had appealed to the 
judges of the supreme court. The judges unani- 
tnoualy decided that the council hod no power to 
remove one of its mombera or declare his seat va- 
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cftnt. They coold not indeed have decided otUer- chap. ix. 
'wise, ‘without palilicly exbibitjng tbemselTea as unfit 
to occupy the aefit of justice. No man of common 
understanding and ordinaiy infovmation, wUatover 
might be the degree of his knowledge or ignorance 
of the law, could entertain any doubt on tho sabject* 

Those who thus sought to nd tbemselves of a disa¬ 
greeable associate, could not beliOTe that they ha<l 
any right to tho power of which they assumed tlie 
exorcise. They contended that Hastings was still 
goveinOT-geiieial; that there hod been no vacancy 
in the office; and that consequently General Claver¬ 
ing could not have succeoded to it. It neoessarUy 
followed that be remained in the position which he 
occupied bcfoi'e, for be had not reugned his place 
In council for the purpose of obtaining the office of 
govcinor-goneral and then failed to attain lia object; 
his ceasing to be tho second member of council was 
only an incident of bis supposed elevation to the 
i* fl.nV of the first; and if his assumption of the title 
and authority of govomor-geueral were a nullity, all 
that was merely inculental upon that assumption, 
and was dependcut upon it fbr force and validity, 
was alike null and void of eifect. The opponents of 
Hastings bad done much to irritate him; but by this 
most extraordinary attempt to deprive one of them 
of the power of giving him further annoyance^ tho 
govemor-genoial put himself so complotely in the 
wrong, as to leave his eoudact in this respect with¬ 
out the shadow of justificadon or excuse. 

In looking back upon these events with the calm- 
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CHAP. IX. Hoas of fcelia^ wlucL tlio actors in them oonid not 
maintain, It is imposaibld nob to be etrnok ^tb the 
TLolenoe tnd precipitancy maiiifeeted by bJI parties. 
General Clovering lu the goTemment had 

a pretence barely colourable, and it is scarcely con* 
ceiTable that he could bare believed it more 
colourable. The instrument under ^hich the pro* 
poeod change in the govciTunent was to bo eUbcted, 
refened to Hastings's lesignntion not as an act that 
had been peiformed, bnt as an act contemplated r 
*' Whereas the said Wanen Hastings hath caused 
notice to be given to the said United Company that 
he desires to resign the said office of Oovernor-gene* 
ral of Bengal.”* The succeafflon of General Clavering 
to tlio offico of governor-goneral, which was not de« 
pendent on any thing but the occuircnce of a va* 
coney, was spoken of os something future ;—'' And 
whereas, upon such resignation of the said Warren 
Hastings as aibresaid, the said John Olavering, ac> 
cording to the directions of the said recited Aot of 
Parliament, will succeed to the said office of gover* 
nor-geneiol;’' Mid tho appointment of Mr. Wheler 
to a place in council was to have effbet ** from and 
immediately after” the office should “ become va¬ 
cant by tlie resignation of” Hastings. The parties 
interested in dispossesting Hastings, Indeed, main* 
tinned that these forms of expression bad reference 
only to the retention by Hastings of the powers of 
governor-general till the arrival of the instrument 
in India; and that the intention to resign had boon 
* ConuzuMian oppoiDting Mr. Wheler. 23rd October, 177S. 
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accepted liy tlie Com of Dii^ectors oa a teal re> cuap. dl 
si^atlon, and acted opoii occordinglj. The}* dao 
\uged the possible incosTeniences tliat iniglit arise 
the nod-fulfilmoiit of a protoise to resi^i, afler 
tbo necessary measures had been taken to snppl/ 
the Taeondee which would he created by such 
resignation. These IncosreiuenceB are obrioua \ but 
still it is clear that the expreeeion of an Intention 
to resign is not a resignation; and though a per¬ 
son in the position of Hastings may justly bo re¬ 
proached with levity, or something worse, for rais¬ 
ing an expectation that he is about to resign, ond 
failing to realise it after all the arrangemeints for 
providing for the consequences of such a step aro 
complete, yet if his forma] resignation bo necos- 
saty to give effect to those arrazigeinents, no one 
con benefit by them until it be made. The in- 
stinment under winch Geneiid Clavemg cLumed 
to take upon himself the office of govemor-general 
did not supersede Hastings. Anticipating the re¬ 
tirement of the govemor-general, the Court of 
Directors nominated a new conndllor, and the 
Crown confirmed tbo nomination; hut the opera¬ 
tion of these acta was contingent upon an event 
which depended on the judgment or the caprice of 
the person whose removal was to create a vacancy in 
council. There la thereforo no dlfficnlty in deter¬ 
mining that General Clavering, in assuming the 
office of governor-general, and Mr. Francis, in abet¬ 
ting him in the assumption, acted illegally as well 
as unwisely. 

Tho'conduct of Hastiuge is free from the impu- 
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CVKV. IX. tatioQ of illogdit^: he bad a light to letm Ida 
office if he so pleased; the question remains whe« 
ther lio was morally as well os legally jnstified. 
The precise powers which he coiiToyed to his agents 
cannot be ascerttuned, He gave them two papers, 
ono laying down c^tdin eonditlons as indispen* 
sublo to his retention of (he govenunent, the other 
explanatory of ono of those conditions.* Whether 
there wero any fUrtlicr instructions in writing 
Hastings piofbsaed to he unable to recollect, and 
there are no satisfactory means of supplying the 
deficiency of the govonior-gencjul’e mcmoiy. Moie 
than these two papers appear to have been shewn 
to the solect three appointed by the Court of 
Directors to confer with Colonel Maclean, for it is 
recorded that Hastings's agent had laid before them 

SGvoral papers/' and “ had acqufuntod them that 
he bad more to produce relative to tho powers with 
which he was invested/’t seems, however, that 
the acceptance of the supposed re&gnation, as &r 
as it rested on documentary ground, was based on 
Hos^oga’s deolaration, that uiUess his conditions 
were complied with he would not oontinuo in the 
govenunent; and upon this, aided by tlie avowal 
of Colonel Maclean that he hod authority for what 

* Letter of gOTvmor-geaend to Court of Pirocton, 16th 
Auguit, 1777. Hestiagt speaki of the ccoditioiu as ^>ptjcable to 
hie being coniirmed in the govenunent; an extraordinary ex. 
preaaioa* aa be vaa olreadr b poaaeaaon of Che gorenuoenC under 
the pronaiona of an act of parlnnent. and could noc bo moorad 
without the eoerdao of tho jednt authoxitioa of tbe Company and 
the Crown. He oertably needed no confirmatioo. 

t Minnie of Court of Pirectora. Sth October, 1776. 
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ho did, ajid the testimony of Mr. George V&nattort chap. ix. 
and Mr. the court proceeded. Hostings 

affinned that Colonel Maeleon bad exceeded his iD** 
strizctioDS; and to discredit the evidence by which 
the alleged authority of his agent was confinnod, he 
observed, that ho bod never called apon the parties 
frinn whom it proceeded to bo witnefises to any 
transactions, nor ever authoiizod them to give testi** 
mony.* Those statements might bo true; but if 
Mr. Vansittort wos, os be etoted, pr^ent when tho 
instructions wore given to Colonel Moclean, ond 
Mr. Stowort received n conhrroatlon of them from 
'the lips of the governor-general at a fixture period, 
their evidence was nothing tho worse hocatise they 
had not been formally invested with the ebaraoter 
of witnesses. Hastings himself ocknowledgod that 
he knew one of these gentlemen to possess judg* 
meat and probity, and believed the some of the 
other: f as men of judgment they were not likely 
to misunderstond the goveinor-generaJ—as men 
of probity they would not misrepresent Ixin. It 
is remarkable, too, that Hastings never denied 
having given the alleged instructions, bat only dis¬ 
avowed alt recoUec^on of them, and odded plausible 
reasons to shew how unlikely it was that he should 
have given them. '* I con only say,” be observes, 

•• that I do cot retanx even the faintest idea of having 
given such ft commisaion; nor can I conceive the ne¬ 
cessity of empowering others to do, In my name, on 

• EMtiDp’s UtWr to Court of Direotorft, 16th August. 1777. 

t Letter, nt saprft, 
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cu\p. rx. act 'which must have wnited foi vaj ratification, and 
which it was at all ^es in mj own power to per¬ 
form for mTBelf without Agency.”* The latter part 
of this apeoious senCcnce contains an argument 
founded on mere semblance, which might be em¬ 
ployed reasonably enough by a stranger seeking to 
unravol peiple^ed foots, and find motives for aotlons 
of uncertain origin, but it is out of place when 
ui'ged by ono who was the priiicipnl party iu tho 
transaction under considcTation, and ‘who surely had 
not to conjecture the stale of foots fiom plansiblo 
appearances, or from a balance of prohabiliUcs. 
Tlio <^ue6tion was not whether the course wliich 
Hastings was alleged to have token was natural or 
nocossaiy, but whether it bad actually been adopted. 
Hastings ought to have been able to onswor this 
distinctly. To say that he did not recollect having 
given iostructions to tender his resignation, suggests 
the question, did he not then recollect that ho bad 
given no such instructions t It is ineiodihle that a 
matter of such vast importance should pass from his 
mind like an idle subject of casual conversation, 
and that bis resignation of the office of govemor- 
geuerol should hove been felt to be of so Uttie mo¬ 
ment, that he could not recollect whether the man 
whom be had avowedly entrusted 'with some power 
was commissioned to tender it or not. 

It has been said, that the power given in this 
respect was snbsequently withdrawn.! ^his stat^ 

* Letter, ut eupra. 

t Mot&oirs of HeeUags, vol. i. page 699. 
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neQt reste upon & loiter addressed hy Hsatiiigs to chap. ec. 
Mr. Graham and Colonel Maclean, in whicb he pro- 
fesses to retract the resolution communicated to 
them in a former letter, That resolution was to 
leave Calcutta and return to England hj the first 
ship of the ensuing season, if the advices hom that 
country should convey disapprobation of the treaty of 
Ben&jos and the Robiha war, and should '* mark on 
evident disinclination towards" him.* The know¬ 
ledge of Hastings's intention in this respect was 
stated to be confined to hie agents, who were to use 
it according to their discretion. This resolution it 
is that he retracted; and it is clear that the letrao 
tntion of the govoruor-general's intentions to take 
his departure from India at a particular time, if cer¬ 
tain circumstances occurred, is a very different thing , 

f^om the withdrawal from his agents of the discre¬ 
tionary power of tendering his resignation proWoualy 
given. The powers claimed by Colonel Maclean, 
and vouched for by Mr. Vansittart and Mr. Stewart, 
are not referred to in the supposed retractation. It 
is scarcely possible to doubt that such powers wore 
^pven.f Why they were not in writing, like the 

* Olfiig'i Mendn of HutuigB, toI. i. p«g9 521. 

f Madtu ia addresmg Hastings refers to thoM powen in b 
vhinh cciight eoavmce eoeptiasm itself. 8 m lus btcere 
in Gleig'e Memoirs, toL ii. The following is an extract from one 
of them; it relates to Maclesn'emtemews with the referees of the 
Ccport of Z)ireetors. Mr. Bechet hod asked If the sgeot had so 
direct audiority to produce. Mr. Maoleen s«re, " I anewered. * 

‘ No 1 1 believe nether Mr. Hastings nor a&y of those who were 
present thought it a matter t£ so much fon&elity. If certeio 
things were not obtained I wse ordered to Bgtdfp Mr. Hactmge'a 



no 


HlffTOEY OP THE 


cilA?. IX. oonditioDs upon wliich Hastings insUted if be con* 
tinuod in the goveiTuncnt, it is not cisy to saj. 
One mode of accounting ibr it is, that at the mo¬ 
ment they were glyen, Hastings contemplated the 
diance that n cliange of cirenmstancee might render 
it convenient to disavow them; and unfortunately 
neither his public nor private policy was suffioioutly 
'marked by straight-Corwordness to discredit this 
supposition. It is certain, moreover, that circum- 
a stances ^d ebangod. The death of Colonel Mon- 

. • A faon had left Hastings mostei* of the council, and 
• this event has been generally regarded as the cause 

* of his tenacity of office. Another cause has been 
suggesibd, in a virtual breach of tho contract con- 
oinded between tho ministry and Hastings's agent. 

•' • Immediately after the appointment of Mr. Wheler 
to a seat in oonncil, ‘ it was determined to grace 
the anticipated accession of General Claveiing to 
the office of govemoi'-geueral by bestowing on him 
r th^ order of the Bath. No similar mark of royal 
* fevour was to welcome tho return of Hastings, 
^ and the friends of the latter immediately wrote to 
the govemor-genoraJ, giving their opinion that by 

IrisH to be reSevcd; if they wen obtaised, 1 ordered not to 
iniil» tlila ligoi^DetioD. Bat tbeee orders «ero so atrict and pod* 
tiee that 1 entreated oad, with dlfficolty. obteised «ox&c latitude 
fift to thILtime mode of ooti^ing tbia iDteodon. I now 
\ notified to yoa Mr. Kaatiuge'e wiab to have a aucceieor appointed, 
* j aod no tJame oan Ue with me nov, but that of banog ventured to 

* (/long tg, delay tt/ Gl^'e Memoirs, vol. u. page 88. It thus 

« j apiMrs that Maelesc’s authority vai referred to by him as confi¬ 
dently ia addreeeing Haetmgs hiiriiiiilf aa othen. 



&&mBn EHFIRE IN TNDrA. 


in 


tliia act of the mirdstiy tbo contract Tvas dissoWod, CHif. ix. 
ftucl lu’ging Hastings not to rcaign.* What degree 
of effect tlieir reprceentationa hod upon him can¬ 
not bo known i how Sta his porpose of retirement 
was shaken by the death of Colonel Monson is alike 
uncertain. It was not to he expected that, in on 
official expc«idon of his motives, he should advert 
either to the unexpected advantage whioh ho had 
deiivod from the death of one of his opponents, or 
to tho pique engendored hy the ribbon bestowed on 
another; but his defeiico addressed to the Court 
of Directors is not only unsatis&ctory, but incon* 
astent. At i^ commencement, after recounting * 
the reasons that occurred to him for and %aimt 
his resignation, he states that bis mind was so di* 
vlded that he could not come to any immediate de* 
cition; that he suspended his determination in the 
hope of his agont returning to India, or of learning 
by some other means ti^e authorities under which 
the measures for supplying his place had be^ . ^ ^ 
adopted; but that, having been disappointed in < ' * 

those expectations, he hod determined at length to 
declare that he did not hold himself bound by the 
acta of Colonel Maclean. Towards the conclusion 
of the same document, he says that, notwithstanding* 
his agent's want of authority, be liad intended to 
comply with tiie engagements made in his ^h^. 

He does not distinctly state the causes whioh led to 
the abandonment of this alleged intention, {at he 

* 8m leUers of Col. Maoleui cud Mr. m Gleg's 

Moaohs. v^. ii. pp. 96 tad 97. 
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CHAP. IX. to ascribe it to tbe conduct of General 

ClaTermg and Mr. Francis. That which is wanting in 
his pnblio despatch is supplied in his private corre¬ 
spondence. In addressing Lord North, soon after 
the storm raised hj General Clayering’s assumption 
of the office of governor-general, Hastings says, “ I 
was not pleased with tho engagement made ibr me 
by Mr. Maclean—I will candidly own it; but I hold 
naysolf bound by it, and was rcsolTod to ratify it. 
This was my resolution; but General Clayering 
himself has defeated it, by the attempt to wrest from 
me by Tiolenoo what he could claim only ns a volun¬ 
tary surrender; by persisting in assorting his preten¬ 
sions to all the rights and fimotions of my office i^m 
a time already passed, and indepondeut of my option, 
and by his incapacity to possess tho government, 
after having by his own acts and declaiaUons vacated 
tbo place from which alone he conid legally ascend Co 
it.’’* In this last sentence Hostings revives the ridi¬ 
culous plea that General Claveiing hod vacated bis 
scat in council; a plea which the Judges of riie 
supi^emo court had already clieposod of, and which 
no man of common sense conid seriously maintain. 
If, however, Hastings were wavering as to hie deci¬ 
sion, the inolcnee of General Clavering was not ill 
calculated to expedito and direct it. The mark of 
ministerial fevour bestowed on tho general, and the 

* Letter of Htitmgs to Lord North Oleg’s Vfemoin, voU u. 
page 169. In other letters Hastiugs held cmDar language. See 
the same Toliuae, pages 156 and 164. In oae of tb»e letters he 
adverts to a minuto in which hu approaching retirement wu 
referred to. 
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repr^dntations of Hastings's friends in England of cttap. 
its impropriotj, might also havo some effbot. These 
things might enter into the motives of Hastings’s 
oondnet) or tho;^ might not. Hero, as elsewhere, 
those moUves are involved in so mudi m^ter^ that 
the man who letu^es from the task of sumtinislng 
them, with a porfbot conviction of the success of 
hie labouis, must bo gifted with on extmordiuavy 
degi'ee of couiidenoe In his o\m powers of dis¬ 
covering tnilli.* 

It is no port of the duty of the hisboiian to vin¬ 
dicate the climaoter and conduct of Hastinge's 
agent, Colonel M&cloau. He was obviously an in¬ 
triguing man, and there is abundant leason to be- 
hevd that ho was an uuscrupuJous one; hut it being 
presumed that Hastily ]iad given him tlie authoHty 
which he churned, there dace not appear any ground 
for accusing him of dcher mistaking or n^lecting 

• HutijigB Burrounded eveiy ut of hus hie myAtcry. la 
% letter to bis Iriond Mr. SiiUvuii dated 29th JunOj 1777, after 
statmg that he had written to Mr. Duniiiagi he says, have now 
no ohanneT to Lord Korlh aor enewagment to mtio lo Mms 
yet I wish it were possible to him acquruntod with the late 
proceedinga. eepedally those of Oenoal Clavering and Mr. 

Pnaeis cm the 20tb tut.'—Gl^s Memc^, vol. ii. p. 17 2. It is 
scarcely credible, yet Uia tnie. on the very day on which 
he thus wrote to Mr. Sulivan, he addressed Lord North, to 
whem be bad "no encouragement to write," giring him an 
account of the very tracsectioiu which he so nnoh wished to 
bring to the nioister's notice, but, as he represented, wanted a 
cbsonel.—See the above volune, page 157. Itis remarkable that 
ifi his letter to Lord North Hastings doea not deny the authority 
of his sgSDt, he only expresses himself disBatisfieid with the ea* 
gageae&ts made by Imn. 

VOL. n, 
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cuAF. IX. tbo InterGsta of his pi^ncipa]. Mo found tbo mInU* 
tiy d(fdrou8 of roinoving Haetings. and a tufyoriry 
hostito to him jn the Court of DuiHstoia; Ito might 
}‘eftson&blj, thdreforo, coacludo that the Toluntnry 
• retiromeut of tli% govomoisgeneral was tho safest 

and most grtccM oonrso ihaC goqIcI he taken. Tho 
conditions domandod by IlssCiugn, lie was informed, 
wore not likolyto bo granto<l; and tbo non*com|di> 
' ai\ee of tlio court with liis wisbes in tide i'effi>oot woe to 
be tho signal for liis retirement. Ilnetings hail othov 
fnends in England besides Macloon, and they all 
ajipoar to have boon oonvincod that tbo time for the 
govemoT-gonoTol to withdinw bod arrivod, HAstiugn, 
indeed, bail, both publicly and prlTstuIy, inti mated 
)iis intontion of 6nsi>en<1lng his i^osignatioii; but it 
was only till tbo judgment possod upon him at homo 
oouhl be ascertained. That ovent had taken placo 
—tlic Court of Directors bad decided against him, 
and detormiued on his romoval. It is true that tho 
Court of Piopriotois Imd succeesfutly interposod its 
influence in bohalf of Hostings i but bow far the 
mc^fority in tlml court could bo relied upon fbr pre¬ 
serving hhn in ofUce for any considerable period, 
was a question fairly open to tbo consideration of 
tboBo intrusted with tbo cborgo of tho gOTornor' 
genorol's interests :* tho timorous and the bold, tho 

* Maolcao. in bu cominunicAlioQS to Hiutiaga. npeatedl^ 
nfers to th« diAculty of maiDtaiaing a in tlie general 

court After relatiiig the result of ea interview with the Chur* 
man of the Compeny. he itps. ''We retiml heavy heart e. 

Moeible of the little chance we bad to carry any quostion of via* 
lence ogainac the mejority in tlis Coart of Dlreetorei whatever 
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cautious and the 8RDg;ujao> migiit debide dijlByenO;, 
yet all decide hone5tlyv> an^ none of. tliem 
^th manifoflt imprudence. Tlie conducts of Rnst- 
friends lies been represented as’tlic effect of a 
deeper policy than at first >Blglrt appears. If Hast- 
inga Toluiitariiy resigned, there was no sciious impe^ 
diment to bis future return to office; if be were dia- 
misBed, a proTisiou.ui the recent Regulating Act* 
prooiaded bis restoi'atiou, except by the act of tbree- 
fourtbs of tbe Court of Dbijetors, couiltdicd by 
three-fburtlis in number of the proprietors voWng m 
a general court specially convened. Feai* of the 

ehasw we might have in a Court of Proprietors. How to bring 
our friends together from tho distant parts of the country was tlie 
dilemizuL; sod how to keep tbe discordant hnuichea of our sup* 
port together when they were met, in a direct attack on ednu* 
nistntion. was the dajigcr.’'—Letter of Maclean to Hostings, ia 
Gleig's Memoirs, rol. u. page 80. la another place he eays. in 
reference to an arrangemeitt by which the buaioesa of Keekings 
was earned orer a quarterly general court, " The udjoummeRt 
swr du was carried. Not forty members attended tiuseourti 
another proof that our measures were well timed, for what with 
thinness of ^ town on Ctfio hand, and the indignatioD of the 
Binueiy, which had been UbersUy poured forth upon oU those 
who had supported you on the first questioD, and wliom they 
thought they could terrify, had we been obliged to proceed faoe> 
tUely at this eourt, we should, I fear, have made but an iodiffer* 
eat figuTe.''‘^llid. toL n. page 88. And again, * * Without bemg 
on the spoi^ xharc ia no conceiving of wbat heterogeneous and 
unstable materials our majority waa made op, bow difficult it \m 
to collect, and bow much more difficult to keep them together.” 
—Page 64. It will be recollected Chat the frieudaof Hastiaga, ia 
ha^g recourse to a general eourt, were fsr from confident of 
rieCory; they avowedly acted under the itnpresaion " chat they bed 
nothing to loeo by defeet.” 

• 13 Geo. 8, cap. 68. 
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CHAP. rx. con^cqucne^B of this ])T07l5ioii hsis bcuu vety confi¬ 
dently presumed to liATC aotuAtod Colonel Maclean;* 
but thci'd IS no evidence to support the presumption^ 
and aa feu' as a judgment con ho fonned of the inten¬ 
tion of Hastings and his fiicnds, it wonld seem that 
his TOtii'cmeTit ws contemplated as imal. The sup- 
positiou tliat the pTovision of the Ucgnlating Act 
influenced them is not necessary to explain tholv 
conduct. Without wferouco to tliat provision, it ww 
obvioualy hotter that Hastings should rotiro ivitli 01 * 0 - 
dit than be dismissed with disgrace. One point, how- 
over, in this strange series of transactions must stiiko 
every one who examines tliem—it is the extreme 
feoility with which tlie Court of Directors yielded 
belief to ^e rq>re6entat)oz^ of Colonel Maclean, 
that he was authorised to tender the govemor-gcne- 
raJ’s re^gnation. This assertion, indeed, was sup¬ 
ported by corroborative testimony, the truth of 
which there was no reason to suspect; but a verbal 
authority, though confirmed by respectable evidence, 
was not sufficient to justify the grave and important 
step of putting in motion the power of the Crown to 
fill up the place In coimdl presumed to be vacant. 
In this case, os in many others, an inclination to bo 
satisfied supplied the want of formal and authorita¬ 
tive proof. Tlie Court of Directora wished to avoid 
a collision with the mlnistiy on the one band, or with 
tlie majority of the proprietora on tho other. The 
measure suggested by Hastings's agent seemed to 

* 'I'ha yiew u tAkcQ by the Select CoanitUe of die House of 
Commons, rntbeiiNiDth Report, 1789. 
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afford mosus of effecting tlus ; it moreover gave chap. ix. 
the opponent of Hastings all tlioj wanted, without 
subjecting his ffiends to tlio mortiiication of defect: 
it was consequently eagerly embraced. Conld the 
party hostile to HastingB have foreseen tbo conse¬ 
quence of their conduct, ho would not have eiyoyed 
the opportunity of disappointing their wishes by disa¬ 
vowing his agent. But they were too much pleased 
with the prospect of attaining theiv oljoct by cora- 
pxomise to examine very sciupulously into the au¬ 
thority on which the aiTcngcmcut rested, or into the 
pi'obability of the govoraor-gcneral performing that 
which bad been promised on his behalf. Hostings 
found it convenient to abandon his agent, or he had 
forgotten the instructions which he had given, or 
Maclesn had exceeded his authority. The result 
was a convulsion which might have uprooted the 
new-fotmdod ompiro of Great Britain in India, hod 
it not subsided almost os soon os imsed. In allaying 
the storm, the Judges of the supreme court did good 
service to the state; and it roust not he denied, that 
while General Clavering and Mr. Francis had by 
tlieir violence placed ttio British government in 
danger, they subsequently evinced a&r more con¬ 
ciliatory spirit than was shewn by their opponents.* 

* TheSeleot Goimmttee of tbe House ofConmoBs in Hita Nisth 
Report, 17SS. npreu an opinioa on the cendactof the eovC 
in occeptiagHafltmga’a roeignaboD. very different from that nain* 
taiaed in tiie text l^cyaay. "Oatbb occasioa thedlneton ebewed 
themffelvea extremely punotilioua v;th regard to Mr. Madcaa'a 
povera. They probably dmded the cbnige of becoming eecota- 
pbcea to an enatonoftho act by which Mr. HaatiiigB. tedgning die 
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CHAP, rx- Hastings, fixed in Lis seat by the decision of llie 
judges, continued to exewaee his power as absolutely 

%«rrvx, could escape the con«Of)uaficee aRa^ied hy law to a du- 
colanca." It Las been obaerred that there U no eridenoe that 
H&etifigt’e n^toration was contemplfUad Uy his a^^ent, and that 
thopretDiBplion eeome to lie tha other wny. The euppositioD that 
the court had ndbroaco to the csotaTc winch the coounittco au^* 
geet for Colood Mnelcnn's condnet, is ccpinlly gratuitous; end the 
essertion Chat extreme puscdliousncee was dup)a3n3d with itgord 
to thc^ officer'a powerSi requires for its refutation nolhiitg inora 
than CkD appeal to tiio fects wlueh lievo bean nairatcd. On some 
other pointa the Ninth Kepert of due Conuuittce ia marked by 
little iodgmeat or acnipulosity of ssecrtcon. The new Ukca of 
the conduct of the judges of the aupreoe court, in relation to 
the dispute between Haatinge and Ocneral Clavering for the 
gomiuir*g<aenlBhip, and the atraia of argument adopted in 
&eaHng of the aupposed reugnatioo, are sngululy perverM. The 
followiag is the pwasge to which these praota are discuseed. 

He fHaetiogsJ msuted on continuing in tho execution of his 
office, and supported himself by such roasooa as could he fumisbed 
in such a cause. An open schism Instantly dinded the eounoU; 
Oeoenl Clavering the office to which he ought to succeed, 

and Mr. Francis adhered b) him. Mr. Barwell etuok to Mr. 
Haftings. The two peirdea assembled separately, and every 
tiling was nuuung fost into a oonfusloni which suspended govern* 
ment. and m^it very probably have ended in a civil war, had not 
the j udgta of the supreme coart, on a reference to them, settled the 
con&uvsrsy, by deciding that the resignation was an Invalid aot, 
and that Mr. Hastinga was stfll In the legal poaseseion of his place, 
which bod been aotuoliy filled up in England, It was extroordl* 
nary that the nullity of this resignation should not have bran 
diacovereJ in England, where the act authoHsiog the resignation 
tliea woa. where the agent was pcrsoDally present, wliere tlie 
witnesses were examined, and where there was and could he no 
wont of legal advice either on die part of the Compare or of the 
Grown. The judges took no light matter ujioa tliem In super* 
sedbg and tberaby coadcmnizig the legality of his Majesty's 
appointment, for such it became by the royal epprobatioo." 
Ihc tese of this paas.'ige is vary remarkable, The commitlee 
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Qs before, oad to be subjected to tl)e saiuo auuoy* ch\p. 
mt&B &om the nnielenting opposition of those 

ii^>peAr pofidTEly ssgrj with dte jud|;ei fbr.'ivertiEg & Qvilwu/* 
which aceordm^ to tbdr own etattment wu izaptztdiisg; it would 
y>pn> u thocghj lA NiA judgEDSOt of cbii body, it would h&ve been 
better that the diaputee in coaacQ ebould bnTebeen refiured to the 
decUion of erroe, than that Hutangs ahould hare been quietly 
continued in hla eea& The Airy cl the cominlttee on ^ poiat 
appears either to hare obMiued tbdr perception of tnth, or to 
hare seriously woekened their regard to it. Ihey aAm that the 
judges of the tuprome court '* eottled the oo&trorarty, by dsddmg 
that the reslgnatioa was an invalid act” 'Hus ia not correctly 
s&Ltedi the dadaton of the judges was not that the reei^aHon was 
(A invalid act, but that there had been no resignntion at oil. The 
first reason which they aango for detetmlcung against the right 
of Oenetal Qavenng to assume the office of governor* geasral is 
the follomng:—"Because the office of govomor'general wae 
coofiBrred on Mr. Koetiogs by act of parliament, and accord¬ 
ing to the tenour of tost act only be vacated by death, 
removal, or resignatioc. Tliat Mr. Hostings is Dot dead is 
a ootorious fact; so intention is manifested or act does by 
the directors m toe least tasding to his renovsl} csid vt 
nre Jimfy cf epuRon tiol &s iafA not netvally rttijmd" 

Zn support of this opinion they addaced a variety of proofs, all 
tending to show that the imngecacnts mads on the euppesUien 
of Kasdoga's resignation lad reference to that event cootem- 
plated u a fnture one. Indeed it could not have bean otberwiae: 
for if HastiDgs bad actually rasigued when his ageot intimated 
to the eourt bia intentioD of reugiilog, all his acts subseqaently 
performed m governor-general would have been invalid, and he 
would have presided for several months over toe British govorn- 
mont in India without any better claim so to preside than one of 
toe writers who copied itsproceedinga. Before the exdtemeot of 
the contest hod passed away, Oeaeml Clavering and Mr, Fra&cde, 
in defending toeir views ai to Hastings'e resignation, urged that 
the Court of Directore " nowhere celled it on mteiuled resigna¬ 
tion.'* Ihis aasertion was verbally Crue. but aubstinciaUy false. 

The Court of Directors hail nowhere caBed it an inteadtd re- 
uguntion, hut in tow iMtitiou to the Ctowd, praying the eon- 
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CHAP. IX. ieagnod against him. In August, 1777» Sir John 
A.D. 1777. Clayering followed his ally, GcncnJ Mouson, to the 

fimustioc of Mr. WLder's appolntmeot, th «7 hsd aBed it “ s 
fropiaed ruigiuktion.*' A disCmotion may undoobt^ly bo con* 
ceived between &iLt which is inCeDtled end tl At which Is propoeedi 
but the diatanetion will Qot avnil tha pleadinga of Kutlngs's op* 
poQontB. The beat of recent contest cbji scaitoly be oUowod to 
palliate their indulgence in an assertion 80 hasty or w dishonest, 
and a parliamentary committoo, whero gravity and temperance 
ought to prevail, should have kept Itself cicnr of repreaentatioos 
which tho ilightMt reTcrenco to tlic hUtory of the tnmaactlotia 
under notice mil refute. The oMonishmont of tho committee, 
that '* the nulUty of the resignation should not have boon dis¬ 
covered in Bogland,'* might havo been abated by a calm oxami* 
cation of the official documents. If tho vivacaty of those by whom 
the report was framed would have illowed them to deseend to so 
dun an occupation. Tho bB]f>avoved, half'iuppreised, discon¬ 
tent dUcersiblo in the remark with which tite committee dismiss 
this part of the conduct of tho judges, might also liave been miti¬ 
gated by a consideration of what the judges had done and what 
their duty might have called them to do. “ The judgea,’' say the 
comnittso, took.no light matter upon them m superseding, 
and thoroby condemning the legality of his Majesty’s appolnt- 
meftt, for such it became by the royal approbation." It Is quite 
true that tbls was cot '* a light matter"*—the intsiprotntioR of 
tiiO lav Is never *‘n light mattor." The charge of euparseding and 
oondemoiDg the legality of the royal ^poinUaont, If truOi might not 
haro been discreditable to the judges, for the appointment might 
have been illegal, and then it wouldhave been thtir duty Co declare 
it to bs so. But tbs charge U not true; the vehsmeoce of tiie 
conunlttse is too great to allow (hem to stats what appoinenent 
thsyrsfsr to ss superseded and oondeomed for illegality. Oeneral 
Claveiing claimed to succead to tho office of govertior*gcaenh 
not under the royal ^pointmeDC, but under tbs provUioos of an 
act of parliament. It mnst be presumed, therefore, that the 
appointment allnded to by the committee was that of Mr. VTheler 
to a place in council. The jndgee neither superseded this ep* 
pointmeot nor impugned Its legality. Their Hr^niainn ofileoted it 
only inddentally. They gave to the terms in which it was made 
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gi'&yc ; his death &eirkg> it ie belfeTed, aecelerfttod chap. 
hy the initatlori of mind in ^hich he had loag^ beon 

tbe only mtnpnta^oQ which they would reaoonnblf bew. Mr. 
Wbelerwu expre«dy oppoinled to supply the Ttcaiicy toheoc* 
Ciaiooed by tbe reelgontion of Hostings. 'Fbevsconey ooC 
occuiTodi for HostiogB had act resigned. 

Some confusion seems to have prmuled in the roinds of Haat> 
ioga’a friends, as well as of bis enemies, with regard to the 
pooilaoB of Mr. Wbdor. Even the man by whom the proposed 
reeignbtioB of Hastings was negotiated seems not to have known 
the precise effect of the acts censef^oent upon it. In a letter to 
Hastings, dated the 13th May, 1777, Colons Maclean, says 
" Since the receipt of the Syren's despatches I have more tlisn 
ooce endeavoured to lesm Z/ord Kortli’t opuiion of what be wlahea 
you to do in conaequence of Oeoeral Moaeon’s death, bat I have 
not yet got any clear lights to form an opinion upon; though I 
am at no loss to guess that, bovever ho tnay wish, he dreads the 
conseqneneaa of yonr return from India in the present eritieal 
state of a^rs. An ioddent will enable you to judge on this 
head, in case Mr. Bohinson does not speak oot to ElUett 
to-morrow, or to yourself in a letter he writes to yoa by him. 

The incipient 1 allnde to is tola c Whm Syr^ arrived. 

Wbeler was at Portsmouth ready to saili he posted bock to 
London, obtained n £re^ appointomnt to succeed to OaDeial 
Mooeon's vacancy, and directly retnmed to Fortemouth. Mr. 
RobinaoB inquired wbctbsr Mr. Wheler bnd surrendered bis 
fint appointment for eucceeding to yon oa yonr ruigna* 
tioa; be found that Tlfheler had not made thle surra* 
dsr. He iiunedlatdy sent en express to Peramouth. that 
Wheler might ae&d Ida asmoder io form: but he had sailed. 

Mr. RobiaaoD then got it elaarly settled and aKert^ed in the 
seoretary of state’s offiee. that Mr. Whaler bad vacated hia jfrit 
f^rp<^tmBat by the eceeptASCe of the aacond. Thns yon now 
aland without a euocesacr. for Sir Syro Coote has aet occ^ad; 
nod, till & eocceeaor arrives, bow can you reaign f This is ay 
opinion, upon the most mature conaideratioB; and. unless 
Lord North speaks out, 1 must, from what haa poased. tbiok 
it to be hia, ea wcU as Mr. Robineon'e opinion also.”-‘01eig's 
Memoirs of Hastings, vol. ii. pages 100, iOl. Colouel Mae* 
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cuAP. !s. kept, and t!ie voxations to which ho had lattorly 
boon subjected. Hostings and BoitvoII ha<l now a 

lean appears to hm thought that Mr. Whder’e first op- 
poiotment woa to aueceed liaatmgs u gosemor'ganeraL No 
such apjwlAtinent eould he made. l>oeauM the act IS Oeo. in., 
cap. 63. expreaely prtmded. that *' m ccae of the avoidance of tho 
office of ftuoh gororoor-gcaerd. by deatli. reeignatkm, or removoJ. 
hia place ebaU. during tho remainder of the term rJoreeiud [five 
jearaJ, be supplied by cbo poraoa of the eonncil who stonda next 
in rank bn the goTemor*geucnil.^ The poraon eUnding next 
in rank to the govcraor'gencral wu Gencrtl Clarering. and be 
would neaeaurily have auccocdcd on the redicmeDt of Haatioga. 
From the atate of General ClaTering'a bcoini, some apprchcniioa 
of hie death aeema to hnve existzd: but that event would have 
ftficeted the order of anacawon only by the removal of an indi* 
vidual from it The next eounenUor, whoever he might be. would 
djenbe next m aucceeuon to the seat of the goveraor>gaoeriO. 
It is not likely that cither Lord North or bis secretary should have 
been ignorant of this. l?rom the Records of the Company it 
appears that, on the Slst April. 1777, tlio Court of Directors 
referred to the coouclttee of corrospondence, with the aid of the 
Company's aoheitor, to eomudor of eccding the nak of Mr. 
\7heler m the eound] of Bengal, which tiie court wore advised 
niight bo eo done as to place him in the first vacancy that ^tall 
happen, dthsr by d^e death or resignation of Goaenl Moneon.” 
On tbs the eommlttoe reported that they had prepared 
a petition to bia Miyee^, revoking the previona eppolntinent 
of Mr. ‘Whaler to noceed on the vaoaney wlu^ might happen 
on Mr. Hastings's resignation: sail praying that Mr. Whelsr 
may succeed m the conn^ of Bengal, on the vaesmey ecoa* 
Boned by tlio death of lieutenant. General Moosooi" and it 
is recorded that *' the said petiticn was read, approved, and 
signed.'’ On the find of May, the chtunnsn, tgaln calling 
the attention of the Court of Directore to the necesmty of 
revokiog their former appeintmeat of Edwsird Whelsr, Bsq.. to 
be a member of coun^ at Fort WQliam in Bengal, on a vacancy 
by the redgaation of Warren Hostiogi. Esq., the fbnner applica¬ 
tions CD his Majesty for npprovbg such appomCment ware eccoid- 
Isgly wichdmwo, nod an mstrunent being prepared, nomi' 
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nuroeiical majority in council, and for a few montlis cdap. ix. 
the cosring Tote of the fotmer w&s uot necess&ry to 

paring and appmntiii^ Bdvtrd 'Wbeler, fisquin^ Co bo oco of 
tbe ftiud cou&cQi on the Tucanoy oecouoned tbor^ bj Cbe 
dentil of LieiiCenaiit>Clenenl Mooeon, the aeae vu reed, ap' 
proved, and aigocd; also & petitioB to bia MajeeC; praying 
bia royal eqtprabotion of auch aomiaaHon and appomCnenC/' 

At Q court held oa the 6Ch May, two Icttera were read frora 
"Edward Wbcler, £aq., oa hoard tbe Dube of Por^d, (it the 
Mother Bonk, tbe 2Sth ult [AprUJ, and off the Start, tbe dtli 
lost. [May], tbe latter encloaing hia eumndsc af bit fenaer ip. 
pomteoeoC to tucceed aa the aienber of coutmH at Fort AVUHam, 
in Bengal, on the rengDation of Warreo Haatiagt, Eaq/* Macleioi, 
writing six days after the e^OTtudor, appeare to have been igoonint 
of it, and what be rdatee at to the alem of Mr. Bohioaon, m all 
probability rcata on notbrng but gostuping rtUQOiua. Tbe &ct, 
bowerer, of Mr. Wbder’s own bienda baring cancelled bia ap* 
poioQncnt to ascceed to a plaoe in connaJ, on the re^natioo of 
Hfutingi, might bare conrioced any one that the appointmeatwae 
not to the office of govemor*g«nenb The motive for oaking him 
succeed on the death of Oenenl Moneon instead of on the resig* 
nation of Haatinge, is obvioos: it brought hun nearer to the preri* 
dential ohair. Succeeding to tbe place of (seneral Mookd, he 
succeeded Co all tlie ioddena of that place. 

Maclean repraeenCa Lord North aa anxioiu to leara whaC efieot 
Monson's death was lUeely to have os Hostisgs'e deCorjmsatiofl to 
resign, but his lordship dose not appear to bnve treoted the agent 
with much caoddeoce. In the letter above quoted Maclean says, 

"At Lord North’s but loves, he asked ms wbat change I tboaght 
Goneral Monsou's death would make b your conduct or w^ of 
tiiinldDg } My ansvor was ,' My Lord, Hr. HssUnge is a men 
of the strictest honour, and one of Che warmest friends of the 
ilisg’s gorerament; if your lordebip will honour me with Che 
coafidentul eommununtioa of your wiehos on tine occasion, I will 
pledge myself to you that, barring utiorueesn accidents, your 
desire shell bo conveyed to Mr. Hostinga b three montbs, and 
that be will obeerfoUy eaDpfy with it. Mr. Hastiogs has no 
>viab but to frcilltsto the incamms of govemment, and to prove 
lamself the most huthful servant of Che Grown.' His lordship 
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cttAP. tXs the gacceas of Lis jneaeuree. Mr. Wbeler arrived 
not long ttftoi* Sir John Clavoiing'a deftth, and took 
UU seat in council aa the soccossor of Crencitd Mon- 
eon. The news of General Monsou^s decease had 
reached England before Mr. Wheler’a departure, 
and m cooaequence, the prerions appointment of 
that gontlcman to succeed on the vacancy occasioned 
liy tbo rotiroment of Hostings was revoked, ami its 
place snpplied hy a now one, uominariiig him to the 
place in council actnally vacant hy tho death of 
Ocaeiol Monson. Mr. Wliolai' aflfected to maintain 
a neutral part between Hostings and Francis; but, 
as might have been c^ipccted, he almost invariably 
supported tho latter, and thus I’cducod the contend¬ 
ing forces to that e^uiUbvium which liad prevailed 

oxprQBMci the utmost utis&cdoc} trsiita me with UDComnion 
ojvtU^ oa ah ocAuone; but hu aever ftoec roneved the mbjoet 
or expkioed himself, though o fortnight has elapsed/' 

The disputes which srose oat of ths eootested right to tlio 
office of goTereor*genenl led to a proririon in the Act S4 Geo. 
in., cap. 25, thsit Qo rasigoatioo to be made of the offices of 
garamur.gcQorsJ. or governor, or prarideat of any of the subor* 
diaote aettlayaenta, or eoiBBia&der'ia*cb>ef, or zoember of the 
respective oouneiU la India, ahoU be deeaed or construed to be 
legal or valid, or alioll be accepted as suck, uidesa the same ho 
mads by an instrume&t in writing under tbo bend of the officer 
or person resigning the aame.” l^tar acta eoetain similar 
provisioas. ByS & 4 Wm. IV,, cap. 65, it is enacted, that no 
aot or declaration of any govemcpr'geDeraJ, governor, or m^' 
ber of cooAcU, sball lie tnkca as t reeigootiOB, excepting " a de. 
daratioain writiog under hand and seal dehvered to the secretary 
for the public department of the preodency wherein he shall 
be, in order to its bang reoorded." Only one other mode of 
vacating office is reeogQized"return to Europe, or departure 
from India with zntmt so to retam. 
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bofoi’e t)ie deticli of Sir Jolm CJAVdHng:, and whldi cha?. IX. 

roquuod tbe mtorpositiou of tlio goveraor^norars 

castiog Totc to prevent tUo moebiue of gOTeiomeot 

from coming to a doad aland. To Hastily titia stote 

of tUiiigB was perbaps not disogreoivbla, although it 

placod buTi in a dtuation of cxtrnorduuuy respon* 

idbUity. Ho liked povei', and he liked tbu nppoar* 

nnco of it not loss tbnntho roolltj. Ho had groat 

conddoncd in himsolf aud ft strong disi^osltion to 

imnoy bis opponents. The additional Teej>onsibh 

hty incurred by bis peculiai* position was tliore* 

fbro lictlo and if it over s&to unusually licavy 

oil liirn. i(fi pi'esencQ was lightened by the gratldoft- 

tion whicli bo deiived from tbo i*e/1oot(ou tlmt thoso 

who hatod him, and whom in turn he hated, woia 

under his rod, withont tbe power of moving baud or 

foot in tbo exorcise of tlioir public duties, oxoept so 

for as ho ploosod to porroit them. 

Among the subjects wblob at on early period oiler 
tbo ottWoI of Mr. Wlielor occupied the attention of 
tlio council, WAS a lettoi* addressed to the govenior- 
gooeral by Moborik-ul-Dowlah, complaiiung bitterly 
of the conduct of Malmmod Reza Khou in tbe xna^ 
nogemest of bis aifaun, and alloging, that as tbst 
person was not connootod with tbe priuco either by 
tbe ties of nature or attachment, hie continue pos¬ 
session of the high degree of powor with which he 
was invested was oppressive and dishonourable to 
the fbmily. The Habob observed, that be bad now 
attuned that age when, by the law and usage of Ma- 
homedauism, lie ought to toko the management of 
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CRAP. DL his owii ftfraiva; aod ho added, In no'very elevatjd 
etcalii of eelf-laudatiou, that bo was not so dovoiil of 
UDdcrstandlng as to bo mcapablo of oonduobiug thorn. 
He reminded tho governor-general that the power 
of the Compans was derived ftom the su]sport of his 
ancestors, and on those gixmnds claimed to he eman¬ 
cipated rixan the tutelage of Malmmed Rosa Khau, 
and admitted to the porsonol momtgomont of the 
affairs of the nizamut and of liis household. Tlio 
letter was laid by the goTexnor-general bofore the 
councU, and it is uimecessary to say that it gave 
rise to great diffi 2 r 6 noe 8 very warmly espre^d. 
Mr. Whelor proposed to do nothing till the decision 
of the Conrb of Directors could be ascertained. 
The govomor-geoevai opposed; but it liappened 
that Mr. Doi well was absent, and Mr. Frauds sup¬ 
porting Mr. Wheler, tlw motion was carried. At 
tlie nest meeting of cotincU Mr. Barwoll was at his 
post: the resolution of the previons meeting was 
summarily reversed, and the Kabob's request com¬ 
plied with. After the lapse of a few months,, the 
goTemoi’-general produced another letter from the 
Nabob, suggesting a plan for disposiug of the salary 
of Mahomed Eeza Khan. In the distribution a 
considerable shave was allotted to Mimny Begum. 

* Another portion was to be enjoyed by the Nabob’s 
mother, Baboo Begnm. It happened, too, that tbo 
amount of money proposed to be distiibatod ex¬ 
ceeded that formerly enjoyed hy Mahomed Rosa 
ICban by eighteen thousand rupees pei* annum, and 
the Company were invited to make up the excess. 
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Mr.^ Frnncis and Mr. WUeler objected to ns CEij*. jx. 
th'e^ did to the entiie arrongemen^ and recorded 
minutes Basigning imons for their opposi^on. The 
goTemor-geuerel mid Mr. Biu’well embarked in no 
strifo’of words. The fomier mo^od tb&t the re<pu- 
gitiopfi of the X^abob should bo coroplled with; the 
latter simply wrote, “ I osaeut to tlio goremoi'-geno- 
ral's motion.” That motion was nccessaidly carried. 

Looking upon the imputations .which had been cast 
upon tho goTemoi'-gcneraZ with referouce to Munny 
Begum, lite adopting or pi’opodng this arraugemeut 
—for tlie eu^estioQ no loss than tho completion bos 
been osGiibed to him—was at the least injudicious. 

It was, howoToi*, but one of many instances of a 
folly in which Hastings was wont to indulge; bo 
seemed to delight in setting puhUc opinion at do. 
fionco. That the Xlahob was hot a tool in the baudn 
of others was rendoiod probable by tbo foot, tliat on 
a former occasion he had hittorly cemplainod of 
Munuy Begum, to whom he now proposed to give 
power and the command of wealth. If such weio 
his position, there con be little question as to tlio 
hand which guided and directed him. 

This part of Hastings’s conduct was severely onU 
madverted upon hy t)id Gomt of Biiectora, who 
oiderod their wish for the restoration of Mahomed 
Reza Khan to bo signified to the Nabob, and an 
assurance of ^eir continnecl fovour to he conveyod 
to Mahomed Eeza Khan himself. These orders * 
were obeyed ; hut in the letter, not in the spirit.. In 
communicating the desire of tho eoui't, Francis and 
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caAP. tx. Wheler puJiioaod to call upon the Nabob to comply 
wjtli it. Hostings and Bm'well conlouded for a 
simple commuiucation of the wish of tho court, 
leaving tlio intolligonco to prodace its owu effoct. 

It did produce all that could bo os])CQte(l—a I'omon* 
stranco from tlio Nabob » and but fur au oveut whicli 
will soon bo noticed, the voatoiation of Mohoinod 
Eo7a IClimi might havo boon postponed till the 
power of thwarting It had dopailod ^oin llnstings. 

The Coxirt of Directors had also oidorod tlio 
stomtiou of Mr. Bristow, whom tho govciiioi'-gonoral 
had romoTod from tlic reeidonoy at Oudo, and of 
Mr. Fovke, whom he hod displaced at Bonuros. 
Tlieso ordem were troatod with tho same degroo of 
rospoct which was accorded to those relating to Ma¬ 
homed Roza Klian; they >vore leoeived, read, and 
coolly sot at nauglit. 

A few months, however, wrought a change, and 
in a manner calculated to excite surprise. From the 
temper which had been manifested both by Hostings 
and Francis, the expectation of an accommodation'^ 
being oifbotod between tUem must have appeared 
ouo of the most extravogojit that could bo enter¬ 
tained; bat little os it was to bo anticipated, suob 
an event was about to take place. The motives of 
the pailioe aro not perfeotly clear. Both, indeed, 
professed to be wetny of controversy; but few per¬ 
sons who have studied the characters of the comba¬ 
tants will bo disposed to give either of them credit 
for the feeling. Each had a confidence in his own 
judgment amounting to prcsnmptinn; and the change . 
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in tbdir conduct U probably to be ascribod to cb- chat. ix. 
cuQietancos ntbei* than to any abatement eitber of 
then arroganco or of their mutual hatred. 

Tbe poiiod of office seemed by the act of 1778, 
to the persons therem named as govemor>general 
and conncH, bad expired be Pol'd Hastings and bis 
ooo^ntore had notice of any proTi'sion being made 
for such an oTcnti they consequently continued to 
exercise thoii functions, and weio in course of 
time apprized that an act bad passed, continning 
the existing goTemor-gonoval in office for one year.* 

Sir Eyre Coote had been ^pointed to succeed 
General Garering in the command of tbe army 
and to a place in council. In the latter capacity 
he usually supported Hastings, but not irith the 
undemring constancy of Barwei). Bar well had 
passed twenty-three yeais in India, during ten of 
which he bad been a member of council. He bad 
enjoyed abundant opportuniries of acquiring wealth, 
and hariog improred them was desirous of retiring 
to the enjoyment of his fortune' at home. This 
CTOnt Francis, it may be pi'esiuned, was not indis¬ 
posed to accelerate. It would reliese him from 
ft steady opponent, and de||riTe Hastings of a friend, 

'Vote was Berer denied to any measure which 
be ^ih<^ to recommend. In proportion, however, 
ah retirement of Barwell was desired by 
Francis, it was dreaded by Hastings. He dis¬ 
cerned in it the down^L of that absolute power 
whiob be bad for some time exercised; and though 

* * UOm a, eh^. 61. 

7on. n. K 
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CHAP. IX. Bar well’s /colmgs of friendaliip miglit render him 
r6luctau& to al>a!idoii tlio goyemor-^nerol and bis 
measures to a council wheio two would ^wajs Tote 
him, aud the third could not be depended 
upon for steady or peimaucnt support, it could not 
bo expected that lie would h'om this cause dofsr ^r 
aoy long pciiod the gmtiiication of his own yearn¬ 
ings for case and home. Hogarding tho departure 
of Barwell, therefore, oa an event that could not be 
fhr Oistaut, Hae^ngs was not indisposed to soften 
tile asperity of an enemy whose power of opposing 
him w&a about to be greatly increased. He could 
cot hope to convei't him into a friend—probably he 
did uot wish it, hut be mi^t expect to diiomisb 
both the vigour and tho frequency of his attacks, 
and to secure, by a surrender of soma points on 
which Franois had been most, pertinacious, the 
liberty of pursuing unmolested those plans in which 
his own mind was most deeply interested. Suoh 
is the best account that can be given of the probable 
motives of those concerned in the negotiation. The 
overture appears to have proooedod from Francis, 
and to have been made on his bol^alf by a blr. 
Ducarol to M^jor Scott, a great favounto of tbo 
governorgonerol and hia agent in various important 
and conddeutial trimsactious. The principal condi¬ 
tions required by Francis appear to have been ex¬ 
plained at the meeting. The I’esult was communi¬ 
cated to Hastings, and the two prinoipab subse¬ 
quently mot to complete tho paddeation so hap* 

., plly commenced by their agents. > The value which 
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H&sting^ attached to the Bucoess of the negotmtion 
zna; be eetiroatod by the eacrificea which he made 
to secure it. A man moie vuuelehting in his 
hoatili^ never lived; yet ho consented to purchase 
peace on tho condition of immediately restoring 
Mr. Powke to the office which he had foiinerly 
enjoyed* from which Hastings had removed him* 
and to which ho had shortly befbro refbaed to re* 
store hjm, though hie restoration was required by 
the expr&$ orders of the Court of Blrectors. Mr. 
Bristow, who had beou removed in like manner, 
whoso restoration had Ju like xnauner boeir ordered 
by tbe Court of Directors, and in like manner de« 
fened by Hastings, was also to be restored, tliough 
not uomediately. Furthor to propitiate hia rivalj 
Hastings agreed to confoim to the orders from 
heme respecting Mahomed Reza Khan. These con¬ 
cessions were so many virtual acknowledgments 
that Hastings had acted factiously in his previous 
dealings with the parties whose return to employ¬ 
ment was thns provided for. He bad not only re¬ 
moved* hut had persisted in e:cclnding them from 
office, in opposition to the deliberate judgment of 
those whom he served. Nothing but the strongest 
public necessity could jostdfy such a couiae: but 
such necessity, if it ever existed, continued in hdl 
force at the time when he consented to replace 
them.. The inevitable conclusion is, that personal 
aversion dictated their romoval, and personal con- 
venienco led to the engagement to lestore them. 
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CHAP. IX. The case of Mahomed Reza Khan afror<Is tho most 
striking exemplification of this vie^p of tlie subject. 
Here, according to Hastings, a groat public prin¬ 
ciple was inToIvod.. He had argued that the Nabob’s 
demand to be relicvod from the serpioes of Ma¬ 
homed Keza Kban was ** grounded on positive 
rights, which *’ would “ iwt admit of discussion.”* 
He had maintained that, ns a sovorcign prince who 
had arrived at years of maturity, no control could 
lawfully be exercised ovor him; yot ho now con¬ 
sented to I'CBtore to the highest office in tlie Nabob’s 
scrrico a mati against whom that prince had for- 
mally appealed to tlie government of which Hastings 
was the chief. Tho goveruor-generol indeed, on an 
occasion antecedent to tbnt on which he had so 
viguroualy asserted the Nabob’s rights, had spoken 
of that prince as “ a more pageant, without tho 
shadow of autbority.”f Hastings indeed appears 
never to have f^t himself bound by any opinion 
beyond the moment when it was advanced. He was 
never at a loss for reasons to justify any course whi<^ 
was convenient or which passion rendered desirable; 
and his principles were adopted and lelin^Tuishod 
with as mnth facility os if they had avowedly been 
but instruments fi:^r accomplishing certain onds-—• 
cumbrous arms not to be dispensed with, indeed, in 
the field of warfiiro, but which no ono would assume 

« * Mmcte, Fort WilhaiD Seent CansoItatiaQB, 6th March, 17 7S. 

f Mlnuto of gov«inor>genenJ. Fort Willuun Geoenl Couiil* 
tatio&». 7Ui December, 1775. 
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without necessity, and with whicli no one would chac. ix; 
embarrass himself for a moment after the necessity 
had passed away. 

Tho coQctusion of the tM\ce with Frauds was to 
be followed, at no great distance of time, hj another 
compromise seaveely less remarkable. Almost from 
the period when tho judges of the supreme court 
onteind on their functions* serious (liflbi'onces bad 
existed between them and tho govennnent. The 
court seemed tesoWed to press its jiuisdiction to 
the veiy extent of the limits proscribed to it by law, 
if not a little beyond them. The jurisdiction of the 
court had been restricted to British snl^eete resi¬ 
dent, or baring been resident, within Bengal, Bebar, 
and Orissa, or baTiog debts, eflects, or estate there, 
mid to persons employed directly or indii’eotly in 
the BOrrice of tho Company, or of British subjects; 
these words being intended to exclude the natives 
generally, they being regarded as subjects of the 
Nabob: with regal’d to these, the jurisdiction of the 
court, with the exception already mentioned, could 
only be ezerdsed with consent of parties. The 
court, however, adopted such principles of oonstiiic- 
tioD OS threatened to brisg within its power every 
inhabitant of the three provinces on whom any one 
might desire to inflict the vexation and expense of 
a law-suit. No man could calculate on being^able 
to escape its meshes, and all regarded it with horror. 

To tho poor the expense attending iU pi’oceedings 
was frightful; to the rich its forme of process were 
60 offonslve os to be moi’O dreaded than even death. 
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IX. In & cmiDtry where the tendencj to litigAtion is so 
strong M it is In India, where reyenge is so long che^ 
riehed and so rcmorsolesslj gratified, the supreme 
court became a frightful instrument of injustioe and 
oppieealon. Its lower retain ora were among tlie yllest 
and moat abandoned inmates of a crowded Indian 
city, and the manner in wlilch they exorcised thoir 
unpopular calling mayi’oadiJy bo conociTod. The 
gorernment was not loss hostile than the people 
to the assumptions of the soprome court, for the 
judges were charged with exceeding thoir authority 
by interfering with the collection of the revenue; 
and further, they hod claimed the right of calling for 
the production of the recoids of government in their 
court.* Having advanced thus for, it was not to bo 

* fine attempt to oxoreito tbb power vu in on octiem 
brought by Mr. Stuart who had been dluoloMd fnm the ofico 
of secretory to counoQ, ogmost his •uocoiiar, Mr. Auiicl, to 
rocorer one moQth'e aolory receired by the litter geatleman, and 
dleged by the former to be dae to him. The {lUdJidff'a attorn^ ad* 
ditotod a letter to the oMiatast aeeretary to oonadl re^umng bnn 
to ptodoce eoedry papen. induding lettora from the Oooit of ' 
DinctoTB to the gorenuaeot offieegaJ, and portaaos of tbe Con- 
aultatioda of that govemment. Tbe majority of the board re- 
solred not to comply with the retpintioii; whereupon the oasia* 
tent aecKtory wu aerred with a eubpeeno, end attendbg tho court 
thereon, but without the papers, he woa told that by not pro* 
ducing them he had made himself habla to all the damagea of the 
suit He answered that he could not produce the papers without 
the penDi&sIon of the board; and tlioy, being apprifad of the 
attorney'a ^>pHeatioo. bad ordered hns not to comply wi^ it. 
He waa then colled upon to declare whether tbe board were 
unanimous m refusmg the papora, and if not, which of the mom- 
ben hod voted for their produohon and which sgsiost it. The 
oounselfor the defendant olqected that tbe uaUtant secretary 
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expected that the judicuil inBtitntioas of tho couDtry 
would moot with much respect. In one case a to 
diet, with heav7 damages, woa glTen agunet seTcral 
parties cosceraod in certain proceedings before the 


oonld not answer this queitioD 'without a Ijmeh of his ofRdftl 
trust. 7^s court disreguded the objeetion, aod insisted vjtoo 
an answer, deolsring that the withholding \he pliers was a denial 
of justice, and that as tho board was no corporation tiic indmdua] 
rasDibeit who had concurred la the refusal wera sevcnily liable 
to actiooi. The ccnncflta of the goTamor*gQneral and eountil 
oq tliia oxtraordiDarj decision are not uiiwcrtLj of notice. They 
soy, According to the doctrine deliTcred from the bench, it is 
unlawful for j^our goraroor aod coondl to refuse to produce, in 
open court, any papan deposited jo oar secretary’s o£ce, whene?er 
they shall ba denumdad by an attorney, u necessary for the ia« 
fonoation of tbs court in soy case depending before Chen. Hus 
dbetrioe is general and mdefinlte; it mehes no distinctian in the 
nature of the papers to be produced, and Icstss do diacretion to 
US to judge of the consequences which may atteed their btiog 
divulged. It depends upon the caprice or ignenmee of any 
nttomey to eapoee the transactioDe of your [the Court of Dlrec* 
ton] afiaira in e v er y btaneb, and oven your meat secret instme* 
tioni to US, to the curiosity and commonta of orery byataader in 
a public oourt, perbapa to the avowed enemies of the Company 
and nation. If your goremor and council, alanned at the pro* 
bable or possible eocvseqacncea of aueh a piibUcaation of your 
records, should hesitate, or refuse to comply with the attoxney’a 
requifitioD, they are charged with the positive denied of joit^ce, 
and are said to be liable to peraonal actions for dameigcs. A dis> 
tiiioticn is made between the octa of the majority and tiiosc of 
the ooandl, notwithstanding it is expressly provided by law that 
the governor-general and council shall be bound and (concluded 
by the opinion and doclaration of tiio major part of Che meinben 
preset; and the chief justice obligee our aseittaot secretary to 
declare, m open eoart, the opinion given by each nembor of 
couneib in order to found an action against such particolar ocd- 
bars M composed tho nijorlty.“^Letter to the Court of I^ec« 
tors dated 1^9th November, 177&. 
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CHAP. Tx. proTincia) council of Patso, includju^ eorae Ma« 
liometan ftinctionarios employed by that council. 
Another vei’dict passed, at the suit of the same 
plaintiAh, ag;ajtist the momhere of the ooundl. It 
would be difficult to shew that it was any p'oit of 
tlie duty of the supreme court to conti'ol and regu¬ 
late the courts suhsisting under the authority of the 
local goTemmenti but in this case tliey assumed the 
power, and they decided the question before them, 
moreoyer, upon a maxim of English Uw, dckgaiits 
non potest dels^(R 0, of which, boweyer sound and ra¬ 
tional it may be, the parties tlius yjsited with pujush* 
ment in tho shape of damages which they were 
unable to pay, hod never heard. 

The state of the country which rceulted horn tho 
occurrence of such proceedings is thus chaiuctei'ised 
by one who hod minutely investigated the subject.* 
Speahing of thdr effbet upon peisons interested in 
the constinctionof the law, be says, The general 
akim which the claim of Jurisdiction by the sc^reens 
court of Calcutta over these peisons has spread, ap¬ 
pears from the petitions of the renters of the Patna 
province, and other districts, requesting to be dis¬ 
charged from their engagements with the Company. 
Nor is it difficnlt, from the instances collected in the 
numerons papers I have perused, to discover that 
their apprehensions ore well founded. Persons con¬ 
fined by tho courts of dewMiny aOawlat j are collu- 
sively arrested by process & 07 n Calcutta, or removed 

* Mr. Rons. Qtondtng eoaiuel to the Ewt'IndU Compeoy. 

f TUe ivvenue wur(a of the oouaCry. 
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habeas carjois, where the ^uigua^ is as uxiknowii chap. is. 
as the power of the court; the pi'ocess is abused to 
terrify the people ^ frequent arrests made for the 
same cause; and there is an instance of the pur^ 
chaser of a zemindarj sear Dacca who was ruined 
by suits comiDenced by paupers, suits derived &om 
cl 8,1 ms prior to his pundiaae, and who was at last 
coudemned in considerable daxuagee for an ordinary 
act of authority in his station. Hence the natives 
of all ranks becoino rearful to act in tho collection 
of the revenues; the renters, and even hereditary 
zemindars, are drawn away or arrested at the time 
of the ccUectloDS, and the crops embeztled.’' 

After pointing out some other evils attending the 
extension of the jurisdiction of the supreme court, 
the wrher thus continues;—When to these abuses, 
incident to the institution of the court itself, derived 
ftom the distanco of those amenable to its juris¬ 
diction, and from the invindble ignorance of the 
natives respecting the laws and practice of the courCi 
we add the disgrace brought on the higher orders, it 
will not peihaps be rash to afRrm, that confusion in 
the provinces and a prodigious loss of revenue must 
be the inevitable consequences of upholding this 
juikdlction ” The writer above quoted, in another 
phee, says, The natives in their petition represent 
the lawyers ss masters of right, and conceive that 
whomsoever they fovonr he must prevail. It is ob- '' 
vious, indeed, that an intricate system of unknown 
law, Admimstered.ln an unknown tongue at a great 
distance from the residence of the parties, must be 
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CBAF. UL a. plentiful Boojce of abusOi vhicli uo visdom in tbe 
jndgefl c&n possibly correct.” On this last point tlie 
judges bold on oplaiou very dlfTerent from that of 
the commoQtator on thoir proceedings. Entertain* 
ing an unbounded admiration of their ovn 'wisdom, 
no loss than a belief in the almost anltinited ex¬ 
tent of their po^r, they never appear to have 
doubted that so much wisdom, combiuod with so 
much power, was equal to the correction of any 
abuse however minuto, howoves' scciot, however dis- 
. tant, or howovev complicated. It might havo boon 

thoaght that the juvisdiction assigned to tho supiemo 
* court was sufRclontly loi'ge even undei* the limita¬ 
tions intended by tho legislature. They soch 
as no single court In England exercised, and required 
an extent of learning which no lawyer in Englfmd 
would have pretonded to possess. They demanded 
not only a ^miliar acquaintance with tho principles 
and practice of both common law and equity, but 
also so much knowledge of iotematlonal, dvil, 
and canon law as woe necessary to tho oxeroise of 
admiiulty and ecclesiastical jurisdiction. The admi¬ 
nistration of such varions systems of law, which in 
England is deemed to require distinct courts and 
judges, assisted by advocates who for the moat 
part diinct their studies and confine their prac¬ 
tice to a very limited portion of the whole, was in 
^ India allotted to a single court, Che members of 
whidt were ready not only to encounter the labour 
imposed upon them, but to add ^ it by involving 
themselves most UDiiecqasarlly and unwisely in tlie 
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intricacla of Hindoo &&d Mahometaji law, of which cuxr. ix 
they could not he expected to know even the elemonts. 

Tnie it is> that their mode of dealing with this claw of 
queetiODB woa very simplo. To dieonteogle the knot 
w<L 6 no part of their practice—it was cut vithoot 
oeremony, ood without regard to the auSering <uid 
iiiin which W610 to ensue. Tlie govemmeut, how- 
erer, could not eeo the peace of the country di 8 > 
turhed and tho sources of its rovoinie cut off with¬ 
out anxiety. They wore reaponBlble for both; and 
the dissatisfaction which, on public grounds, tho 
acts of tho Jvtdges wero calculated to produce, vas 
aggravated by the attacks which had been made 
upon their authority, and by the perception of 
the intention, obviously existing in the supromc 
court, to I'cnder the power of the govornor^genoral 
and connoil, as fhr as was piacticablo, subordinate 
to its own. 

The time when mutual and loTig>cUerishod dis* 
content was to issue fn an 0]>cn conflict at length 
skiTivnd. An opulent native, named Couinaut Ba¬ 
boo, had givon SMurlty to the govoixment for cer- 
tHr^o renta payable by tho r^ah of Couijuinh, in his 
capacity of semiodor. Oossinaut had also acted as ' 
manager of the zomindary, the accounts of which 
wore involved in much difficulty. There were die- 
])uted questlotp between Cossinaut and the govern¬ 
ment : there were others in whloh (be claims of 
Goasinant were opposed by those of tho rajah or of 
«thd cultivators. Government had proceeded to vin¬ 
dicate its claims by an appeal to tho law, but an 
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ari^oDgement subsccjuently took place, aq< 1 a fiirtber 
esaminatioD of tUe accoimte wa& entered npon by 
matual ogreeroent, Cossinaut depositing tbe sum in 
dispute. Bofoie the examination w&s completed, 
Cossinaut commenced an action ag^st the nyah in 
the supreme court, and in ordor to entitle him to its 
interpodtioB, mado oath that the semindar ivas em« 
ployed by the £ast>Ln(Ua Company in the oolloction 
of the roTeziuee. Upon this a capiw issued, vltb a 
clause autborizing the sheriff to take bail to tlio 
amount of 800,000 rupees. 

An officer proceeded to execute the writ, and the 
semindar, having obtained information of the ap¬ 
proach of the unwelcome visitor, (lieappcarocl. The 
governor-general and council, on being apprkod of 
the facts, had recourse to their legal advisors. The 
Company’s advocate-g:ecoraI gave hie opinion that 
the legislating did not intend to subject zemindars 
to the authority of the supremo court; and after 
adverting to the peculiar position of the English 
In ludia, as well as to the difficulties which* liad 
arisen and were likoly to arise ftum the imprudent 
and extravagant aseumptious of tbo judges, he ad¬ 
vised that the aemlndar should have notice that, 
not being subject to the jurisdiction of the court, 
he should not appear, or plead, or do, or suffer any 
act which might appear on his part to amount to a 
recognition of the authority of the judicature, os 
extending to himself. The axlvocatO'geuera) further 
advised, that in all similar eases, as well as in that 
before him> the power of the government should be 
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withhold from affording ^d to the judicature of tho 
court; that the court should be left to its own 
roeans of executing ite procces; end that the judges 
should (in the language of tho advocate) ** thus ren¬ 
der themBolves ledpousible to the state for having, 
should such be the event, lunecesaarily hasarded 
the dignity and authonty of the Kiug^s judicature, 
by exposing its process to contempt aud its officers 
to reaistaDce uid impulse.''* The advice of the 

* This oj^icm of Sir John Day exhibits a reioarkabl^ d^ree of 
professional fcarlusness and practicfil good sente. He uys, “At 
home, where the laws hiTe all theii ece^iy, and being their owa 
Uwe, and hsviog grown up with them, the peo^, from bshit, at 
least, pay them a willhig rererezice and a prompt submisuoa; 
still if. from tile alow and iznperceptihle obanges in the ciroom* 
staocoa of the ents oiui the roanflera of the people, unforeseen aitd 
almost insurmoofi&ble difficolHes have often embsiraBsed the exe* 
CDtion of them, iniomiich thst at times, rsther depart from 
principles, It baa been found neeceeory to renort to fiodoo, can it be 
expected thdtinthe onsii&onaed attempt to bend at once the ten- 
per. manners, and prejudioee. customs, religion and government 
of a people who, beudes a bumaii form, have no one thiog in com* 
mon with us. to a f^rugn law, the wadom of the wisest sbaH not 
be oftc» at a sCaad I ” IWe is so much of sound csoboo end good 
feeliog in this passage, that it may appear almost captions to tobe 
exception to a aiiigie phrase j but Sir John Day was wrong In 
speaking of the nidveB of India as having nothing tn common with 
Boropeaas but" a haman form/’ They have much more; they 
have all the passiooa and feelings, good as well as evil, whiob we 
possess, Jostke and kindoeas are due to them as members of 
the great human fStmily, and the exercise of those viilues towards 
them will never be thrown away. Psxalyaed by superstrticu, 
rendered distrostful by ages of misgovemment, their minds 
cannot be expected at once to expend into the vigour end metU' 
rity of Burepcan Intellect and fseUng; but Kme csly is wanting 
to efihet the chaoge, and it is already in rapid progress, Ihe 
hotnane and generou* spirit which pervades Sir John Day's 
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«dTooat«-gdQ6»I was foUowed. Tfie European ool- 
..• lector at Midnapore was inetructed to apprize 

zemindar of tbe riowa of the goreiiior'geaeral and 
oonncil, and if applied to hj the Bhorif for military 
assiatanco to refuse it. 

Tho writ of capias was returned unexecuted; and 
a writ woe thereupon issued to sequester the lands 
and eJTects of tbo zoniindar in order to compel his 
appearance to the action. Xo enforce tliis writ the 
sheriff^ officer was attended by a body of about sixty 
sepoys and European seamen; the former furnished 
by Cossinaut, who» in aocordanco with a common 
practice among wealthy natives, kept in pay an 
armed force;* the latter consisting of sailors dis¬ 
charged from ships in tho river. Tho whole were 
armed nod provided with ammunition. On this 
preparation becoming known to the govcinor-geno- 

paper, renden it evident that it mu not his mCentiQn to give 
delibenCe exprefluon to tn opioion vn(«voiireUe to the utwe dia¬ 
meter. The exceptionable pbnuo wis a casajd badverteBce, par* 
dooablfi when bis mind was occapied with a question of ip much 
inportanee as chat auboutted for bis coostderation. lo a sobsaqaeat 
pert of tbe doeomeat, tbo advocaCe-ge&eral renders jutka Co that 
tead; aobnianon Co authority which is one of tbe most diitiU' 
guishiag charaotarietici of the people of India. '* That obstaolee 
upon tbis bead/' he says, "abotild now arise m the way q( 
jurisdictioiii eeems less extraordinary than that tiiey did not find 
tbenaelvee obsoueCed at their outset by diAculties wbicli. es 
ewfiM And nof noidei, no coonagement conM eunnonnt. TC bas 
beea the good fortune, however, and Chat of tboee who have an 
interest in tbe preservation of provinces, that they bad 
pliant natter to woikupon; and when that is tin case much 
nsy be aifteCeilby temper, nodemtion. aod address.'' 

* See vol. i. page 29C. 
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ral and council tlie^ ordered CdIot^I AUmntjf tlie. c^APi 
officer, commanding at Miduaporo, witb a view to * 
preeoTTC the peace of the conntr 7 > to diepatcli a 
suffioiont force to intercept and apprehend* any body 
of men answering tlie description of those under¬ 
stood to be employed for exocutlng the work of 
sequeetvation. These orders did not amve in time 
to preyent an attempt to execute the writ. A 
sergeant, with part of tho sherifTs force, eileoted 
an entrance into tho house of the zemindar and en¬ 
dear ouied to pass into the zenana,* They wore 
resisted, and for the time overpowered; but the 
sheriiTs party being reinfbrced, poascesfou of the 
house was obtained, the sanctity of tho zenaca 
vioZ&ted, the zemindar’s dewan seized and detained 
as a prisoner. The state of affairs was soon changed 
by the arrival of a party of ti’oops dispatched by 
Colonel Ahmuty under the orders which he bad 
received from the government. The shetifTs men 
weit: made piisoners and marched off to the presi¬ 
dency. These proceedings were followed by tbe 
issue of a government notice addreesed to all ze- 
mindais and landholders, advising them that they 
wai^o not subject to the supreme court, except under 
pEfftdoular droumstances, which were ]»mted out, 
shd warning them not to plead to any action 
broi^ht therein, nor to do nor suffer any act which 
should amount to a reoogiutioD of its authority over 
them, This was tiausmitted to ah tbe provincial 
oouneila and collectors^ with orders to give it publi- 
* Ibe ftpartmenta of (bo women. 
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CHAR tx. ; and those authorities vere, at the some time, 
direoted not to afford any aid to the service of the 
process of the supreme court in caaea where, hj tiie 
terms of the notice, the parties against whom sooh 
proceas was directed were declared to bS'exempt 
ibom the juriadietioti of the court. 'These eivsaite 
ooouned in the months of Kovembor and Docembor, 
177 ». 

A. D. Jfso. On the 18 th January following, rules wore granted 
in the auprome oomt, calling upon ccitain poisons 
alleged to he connected with tho rcsistanco offered 
to the proceas of the court, to show cause why at* 
tachment should not issue against thorn. Those 
persona were Lieutenant Bam ford, the officer com* 
znanding tho party b^ which the sheniTa followers 
wei^e disposscaeed and made piieonera; Mr. 8vanstOQ, 
assistant to the collector at Midnapore; and Hr. 
North Naylor, the Company's attorney. The principal 
offbnees charged on the Isst named gentleman were 
his having made Inquiry at the sheriffs Offloe as to the 
means taken for executing the and b^g privy 
to the dispatch of the military force by which tixe 
execution waa frustiated. Application was al riu 
^axnc time made for ruloa against the goveicor- 
general and Mr. Baiwell; but the chief jnatice was 
under the influence of a remarkable degree of discre¬ 
tion, and he declared that tbe court wovxld not grant 
a rule which thoy “ could not enforce,” bet he 
directed copies of the xjle to he served upon both, 
in order that they might answer tbe matters sworn 
to if they chose. The leniency with which the 
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cbidf jostico treated the jneinbera of the goremmeut cha?. ix. 
was Bot exteeded to their ottornoy. Ob a future 
d&j the rule against Mr. Naylor Tma made absolute, 
and he was I'cquired to answer a atring of twenty 
iiitomgatoriDs. Mr. Naylor regarded compliance 
with this order as inconsistont with his profossional 
duty, and, with a Tiew to the influence of tnedita* 
tion In eflhcthig a change in his judgment, he was 
oonunlttcd a prisouoi* to the common gaol of Cal* 
cutta.* The govoTOor*gciitn'al and council were, about 
tho samo tiinc, sorroO with summons £iom the sn* 
piome court, to answoi* to Cossinaut Baboo in an 
action of trespass. There could be little doubt as 
to the ground of this action, but as it did not appear 
on the summons, and might, ** by bare possibility, 
bare relation to questions of a private or personal 
nature,*’ appearance was Qatered for nil the parties. 

The plaint conflrmed tho suspimon which had 
been ontevt&ined; and it being ovident that tho 
action related to matters done by the governor* 
gcnoial and council, in their public capacity, they 
directed tlieir counsel to witiulraw their appearance. 

* Tbh reioark ia cot lightly m&de. nor ii it &a exfiggendon of 
the fiewe lut merely entertamed but STowed by the ehlof Jofltics 
Sir BSjah lopey. The foQomcg u actually a liteitl report of 
pet of the proceedmge oa tbo subject 

*' Mr. Lftwreoce (eouneel for Mr. X&ylor).^^ hope your lord, 
ship doeo not mean that Mr. Naylor bIiaII answer in tnacttZir P 
Chief Juadee.^Why iwt ? Mr. Naylor will have more timo 
to thiak of his coodnet and prepara his aiuwar.’* 

Minute of Proceadinga in CoeMjunh, Appendix No. 21 to ^rat 
Report of Select CommiRee on AdniolatnUion of Joatiee in 
India. 1781. 
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CHAF. EX- Tlio wr&th of tho court was tlioioupon roused to 
fajy. The conduct of the goTermncnt was declmod 
to bo “ n clear contempt of his Miyest/s law, and 
of his court f but the indignation of the judges sub* 
sidod on I'ccollecting from whom the contempt pro* 
ceeded. The emineel for the Company had ton- 
dorod a paper containing the resolutioua of the 
goyemment. Tlio court oi^dorod tliis paper to be 
recorded, “ but,"* says Sir Elijah Impoy, “as it was 
in the case of the goyemor-genoral and council, did 
no other act in consequence of it.*’* The judges, 
however, determined that the dofondanta could uot 
wtbdmw their pica without leave, and that if they 
applied for such leave, it would not bo right to 
grant it; that both os British subjects, and as being 
employed by, and in tlie service of tho Eost-India 
Company, they were subject to tho juiisdiction of 
the court as individuals, and that thci'o was no dis¬ 
tinction between their concurrent and individual 
acts; and, finally, that the court would pi'oceed in the 
case before them as in any other where there was 
a de&ulb of appearance. The plaintiff hod pre¬ 
viously applied to the court to have the cause set 
down to be heard $s pa^ic for default of ploa^ 
and the application bod beeu gronted. But this 
ai^ir, which bad thi^eatened consequences Boaroely 
less serious than those dreaded at an earlier period 
from the conflict of rival claims for the first 
place in the government, terminated in a manner 
as extraordinary as it was uiioxpected. Cossinaut 
* CoMijureh Appadix to Report. No. 25. ** 
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l^boo suddenly discontinued Ids actions ng&inst the csk?, tx. 
goTOmor-general and members of council, mid also 
that against the ^otmudar, ouC of which the othei'S 
bad aiisen. His motives ere unknown. It baa 
been surmised, anil with strong probability, that 
Ilastioga could bavo tiuown some light upon them. 

A sHU moro rcmaikablc event was to fellow at fcho 
distance of a few months ficm the diseo&tiimanco 
of Cossinaut's actions. Sir IS)yah Izupey chief- 
justice of the giiproine cowt, was tnailo judge of fcho 
Suclder dowanny odawltit, tlic higliest coiu t of jus¬ 
tice eiristing under tiio authority of the Company. 

To this apiieintmont a salary of tixly thousand rupees 
per annum was annexed. 

Thus terminated the conflict between Cho govern¬ 
ment of Bengal and the snpiemo court, pi'ovokcd by 
the judges, and carried on by tiieui with a lanient- 
ahlo disregard of thoir own duty and of ti\c public 
interest. Tlieii* iuiatuatiou led to resistance from 
the power which was bound to lend its support to 
their authority. The course taken by the govern¬ 
ment cannot be defended upon any oidinary priu- 
ciplos, hut the circumstances under which they 
were called upon to act were not of an oitliuaiy 
ebometer. The judges acted under the authority of 
an act of pailioment, and the governor-general and 
council bad no legal right to intcYpret that act. 

According to strict law the court might dotorminc 
its own jurisdiction, subject to i^pod to tlio King 
in council: but the Bssumptions of the court wore 
so monstrous, and the consequences likely to flow 

l2 
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cuAp. jx. from tbem so feariii], that tbo goTormaeot had ordj 
to choose between roeistiDg the power of tlio court, 
on the one hand, or, on the other, calmly witnessing 
the total ruin of the country committed to their 
care. The land was passing out of cultivation 
under the terror of the supreme court; the people 
flying from their habitations to escape the outrages 
ofiei'ed by its myrmidons to thoiv persons and their 
feelings; and, if its course had uot boon timely 
arrested, the country would ba?© become a desort— 
the bailidh of the supreme court its lords. Tbo 
governor-general and coundl could not have been 
justified in suffering this state of things to eiieu& 
The violence of the inmedy was warranted by the 
extxnme wrong which gave nso to it. Tbo Judges 
usurped powers which the Icgislatoje did uot in* 
tend them to possess,* and the government roaisted 
thorn. The one party strained the law, to extend 
their own autliority; the other resisted tho process 
of the law, in order to protect the people from 
oppression. On both sides tlioro was usoipation. 
The motives of the parties and the ends to which 
their acts were dirocted mx^st bo considered in order 
to determine between them. Usually wlicn the 

* TLia view is confixmed by the 8Dbfle<pjenC pasting of sa act 
(32 Geo. d, o&p. 70) docUriagthe govdrDor*gCTieralafidaiembore 
of eotuKol oMiDpt from the authority of the supieme court for 
their official acts. olio privile^ng perBoos acciog under th^ 
orders, fiy tho e&mc aec it wee declared tiiat co perooo. u a 
laud-bdlder, farmer, or coUeccor of Icuid rcTeouo for the gorem* 
meat ahould become laeaable to the court. The legiaUture bIbo 
indemmfed the goremmeDt for their loaiatoscc. 
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jadieial autUorUy Im boan arrayed a^&Bt the exe- chaj. rx. 
cutive, the elgcet of the former has been to protect 
eetablisltod and recognized rights. Here it waa to in** 
yade rights of ojderstandiiig than tho court by which 
they were assailed, to offer violence to foelinga which 
Lad been tlie growth of ages, and to force nponapcople 
unfitted to receive them, msUtulioiJa never doaigned 
by tho legiBlatiu ‘0 to bo thus widely extended. The 
sentiments of honest admiration with which tho 
mind I'Ogards the judge who enforces the authority 
of tho law agidnst irresponsible power, is in this 
ease tranafevred to those who threw themsolvea 
between tho people of India and tho encroachments 
of unauthorized law. In the performance of this 
duty, for a duty it was, Hostings cordially joined 
with that party in Uio council with which lie was 
usually at enmity. His friend, Mr, Barwell, was 
fox less decided in his conduct. The most devoted 
supporter of the policy of Hastings, he wished not 
to separate lumsolf from tho governor-general \ the 
attached fiiend of Sir Elijah Impey, he recoiled 
fioiB giving offence to the chief justice: vseiU 
lating, under the fnffuenco of these contendiug 
zaotdves, fiNxm one side to the other, defending the 
legality of the acts of the supreme court, and at the 
same time perfectly convinced that their acta were 
destroying the sources of the revenue, Mr. Barwell 
seems to have been anxious in this dispute to stand 
well with all parUes. Hastings did not thus tempo¬ 
rize : he chose bu part, and he acted vigoiuusly upon 
the choice which be had made. But here approbation 
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CHAP.'ix. must «inl : the means by wbfcb the dispute was ter¬ 
minated, thougli very chaiuctciistic of Hastings’s 
policy, vore Tciy discreditable to all parties oon- 
ceitkcd in iho accommodation. 

The judges of the supr'emc court of Calcutta were 
intended by the legislature, like tho judges of the 
courts atWdstmlnstorjto bo independent of theoxist- 
ing govemoiont. Tho appointment bostowed by tho 
governor-getieral on Sir Elijali Impoy was retnnne- 
rated by a large salary, and it was to he held dmiitg 
pleasure. That sucli an appomtmont on such terms 
should hate been offered by Hastings to the chief 
justice of tho supremo court—that, when olTei'od, it 
should hare been accepted, are facts so startling that 
it is difdonit to doteimino which is tho more extraor¬ 
dinary. The appointment was ciuTiod by tho casting 
vote of the govcraor^oneitibuid is attributable solely 
to bis personal influence. BaiwcU liad retired from 
council; Sir Eyre Coo to, professing not to bo master of 
tho question, gvra a guarded and hesitating assent to 
the preposal of Hastings. It was strenuously opposed 
by Francis and Wheler, who in their minutes ad¬ 
duced arguments gainst it which must haye boon 
triumphant had the question boon decided by reason. 
Hastings had suggested doubts as to the legality of 
the authority exercised by the superiors of tho de- 
wamiy courts, wliicli he thought—for it then suited 
his purpose so to think—rested only on “ doubtful 
constriotion” of the words of an act of parliament. 
To this it was veiy justly answered, that if tho go- 
vemmont had no logal power to uomiuate persons to 
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^cU dnticfi, tbe^ought uot to attempt to eserd^o It at ci^AP. IX 
all; Olid that neillierthe act of conferring that power 
upon the chid justico of tbo eapi'omo court, nor hie 
acl^c)>taucc} of it, could make that legal which was 
before illegal. But Xloatiiigs did not rest his coao 
upon this point.: he did not ocruplc, aJ^ eomo littlo 
preparation, to put forward his real motives in re> 
commondiag tlic appointment. “ It will ho tlio 
moans,’* ho said, *' of iossoning the distance between 
Iho bool'd ond tho supi'cmo court.” “ Tho contoii- 
tions," lie added, *• in winch wo have been nnfortu- 
uatoly engaged mth the court, bore at one time so 
alarming a tondeiic^, that Iholieve every member of 
tho board foi'dbodod tlte most dangerous consequencos 
to tho peace and rosouroos of this government from 
them. They oro at proscut composed; bnt we cari' 
unt ho certain that the calm wiD lost beyond thu 
actual vacation, since the some grounds and mate* 
rials of disunion subsist, and tho 1*071 vol of it at a 
time like this, added to onr other troubles, might, 
if carried to extremities, prove fatal.”* In other 
words, Hastings was anxious to put an end to tho 
dflleroncofi botweou tho govenimcut and the supreme 
court; ho thought tbo chief justice not incori'uptlble, 
and he was willing to pay bis price. Such a “ mode 
of procuring peace,” in the language of one of Host* 

Inga’s ooa^utorB,f was not *'tbe most honourable or 
safej” but it accorded witli the tortuous policy which 
Hostings loved, and It was adopted. 

* Minute of goveAor*goncral, 29 th September, 1780. 

t Mr. Whfiler. 
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CHAP, IX. To tlie reputation of tlio chief juBtioe the ap- 
pointmeut was more injuiions then even to that of 
Haetinge—it wos Had Sir Elijah Impej 

died befbi'e accepting this fatal gift* he ‘would hy 
impardal ohservere havo been regarded as a man of 
narrow mind* headstrong passions, and overheaiiug 
tempor: but no imputation, based on sufliciout 
evidence* would have shaded his judicial iutegrity. 
His ovm act oifectod ^at which all the ingonnity 
of his enemies would have &iled to accomplish. 
He insoiibed on his own brow the record of his dis> 
grace in chfliacten deep* broad, and indelible, The 
temptation was so nndisguised in its approach, tho 
scandal of accepting it was so glaring, that tho 
slightest fooling of judicial decency would have 
repelled it with Bometliing approaching to soorn. 
What could his contemporaries, what coulil posCe> 
rity think of a chief jusUoe, found* in the words of 
a distingnishod member of bis own profession,* 

one day summoning the governor-general and 
ooimci) before his tribunal for acts dono os council, 
and tbe next accepting emoluments nearly equal to 
his original appointment, to be held during the plea¬ 
sure of the same council.'' 

Betbre the oomplecion of the onnngemcnt by 
which the oliicf justice was to be rendered supple 
and accommodating, the slumbering embers of dis¬ 
content within the council had burnt into renewed 
life; and so powerful was the reaction of hosUlity* 

* Mr, Rous, stsndisg counsel to tbe Campuiy, for >vhose 
opinion a case was prepared. 
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after tlio tompoi’aiy calm, that the peu became too cuap. ix. 
fwble au ioatrument. to express the feelings of the 
two chief corabatanto. Among the nrtioLea of 
agrcoment between Hastings and Fnu^cis was one, 
it was stated, securing to the f:^nQor the manage¬ 
ment of the Mahrotta war, the details of wliich 
will be related in a future chapter. According to 
Hastings's viow, this artieJo was violated, and he 
^voducod in cvidonco an aliegod copj of the stipu¬ 
lation in the following words—“ Mr. Francis ^Tiil 
not opposo any meaam^o which the governor-general 
will I'ocommend for the jirosocution of tho war in 
which we aio supposed to bo engage^l with the 
Mahrattos, or for the general support of the present 
political system of this govermnent: neither will 
he himsolf either propose or vote with ojiy other 
member who shall propose any measme that shall 
be contnu 7 to governor-general’s opinion on 
these points.” Francis denied that he ever was 
a party to such an engagement, and, rofening 
to a conversation with Hastings, in which the 
governor-general produced a memorandum con¬ 
taining, as he holieved, the article In (jadstlon, 

Francis affirmed that bo i^etumed it with a de- 
cloiation that he did not agree to it. Between 
the truth of these conflicting statements there are 
hut slender materials for detcnninijig. The balance 
of probability, however, somewhat inclines in favom* 
of the asserrioQ of Hastings. He hod given up to 
Francis many points on which his pereoual wishes 
would have led him to withstand a surrender; It is 
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cnA7- IX. mconceiviblo that ho should not luive bftvgnmed (ov 
sometliing in return. If eyery thing were to bo 
conceded to Frauoie, and nothing to tho goTsinor- 
gencTftl, the latter might oa well have riekod the 
conse^xnonces of Mr. BarwcU^s poseible retiroment. 
IIo probably would not bay© retired, If his ftiend 
aud loader had not believed UimBolf socuro of a 
aatlB&ctory share of power.* IlafitingS; too, at tlio 
timo when the annogemont vts concludod, soorua 
to have been convinced that tho pmvisioa relating 
to the Mahratta war was part of ihf It has been 
suggested tliat both partues ware guiltless t that 
rrancls bad declined to assent to the disputed arti¬ 
cle, but that Hastings liad not undmstood liirn, 
This seexos incredible. On a sabjoct of so much 
interest to both, cai^e would be taken tliat the msiii 
piovisions of tho compact were nndemtood; and it 
is not easy to evade tho conclu^on that either Fran¬ 
cis was guilty of a gioss breach of faith, or Hastings 
of the assertion of a scandalous Msobood. The 
piesnmption, on tho whole, lies against Fronoia, and 
bis charocter will probably never be relieved from 
the imputation. But whoever was the guilty party, 
the dispute was near finding a tmglcal teimination. 
A challenge given by Francis was accepted by^o 

* la ft IvtMr to Mr. SiiUvaa, diited the 4tli MftrcL, 1780, 
Hfutiage Mr. Bfirwell, who wna privy to the treaty in 

all the stages of it, has detenoined to return to Bogbntl in etwee. 
^Mxcr, utiih ny^^ee coaieni. <nd relecM frtira my ngagmisal on 
him/iwn iU eoviKtun teUk nut to remsin m the service.'*—Soo 
Ol^n Memcdre of Haitiags, vol. iL page dd4. 
t See the letter above qwied in Oleig's Memoirs. 
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goTeraor-general: the parties met, exchanged shots, chap. ix. 
and Francis was wounded. The proTions language 
of tlie disputants was so Tiolent, that such a result, 
however reprehensible, was fer from unnatural. On 
the indecency of such a mode of .determining dis¬ 
putes existing in a oouncil entrusted with the care 
of vast and imporbant interests, no remark con he 
necessary. A sonso of duty, and oven an euUght- 
enod self-respoct, otight to have restiaincd the com¬ 
batants from tliat wild ahandomnont to tlie iufln- 
enoo of passion which led to such a result. A duel 
hetwoen tlic govcmoi'-geneval and one of his coun- 
cO, arising out of their official acts, ought to have 
been regarded os among tilings impossible. It 
would bo scarcely more disgracefril that a chief 
justice and one of the judges of his court should 
so Bottle a disputed point of law. 

Francis quitted India in December following, a. D. tree, 
and H&stingB was tlras left to pursue his own view's 
almost uncontrolled. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CHAP. X. On tlio wostom ndo of India wcro certain placoe 

of poBsdssing; tkose were the island of Salsctte, tho 
port of Boesein, Renery, Hog* Island, Elopbanta, 
and Anranjee. They wore occupied by the Mah> 
luttos; and with the Tiew prlndpally to taking ad¬ 
vantage of any opportunity that might occur of 
securing ih<sc placee by negotiation, pcnniselon hod 
been aought and obtained for the resldenco of ou 
English agent at Poona. It was some time before 
any event ^vournble to the views of the Englisli 
goTommezit oocarred; bat, at length, the euccoss of 
tiie Company’s arms against the Nabob of Broach 
eeomed to aiTord an opening for attuning the de¬ 
sired object. 

With the Nabob of Broach the govornment of Bom¬ 
bay had formerly concluded a treaty; but it bolog 
alleged that he had levied a higher rate of customs’ 
duty on the goods of merchants under English protec¬ 
tion than his engagements warranted, on cnq^cditlon 
Was fitted out against him. in conjunction with the 
Nabob of Snrat, who claimed ft'om the government of 
Broach a certain amount of tribute, a largo portion 
of which was to be made over to the English, in 
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consideration of the eipenso which they inciuTed. chap. x. 
Bnt this step was undort^Lken under imperfect in¬ 
formation ; and on the expedition arriTing before 
Broach, it being obvious that the attempt must 
the Nabob was prevailed upon to savo the honour of 
the British arms, by re()uesting that the troops might 
be withdrawn. Negotiataon followed, and a new 
treaty was concluded. The expedition against 
Broach was strongly condomnocl by the Court of 
Directors, but this did uot pievent the govermuent 
of Bombay from dispatching another with the same 
object, thoir disobedience being defended by alle¬ 
gations of the eontianed doceitfal and perfidious 
conduct of the Nabob. The second expedition was 
more successful than the first, the city of Broach 
being taken by stom; but the Court of Directors 
again exprossed their disapprobatioa of the attack. 

It was part of the plan of tlie Bombay goyem- 
. ment to ofier Broach and a place called Fort Victoria 
to the Mshrottas, in exchange for those which it 
was desired to obtain from them. The British resi¬ 
dent took pains to intimate that such an exchange 
might be efibetod ; but the Mahiatta govonuueot re¬ 
ceived the communication coldly, and without any 
movement towaids accepting the ofibr. 

At a later period circumstances seemed to favour 
the views of the Engbsli, and negotiations were en¬ 
tered into with a personage named Rugonath*IUw. 

He was the brother of a fonner pelshwo, and the 
uncle of two succeeding ones, the latter of whom was 
assassinated. Kugonath Bow enj oyod the reputation 
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CHAP.x. of having contrived liia nophoVs death; a movo • 
indulgont opinion, gapposrtcd by rospectable autho¬ 
rity,* regards him aa mtending only to seJao the 
power of hia relative, and acquits him of conspiring 
against his life. Rugonath Row, on tho death of hia 
nephew, sncceedM to the office of peisliwo, and to a 
zonltipiidty of foreign and domcetjo troubles. Ho 
was engaged in a war with Rlzam Ali, which he cen« 
trived to bring to a conoluaion, bat without advan¬ 
tage to himself. Ho meditated an e^edition into 
the Carnatic, which waste criiiple at once the power 
of Hyder Ali, Mahomet All, and tho English. But 
these great designs camo to mi abortive conclusion: 
Hyder Ali, taking wlvantage of the pecuniary dis¬ 
tress of Rugonath Row* which was great, made peace 
with him on hia own terms. Rugonath Row had 
proposed to himself to rescue that wily odvoit- 
torcT certain districts which be had acquired from 
tho Mahrattas. Hyder Ali induced him to suri'on- 
der his claim to part of thorn, in consideration of 
the payment of a small sum of money and the pro¬ 
mise of a larger. The intelligence of somo events 
threatening tho stability of hid power eompeJIe<l 
Rugonath Row to relinquiab bis further designs on 
the Carnatic; but he prevailed upon Hyder Ali to 
recognize hia title as peishwa, and to engage to pay 
tribute to bam. 

The news which had aircsted the progress of 
Rugonath Row was that of the alleged prognanoy of 

* Captaio l>uff, author of tbe History of tlio Mahrattas. 
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Gun^ Bye, the widow of tlio late peWiwa. Hugo- crap, x, 
nath Bow thereupon commenced hlA mai’ch towards 
P<Kma and mot with somo success; but tUo want of 
funds provoutcd his pursuing it, and ho suddenly 
turned his course to the northward. Shortly after¬ 
wards the widow of the late pei&hwa gave birth to 
a son, who at tlie age of forty days was fonnally in- 
vestod with the office ho was destined to hoar* 

The invostituro took place in May, 1774, a-d. 

Had Rngou&th flow obondonod bis usnrjied an- 
thority in deference to tlio rights of an infimt, bo 
would have departed widely from the piinciplcs 
which govern Mahnitta policy, whether national or 
individual. He did not thus discredit the people 
to which ho belonged, but, amidst many difficulties 
and much distress, continued to nuuuUin his pre¬ 
tensions to the office of peishwo, and to se^ allies 
to assist him in supporting them. Among others, 

* It baa been (jueationed wbetber tide eluid woe the boq of the 
deceaiedpeubwo: tiad euepioioa hae been east upon hie birth from 
the fSact that ia tha fOrtrcea in which hia mother roaided a Bomber 
of women in the avne aituatloD were usambled. This baa been 
acoounted for on different grounda. According to one report, it 
wtkB mtended, if the widow of tho peiahwa ahonld give Urth to e 
daughter, to aubatitute in plaeo of the female the male child of 
ono of the other woman. Another report r^neaenta the aaBOm' 
blege of ffie women aa having no other mothe than the denre to 
provide & nurae for the oxpeotad peisbwa. The beat Mthoritiea 
appear to conour in reccgnizirg the of the infant to be re¬ 
galed aa the aon of ffie deceased peiahwa. It ia a^d that thia 
fctct waa never disputed by Kogonath Row, arirf that tha rep o r b 
throwing doubt upon it may be traeed entirely to thecreduHty and 
mlatakea of the Bogliah authorities at Bombey. 
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nn*p X. ho had recoui^e to the Englis)!, aQ<1 the doeire felt 
by the authorities at Bombay to obtain possession 
of Balsette and Baasein led them eagerly to en¬ 
courage his overtures. They vere rendered tlio 
uioro anidous by an apprebciusioii that the Portu¬ 
guese were about to forestal tUom in the possos- 
alon of these much coveted places. The negotia¬ 
tions with Ihigonoth Ilow, howover, pioceodod un¬ 
satisfactorily. On the point which tho goverumout 
of Bombay regarded as most important ho woe ob¬ 
durate : he peremptorily refused to give up Salsette 
and Bassein, and in despair of accomplishing then 
object by any other means, the English authorities 
had resolved to occoj^t an oifbr made by the killa- 
dar in coimnand of the garrison at Taimali, the 
principal fort on the island of Salsette, to jnit them 
in possession of the place for a sum of money. Xlie 
bargain, liowever, was not carried into ofToct. By 
the time that the governor and council of Bombay 
bad dedded npon dosing wi^ the offer, the' kiUadai^ 
alleged that it was no longer in his power to perform 
that which he hod propcsed, the Mahrottas, alormod 
by the movements of the Portuguese, having rein- 
fniced the garrison. Bnt tho British authoritlos 
worn not thus to be disappointed. Negotiation 
having failed, they had recourse to arms: Tannah 
was token by storm, and the Island of Salsette, to* 
gether with that of Caiunja, passed into the hands 
of the English. Immediately after the dispatch of 
the armament against Tannah a Portugoeee deot 
^peered off Bombay, and the commander delivered 
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m a protest against the conduct of the British au- 
thojitiee.* 

Before tlio ca)>turo of tlio island was effected 
tUo now govoniment of Boiigal Imd entered upon 
its fnncUona. By the act under which that go- 
. Tcmmeut was constituted it was invested with a 
controlling power over the other presidencies. Tlio 
govciTunont of Bombay wcio awnre of tlio pajsing 
of tho act, but weie ignorant of the anivcil of tlio 
now councillors, and tlioir formal nssnmption of 
AUtliovity, imdl after the expedition against tho 
Islandfi had hocn dUjmtebcd. Its snoccss was com¬ 
municated without delay to the govoinmeut of 
Fort William, 

In tho mean time ncgoiiationfi with Rugonatli 
flow wore renowod, and, finally, a treaty was con¬ 
cluded, by which form or treaties with tlio Malimtla 
state wore ratifiod : both parties engaged to abstain 
from assisting the enemies of tho other; the East* 
India Company agreed to aid Rugouatli Row with 
a consideTablo force, and he in return ogiood to 
sun'cnder to them Basscin and certain other places. 
Rugonath Row was also to procure from tlio Gvii- 
oowai’ a grant for the Company of tlio share of 
rcYonuo collected by tliat prince In tho town and 
peigunnah of Broach. He further stipulated to 
pay to the Company annually soventy-five thonsand 

* Ihe gDVCTn^ Had eoaocU of Bombay, is cbeir report of the 
satcor to tbc gorerament of Fort William, call tba documoat 
'* a aaali proteet.*' Whetbor tbe ei:^(hot is intended to apply to 
tbs matoriel or the moral ebaractenedcs of dm paper cloea net 
appear. 
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CHAP. X, rupeos from the roTcnwes of Oklaseor, aud a lac flnd 
a-lmlf of rupoea montUly for t33e militiwy oflfiieuaicc 
which lie was to rec^vo, or a proportionate sbaiv 
for 60 much os might bo friniished, as socurity for 
•which paymont he raatio temporary assignment of 
fioveral diatricta. Sfat Jacs of rupeos weno to he im- 
mediatoly deposited witii oji agent of tlio Comiiaiiy; 
but, as Jlogouath How had tlioii not, and know not 
where to obtain them, it was agreed that ho should 
deposit jewels* in their place. Rugonath Row wo'i 
to defray all expenses that might be iiicmtod in 
•taking possession of any of tho pianos ceded to 
the Company; be was not to make war in tho Cai*- 
natic, and ho was bound to assist the ships of the 
Company, or of persons under their protection. If 
wrecked, aud to protect tlie cargoes. 

This treaty was greatly dibapjnoTcd at Bengal. 
The governor-general Hastings recorded a minute 
of considcrablo longtb, and certainly marked by 
great ability. Ho maintained that the treaty was 
unseasonable, because formed at & time whenRngo- 
nath Row appeared Co have been abandoned by bis 
former adherents; that it was impolitic, because the 
Company was subjected to the whole burden of the 
war, without a force at Bombay equal to tlio nudor- 
taking, without money or certain resources, and 
hccaase It was undertaken without regard to tlie 
general interests of the other British settlements iu 
India; that it •was unjust, bccausb tho English bad 
teceired no injury fi'om any part of the Mahratta 
state wliich could autliorize an interference with 
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t7ieir mutual diaadnaioufi, and were under uo ao ctup. x 
tujd ties to Rugonatli Row, but, on the coutniry, 

■were iu positive negotiation -with the very powora 
against which thcj had fllnce doclared war; and 
that it was unauthorized, because tlic law precluded 
the suboi’diuato govommouts from commouciug hoe* 
tilitica, declflj*ing war, or nogotlaUng any ticnty of 
peace without tho conseut of the goveraor-gouoral 
and council, except m cases of iinmincnt nccoesity, 
whoro it would bo dauguroua to poRtpono the 
coimnoncetdont of hostiUtics or the couclusiou 
of treaties, and except whou the subordioato 
goTonuuont might have received special orders 
&om the.Company—which exceptions did not 
apply to the treaty concluded with Rugonath Row. 

On these grounds, the govoruoT-genernl proposed to 
direct the government of Bombay to concol the 
tiuaty, and withdraw the detachment sout in pur¬ 
suance of it, unless some devsivc advantage should 
have been gmned over the enemy, or that the de¬ 
tachment should be in sucli a situation that it would 
be dangerous either to retreat or to pause, or that a 
negotiation ahould have been commenced between 
Rugonath Row and his opponents in consequence of 
the support afforded hy tho English. The council, 
seldom agi*eeing iu any thing but in annoying each 
other, Wei'S unanimous m approving the first part of 
tho proposed orders to Bombay: with regard to the 
exceptions by which the order was modified there 
was n dlfibreuce of opinion. Borwell, os usual, sup¬ 
ported the govevnoi'-genoial altogether—tiie thiee 
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CHAP. X. remdning ]Reml>er5 of tbe council tljouglit tliftt tlio 
order for the of tlie troops should be 

toade subject to no exception but that of the iin* 
practicability of their retiring in safety, ond thus 
the instruction to the goTermnent of Bombay ^as 
framed. 

The goTdminent of Bengal resolved at the same 
time to open a negoUation vrith tlio outLoritios at 
Poona* Tho choice of the person -who wns to repre¬ 
sent the Bvitish govenuneut at the capital of the 
peishwa gave rise, as usual, to a contest. Hastings 
proposed Colonel Dow; Gonend Clavoriug recom¬ 
mended Colonel Upton j and the latter ofRocr, being 
supported by the miyority, was appointed. 

The command of the British force destined to act in 
coiyunction witliRugonath Bow hod been entrusted 
to Colonel Keating. It arrived at Cambay about 
A. D. 1776. the middle of March, 1776, and in April odhotod a 
junction with all that remained of the army of Bu- 
gonath Row, that chieftain having been defeated 
some time before, and his fbreoa dispersed. After 
some considerable delay, arising from various eouses, 
tho combined body moved in the direction of Poomu 
Nothing of importance occurred till the 18th May, 
when an action took place, which terminated in 
favour of the English, though they sustained dread¬ 
ful loss. The British commander does not appear 
to have displayed any great military skill, and an 
allegod mistake of tho word of command by a body 
of European grenadiers nearly led to tbe loss of the 
battle. 
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The government of Bombay were not in a condi- ciur. x. 
tion to m^ntain tlie borden of tho war without 
aesistanco from tho other preaidcnciee, and an appli¬ 
cation waa mode to Bengid for men ancl money. 

The governor-general was diqwsed to comply with 
the request, on the ground that the queetiou then to 
be decided woe not whether the govommont of 
Bombay bad acted properly or not, but by wbat 
meam were the Gompaii/s afbuis to bo exti7cated 
from the danger in which they woro involved by a 
T7pr procipilately undortakem. In tho view of the 
govovnor-gcncral, sound policy dictated tlio support 
of tho government of Bombay. “ 1^” emd be, " tho 
dotachmeu^QOW employed in the suppoii of Kagoha 
(Uugonatb Row) should be either defeated for want 
of succour, or recalled at sneb a crisis to Bombay, 
and Ragoha abandoned to ruin, I will ventuie to 
ibretel tliat Coloucl Uptou^a uegotiations vAU bo 
ihiitless and attcudod with disgmeo. On the other 
bond, 1 will, with equal confidence, risk my ci’cdit 
with tho Company in foretelling that the issue of it 
will bo successful and Itonouroble, if wo maiiitain 
our saporiority at the time in ‘which it shall take 
place, and shew a lesolution to dictate, not to re¬ 
ceive, tenns of acepmmodation. For these reasons, 

I am of opinion that the offootnal support of the 
presidency of Bombay iu the wax undertaken by 
them will prove tho sui’est means of restoring the 
peace of India. We have those moons in our power, 
and I tbei'efore think it our duty to employ tliom."* 

* 09vorRO^ geunl’fi minute. 7tL 8«ptecvbeir, 177S. Baogal 
Secret CoDBulUitiOD«. 
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CiJAP. X. It is uiiiiec€88ajy to say that the govemor-goneml 
waa supported hy md opposed hy tha 

other memhers of counoil. The l&ttor party posi- 
tJTely reiriBed to send any roen, bat^ as the pecu¬ 
niary necessities of the Bomhay goremment 'were 
nigeivt, they were willing to forward a small supply 
of money. Ilastings was taunted with tho alleged 
jDconsistency of bis present advico ^rtth tUo courao 
which he hud formerly recommended. lie succor- 
fully shewed, howeretj that there was no inconsis¬ 
tency; that be had then proposed that tho orders 
for dissolTing the connection with Rugoruitli Row 
shonld not bo corned into effect if any docisivo 
a<l vantage hod been obtained otci* tlic enemy, and 
it WAS on the ground that such advantage hod been 
obtained that lie now advised tho continuoueo of 
the British force in tho field. Ho ot tho some time 
declared, and probably with truth, that in the cotu^ 
which be had formerly recommended, his own views 
had been modified, in the hope of meeting those 
of the other members of tho council. Argumont, 
however, is vain when passion rules, and the zna- 
jortty determined that no men should be sent to 
Bombay. About a month niter this determination, 
Mr. Toyler, a member of the cotmcil of Bombay, 
arrived at Calcutta, specially to represont to the 
govei’mnent of Bengal the necessity of giving to the 
Bombay government such support as would enable 
them to overt tho conseqoeuoes likely to arise from 
an abrupt tennination of the engagement with 
Ttngouath Row. but his repi'esontations were not 
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more sucoessfid than tLoso of the goTm^noT-gfinoraJ. cuiJ'i z. 
Tlie majority in council were fixed in their deter¬ 
mination to put an end to the war at once* Gene¬ 
ral ClaTcring, indeed, bad expresed an opinion that 
sndi Q atop was likely to assist tbo progress of tho 
negotiation at Poona. Wo have reason to bopo," 

SMd be, “ tliat tbo Mahruttas, seeing tho justico toid 
moderation of this go-reimnent, and that oui' iiilon- 
tioQS are finally to )mt a stop to that siniil of con¬ 
quest, cucToacbniont, and iiijuKtico, which seoius 
Intlicrto to Imvo pi*©vailed too much iu Iiulia, will 
listen to the proposals that wc have made to con¬ 
clude a firm and lasting pence with them.'* * 

Tho soundness of these views was soon bmugbt 
to fbo teat. Colonel Upton, having readied Poona 
with gi«at difficnlty, entered on tho business of his 
mission, bat found tlio muiistofs of tho peishwa 
little disposed to conliality. He was iustmeted 
to stipulate for tite possesion of Solsctte aud 
Basscin. Tho Mahmtta authorities rafiisod com¬ 
pliance. In accounting for this 1 ‘efusal Colonel 
Upton says, I conceived it owing to their ima¬ 
gining that I must treat with thorn at any into 5 ’* 
and It appears that tboy proposed questions to the 
Biitish negotiator which it would have required 
great ingenuity to aD 8 \YOi' aot5.‘ifectorily- Thoy 
asked him why the government of Bengal made 
stich profession of hononr, and how it happenwl 
that, while thoy disapproved of tho war commoncod 

* Minuta of 0«n«nl Gluveriog, ?th Septomber. 1775. Bengeil 
Secret CoQBuItationa. 
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OHAP. X Tjj the Bomhay goTernraent, they were bo deBlroas 
^ of apailiDg themselyes of the advantages of it. 
After much discoasion, Colonel Upton dezoanded of 
the ministera what was their final .detenciinationy 
end they answered that they knew of none hut wax. 
The govonunent of Bengal now withdrew the re¬ 
striction which they bad imposed on the hostilo 
operations of tho govemment of Bombay^ tlioy 
addressed a letter to Rugonath Row, oifering him 
the assistance of the British arms in all ports of 
India, to place him rrith fall authority in the seat 
of the goTenimcnt at Poona; they resolved to write 
to Nizam Ali, Hyder Ali, Morari Row, the Riyah 
of Berar, Holkar, and Scindia, with a view of en¬ 
gaging their assistance for Rugonath How, or at least 
of securing their neutmZity; they directed the Bri¬ 
tish rosident at Oude to prevail on the yieier to 
permit the remcval of the Company's brigade to the 
fiontier of Korah, next Cslpoe, with a view to pro¬ 
mote the interest of Rugonath Row; they wrote to 
the goTomment of Madras for reinforcoments in 
aid of the saino cause, and they requested the 
officer in command of the squadron on tho coast of 
Malabar to giro it all the support in hia power. 
These measure wore taken by the Bengal govem- 
A.D. I7W. meat on the 7th Mjuuh, under an impression that 
tho negotiations at Poona were at an end. On the 
Ut April tliey received a letter from Colonel 
Upton, informing thorn that the difei'ences with 
the p^hwa’s minlsteia bad been arranged, and that 
a treaty was in progress. The treaty was concluded. 
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and, ^th eozne znodiScatlons, acceptod hj tho go- chap. 2 C. 
venunent of Bengal. By this treaty llogonatH 
Row, on condition of disbanding hia army, was to 
have an establishment at Kopergoam, on the banks 
of tbd Oodavery. This lie refused to a43cept, and 
lienee arose new difficulties. Xho government of 
Bombay fiercely attacked the treaty, and maiu« 
t^nod that KugonatU Uow sbonld Imvo been al¬ 
lowed tlie option of residing in one of the Com¬ 
pany’s sottlemcnts; that tlio mmistors at Pooim 
wovdil not have objected if thoir intentions were 
honest; tlmt thus placed, UugonatU Row would 
have been a nsefol iostniment for operating on tbo 
fears of the other painty in the Mshratta state, and 
would have afforded the best security for the pre¬ 
servation of peace. Rugonath Row had o^^preased 
a determination to appeal to tbo Court of Directors, 
and, till the result should be known, to seek an 
asylum at Bombay. The government of that preai* 
doncy were quite ready that lie should find a homo 
there, hut that of Bengal mteribred and forbade it. 

He finally retired with about two hundred adherents 
to Surat. 

The treaty with the Mahrattaa confirmed the 
Company in the possession of Salsette and the 
islands which they actually occupied. BasseU, not 
being in their possession, was excepted. It is a fhet 
strikingly iUusti'ative of the imperfect information 
possessed by the Bengal government when they un¬ 
dertook, through the agency of Colonel Upton, to 
negotiate a treaty with the Mahratta state, that they 
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criAF. X. ^tuall^ bellevocl tlmt Bossein was bx tho poscssioii 
of the £ogU9b> and it was at Poona ibat Colonel 
Upton first loamed tbat such was not tbo case. 
Another remarlcablo oii’cnmstonco attending this 
series of transactionB is, that i&unodiatel^ after the 
conclnsion of the treaty with the ministers of the 
infont peiehwa nt Poona, orders wore received from 
the Court of Dii'ectors approving of tho tronty of 
Snrat—tho treaty concluded by the Bombay govoru- 
ment with Rqgonatli Row—and desired ihnt posses¬ 
sion sUonJd ho kept of all tho places thei‘cby coded. 
These owleis it was imposaihlo to obey without re¬ 
newing the ^va^, for par t of tlie cessions had been 
abandoned by the later treaty concluded hy Colonel 
Upton. 

The pause created by that troaty airor<l8 a con¬ 
venient opportunity for briefly reviewing the con¬ 
duct of all the parties iu tho transactions which 
have just been related. The cap hue of Sal- 
sette by the Bombay government was a somewhat 
ipestionable act. Its occupation was very con¬ 
venient, and possession of it bad long been dosirad 
hy the East-India Companybut It is obvious 
that these circumstances give no claim to it which 
a strict moralist can approve. The MahrattaSi 
indeed, bad no better right that founded in 
force, and their tenure was not of sufficient du¬ 
ration to cover tlie defects of tboir original title.* 
The claim of the Portuguese cannot bo readily be 

* Uie idand wu taken the Mohrattca (Vom the PoTtuguue 
in 1750. 
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disposed of. It was alleged hj the govormuent of chap. x. 
Bombay, that Salsette vaa inoluded with Bombay 
hi the marriage portion of the pnneoss Catherine, 
wife of Charles tie Second; hut this, on tbo other 
hand, woe stionoonsly denied; and it is to bo Ibared 
that tho English authoiitlcs, on this occasion, wore 
very readily satisfied of tho truth of that which thoy 
were anadous to boliove. They socm to have been 
alike easily convinced that the alleged son of the de¬ 
ceased poishwa ^vas spuiions, and that, consequently, 

Bugonatli Row was entitled to that place in the 
Mohratta state which ho claimed. * His situation 
diq^osed him to he more liberal than his opponents 
to the British govorument, and the momhei'S of that 
government wcw thereby quite satisfied of the lega¬ 
lity of his titlo, and the nullity of that of the infimt 
opposed to him. It was desliable that ilngonnth 
Row should bo tho poishwa, and thoreforo liis right 
must he 1 ‘ecogaizcd,* It would, notwithstanding, 
be diflicult, oven on tho ground of worldly pra- 
deneo, to justify their support of him. Destitute 
of nieane of canying on war cfiectusUy, uulees as- 
a^ted from the other prceidoncios, tlioy rushed into 
a contest, tho objeot of which was to support amau, 
himself without roaourcea, whose title to the ofiicc 
which he claimed was at beet doubtful, and whose 

* It u remaikablfl that tbii contest, M to tbe rigbtfal succes- 
rien to the chief seat of Mahrattn power, related to an office 
wlucb was ia Itself an usurpation of rights whlcli belonged to an¬ 
other-^ Dommol sovereign, who was denied the azerdse of any 
power bnt that of ievesriDg one who called blisaelf bis semnt 
with the privilege of governing his master. 
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CHAP. z. poimlarity wa3 &bout equal to his right. They 
further acted in diaobedienco to the law, whicli ro- 
quirod thoui> in oil matters of peace and wai*> to act 
under the authority of the govemor^eneml and 
council of Bengal. When the capture of Salsetto 
took place> the goTommont of Bombay was not 
aware that tho controlling government had oiitored 
upon its functions; but they wm informed of ttiis 
before the concluaion of the ti’caty with Rugouath 
Row, and as there was no proteoce of urgency to 
justify thdr acting witbout tho authority of tho go* 
venimcnt of Bengal, it is clear that they wore not 
legally justided in so acting. The latter goyomment, 
however, seemed resolved that rashness and impru* 
dence should not be monopolised at Bombay. They 
determined to vindicate tbelr own dignity, whatever 
rcdglit be the cost to the country whose honom* and 
interests were in their keeping. Great Britain might 
euCer in character as well os in power, but the go* 
vomer and conncil of Bombay must be humbled, and 
the majesty of thoir euperiors made visible to oil 
India—and without regard to any considoiation bnt 
that of the safety of the troops employed in as¬ 
sisting Rugonatb Row, they ordered their imme¬ 
diate rotreat. Conduct more petty in its character, 
but at tho some time more calculated to be widely 
misebievous in its consequences, it is not easy to 
conceive. It is to the honour of Hastings that ha 
was not a party to it. He would have reproved 
tho fbiwardness of tho Bombay government, but, 
though as tenacious as mc«t men of his own dignity, 
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he was not prepared io assert it by breaking down crap. x. 
the fabric which it wss his daty to uphold. Con- 
demnlog the iTnprudencc with which the eounecCioii 
with KugQimth Row had beau ibrmed, he was uu- 
willing to commit the greater impnidenco of risk¬ 
ing tlio honour of the British name and the socu- 
xity of British power in India for its difisolutjon. 

Ilia counsel woa wise and moclorato—rogrettmg 
tho existing state of aHoirs, his advico was to mako 
the best of it; but it was cast away upon men who, 
in administering the afhure of a mighty state, com¬ 
mitted themselves without 1 ‘eserve to tho guidance 
of headetioug passion. Their sobsequent conduct 
was scarcely less injudicious than that which rc* 
vaised peremptorily, and without regard to cir- 
cumetances, the conise winch had boon token 
at Bombay. The govornment of Bengal, at lenst 
the ruling party in council, determined themselves 
to undertake tho conduct of a now negotiation 
with the Mohrattas. The policy of tlus stop may 
bo GStimatod &om tho fact, that neither tbe envoy 
nor those who sent him know who was in pos¬ 
session of Bassoiu, one of the most impoitant 
ol^ects of negotiation. A mission thus blindly 
undertaken was not likely to command nmeh 
respect; and Colonel Upton appears, for a time 
at least, to have been the sport of those with 
whom he wos sent to negoriate. Irritated by 
the ill success of their attempts to conciliate 
the authorities at Poona, the government of Ben¬ 
gal suddenly determined to espouse tho cause of 
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ciup, X. Rugonatli Row. Thoy informed Wm of their newly- 
bom friendahip, and euminoncd aE India to tho 
battlo on his, behalf, wbon thoir plana wore once 
more diacompoeed by intelligedee that tho negotin* 
tiona at Poona bad takon a new turn, and that tho 
draft of a troa^ Imd boen agi'cod upon. The 
cause of Rugonath Bow was then dimniased with 
as much levity as it had hcou tikon up. and tho 
man whom tho governmont of Bengal were about 
to placa upon a tlirono, was deemed unworthy of 
a shelter, excojit within tho meshes of his enemies. 
One claimant of the chief power in tho Malu*atta 
government tlius alienated—E'om tho guardians 
of the other ail tliat was gained was a hollow and 
uosatisfactoiy accommodation, which no one could 
expect to endure. Such was the stnCcsmauship 
wMdi then swayed the dostinies of British India; 
such were the insults of the nomination of its rulors 
by parliament. 

The terms of tho treaty concluded by Colonel 
Upton mve so vague, that, after they were uorui- 
nally fixed, the laboor of adjusting them remmnod 
to be performed. Even after Colonel Upton's 
retirement from Poona the work was continued 
by Mr. Mostyn, who was appointed resident there, 
an office which be held before the brnadr caused 
by the oUianco with Rugonath Row. Tho resident 
too found other occupation in the intrigues of a 
Frnnciiman, bearing the autbori^ of his own go- 
Yernraeut to negotiate with the Mahrattas. This 
person, who bore the appellation ofi the Chevalier 
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5K Lubin, vm not nnlcno^ in India. Ho Lad cuap. x, 
obtoinod tbo oon^denco of the government of Ma> 
drae, and had been a main oauee of producing the 
diBs^ers wluch Imd attended their war with Hjder 
AH. llo Bal)aeqncntl 7 Introduced himself to tbo 
mmistry of Finnco, evei' jealous of the extended 
empiro of tbo English, and ever ready to annoy 
them In tbeir distant poasosajom. To tbm the 
oLovalior bocsted of his influence with the most 
diatmgulslicd ]>otcutatc6 of Indio, of tlio eervlcce 
wliioli he hod rou<lero<l Hytlcv All, and of his iuti- 
macy \ni\\ the Mfthjntta nyah. Tbo gross igno¬ 
rance which at that time prevailed in Europe on all 
matters relating to India lod to bis being believed 
and employed. His intrigues excited the alarm of 
the Bonibay goyenunent, and that of Bengal was 
apprized of their feelings. The govcrnor-geneial 
immediately proposed that a large military feme 
should be assembled nt Calpeo, to mnreb to Bombay 
or to such other place as subsequent events or the 
will of the govemmeut of that proaidoncy might 
determine. Tho proposal was the subject of long 
and Teliemont debate, and bad it been made 
somewhat earlier it would have been defeated. But 
Genera] Monson aud GeuenJ Clnveriog were dead' * 
Hastings's influence predominated in the council, 
and the proposal was canied. Tho force, consisting 
of six battalions of infantry, a company of artillery, 

Olid a corps of cavalry, was placed under tlie com- 
11 ) mid of Colonel Leslie. 

The councils of Poouo were distracted by com- 
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CUAP. X. pUcatrd intrigues. The ininintcTs there lifwl sqja- 
rateil into tine of which i*«pr)UKcil the vnnse 

of Uiijjonjilli ^Vith tlieni tho giiTfnmt<nit ol‘ 

Tloin?my wiw Olapowwl ti> co-opemle, nji<l llu'ir 

A ii'VH wort* in ncponlMicc with tinwu of llio Court 
of DjrectorH, who lind rx|irt*Kfli*d rltKKftllHfiwtlou with 
Iho tn'&ly <*on('!uil<*il hy (^>Iom*l Uptmi» rikI mii- 
tniiliHl tliat if a hUiiijf o)>norLujiUy hhuuld urlHo |hi* 
Lla Rl)MKlonmont it ouglit to bu tnuhinccih .Sumo 
articles of tho treaty wore unfalfillcjl. luicl llii* 
answer givon to a dcTnaiul, wliethr*r iho mlliipf 
party lnten<leil t» fulfil its pi'ovlAiouR, wu# I'C^^vtlcd 
ns ovAftivo. A ucwngiveau'nt wjwthorcujjojj fomiud 
“witli Uug:*«mth How, difTcring hi one impovbmt 
point fRun the fomicr. ItugfuuLth I Cow wan U* hu 
regent only; all llio aet« of gnvenimeut were tf> 
bo porformod in the naiao of the infant pcishwa; 
and its c'litlro powers surrondorod Co him on the 
expiration of liis mlnotily.* The goTormnont of 
Bengal hod authorixod that of Bombay to tnko mioh 
a courso If tlio Conns of tho treaty witti tlio minis¬ 
ters at Poem a were not complied with. 

The detachment from Bengal was a long timo on 
its march, and unfortunately tho government of 
Bombay were too eager for tho commencement of 
active operatioDR to wait its anival. They pi'qiarcd 
and put iu motion an expedition under Coliincl 
Egerton, who is staiod to liavo been on ineflieient 

* A nrioCy of Intrigue uid rhnn^ it Poona proced«4 this 
antingomeat. but the detail, v/hllo it would occupy much ipnct*. 
would be tacally uuiutcrcaUog to Utc gcncrnlliy of rcodon. 
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offloDp,* Mid vhoBO po^cffl wore contarollod l)y a chap. z. 
committee of field deputlo8.+ Tlie :forco placed 
uader tills anomaloue control was about (out thoo- 
aand atrong. It advruiocd slowly, was solijeoted to 
groat onnoyanoos from tlio Quomy* and in a fbw days 
was deprived of Lloutonont-Colonol Kay and Cap* 

Lain Stewart, two of Ite boat officer*)..^ Sicknose 
soon oompelled Colonol Egerton to rolinqulali tUe 
oommand, a oircumstanco in wUich tho army pro* 
bably suffbiod no lose. Ho ^vaa succcodod by Lion* 
iQnnnt*Colonol Cookbumj but tliat ofBcor’a falontB 
fhr command were not aabjectod to long trial. 

Rugonath Row, to atimuJ&to tho actlrity of hie 
European albee, had suggested to them that on 
powv of conecqaenco would declare for bitn till 
eome adTantage had boon obtainod. Tho ootamu* 
nioatdim had the opposite offbetto that which bo Imcl 
intended: tho committoo bocamo despondent, and 
they took tho extraordinaiy resolution of elmul- 
tanoously oponiog nogotiaiions with tUo authorities 

* Oiqitain Dulf. aothor of tho I^oCory of Cbo MohnittaSi giToa 
this opinion. Goloocl BgortOQ*! oetDaparariM emm abo to luTft 
held It. 

t la dio ume maimer M tho operatioos of tho Madru iricy 
dicijig part of tite conuac with Hydor AU. 

f Of bttsr offioer Oapbun Duff sayo. ** It in n romarhabla 
fact (has Ida oasu U to chit braiUor in the M&hratta country 
bytba appellMka of Stnoart PAahwy. wtiohexpreeaea aomethin^ 
more fbw tfa# gplUnC Stewart, $. oiroujData&oe chnt marbe the 
•croDg impraarioQ made by hii oonduot: and wbat soldier, vher* 
ever he may falli could deeire a nobler epitaph than that snob n 
tradition thonld be preserved by Ue enemlci V'—'Hiatory of the 
Mahrattasi vol. ii. page 367. 
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ci£AF. X. of Fooiifl, End coimneudng; a retread towards their 
owu territory. It ^pas 8ugg:o5tecl that it would be 
wen to wait the result of tho negotiation boforo re¬ 
treating, but in vain. Rugonath Row joined his 
Yoico to tboao who inToko<l tUo committee to pauio 
boforo deciding ou a stop wUiob was certain ruin, 
but hia oflbrte woro os fruitless as tbooe of others. 

^D. irro. Tbo night of the lltU Jonunry, 1770> oonsti- 
tutes a darlc opool^ lu the bistnry of Brltisli 
India. On that night tho Britisli dotacbmout, 
wbioU had not long botore moved in the proud 
hope of shortly-giving a ruler to the Mohratta 
state, turned its back in flight upon tho men whoso 
powoi* it Inul so recently doflod: tim heavy gv^ns 
woro thrown iuto a tank, tho stoius burnt, and, 
without nn effort to noliiovo tlio oyoct for whioli 
the army had odvnnood, without au Aot that 
oould in tho slightest degree soften tbo disgrace 
wbioh involved this ill-fated expedition, tbo Brltaib 
force oommenoed its retrograde march. It was 
fondly believod that ibis moveiuout was secret, but 
those who thought this know Ifttlo of tho enemy 
with whom they had to contend. Three hours after 
the commencement of the march the advanced 
guard >v&a ilred upon by horsemen, and the fugitives 
thou became aware that they were not unobaervod. 
They were soon afterwards attacked in tho rear, 
and by break of day were completely surrounded. 
Throughout that day and the following the English 
army were sorely pressed, and the fearful ofBects of 
ill success in an Indiaii army began to be manifested 
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in Quaeroufl desertions. Ou tbe IStli further re- 
treat vaa deemed imprftoticable» and it ‘wu deter¬ 
mined to trust solely to the edeot of negotiation. 
The Poona ministoie demanded the surrender of Ru- 
gonath Kov, and hte panlc-stvuck alliea would have 
complied bad they possessed the power. KugonstU 
Row bad} however, taken oaie of his own safety, and 
this additional disgrace was spared them. As the case 
was, there was quite enough of aliamo. A convention 
was concluded, by which tho peaceable rotum of the 
British aimy was secured by the Kahrattas, the Eng- 
lish> in return, agreeing that Salsette and all the re¬ 
cent acquisitions from the Mahratta statos should be 
restored, end that the Bengal detachment should be 
ordered back to Calcutta. By a separate agreement 
with Scindia, whose inflaence was considerable, the 
fbrt and government of Broach were to be delivered up 
to that chief, and twoEngDsh gentlomenwerotobe left 
sa hostages ibr the performance of the eugagomonh* 

* lids doeijmeiii ii so utnordiaairy a ooAposiden, and lo 
dognding to tbo Bridsh cbtTBotor, that the hiU meaaws of the 
hu milia tian by the npreacatadTu of the govmunonC of 

Bosbey vill not be ufidentend witbont refereoce to the traiuH- 
tion, ee pubUihed by the Committee of Secrecy of the Honee of 
Conunew, Sixtii Report, 17SS, Appendix 130t«"Thet after 
f allin g out with the circar of Mhaderov Xanain Pondlk Frund- 
fiar, we fthe Zogiish] with ao eray come upon the ghaut and 
remained-at Tullagavn, on which 70 U [the Mahrattu] ordered a 
figheisg. and we both pertiee djddght. in vhiob we [tba Bngliab] 
were d^^ted, ntnreed back and eneamped at Woorgoon with 
Dada Sahib [Rngona^ Row]. We [the BngLiih] could hardly 
reach Bombay with out anay and atorae; oonaiderisg whiob, we 
eent Meaara. Farmer and Holmes to you, deairteg yen [8<dndia] 
would oome between us and get the droaf a and our treaty eetded 
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X. Thifi 4rrangGTDcnt cost (crt^ono tbousuid rupees, 
dlstiibutod in piesenta. Thue di^raooiullj torml- 
HAted cbe hostile purposes of the Bombay govem- 
ment with rogard to the Mahratbas. Morbidly aiuc« 
ions for vrar vith. that people, they had comTuetioed 
hoBtUo operations impradoully, ooiiducted tliom with¬ 
out skill, and abandoned thorn witlioat hoiio\ir. 
“ Success/' says Captain Du% “ tliatgraud apology 
for statesmen’s blunders, hod not attended the 

u Ijeftrfr, asdcoTuliicE na and tho army Co Bombay. On wUch 
you did supaid the wax; you come between ni ftsd got tho dx* 
cex*8 ofid the English trcfity octUodi and yco proposed to con* 
duct VI end the nxmy to Bombey wicbonc molsatACioo from any¬ 
body; you tavle our eacnpe cotircly •. bU which we took iaCo our 
oonsdemtioD. end are very glad. You ere a powm^l officer uid 
weli-wiibor Co ^um goveraaontf which has induced us to keep n 
friendship with yon ; this cnine into your nuad, and wo wore 
Stlasfied chat you made us free from tbs eixear’e and everybody's 
mcleatatacFB. lad got the traaty settled, as before, without aoy 
defeat from tbe drear; therefore we tiiougbt wo shoald lerre 
you, and for whioh reason have, of yonr own free will and accord, 
Bgtood, under tho King's and Company's seal, to deliver up to 
you the fort of Broach wl^ its gorttsmeot, In the wme muaha 
tho Mogul did bold it, wlunh fort Is now uv cur possession, and 
which we hare given you. We foxther agroe tiist wo will, on onr 
arriwd at Bombay, obtalu the governor's duituok, under the King's 
seal, to the Kiiladsx of Broach, and deliver the fort and Its coun¬ 
try, in the Tnnnn^ the Mogul did hold It, up to you. Under 
oath, no dispute shall arise u this. This wa promise solemnly, 
and wa have left Mr. Farmer and Mr. Charles Stuart with you as 
boafeages for the performance of this agreement. Wb will let no 
dispute arise. This we agree Co in writing." Such was the 
dooument which Engllshmon were found not ashamed to sub. 
eorlba. The transladoa is evidently made by one little skilled m 
English, but It is sufficiently deer to mark Ibe degradation of 
those who aigoed it. 
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sclieoiQs vliicdi they had booo laboc^lng to be pormit' ci2a?. X. 
ted to altompt. Fi^em the timetho supreme COvmcrl 
ozerciaod tbeir Iroali authoritf by a preolpiCflte inters 
fcrauco, the majority of iJio membors of thd'Bom- 
Iwiy goTonunout endoavoiirctl, by ai^nmoilt and 
artiAco^ to bring nbonc their own dcsigus; and iu» 
stood of taking an enlarged and dignlAod view of 
the national Interests and govomment in India, 
which would haYo boon an Iiononr to themaelvca 
and a tcproacii to their ap^Kuicuita, tliey lost the 
commanding ground on which they stood by fol> 
lowng a COUT 80 which brought about its own un¬ 
doing ” “ Xhoir contracted poHcy/' says the same 
author, was directed merely to carry their point 
in AtYOOr of Bagoba,* and to aggrandize their own 
prttndencyi Jxi eondiilg offtho expedition, it would 
aeem as if they bad been actuated by tlio puerile 
desire of showing the Bengal goTQinmont what 
Bombay could do without tlioir aBslstanco.*' In 
short,** ho adds, “ the Bombay govommont neglected 
opportunity, they overlooked chang;es of circum¬ 
stance, they desperately sent a handful of racn 
against tho strcngdi of tho Maliratta empire, and 
conunittod the conduct of an entorprise, practicable 
only by celerity, address, and resolution, to men 
unfit ibr such a ohsTge.*’| 

The slow progress of Colonel Leslie with the 
Bengal detachment bad been owing partly to un- 
tavourable weather, but principally to his engaging in 

* AugonatU Row. 

i Hialory cf tbe MalintUu, vo\. li. 370, 360. 
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CHAP. X. iiegfotiatioDS aad dispufcos ’^tli tlio chiefe of the 
countiy through wMcK he had to pass. In five 
mouths ho advanced only a hundred and twenty 
mflos; and his progress was so uneatis&otoiy as to 
lend Hastings, whoso confidence be had proviously 
possessed, to acquiesce in bis recal. Colonel Cbd- 
dord was appointed to snccood to tlio command; 
but boforo the order for oflbctiiig this ohaJigc wiifi 
paaaed, death had romovod Colonel Lcalio from iho 
possibility of being afiheted by it. 

The character of Colonel Goddard’s moromonte 
was widely dilferent from that which had marked 
those of his piodeccssor, and he displayed extraor¬ 
dinary tact and jndgmont under very embarrassing 
circumstances. Ho had been exempted by the 
goYemment of Bengal froiu the nccosAity ofyiolOiag 

obedience to that of Bombay; still an acquaintenco 
with views and wishes of the latter govom- 
mont might often be very desirable. In taking the 
£old in favour of Bugouath Row, the Bombay go- 
vemmeat had written to Colonel Goddard, urging 
him to advance. On concluding the memorable 
convention with the Mohratta state, the field depu¬ 
ties again wrote, advising hhn that "the face of 
things was so matorially altered, as to occasion tholr 
marching back to Bombay,” and directing that he 
should in like manner march bock with his azmy 
to Bengal. Three days afterwords they again wrote, 
intimating that, upon recollection, they did not 
think themeelvos authorized to give the orders 
which ^ey hod sent for hie return, and desiring 
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Liin to P&7 no attendon to them. He did pay no chap. x. 
attention to tliem; his march was pursued with ”” 
extraordinaiy celerity. He tbus avoided twenty 
diousand horse which h&d been sout from Poona to 
intercept him, and arrived with bis aimj in safety 
at Smat. Hfs reception by tho government of 
Bombay yvos honomable to a]l parties. He was 
requested to join in the dolihorations of the cotmcih 
and recommended l^r tho appoiutmout of comman- 
der-in-ebiof. 

Mr. llomby, the govomor of Bombay, was re¬ 
solved not to recognize tho convention concluded 
by the iield oomroitteo with the Mahmttas, nor to 
make the stipulated cossions of territory \ and as 
the Poona authorities had been di^nctly informed 
that the Gommitteo had not power to conclude any 
definitive treaty, tbero vms scarcely even tha appear¬ 
ance of injustice in Utis determination. The govem- 
ment of Bengal, on becoming api^rkcd of the trans¬ 
action, took the some view of tiie subject as did Mr. 

Uoruby. That gentleman was of opinion, tooreoTor, 
that the agreement with Scindia should be ratified, 
and in (his view also tho govonunent of Bengal coxn- 
oided. Tho conduct of Hastings—for to bhn tho 
chief merit is to be attributed—in relation to the 
gross errors conimitted by tbo govenanent of Bom¬ 
bay, was singnlarly moderate, dignified, and judidous. 

It was most fortunate that at the time he possessed 
the power, which he had sometimes wanted, of carry¬ 
ing his own views into effect. Hh language in refer¬ 
ence to tlie course which, imdor the circumstances, 
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CHAP. X it bellOYed the govcniment of Bci^al to pursue, do- 
servos to bo quoted—it dcseivcs to be remembered 
upon aJ] similar ocoadoiiB, if ehnilar oocosions should 
©Tcr occur. *• WhftbeTor our Tosoiutioiis ” said tho 
govomor^goncni, “ I hope tlio board will see wltb 
1)10 tbo jauprioty of convoying them in such a form 
and tonipcr as may give oucouragemont and confl* 
dunce to tUc presidency of Bombay, instead of add¬ 
ing to tbcdr dopree^on. They aro tlio Immodiato 
guanlions of ibe Company’s pttqiorty on that side of 
Indian and it is by tbeir agency that we most do* 
fend and nupport tho general rights of the Com¬ 
pany and the honour of tho British nation, unhap¬ 
pily involved, as they appear to be, in the conse- 
qucnocs of their }>ast miscarriagoe* In an emei*- 
geooy so critical and important, we bnvo, as 1 con- 
oeiro, but tliis altornaUTc—either to transfer tliu 
power (if wo can do it) into fitter lioncls, or to ren¬ 
der it as complete and ofBeacions as It can bo made 
in tlieiis. To marV our want of confidenoo in them 
by any public act would weaken tUoirs in us; to load 
them with harsh ond ujioperating rcproaclies would 
indispose them to our authority, at tho same time that ' 
it would absolro thorn from its effeet ; and to bind 
their deliberations by absolute snd unconditional 
orders might evontually disablo them from avuling 
themselves of any fortuitous advantages which the 
oonfosioD of the Mahratta government is more likely 
to olfei* them than any plan which we could pre- 
soribe to them, or which they could fonn on tlio 
letter of our instruotlous. In a word, such a con- 
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dnctf by inflaming the paeaiozLs of men whom vo cbaf. x. 
aie not to rcgaid as exempt {rom the common in-*. 

&mities of humanity, would prove the surest means 
of oonTerting the powera which were still left ia 
their hands into tiie instTuments of opposition, mx<l 
evon of the defeat of the very moasures which re- 
(pure thoir agency, and cannot bo accomplished 
without it; lot os rather ozeito thorn to exert them- 
selves for the lotrieval of their post misfortunes, 
and arm them with moans adequate to that cod—> 
restricting thoir powers when tho object is detor- 
miuAto, and permitting a more liberal eztonMon of 
them in eases which are too variable and nnoertain 
for positive ixyunctions. Their admission of Colonol 
Goddard to a deliberative seat at their board, and 
the request which they have made to us to allow of 
his being appointed to tlie chief command, if it 
should be vacant, of their military establishment, 
which would give him an effecUve voice on the Bolect 
committee, present to ns an occasion of thoir 
adopting the principle which I have recommended, 
with tho moat ample cantlonfor tho safe applicatioo 
* of it”* These remarks reflect honour on Hastbgs’s 
judgment, and being made while under the induence 
of the bitter disappointment created by the defeat 
of objects for which he was more than nsnally anz* 
ions, and with which his reputation was deeply in¬ 
volved, they exhibit a degree of good feeling of 
which he did not always afford an example; they 

* Minute of Govcmor>geiifiraI, Beogtl Secret Gonsultatioiu, 

24th May. 1779. 
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CKA?. X. posscsB one of tho most striking marks of practical 
, wisdom; called fortli by a particular occasion they are 
capable of goneral application wherever droum* 
stances exist, even remotely resembling those under 
whlclx they were doUvered. 

The conddoDce expressed by the governor-general 
in the govemnient of Bombay, and the fbrbeonuico 
which he had oxtendod to tlicir errors, wore not 
without effect in producing corresx^ondeut feelings on 
their port. There were eevorol points couiected 
with the mission of Colonel Goddard which were 
ofibumve to them; but though they remonstrated 
agiunst thorn, their feeliuga on these subjeote neither 
dimlniBhed their respect for the distinguished com¬ 
mander of tho Bengal detachment, nor doprivod him 
of their cordial co-operation. 

Colonel Goddard was entrusted by tlio govom- 
ment of Bengal, in addition to his military powers, 
with authority to negotiate a treaty with the Mali- 
ratta state on the basis of the treaty of Poorunderi 
the name hy which the treaty conoluded by Colonel 
Upton was distingiushed. Ho entered on his task, 
and several months were consumed in negotiations * 
ending in nothing. Rngonath How, in the mean 
time, hod escaped from Sclndio, with whom he had 
taken refuge, and was reoeived, though with little 
cordiality, by the English commander. 

A.D. i?so. the beginning of tho year 1^80, General God¬ 
dard * put his oimy In motion. After some minor 

* Htt bad b«eo ntued to the Jtr&k of hrigodier-genocel bj the 
Beogfi] goveromont. The govenioeDt of Bombe^, while idmtt- 
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euooees^ Ahmedabad vaa taken b; assault. Tbia cga?. x. 
^as 5>llow6d by mtelligeuce that Soindia and Hoi* 
kar Tvere appioaohiug with a large aikd hostile force. 

General Goddard advanced to give them battle, but 
their retirement defeated his Intention. Soindj% It 
appeared) professed friendly viewa to^vards the En* * 
gliab, and in proof of his smearity, he set at liberty 
the two gentlemen who had been left as hostages 
for the performance of the agreement with Mm. 

This act of generosity was succeeded by the dis¬ 
patch of a vakeel from Scindia with assurances of 
friendsliip. General Goddard professed the like 
feelings on the part of the English, and some at¬ 
tempts to negotiate ensued; the object of Soindia at 
that time being to secure to himself the chief power 
in the Mabratta state. General Goddard thought 
these overtiues evasive, and he treated tlicm accord¬ 
ingly. The negotiation, which it was the wish of 
Scindia to protract, was, by the decision of General 
Goddard, soon brought to on end, and it was fol¬ 
lowed by an attack upon Sdndia's comp. The at¬ 
tack was successful, and the enemy reared, bat im¬ 
mediately returned and took up the same position as 
before. 

In another quarter the arms of the British govern¬ 
ment were directed against the Mahrattas with sig¬ 
nal success. An alliance hod been formed with the 
Hone of Gohud, a district in the province of Agra. 

The Bana, being attacked by the Jdahiattas, do¬ 
ting the merits of Oenerel Qoddard* objected to the nnk bdng 
beatowed on him acept through them. 
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CLTAP. X. aid from bis Driti^lt aJlj, and a bod/ ol* 

tTooj»s> under Ca[jtain Popbau^ 'vvliicU bad boon :n- 
teodod to reinforce tbo army of General Goddard, 
'Was assi^od for tbo required sorvice. Tbo labours of 
tlio troops ]daccd at tbo disposal of tbo Roua were not 
* ootiduod to tbo defonco of that prince's torritory. 
Captabi Popbam cutorod some of tbo AfaJirattas 
djstiiotS} aud Tontuiod u^^on uiiddrtakjugs wlddi tbo 
ooimusnder-iurcbie^ Sir Eyre Cooto* reg^aided ns 
altogetbei^ diapropordouod to tbo su&ngtb ^of his 
feroo. I The first of tUoso ’wae .aniattadc upoftl/^har, 
a fbrUfiod ]>1^, about fifty milas p^estof Calpoe. 
Tbo place was strougcr than liad been anticipated, 
but Captain ropbaiUi having summoned it to sur'* 
render, would not witlidraw witliout an effort to 
gmn posscaslou of it, although bo was unprovided 
with the roquUite moans of conducting a siege. 
Tho guns ware too light to have much ofibet^ but 
a very imperfect breach ba'ving been znado,. it vras 
rosulvod to stoim. Both the leading officers/ Xtlesir*.. 
tontmt Logan end Comet Qavdenor, fidU before Uidy 
arrived at the top of the broach; 'btrt their plaoo 
\7tni worthily supplied by Mr. Odell, a volunteer, 
who inoonted fclio wtiIIb, followed most gallantly by 
tho rest of the party. Tboy woro exposed to a 
mmdorous fire; but, notwithstanding, aucccodod lu 
driving tbo enemy before thorn. Dreadful slaughter 
ongued on both sides. Tlio enemy defended them¬ 
selves with deapemtion; and it was not until tiro 
garrison, ^hieh had consisted of five hundrodmen, 
\vns Kiduccd to their killadur aud a more bandfiil of 
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UiR depe&denta, that quarter vas demanded! Tbo tri- 
umpU of tho £ngliBU w&3 brilliant ; but it vaa pur- 
cliBsod wltli tho loss of a bucdreil and tw^nt^-fiTe 
of the braTo men to whoso gallantly it ottri* 
Initftblo. 

A sUU more splendid poiKo was soon to roward' 
l3io oatorprising spirit of Captain Popham. Gwaliov 
had been regarded by the native military anthoritios 
as impreguEdile. Such a boUof baa existed witli regard 
to so many places which have afterwards yielded to 
European skiJI, that little regard is due to Indian 
opinions of impregnability. Gwalior, notwitbstaod* 
ing, was a plade of coodderablo strength, and it 
was so situated as to render it both diffiouJt and 
dangerous to make the observations necessary pro* 
vioudy to nndertaldDg an attack. Captain Popbam 
did not proceed hastily or rashly. Ho devoted con¬ 
siderable time to tho pnrpose of ascortaining the 
woak points of the fortress. It was bnilt upon 
an oxccoding high rock—was sculped nearly round, 
and was gaxnsoned by a thousand men. The part 
selected for attack was snfiioiently formidable. Tho 
scarp was about sixteen feet high; from thonoe to the 
wall was a steep ascent of about forty yards, and tho 
wall which was to be escalododwas about thirty feet 
high. Having made choice of his point, Captain Pop- 
ham determined upon an attempt which to himself 
appeared not unlikely to end in defeat; but ** tho 
object,*’ said be, “ was glorious,’’ and be took all tlie 
precautions in his power to frustrato tho disastmns 
consequences of a ropulse, should such be the fato 
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%. that awtutdd him* At midikight> on tho Srd of 
A.prr;so. August, ladders and oil other ausliaries fbr 
scoliog being prepared, tbe party for the attack vas 
formed. Two companiee of grenadiers and light 
infantry led the van; Captain Popham followed vlth 
twenty Enropoans and •two battalions of sepoys. 
A battalion, two guns, and tUo cavalry woro or* 
dered to march at two o'clock to covor the retreat 
of the English party, in case of preznatnro dis¬ 
covery, or, in the event of sugoobs, to prevent the 
garrison from escaping. At break of day the van 
arrived at the foot of tlie scarped rock. The ^ios 
ascended by wooden ladders, and, having made foet 
ladders of ropes, the troops followed. Some re¬ 
sistance was offered, but the gaiTiscu woro intimi¬ 
dated hy the unoxjioctod atiock, and tlie assailants, 
with little trouble and small loss, wore soon masters 
of the boasted stronghold of Gwalior. Tho arrange- 
monts made ibr intero^ting the garrison, in case of 
their attempting flight, were loss successful than 
those which bad led to tho capture of the fortress, 
for the greater part of them succeeded in effecting 
their escape. Captain Popham was rewarded for 
his gallant services, by being promoted to the rank 
of Major. 

Before tlie fall of Gwalior, Hyder AU had in¬ 
vaded the Carnatic with a force one hundred 
thousand strong. This incapacitated the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal from rendering any assistance to 
that of Bombay. The latter had, consequently, to 
depend oh its own efforts, and with veay limited 
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me^ thd var with the Mahr&tias in that quarter 
ooatisued to be earned o& with eoriaiderable vigour. 
General Qoddard marchod in October to attack 
Bassoin. and arrived before it hy the middle of 
Tombor. Finding the place very 6trong> end de- 
fofidod by n uumorous garrieon, he determined to 
cany on bis operations 'mth regularity and precau¬ 
tion. On the coomiDg of the 2Sth of November, 
be had completed a battery of six gnns and six 
mortan within nine hundred yards of the place, 
and, under cover of their fire, caniod on hia ap^ 
proaches to a spot where be erected a grand battery 
of nine 24«|>ouadeTe, whit^ was opened on the 9th 
of December within five hasdred yarda of the wall. 
Besides tbeee, he had a battery of twenty mortars of 
various sl^ee, which opened upon one of the fianks of 
^e parapet.* These preparations were formidable, 
and they were used with ancU ef^ct, that on the day 
after the opening of tbo grand battery an offbr of 
surrender was mado. Somo difficulty m the ar¬ 
rangements occurred, and the filing recommenced; 
bat, on tlio 11th, the place surrendered at discre¬ 
tion. 

The operations of the besiegers were covored by 
a force undai* the command of Colonel Bartley. 
The Mahrattaa hod hoped to be able to throw buo- 
cours into Bassein, but finding their attempts abor¬ 
tive, they BOQght vengeance in the destruction of 
Colonel Hartley’s army. They attacked him with a 
fierce of ibont twenty thousand horse and foot, but 
were unable to gain any advantage over him. This 
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CB/kP. X. &rmy bad bdeocngq^d for nodxly ajx weeka m nimost 
”” daily skirmisbes. It had fluffei'od aeYorely from 
BickjiGsa as ‘woll as from otUor causes, and if military 
renown eoold be apportioood precisely to merit, 
tbo army imdor Colonel Tlartloy would oi^oy a 
Yory largo share. In lofbronoo to tUia subject Cap¬ 
tain Duff makes fclxo following: romnrk: *‘Tho fact 
is, that mUitary eorvico in India alwtiys to 

haYo boon commended rather iu pioTvoition to 
the result, than to the duty potfonno<l; and tliis 
trying aud well-fought eampaign is searoely kuowi) 
eyen to the gallant army by whom it was main¬ 
tained.’'* Ct^tain Duff’s remark ought to have h&d 
a much wider operation. Tho asseition tliat mili¬ 
tary lal^urs are aj^pi'cciated aconrriijig to their biil- 
Uancy or apparent offocl, ratlicr than witli I'rgard to 
their roal importanoe, is true, not merely of the sor- 
Tice in India—it is applicable to all military sorvleo 
wbereyer perfbrmedi Men are naturally struok with 
that which is distinguished cither by splendour.in 
achieTcmont or by obTious importanoe iu its result?* 
The soldier who perishes of disease in a tronoh 
may deserye admiration not leas than he who Ihlls 
in the breach; but the prominence which oiremn- 
stance gives to one is withheld from the othor. 
As as popular opinion is concerned the ovil is 
irremediable; but those who liave tbo respousibility 
of distributing tUo rewords of militaiy merit, whe¬ 
ther those rewards be honomy or pecuniaiy, should 
not suffer their judgment to bo so lar infloonced by 
* Hheory Of tbo MshnUtM, vol. iu pogo 429. 
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thd magic briglitness of ono de^oiiption of TuilitAry ckab. ' x . 
aerrico, ris to render tlicm iiuoDaible to the cloima 
of another equally well entitled to pralsoand reward. 

Tliougli tliQ eoldior may have boon necessarily denied 
tlio oi>portunity of winning the admiration of tho 
oiowcl, lie ab<»Dld always ilud in his superion the 
jndgmonC to disooni his morita, and the justice to 
reward thorn. 

The operations of tho British ams on tlio west- 
em sldo of India hod for smno time been cminontly 
successful; but the govomor-gcnoral was noTorthe* 
less most nrucinus for peace. This feeling was not 
unroosonable. In the Carnatic the war liod been 
unshi(fully conducted; gi'cat disasters had boon eus« 
talned, and tlio utmost dospondoncy provnilod at 
Madias. Tlie government of BejigrO» too, naturally 
contemplated with alaim the extent of the confodc- 
raoy with which tliey had to contend. Hydor Ali> 

Nlsam Allj and nearly all tlio Mahratta ]iowor8, wei'O 
either openly or secretly engaged against them. 

Hastings had (xqioctod to secure the Rsjoh of Borer 
os an ally; Init the rrjali’s IVloudehip cooled lu pro- 
portion as tlio success of the English declined, and 
it became obvious that be could not bo depended 
upon even for neutrality. Amidet oil these dlillcul* 
ties, Hostings liad to contend with that which had 
eo often pressed heavily on bis predecessors—the 
want of funds. He was at this time, too, more 
than usually annoyed and thwarted in council by 
violent—and probably with regard to one, nt least, 
of his coUeogucs, there would be no broach of cha- 

voL. n, 0 
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CHAP. X. lily in adding—cliBhonost oppoBltion. Sir Bjio 
Ooote was absent from Calcutta—^lion Resent) in¬ 
deed, hU temper does net appear to have been 
always aucU as woa calculated to smooth the trou¬ 
bled vraten upon vhicli lie was cost; hut hi& ah* 
8 OUC 0 loft llcsUnga without a flup])ortcr against the 
combiued attacks of I^jTuusm mu! Wliolor. Tlio go- 
yeruor-gcnoral liad token upon lilnisolf Uio responsi¬ 
bility of conduoUng the Malimtta ^Tar tn a suecess* 
ful iBSUo, but those who should Imvo aided wow 
anxious onl;y to embarrass him. The conduct of his 
coUoagues, the circumstances hy wUicb he was sun 
rounded, all couspned to moke him desirous of 
peace j and the wish of tlio Bengal government being 
comraauicated to Bombay, the government np that 
presidency weixs insti-uctcd to diKcontinuchostililios, 
on being duly api^risod that they were suspended on 
the jmvfc of the Pcishwo, but in tlic mean thno to pro¬ 
secute the woi* with vigour. Tlic latter part of these 
orders was scarcoly iulfilled. General Goddard 
marebed to throatou Pooua. Tho Bhoro Ghaut was 
gallantly attacked and easily coniod by Colonel Pai‘- 
kor, at tho hoad of an advanced party. The main 
body followed, and tho liead-quartotn of Gcucml God¬ 
dard >vcu‘e established at tho foot of tho Glmuta. But 
this domonstiation fiulcd ui producing tho effect an¬ 
ticipated, and no attempt was mode to push on to 
Poona. The minister of tlxc Polshwa amused Ge¬ 
neral Goddard for a time with jU'ctcnded negotia¬ 
tions, and theso being brokon off, tho genera), whose 
army had been greatly hamssed, propoi'cd for re- 
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treat. This \?aa eSbcto4 with coniidarahk difficulty, cuap. x 
aod with great loss of Tnon, stores, and equipmeJits. 

In the conflicts whicli took placo the British troops 
lost nothing of honour, but the qiirits of tho Mali- 
rattad woi'o gi'eatly elemtod hj tho success which 
they had gainod. 

Wliilo these oveats were in progress, the Bri¬ 
tish gorenunent had hcen cndoaTouriog to strike 
an important blow at the power of Sdndia, who 
had tho reputation of being the chief fomouter of 
the war. A dotacluncut euder Colonel Camac had 
boeu dispatched, with tho piimary object of i&- 
intbroing General Goddard; but its march was 
suleequently countennonded, and the force under 
Major Fopham being incorporated with it, the 
whole was undor the commnnd of Colo- 

no] Camack The instructions to that officer em¬ 
powered him, if he thought it practicahlo and 
exjtcdiont, to cai*ry tho war into tUo teiiitories of 
Scindia and Holkar. To this, Praucis and Wheler 
ol^ccted. The gOTemoi'-gcncrnl alleged that lio 
could perceive no objection to tho proposal, except 
on the ground of expense, and to obviate this, he 
offered to fumi^ the roquiaito amount from his own 
resources. His opponents, however, still resisted, 
and it was this subject of dispute which gave rise to 
t)ie duel betwoon tho goveiiior^goneral and Francis. 

Tho pioposed instructions to Colonel Camac were 
variously modified, in the course of the discus¬ 
sions which took place; but finally, Hastiugs, by 
tho accidental, or professedly accidental, abseiico of 
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cuAP. X. Francis, was onftblcd to carry his ]^oint.* His 
vicva were afterwards'confirmed by the judgment of 
the coimnam1cr*in'<hiof. But the expedition was 
Boon jnvulvod in great dlffioulti^. Colonel Camso 
had ]^Minotratod into Kalwa, in expectation of 
fuico jVom some noighbouriug r^gulis, of which ho 
was disappointed. Wliilo oncaiiiped at Sesrougo, 
Sandia'e army approached with a hugo train of 
artllloiy. The English army at tliia time began it) 
he in want of provisions, and the country bdng laid 
waste by the enemy, there was so prospect of proour* 
ing a supply. In tliis situation the English comp was 
cannonaded during some days, vAicn Colonel Comao 
determined to I’otreat. Ho effeoted Ins ])ur\>ose in 

* Th« odTocato^nerali Sir John Day^ wlio oppeoTB on ocfcrnl 
occasions to liovc laboured strcnoously to midxitain peace between 
Hosting tnd FrancU, eserdsed Lis good offices on tliU. Uos* 
tings, in a letter to Mr. Sulivsn, after giriag an account ci the 
mterpoiution of Sir JaLn Day, declsrcs cLU Che latter ^vas tho 
bosrer of s moasage from hhn to Kreode. iniutiog on the espodi* 
tion to which Pranch otgooteff. end reproanhiog him with ea 
alleged breach of agroODcnt between theca. Mr. Fracois,” 
says HaaUnga, " defended himself for a little while, but st last 
eaid. that be should be obbged to ebsont himself for locae time 
fbr the recorery of Ida health (bdag st that time adzed with on 
opidenuc forerj. but disc Z oughe SToil mysdf of the interval to 
pro|)06e and <i$rry what resoluUoos I pleased by my casting veto: 
oUtiiac he wantedwoacot to be concerned in acts to which lie could 
sot coniistenlly ■ssent/'''-0leig'8 Memoirs of HosdngB, vol, H. p. 
SOS. Isa sobse^uent part of tills letter, Hastisgeeziireesee a suS' 
jnoion that Fnacle's abeonce wee not caueed so much by waat of 
health os by aw^sh for ooincerview with Sir Eyre Cootc at some 
distsikce fraoL CalctxRs, which liowerer, it appears, did sot tulte 
place, If the statementa in this letter be sot a tiaue of gross 
filsahoods, the conduct of Francis was such, that to oharacterke it 
as dishonourable would bo to uao an indulgent form of expression. 
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a soldier-likd maimer; but having boon for several craj. x. 
days bajoagod by the desultory annoyances of tbe 
enemy, be resolved to become tbe asaailaot, and at¬ 
tacking Sdndia’a camp, be gained a complete victory, 
conying oiF sovoral pieces of camion, with the greater 
)mrt of tbo cnomy’s storos, ammunition, and baggage. 

This defeat greatly abated the martial propensltlos 
of Sciudia, and be made oveituros of peace. After 
some months, a soparato treaty was eoncinded with 
him, and be at tbo s&mo timo undortook to interpose 
bis iuflucnco to promoto an amicable settlcinont 
of the dilToYeiicca betwoon tbo EngUsh and the 
utlicr belllgeTdnt power. Indeed, the English at this 
time evinced rather too great an anxiety for poaoe. 

AU the presidencies wore at onee pressing it; and 
General Goddard, who bad been entrusted with 
poweia to negotiate, was pursuing tbo same course. 

A treaty was ultimately concluded by Mr. David 
Andcraou, agont nf tho govcmor-genoral. As may 
be supposed, it was little faveurablo to tho Euglisb. 

AU tho conquests made ginco the treaty of Poornn- 
der were renounced, and oil tho blood and treasure 
expended in making them conscquoutly thrown 
away. But if the Mabrattas were indifl])osed to ac¬ 
quiesce in tbe conquests made by tlimrenemice, they 
at the same time evinced a laudable impailiabty 
by consenting to stipulate ibr surrendering tboso 
made by an ally. AU the conquests made by Hyder 
All iroLD tbe Nabob ot Areot, os well as fj'ojn tbe 
English,* were to be reetored. Both parties to tl^c 

* These eonquQita «Ui be detailed in & aobacquent chapter. 
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CHAP. x. atipulAtcd tbat tbo aDica of each alioold maitt. 

tain jxMLce ^7ith tlio olLcr; and Ibo EiigliaU wi*fc 
solocad fur tire loss of their couquesta bf tUo cxcla- 
sloD of all Europooii troderS) oxcept tliomflcl'^ auil 
tlic Poi'tuguCBC, fro\n forming cstablislizncute 
the Malimttu doiriinious. Sciudia, who wta surot)* 
for tbo duo perform onoo of tho troaC/ on botli siclosi 
os well as ono of tbo Pcisbwa’s nogotiatora^ was ro- 
wartlod for his mediation and bis gaaitmtoo by tlio 
confirmation of the cession of Binaoh to bhn. Som« 
delay took place at Poona, hot the treaty was finally 
ratified there as well as at Calcutta. 
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CIIAVTIiR XI. 

Bekosc paddug Lo die cvouts whidi mon iinmo- chap. xx. 
diatoly comioct the Miwlm prcaidcucy with tbo ^ 
tmieactiotis related iii tlio bi»i uUaptor, it'will lo 
QocosSflry to vevevc to eonio whicli ocourrod ii\ dio 
period tUat mtorvened betweoii the subjugation of 
Tanjoro tauX tlio iiTuptioa of Hydor AXi into the 
Caro&tlo. Tbo coi^ueat of Tonjoro* and tlio depo¬ 
sition of tie rt^ob bad been condemned by tlie 
Comt of Directors, and tlioir displeasure 'ms znaiii- 
festod by tlio removal of Mr. Wynch, tlio govonior 
under whom tlicso acts had taken xilaoo. His suc¬ 
cessor was LoihI Figot, 'wbo bod foimorly hold tbo 
oIBcc, and had thoiein acquired coasiderablo I'eputa- 
tion \ moio especially by bis conduct ’when Madras 
was besieged by the French under Ltdly.f His iu- 
siructions were to restore tbe rajah of Tanjore, un¬ 
der certain couditioDs '» nn aet extroruoly distasteful 
to Mahomet Ali, and wliicb ho opposed witli all 
the orgumeutativo power and rhetorical artiUce 
which he could siumnou to his aid. He resolutely 
asserted his own right to oontlnue in possession, vili- 
Jied the choraoter of tho r^ab, pathetioally ap- 


* 8c» page 90. 

t After bis rotum ho bad booi created au hhh peer. 
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CHAP. XI. pe&lod to the eeryicee Tyhich he hod rendered to the 
Company and to hu ovn decluuDjr fom, and urged 
the aeaoranoee of the King of Groat Britaiu, conreyed 
to him by Sir John Lindeay. Aa a }adt reeort, ho 
implored dolay, till he could bring his eeae once 
more bofore the Company in England, but In vain. 
The governor, resolved to carry out hin instructiousi 
proceeded to Tax^joro, mid issued a proclmnation on* 
nounclng tho rostoratlou of tlio rajalu 

At this Ume, a man momorablo, or rathor note* 
nous, in the liietory of the British ooimeotion wltli the 
Nabob of Ai’cot, first becamo conspicuous. The 
bob had hinted that if Uo 'wero dis}) 08 sossod of Tan- 
jore, his ability to discliaigo tho debts o’vvingby liiru 
to British subjects would be aoriously uilbctwl. Im* 
mediately after tho proclamation of tho r^ah, a 
civil servant of ihQ Company, xmmud Paul Bon- 
field, intimated tliat be held assignments on the 
rovenues of Tai^jore for sums of vast amount, lent 
by him to the Nabob of Areot, and other assign¬ 
ments on tho growing ctoi« for largo sums lent to 
individuals. These allegations wore more than sus¬ 
picious. It was not to bo supposed that Bonficld 
brought with him to India any wealth, and he had 
tliore ciyoyed no opportunity of honestly amassing 
any. The scantiness of his means hod not heen 
assisted 1^ parsimony, for the habits of Bonilcld 
wore e^ensivc and ostentatious, beyond tboso of 
most men at the presidency. Tho govomor pro¬ 
perly demanded some evidence that the claims were 
just^ but none was ofiered tliat could satisfy anyone 
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who W8« not proTiousI^r prepared to be satisfied, chap. u. 
A majority of the members of the goTemment deter- ^ 

mined ngamet the claims, on the ground that those 
against individuals wero not sufficiently made ont> and 
that the cialm against the Nabob could not be enter¬ 
tained. The moans by which Mr. Benfield succeeded 
in shahing tho opinion of some of the persons consti¬ 
tuting the m^ority cannot ho told; but to whntover 
cauao it may be attributed, a change took place—die 
SDbjoct was reconsidered, and the board, wldch had 
just resolved against the claims, leversed thoir own 
dodslon, by determining that the ciop sown during 
tho Nabob’s possession was his property—a proposi¬ 
tion not deficient in plausibility, more especially as 
the govemmont of Madias had recognized hie right 
by assisting him to toko possession of Tanjoro; but 
it was followed by another, more startling and much 
more to Mr. Benficld’s purpose, namely, that the 
alleged assigumonts of tho Nabob to that poison 
gave to hie donmnds the character of public claims. 

Tlio govonior had strenuously opposed these conclu¬ 
sions, but bis opinion was disregarded, and even hie 
customary and recognised claim to precedence in the 
conduct of the pnbUc business denied and invaded. 

This struggle was succeeded by another. A Bri¬ 
tish resident was to he appointed for Tonjore. Lord 
Figot proposed Mr. Russel, a civil servant » the 
nugority of the board supported Colonel Stnart, 
who held the second military command at Madras, 
and who was destined by the Kime psrty for the 
appointment of commandant at Taujore. The ques- 
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CHAP. xi. tion vus ^olontly debated at bovml mcctiuge, the 
governor rcfaaod the fiimiatity of hie Bignatnro to the 
papers neccssoi'y to carry into ofToct tire will of hU 
oppoaeuts» aud at length tho latter detominecl to 
act without it. Tho govomor was cnjually btsiit upon 
mrdntaluiiig his own rights, luul upon two ujexnhoi'e 
of tho bottl'd dlbciug their sigiuvlui'cs to a paper 
to which his bad bocu rofusud, ho chai;fiu<l Lhciu witli 
acting in a mounor subversive of tlic uulluirity of 
tho govonunent. This chargo was fonnally ma<lo, aud 
AS it was irregular for zuombora of the govomment, 
against whom a chargo was pending, to doliborato 
or veto on questions ailaing out of such charge, tho 
governor was able, by his costiug vote, to pass a 
loaolutxon, suspendiug the accused parties, Messrs. 
Brooke and Stratton. This gavo rho to proceed** 
iugs not dissimilar to those which shortly afterwards 
toolc piaco in Besgd. Tho peraons consUtuting Oio 
former majority seceded, and baying forwarded a 
protest against the* conduct of Loi'd Plgot, assumed 
to themselvos the lights of the government, and 
claimed tbo obedience due to a lawhil authority. 
This was followed by the governor and his fiionds 
declaring all the rei^tory members of tlio board 
suspended, and ordering Sir llobert Fletcher, tho 
commandoi'-in-chief * into anest, for tho puipose of 
being brought to trial by a oourt-mortial. 

The adverse party followed tho example of their 

* ThU WMt fntuuM of officers had ogam attained the obicf 
cominaDd, notvidutandiog hu scandalous coodiiek in Bcsgal. 
and his iosubordioutioR at Madras. 
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oldof >vlth no slow nor indecisiTe stops. They deter- 
mined to mrest his poraon, and on the 24th of 
Aa^t, 177G> the governor of Madi'as becuno the 
prisoner of certain momhei’s of his o^ connoil. 
He apponlcd to Sir Bdword Hughes, tJio admiral 
commanding tlio squadion in tho Hoads, for pro¬ 
tection, and the admiral demanded that safe couduot 
to tbo ships should be given him. Tho ruling body 
mquUod whother Sir Edward Hughes \vonId bo 
losponsiblo for Lord Plgot if the request were com¬ 
plied with. Tho admiiol nnsweiod that ho tendered 
tho I'oquisition in tho King's name, and would make 
no torma. The acting council replied tliat they Lad 
no proof that the Crown empowered its oScem to 
require the removnl of any servant of the Company, 
In suoh a sicuation as that of Lord Plgot, from under 
the authority of the Company’s govorament; and 
tho admiral r^oined that the ease was unexampled, 
that he had done his duty in making tho requiation, 
Aud must leave tliose who had vesisted it to meet 
the conaequonces. One of these consequeneeB was 
lamentable; the constitution of Lord Plgot, im¬ 
paired by age and on Indian climate, sunk under the 
irritation to which he hod been exposed and the 
restraint to which ho was subjected, and be died, 
tho piiaouer of thc«e over whom he had been ap¬ 
pointed to preside. 

In the proceedings which led to this Tnolonoholy 
result, it is impossible not to sec that there was 
great cause for blamo on both sides. Tho mryority 
of tho hoard having the righi of <letGfmiumg uU 
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qucfiUoiiB oomiDg beforo thorn, azid the govomor hay¬ 
ing then DO legal power to act witliout liie ooimcil> 
Lord Pigot'fi refueol to attach his signaturo to acta 
lawMIy done cannot ho juetified. In a oaeo of 
great and imnunent dangor, atato ncocaeity might 
haye hoesn enecoasfully pleaded to exctiao tbo Irregti- 
larity; hut licro tlioro ^n^3 iio grnimd for such n pica. 
Corruption might, indeed), liaTc hccit lot Ioono n]ion 
Taujoro; but tbo oyil, though great, would jiot linvo 
boon paat roznody. Xho eubsoquonC siiNpuiuiiou of 
aomo mombere of council woa an cxtraordinaiy act 
of power, fbr which no sufficient cxcubo can bo 
aJlogcd, mid Lord Pigot ap}>eara to liavo forgotton 
that the iri'ogularitics of his opponents lind bcon 
proyokod and countenanced by hia own. The de¬ 
sign of bringing tlip cornznaudci‘-in*chicf to & court- 
moi tial is inoxpUcablo; for, howeyor ofTbiisivu his 
conduct might hayo been to the gOTOmor, it docs 
not fioem that he had committed any TniUtary of¬ 
fence. Thus far Lord Pigot must bo admittod to liayo 
acted with imprudouco; but his eiTors almost disap¬ 
pear bofom tbo outmgoons excesses of bis onomios: if 
ho could not luosonobly helieyo that any OTorwholm- 
ing nocdsaity colled for violent mcasmus, still loss 
could they. It follows, thorofore, that in resisting, 
aiTOsting, and imprisoning one who dorived his au¬ 
thority fo pi'csido over their dcliborations fiom the 
same power which had given them the right to take 
part in them, they causelessly violated a plain prin¬ 
ciple of duty, and risked the poaco and security of an 
iinpoitont settlement the sake of gratifying their 
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own pofiabofi. If tho beliof th&t such acta m&y ctup. xi. 
kwAill;^ bo i>erpetm(od wore to be general, no 
govemmont could subeist. Tbo governor oC Macing 
bad not jilocod bie refractory colleagues in any 
clxoi^raetimcce of eulToring or of danger ; bo bad not 
aouioncod thorn to doAth, impriaonod thoir poraous, 
or couflficatod thoir piopoity: bo bad auaponded 
tbo oxorciao of tboir fduotinna oa nicmbors of the 
govomment; and Cliougb tide woa not a IfgUt penalty, 
it w&£ one wbicli, if tlioir conduot would bear ex- 
aminailon, tlioy might hope to bo robeved fiorn on 
appeal. 

The quoatioQ, whothor ono poi'soii or anotbor 
Bhould be roaident at Tai^ore, appears a point of 
diflbrence eo utterly dieproportioned to the eonae' 
qnenoea that flowed from the diocuBsion, that carl- 
osity is stimulated to inquire whotker tUoro wore 
not eomo unavowod motlvoA which lent importance 
to a dispute of a vory ordinary oboraotOTi It has 
boon soon that tboro woro cortain domaiidsupon the 
Nabob of Arcot counooted with his possesaion of 
TA^joro. How many poraons woro intawsted diiijctly 
or indii'ootly in the success of these demands, it ia 
not easy to determine: but many besides Mr. Paul 
Benfidld hoped to profit by tbo recognition of the right 
of the Nabob to the growing crop. Lord Pigot wea 
opposed to the olaim, and Che candidate whom bo 
supported could not be expected to promote the 
interoBta of the Nabob's aJloged eroditors so seal- 
ouajy as the nominee of the rival party in council. 

That party had lent itself to the m^tenance of a 
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caA.p, XI. demand^ improbable in itself and unsupported by 
proof. They wished, tbereforo, that the enforco- 
mout of that domaiid should toko plaoo under eyes 
not disposed to scrutinize. There is little reason 
to doubt that tho claim was based in fraud, and 
most fitly was it sustained by acts of illegal vio¬ 
lence. 

It has boon stated that Lord PIgob was ofTorwl 
au enormous bribe to defer, for a shnit tjjnr, the* 
I'cstoratio]) of tlie P^sh of Tanjoio, wlucb be re¬ 
fused. On tiio other hand, his prompt and seal* 
ous fulfilmont of his instructions has bcou attributed 
to the influence of expectations from tho jnjab, 
similar in character to thopo which flomo of tlie op¬ 
posite party dioiisbod witli roforonco to the Nabob 
of Arcoc. This, howover, Ims only boon assorted, 
not proved, and the ooodnet of Lord Pigot does not 
require the assumption of discreditable motivos to 
explain it. There is nothing so remarkable in n 
public ofHoer doing tliat which be is oborgod bo do as 
to moke it a matter of surprise. Lord Pigot came to 
India with orders to restore the rr^ah: he was himself 
the author of the arinngemont with that prinoe 
wliich had boon set aside by the countenance of¬ 
fered to the designs of Mahomet Ali, and liis feel¬ 
ings were consequently on the side of his duly. It is 
pofisiblo, too, tliat he might actually feel indignation 
at tho conduct of tlie real or pi'etoucled croditors of 
tho Nabob, and lie desirous, on public gronads, of 
offectually frustiuting their doftigns. The charge 
agwnst him originatod witli his onomios, wljo wovo 
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tboinaelTPB labouriog under neendatioiifi equally cbap. ax 
heavy aud for better sustained. 

It being Tccollected th&t the govemmont of 
Bengal now posacasod a controlling authority over 
tlio otlicr proai<lcucjo8. aii autliority which it vaa not 
indisposed to oxort, it will uatorally he asked how. 
in the ease of tho rovolationary proceedings at 
Madras—for such they tlmt power waa exor- 

eisad t The answer must bo, that it was not cxer- 
ciaod at alh the Sopromd Ooveimnent remained 
inactive, whilo cno of those subordinate to it was 
falling into anaichy. If ever theie was a time when 
the superintending authority of Bengal should have 
been called into ^tion, it was this. Gonoral Claver¬ 
ing and hie party might be disposed, it may be 
^onght, to sympathiao with tho roaicontente at 
Madras, whose conduct bore so strong a Ycscmblance 
to thoir own; bat Hastings could have no such feel¬ 
ing, and whom, it must bo askod, 'was his wonted 
energy, at a time when it was so much required ? 

Did be piopoao interposition, and was he foiled hy 
the pervorsencss of his colleaguost Not so—he and 
they wove unanimous in dcclunng to intorfeve, and 
his inenda claim for him the ci^cdit or the shame of 
having givon tho tone which, on this occasion, pre¬ 
vailed in tho council of Bengal.* Hastings had 

* " Mr. Hacdnge eceordingl^ oeqaiescedhimfelf. ud pertkoM 
his eoUuffvst to acquiesce n ths aw 
Memoirs of Hasdn^. voL ii. page 106. Tlie sew irrangeneQU 
spokes of ore those at Madras, consapieot on the violence 
offered to Lord Pigot. In t letter to lus friend QnUinoi about this 
tame. Hastings says, " On ihc affairs of Mnilru wa arc aU of one 
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oiLLP. XI. alwAjs nuiaiained Lis oim rights as goTon^or* 
““ gfizicral ‘With unyielding portinaoity; why was h© w 
blind or so cold to th4 lights of tho governor of 
Madras? Though with more of iBodoration tiian 
somo of bis coUoaguoS) ho Lad been quite ready 6o 
intorforo to rcetndu the lawful govoma^ent of Bom¬ 
bay ; how came tho unlawful govornmont of Madras 
to Und such Ihvour in Iiis oyos? If hi? [>]‘©vinus 
conduct convicts him of lucozudstoncy, LiHsulNK*c)n(»nt 
acts ahunilauUy support and justify the judgment. 
Ho eudoavourod to expel from the oouncit of BcJi- 
gal certain membora, on tho ground of tlioir having 
usujpod powers which did not belong to them, and 
Loi'd lE^got did no moro; indeed, lio did not attempt 
BO much, for ho only suspended his diBobodlcnt 
councillors, while Hostings declared that liis oppo¬ 
nents had absolutely fbrfeited their right to ait in 
council. It has been soon that Haatuige had not 
hedtated to'join in controlling the govonmetit of 
Bombay t it will hereafter appear that he suspended' 
the governor of that veiy presidency, Madras, 
which he now deolined to interfore, thought robet- 
lion hold evny over it. Into tho motives of this 

nuDd—thank Ood.*'—See Olcig's Memoire, toI. u. pi^ 118. 
Rutmgs thanked God that no attempt would be made to tcliffvo 
the govoMor o( Madras from impruonxncnt, or to restore him to 
bh rigbte—Chat the uxorpen of Che powers of Cho gorenmeot 
would ooBtinue Co execclse their iUegel outhonCy tiodiscurbcd, aod 
that the ^honest ereditora of Mahomet Ah would, for a time at 
least, rest In peace. Such is the meaning of the pious ejaculation 
uttered by tho goreTSor.geocfal, without doubt in all Uic sui> 
eericy of true devotion, 
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teadsTQ««B ic vera ndn to inqntrei. It would be cBiS, n: 
difficult to usigu one that could oonfer bouour ou 
Aod bis forbea^fflico but i^ibee an ftddt> 
tlonal ps>oof that ho wai without Any fbeod cr^detOlv 
miDat9 pri&dipleA of aotloa-^that bo bad itt> rofo b^ 
ozp6diBn(7''^d tbel erou his exfo^ieiLe^ wte not 
of that ed&^ad atkl loftf oboruoter which regard 
iodiMOt and romoto ocmsequcoced as well as inuno- 
diatd coaTOUioiLCo^tliat it was of that bind which 
lookanotbo^oud the moment, and defies tho scnples 
of a ib]>8eeiQg^ prudence not lees than tho nrlea of 
abat^t nghf'* 

At borne the proceedlugs at Madras exdted a 
stKAg R»ntlon< and gave rise to much djsousalcm.' 

The Court ofldrectozs eppeat to barre been grektl; 
dit«tded. OaihoSethofMaiob, l7?7. the Subject a.d.iw. 
WAS breu^t forward in a general court, when it was 
moved, " that it be recommended tc the Court of 
Dlroetors to take such measures .as shall appear to 
them most eSbctual for restoring Lord Figot to die 
full oxerdso of the powers vested in him the 
commission from the Company, as goTcmor and 
president of the settlement of Madras, and for in* 
quiring into the conduct of the principal actors tti 
Impiitoning bis lordship, and dispossesnng h^ 
the mrciso of the legal powers where^^h^ was 
invested.” A ballot was \demanded, which took 
pUco on the Slat, when, the morion was cMried by 
882 votes against 140. In the Court of Directors, 
the feeling in fkvour of the deposed governor was 
muob less strong. It was proposed to send out to 

VOL. n. n 
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XI. Modm & eototoiadoa of taqiili^ and Buperrlrion; 
Vut a motion to that eSbot, made on tbo 8th of 
A. n. 1797. April, wu lost. On tiio it im movod to 
TeBtore Lord Fl^t and tiia manhora of connoll 
Tfho had adhorad to him-«--to peas a cenFure on 
tho mombors ^Tho had anumod, without author 
rit^, the entire powers of tho govenimonh and to 
suspend them the Compands service *: 1>iii wiDi iho 
view of conciliating iho opposite port^. it wnn pro* 
posed to quality these acts by placing tho restored 
mombets of council at the subordinate soitlomouts, 
and hj declaring that tho governor’s prccoedlngs 
appeared to have been, in several Jnsteucos, repro* 
* henaible. A senes of resolutions, embodyiug those 
points, was put to the vote, and tho nuznbois on 
eaoh side were equal. In conformity with the rulo 
which then, prevailed, tiie queetiou was refbrred to 
the de<d^OD. of the lotp azld by ihat prooeia was car* 
ried iu the the ^AtiouwaSiiot 

set at rest. Thd annual nAxabje in the Couih •of 
Directors took place, and art the first court aftsrtifftt 
event, the churman, Mr. Womb well, intiaukted hl^ 
iuteutios of suhmittmg a series of resolutions on 
the recent oventa at Madras. At a subsequent 
court he moved, and the court resolved, that the 
powe^ claimed for and assumed by Lord Pigot were 

* Tlid ebarter of WUliAa the Ihird prescribed this node 
deeidiaf questioias in cate of equolit^ of oumben. Bjr S8 Oeo. 9^ 
obapttr is 5. its see was restricted to oases of eloctioD to offiee 
or pUce vhere there should be more than one oandlda^: la ah 
oUier Qssse. on equality of rotes was to ho equivalent to a rejsp' 
tion of the motion or proportioa on which toe qusstioa was put. 
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neither known hi the ooneUtatioh of the Compauj, ohap. to. 
nor eathonsed hy chortsr, nor warr&nted bj bdj 
orders or instractions of the Conrt of Xdxeotois.*'* 

The chelmiaji followed up this blow £7 aiXothov 
He novod, ** that the proporit^on to send Mn £lua« 
sel to Tai^ore ee resident was not warranted b^ ^e 
oidexs of the (kmptniy, aor neceeaary for the carry¬ 
ing' likem into execution T but here suooeas deserted 
Mm i the motion was lost. The considoration of the 
other propositions of the chairman was then post¬ 
poned ; and at a court held on the following day, 
both parties oi\j 07 ed some degree of tnomph. The 
fiends of Loi^d Figot successfully resisted the pans- 
log of a resolution, declaring the ezcloaou of 
StiattoB and Brooke council arbitrary and' tm- 
conatitntional i and they carried two other resolu¬ 
tions, coDdemnatory of the ^violence oShrod to his 
lordship, and of the suspousion of those mombere of 
council who supported him. On the other hand, the 
enemies of the unfortunate goTemor proposed and 
carried a rosolution condemning the condnot of 
Lord Pigot m receiving certain presents from the 
Nabob of Areot. Tbia act of the governor was 
clearly contrary to law, and is incapable of defence. 

The presents ware, indeed, of very triiing value— 
not ozoaediog a fow hundred pounds—their receipt 
was openly avowed in a letter to the Court of Direc¬ 
tor—they were bestowed by the Nabob of Arcoti ^ 
and towards whom Lord Pigot certainly manifosted 
no undue partiality; but theso oircumst&noes cannot 
* Miaates 0 f Court, 21itAprUi 1777. 
r 2 
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CBAfi. XI. B61CIBT& tha ^egilitj of accepting tUezo, and it ie to 
Jeznented t^t Iiord Plgot aliould have given Uia 
eniemiiM:M.e|f«nrtunit 7 of repioadiing Mm on thii 
A. D. 1777. grou&d* I On. tka < dSxd' of April >tlie > latjeob egidu 
OGoupifid theatteDidoit.of & gandrol ooTtftI, ^«a It 
was xeaolTod.to adjoum for a ibrtnighC. 'On the 7tU of 
Ma^ tlM court again mot, and, after cruoh debote; it 
was Tosolved to refer to the deoitios of a ballot a 
aeries of resoluUooa of an extraordinary cbaraoter. 
They censured the iixTasion of Mb lordship's rights 
as governor, and acqulescad in Ms restocation; but 
recommended that suoh rcetorotloQ should be imme¬ 
diately followed by bis recal, in order that his con¬ 
duct might be more odbctually in<iuire(l into: for 
the same reasozi they i^econunendod the recal of tbo 
oounoillois who bad supported X/ord Pigot, and also 
of those who bod opposed him. These resolutions 
'Were carried, on the balloti by 414 against 317. 
On the 2Ut of May, tixe oas$ of Lord Pigot was 
brought befhzo the House of Commons, and a series 
of losolutious &vourable to Inm proposed* Xh^ 
wore opposed by the zniniatry, and lost.* The Cottrt 
of Diieotois, on the 80th of July, passed resolutions 
designed to give effect to the reoomm^dation of the 
general oonrt hit before tho qaostion was deolded, 
the party principally interested was beyond tho roach 
of either additional injury or tardy redress. Two 
9 years aftonvai^ds the House of Commons addressed 

^ Lord Korth did not to tcaho u« of tiw wgomtDt whJoh 
botd Rgot had hoso so vnwiM oa to fomiib agiiiuC U&fslf,' Sy 
tho roMipt of pKMnti. 
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his M&jeety, irr^og \hst the'oit^tasy^^nenl mi^ht 
be ordered to pioseoute Mr. Stratioa (them a mem* 
betr of the House), and three ocker rnttnbare of the 
council of Madras, vho bad ooncurred in the arrest 
of^Losd Pigot. A pTOseoQtion was accordingly in* 
Btltutod, and the paitioe were ootivioted. With 
rofercnco to the enorxnity of the ofThnce, the jmlg- 
mont of the ooart was singularly leiuont; the defea- 
danta, ail of them men of groat wealth, were sen¬ 
tenced to pay a ilno of ooo thousand pounds each. 

When the Court of Dirocton determined to recel 
Lord Pigot and his council, proiisiou was made fbr 
the appointrpont of what was called a temporary 
government^ to act pending' the proposed 'inquiry* 
It consistQd of eh: members, and Mr: Thomas Rum- 
'9t dircotoft was to he president and |:oVel^• 
nor. Tho English had for some time boon engaged 
in hostilities witli their colonies in America. The 
Pi*enoh•monarch made common cause with the ro- 
volted colonists, and war between England and 
Franco ensued. Its operations were extended to 
India with oxtraordinMy promptitude and vigour; 
and most of the minor French settlements having 
been previously aocoreA General Munm, early in 
August, 1778, advanced with a considerable force 
against Pondicherry. The attack was to be aided 
by a small fieot under Sir Edward Vemon, con* 
sistiug of one ship of tixty guns, one of twenty- 
mght, one of twenty, a sloop, and a Company's 
ship. He was opposed by a French aejoadron 
under Monoeur TronjoUy, whom ho brought tu 
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oa tile lOth of Auguet, ftad» after a conflict 
of FQDie duration, prrt to flight It yns «cpeotod h/ 
the tiiat the fight woold he renewed on the 

fldUowing liaj) hot the E^enoh eoinm&ndezvi who had 
taken refuge in Fondioheny, ohtertained no endi 
intention; and after eluding fbr severe tdid 
attempts of Sir Kdward Vernon to bring him again 
to action, he followed tho example of eomo of hie 
pTodecessozs under riinilsr drcomstonceB, by escap¬ 
ing from the coast with his ships, and abandoning 
Pondicherry to its fate. In the meantime General 
Munro had taken possession of the hound hedge, 
and cut oif all eommuiuoaUons with thp eunonnding 
country. On the 6th of September he broke ground, 
and on the IStii opened a vigorous flro from twenty- 
^ght pieces of heavy artillery and twenty-soven 
mortars. The garrison, under M. BellecozUbo, made 
a' gallant defence, and. their efibrte, aided by the 
state of the weather, oonridanbly retarded the pro* 
gress of the assailants} but poiAt after point was 
lost, and the English commander^ having surmounts 
many of the diBculties with which he- had to ooo- 
tend, determined on a general assault. This was 
prevented by a proposal to c^ltulate on terms made 
on the day preceding that destined for the attack. 
The proposal was accepted, and Pondichoiry thus 
passed once more into the possessiouof the English. 
The terms gtanted were extremely favonrable to the 
besieged. The European part of the garrison was 
to be sent to France, and the sepoys lo^be dis¬ 
banded. The whole were permitted to march out 
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wUb thd hoBOuja v/sTt and the regiment of Pon- cbap. xi. 
dhdiony ‘Woe allowed to retain ite colours. 

Aa expedi^on dfspAtobed under Colonel Braith- 
w&ite agahist }^aU6, on the coast of Malabar, wae 
not less sucooflsful titan that against Fondicheriyt and 
tho conquest was &r more oasily attained. MahiS 
surronderod before a gnn was ^ed agamst it. 

But Colonel Bnitbwaiter being ordered to join 
Qeueral Goddard, the place was, after a few months* 
ponessiou, abandoued; the guns wore shipped off 
to Bombay, aud tUo fort blown up. 

Hydor All had formally protested against pny 
attock upon Mahd, and its capture was conee- 
• quently very offensive to him. This was not the 
only cause of dissatis&otion afibrded by tAe English. 

The attempt of a British force to pass through part 
of his tan^toidoa tended to increase his displeasuM. 

The oircnmstances whicli led to this attempt require 
to ho briefly narrated. 

In the arrangement made with h^izmn Ali for the 
transfer to the English of the Nortliom Cixcars,* U 
waa provided that one of them, named Quutoor, 
should remain in possessioii of the Nisam's brother, 

Baaalat Jung, daring bis lifo. Basalat Jung sub¬ 
sequently gave unoasinces to the Madras govern- 
moDjt by receiving a body of Prench troops, md a 
roforenoe was made to Bengal for instruictions on 
tho subject. The answer authorized the Madras 
goTcrument to dimiand the dismission of the French 
trnops, nnd to pr^>are to support tho demand by the 
* 8ce Vol. i. pfige 844. 
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CHAP, XT. presence of an onnod forco on tbo irontlos of Baaalat 
Jting’a toi'ritory. If compllaao© ^tb tho demand 
'Were Tofueod, that prince wofi to be k;fDn&ed that 
poBseaoion vould forthwith be taken of Guntoovt end 
a negotiation opened with the Vizusx iot ita 
dmto cossion to the Company npon eucii terms aa 
might bo agreed upon. The govommont of Mndraa 
hodtatod» and^ aftor some coDBidoratioo, detonninod, 
ioBtead of applying to Boealat Jung, to addroos the 
bluaio, calling upon him to oompel his brother 
Mther to diamiei the French from hie servlee, and 
tru^t for tho protection of hie oonntzy to< the ^g- 
liah, to whom tbo rerereion beloi^ed» or to allow 
them to occupy the ciroar at an annual rent Tbo > 
detenuinntion to negotiate with Kizom Tqrpoasfl 
to hare been taken on the ground that Baaalnt 
Jung was no party to the treaty; but boforo cany- 
ing if into efreot, it waa thou^t pcopw to com¬ 
municate the inteidlon of govenunent to the Nabob 
of Aroot. Mahomet All strongly ob)^ed to nego¬ 
tiating with the Nioam,' and proposed send 
vakeel from himself to manage the huslnesB wU& 
Baaalat Jung. The government of Madras, how¬ 
ever, persevered in applying to the Nisam, and hie 
answer was moat eonrteone. He alleged that the 
force entert^ed by his brother was not cxcluaively 
French, though a Frenchman might have tho com¬ 
mand, but contained Gcnriana, Dutch, BngllBb, and 
Porttigocse, who bad deserted from various places. 
He assigned os reasons for employing them, that the 
dependents of Basalat Jung wore disobedient and 
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powesfUl^ BfidthM hie'ooantt^ was bordered bj tbs 
tenitoHoa of H^ddr All Kbaa; hnt be ftdded» tb&t 
as the retention of tbeee foreigners the distaiotof 
Guntoov eeemsil to give nneasinest .to. bis. British 
nUfj ho hod soQt a porsou of dlstlnodon to get them 
rumoTod, aod to etop the roreziuo appropriated .to 
their support. ^ Every ardole and condition of the 
treaty between said the graoioua prince, “ ehall 
remain dxod and unaltered, oven in a Imir’s breadth.** 
This letter was received aoon after Lord Bigot’s 
aooond aesninprion of the government. 

The diplomacy of the ** poison of distinction,*’ if 
such person wore sent by the Nizam to bis brother, 
produced no satjafhotoiy‘ceaulis; for nearly three 
years after tbo petiod of the Nisam's ooinmnnloatloD, 
Ms. Bumibohh who then held the office of governor, 
oomplained that French troops were still entertained 
in Guntoor, and that they were recruited under the 
protection of the governor of Pondicherry.* The 
commencement of tho war between England and 
France naturally quickened ^e observation of the 
Madras government, which, till a very short time 
before, had been bo distracted by disunion as to 
leave it? members no timo to spare from the cars 
of th^ petsonal interests for those of the public. 
About this time, too, Bosalat Jung felt, or al^tedi 
some ^arm at the* strength of the French party.f 

* Ooversor’a Miauts, Fort St Qeo7g« Milicuy CoiuultatkmB. 
10th July. 1778. 

t " BftMtUt J'ong hu fltpreiMd himiwili uneasy at the eonae. 
cioeacc it [the French party} haa aasuBcd, which ia evenhacoaic 
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XL partied ^?ere tliua prepared to oegoUate, Emd a 
toeaty was concluded, by which the Company were 
to rent Guntoor of Basal&t Jung during his llfh, for 
the mun which be had preriously realised fi:oin it, to 
he ascert&mod ftom liis accounts. Ho on hia pa^t 
was to dismiss his Frondi troops, and tho Company 
were to assist him with such a fbreo as might he 
necessary for the purposes of dofdnce, rovonuo, or 
dignity, the ohargee to ho defrayed by Basalat Jung. 
Soon after the coadusion of tlds trea^, fears wuro 
entertmed that Ryder Ah, who had made some 
conquests in the Tiejiuty, was about to add to them 
the texritoTlos of B&salat Jung, and the Baglieh go¬ 
vernment, in consequence, resolved to send three 
battalions of sepoys, a company of artillciy, and 
some held-piecos, for their protoctlon. This fbroe 
Was placed under the command of Licntonant-Colo- 
nelHarpur, and was te proceed &om Guntoor to 
Adoai, the oapital of Basalat Jung’s other domi- 
nions UL the Deoosn. Basalat Jung exproaaed great 
joy at its approach, and took the pains of pointing 
out a particular route as the most eli^ble, This 
route Colonel Harpur subsoquen^ discovered led 
him several days’ march through the tenitories of 
Hyder All, and the servants of that potentate for¬ 
bade his advance. Oue of them, in answer to an 
application from the English, commander, wiote^ 

.(Ungarous to biraielf. We hope &Qd ^pe«t, frota bb usvaBoe, 
tbftt bo will unite withoi w far as heetn in aubdning it/'—'Letts 
• iron fioTenuuat of Fort Bt. George to Court of IhreMore. I7to 
Ootolw,J77$. 
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** t hare rdc'edved you letter, in 'wUob you actpiaint lek?. la. 
me, that sa a dncore Bietldahip eziete between the 
'Nabob Hyder AH Khan and tiie Compuiy, you pro¬ 
pose marcbing the troops under your ootmnand to 
Adorn through Dumall and Atooor, whicdx 1 ocder^ 
stand. It is as manJjM as the sun, that a ainOere 
friend^lp ezUte betiveen his SxceUency and the 
Company, and that they have no separate interests; 

M isr iherefbre, my duty io pay a regard to the fnend- 
ahip they have for him : yat yon 'will march your 
troops by another road, that this friendship may he 
preferred; for there are sepoys stationed in that 
country, and some dispntes and panels may take 
place between your men and these sepoyv Who are 
of a *my gsairelfiome disposition. 1 have so mncU 
regard fbr our friendship, that I would not wish this 
td h^pen.”* Another of Hyder All's officers In¬ 
formed CoLonel Haipur that their master had given 
express orders tliat the English force was not to 
march through his dominions. Notwithstanding 
theee intimations, Colonel Harpur was instructed by 
his government to advance, and he continued to 
do BO till )us detachment was in danger of being 
surrounded, when he retired within the circar of 
Gnntocr. 

WhQe these affiuzs were in progress, the govern¬ 
ment of Madras had been maintaining a mission at 
the court of, the Niaam, under the management of 

* Letter fronL Meer Resa AU THian Bah&rdur to Colonel Heir 
pv. in Appendix No. SS to Second Report of Ccmmittee of 
Secrcoy, 1761. 
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CEA7. XT. Mr. Hollond^ b oitiI servant of that presxde&ey. One 
of the objects of this mission vas to ucertejn the pro* 
oise views of the Kieam with regard to the distracted 
politics of India; another, to endeavour to remoTo 
uuihvourahle izapresidons as to the conduct of tiio 
Britibli govommont in supporting llngonathiBow, 
to whom the Nizam was violently oj>poBe(1. In sub¬ 
ordination to those primary parposos, ho to give 
snob explanations as might bo necessary in I’olatioii 
to the negotiatiion with Basalat Jung, and tho occu¬ 
pation, by the English, of Gimtoot. Ho was also 
to explain the cause of an act which had takon place 
of a nature likely to bo very offensivo to tho Nl- 
zam-^tho withholding of the poiaheusb, or tribute, 
due irom the Company to tho Nizam on account of 
the northern oiroare. This was to be ascribed to tbo 
euconxagemwt given by Basalat Jung to tho Fronch, 
and Nizsxu was to be assuxed of punctual payment 

for the future. Such were the instraotions issnod to 
A.T>. 1770. the English agent on the 22nd of Febmary, 177D.* 
On tho 5 th of June following, the governor of Madras 
recorded a minute, In which he declared that he “hod 
always conridared the peisheush paid by the CdD*^ 
pony to the Nizam as disgracefol io them, and an 
acknowledgment which” that prince “ bad no right 
to demand. The grant from the Mogul,” continued 
the governor, “ was free and unconditional for 
five circoiB, and the receiving them afterwards as a 
grant from the sonbohdar Nis&m Ali Khan, on j&y- 
ing him an annual peisheush, was a soorifioe Of the 
* €«e Second Report, vc supra. 
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Company's righm/** Tlie g:overttor'8 view of the ceaf. it. 
sulject was supported hj reason* but his practical 
applicadon of it can only he charaoteriHed as dis¬ 
honest and disgraced. “ The time,” said seems 
&Toui«ble to throw off so heavy a burdon,” and ao- 
oordhi^ly he proposed that it should be thrown off* 
altog«i|iarf if possible; but if this could not bo 
e^boted, a etrenuous effort wos to be made to re- 
duca the amount. The goremor's colleagues en¬ 
tirely approved of the recommondation of their 
chief, and Mr. KoUond was instnictcd accordingly. 

The governor had observed that the opening of the 
buBlnesa to the Nizam would req^ulro much manage¬ 
ment on the part of Mr. HoUond* who mnsC 
said he, by turns soothe and work upon hJs appre¬ 
hensions as occasion may require The agent did 
as be was required; hut Nizam All was neither to 
be soothed nor alarmed into the surrender of his 
peisliQush. He doolarod that, if denied, he should 
foithwith prepare for war; and* in desiring that 
Mr. Hollond would immediately report at Madras 
the result of the application* he observed that, if 
there wore any delay in fbrwarding an answer from 
the English government, ho might possibly advance 
upon Colonel Horpur.t The Nizam had previously 
expressed great dissatisfaction with the negotiations 
entered into between the Bntish govenunent and 

* See Seoood RepoR, vt nipn. t Ibid. 

t Letter frQiB Mr. RoBoad to Ooremor end Select CommiUoc 
of Fort 6t. George, 26tb June, 1779. Appendix Ko. 119 to 
Secood Report. 
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cbap. XL Bfisalat Jong, and boveTer aootbing tbe mode of 
adtanoe, tbo demand ibi the Buirende; of the peieh* 
oufih w&a not calculated to Teatore the pnncc’e equa- 
nimitj, or to dispose him to regard the other acts of 
tbo English governmont witli ftvour. That such a 
courso should liAve been token at a time when tho 
Compony^s aHhirs in India wore surrounded bj 
diffioultiea^tbat it should have been a<lo]>tcd for 
tho aTowed purpose of escaping some of those diffi- 
oulties, for this ^paa the pretence of the goTomor of 
Madras, are facts scarcely credible. Tbo folly of 
such policy is not less apparent than its dl^oncsty. 
It threw among the raging clomenta of discord a 
new one, more active than tho resL TIio northern 
circcun, indeed, seem to havo been roclcs on which 
tho common sense of tlie statesmen of Madras was 
destined to be wrecked, One set of mlem. with 
an onemy at their fbet, had voluntarily and without 
necessity agreed to render him tribute fbr tdiese dis¬ 
tricts; their snccesore. as diameleesl^ as Impru¬ 
dently, proposed to annul the contraet, end thus 
gave offence to a powerful prince st a time when^ 
through the wide expanse of India, the British 
government was almost without a iiiend. 

On these proceedings of the Madras govern- 
meet becoming known at Calcutta, the govem- 
m^t of Bengal deemed it necessary to exercise 
their controlling authority. A lottcg: was ad¬ 
dressed by the latter govemment to the Nizam, 
that “ the uegotiation bad been imper¬ 
ceptibly otfried beyond the limits originally prfi; 
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scribed to and that some propositions liul been orap. xs. 
inado to his highness ^bi(di h« had reca^ed as 
domands, and misconstrued them into an intention 
to depart fVom the treaty subsisting between" him 

and the Company/'* These suspicions it 
sought to remove by an aseuraneo that the govern* 
mont of Madras had never entertained such an in* 
tontion; and thst> as a proof of the Mendly feelings 
of the supreme governmeut, Mr. HoUond had been 
directed to suspend the business of his coroinisaion 
till he should icceivo from that govomment fur¬ 
ther instructions. These acts of the govexnmeiit 
of Bengal were oommunieated to that of Madras, 
whero they excited the strongest foeiings of indigo 
nation* They determined to reeal Mr. HoUond 
tota the court of the Nisam. This was proposed 
by Sir Thomas Rumbold.’f That governor soon after- 

* Ses Appdodix No. 194 to the Seeond Report, ut mpn. 

t Hie goremor had nov hecorae a boronct. At ao non coa> 

Tenie&t opporCoAity may occur of aodoing the feote. It nay he u 
veU here to etate that Sir Theraae Bumbdd returned to Boglaud 
with in immenae fbrtuno and a »ninW ohanoier. Hli subaequeat 
hiitory forme no part of that oS India, but It waa too remeritabir 
to be altogether pasaed over. It wu asaerted, and generally 
baUered. that a portion at leaat of hia rut wealth had been 
aDOumslated by oomiptioa. Litde iacereeC would flow be ftdt 
in «o inveatigalion of the evidenoe. and liede aatu&ction could 
be attaiDed. It may be auffioent to obierre that avreral of the 
acb of Sir Ihomia Rumbbld were Mverely condemned by the 
Court of Direoton. and ia eo aerioua a light ware the offescaa 
regarded. he. together with hia anooesaor, Mr. John 'White* 
hUl, and Mr. Peter Pernng, member nf eonnoil. were diamiaaed 
the urrioo. At the eama time two other ciril aemnte were in* 
oapi<dtated from aittiog in eoondl. without oxpreaa orden. and 
the conduct of OenenI Mnnro on certain pointa was declared 
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CRAP, xr. Vfttds quitted India, leaving Iwhind him a minnte, 
Tccoaimcnding that tho rocal of Mr. Hollond phould 
bo followed up 1>7 his suspension from the servico. 
Tbo rocommendation was adqvted hy the new pre- 
Ridcnt, Mr. WhitehlU, and carried into oflbct. Mr. 
Hollondi howover, did not quit tho court of tho 
Niaom, being retained thoro by tlio govommojit of 
Bengal as thoi; represoutativo. 

In the meantime Basalat Jung, intimidated by 

to dovATve the ntrlu of the coqrfs dbpleaaurQ. T)io 

Iscguage of the dei^toh 1 a which Ibooe rooolutioai tro convoyed 
b reomrktble. After oenouring Genond Munro, the oourt oon- 
tinuce: " But m those lobjeoti were foreign to the genenl'e mSU. 
tary profceslou. o$ w eainutt nppon ht irai iejfumced hy cotnipi 
9HOtlv«4. and m the military ccndact of Oecenil hfnnro liu boon 
highly raeritorioue, wc ehoU not, on the prcMnt occa^o, proceed 
further thin to exprese our disapprobation of bit conduct on tho 
cccBuone betore mcntloncd.'’->Lettcr to Government of Fort St. 
6eorga, IDth January, 1781, Tho special cxempdon of General 
Hufffo from the lusploloB of oorrupt modvet uppeam to imply 
that those lew le&ieAtly viutad ware not, to toe judgmoot ^ 
tho ooort, free from oerraption. ‘^ieh regard to Glr Thoosaa 
Bumbold, some ray itrauge facts eo&nectod with an aganC cl 
* tho govemcr’s, named lUdhead, wara elidtod by too mquiriea q{ 

toe segrai committee of the House of Commons, ud recorded to 
that Secood ond Third Reporta. 1781. The ealebratod Homy 
Bundca, afterwards Vlacount MelvlUe. took the lead to these 
iaquiries, and Sir Tliomu Rusibold, tofctlier with Mr. WLito. 
liill and Mr.Ferriog, were tlireatcned with penal procoedtoga, 
The matter was. hawever, ruddonly and unooconotably dropped, 
and the cX'govenior of Madras, branded by the LcaTunt punish* 
XDont which hie employen could Inflicb scathed by tbo withcriug 
exposures of a parliaacnUry corumUtoc, aod surrounded by the 
expreeaioDS of public indlgoition, was permitted to enjoy hie 
wealth, whether woU or ill acquired, to pmn. A minute exa- 
mtoation of too conflict of pir^ and porsonol lotarcste at the 
might torow much Ugbt on theec proceedings, but this Is 
not the place fbr sueb examinitaon. 
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Hyder All and tlie Nizam, stopped the 
of Colonel Hupuri fta whose advanoe be li&d preri- 
oualy boen so aonous, end detuooded (be reetoiation 
of Guntoor. Tbe govommont of Madras i^ed ^ 
comply with tltfi demand; bat on (hla ba 

well as on (bat of the peiebcuab^ tbo goTcizunent 
of Bcngal.t^oka ^^bront/viev, directing that the 
treaty witlt Baaalat Jtuig eboald be annulled and 
Qnntoon restored. , 

Those ordoie found ihe govermnont of Madras 
surrounded by difBculty and dismay. Sir Tbom&a 
Kumbold had (piitted India, assuring the Conrt of 
Biroctors '* that evory thing was quiet in the Cai^ 
natio ^tbat he was inclined to think they shonld 
xemsin in peace ;''f and that he oo\Ud speak with 
oonfld^ce, that there was no likelihood, at that 
time, of any troubles on that sido of India’^ Long 
before the date of these soothing assurances, both 
the langnoge and tUo acts of Hyder All had moni' 
foated his hostile intentions towards the Englisli. 
Tire governor bimaelf had felt ansety; he hod djs- 
patched a epecihl messenger^ to ascertain the foel* 
inge of Hyder AU, and the result had not left them 
doubtful. Auotbor mission followed, and this was 
treated with contempt and contumely. Yet Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, in the last minute which ho ever 
recorded, congratulated himself that all was tran> 
qnil, and that no disturbance of the calm was to bo 

* Letter, 9Ut .Tuiuajy, 1780. t ItiA 

\ Letter, 7tb February. 1780. 
i The dletiagnuhed aiseiesuy, Swvts. 
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CHAP. XI, apprehended. Thus, b; hie iaet act of autkoilty, 
“* giving countenance to a delusion which ho could 
not believe, the goveinor divested himself of tho 
cares and rosjionslhiUtlea of rulo, and bent his 
course homuward in eearoh of ease and cejoyinoTit. 
His successor Mr. Whltoliill slumhorod on, luxariat- 
Ing in those dreams of pcaco and safety which tlu* 
retired governor hod shadowed forth. They woro 
somotimea invaded by reports of tlio gathering nf 
Hyder Ail's feroe, imd of th^ approach to ravage 
and destroy; but the governor et^ sl^t, The Na¬ 
bob of Arcot had intelligenoe of what was qiproaoh- 
ing, Olid communicated it to tlic British governmont, 
but without offhet. Time flowed on, and tlie sources 
of alann multiplied. Fioin ©very qusj'tor, rcpoits of 
threatened invasion and complaints of inoFDcient 
means of defence rushed in; Inii no mcnsurce of pre¬ 
caution were token. Some of tho coUoaguos of tlis 
governor would ocoaranaliy suggest tho noccesity for 
A more active course; hut tho torpor of th^ chief 
A.Zf. 17S0. was nert to bo overcome. At last, in tho mlddJd 
of June, some symptoms of revivi^ Bonsatl^ fee¬ 
ble as they were tardy, bogan to appear, and the go¬ 
vernor coolly informed the seleet committee, that, as 
thei*© were various reports ooncerning Itydor All's 
movements and intentions, be thought it a proper 
roeasoivs, in cose of any disputes in the Comatio, 
that the detachment sent with a view to the pro- 
teotfen of Basalat Jung, formerly commanded by 
Colonel Horpur, then by Colonel Bdilie, should 
recross the Kieteo. 



BBmgH BMpma xk ivdu. 


227 


More tban &motitb ptused, aud Lord Macleod, who chap. 
comroaoded a kio^a regimeat, deotied it bja 6nty ~ 
to represent to tUo governor that dio report of 
H/der Ali’s Invsfiion niglit be troe, aad^that, afr all 
events, some measoroa ougUt to be taken to oppose 
him. Mr. WhttehtlL with phiiosophio oshnnestj 
Toi>Iiod, “ What can do! we have no money;” 
huti to console iho impatient aoldier, he added, “wo 
mean, however, to assemble an army, aud yon are to 
ooDUnand it.” The design of assembling an army 
withont money soenis on a level, in point of rationa¬ 
lity, with the postponement of sueU a moasare till * 
iho enemy was almost at the gates of the British 
presidency. On tlie evening on which this eonver- 
RaUos was held, intelligence arrived which deprived 
the governor of the power of spoaking hypotheti¬ 
cally of the existence of “ dcapoilere” in the Car¬ 
natic. It WPS n^oertoined that Porto Novo, on the 
coast, and Conjevonun, not fifty miles from Madi’aa, 
had been plundered by tho oneniy. Hyder Ali coia- 
rooncod bis irruption with all those mroomatances of 
horror with which bis appearance as m onemy was 
invariably attended. Around every place which he 
deatiuod to foU before bim be drow a circle, within 
which all was consigned to desoiatioa Tho towns 
and vtUages were soon wrapt in flatnee, and the Ixiha- 
bitanta peremptorily required to depart ^th their 
docks and herds. If by tbo infiuence o£ local attach¬ 
ments, 80 powerful In tbo breast of the natives of 
India, any houseless wanderer presumed to linger 
near the si>ot where recently ho bad a home, and 

q2 
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cax?. XI. VFbore his fathers had resided from a peri ml saitonor 
to all record, his diaobecUence 'was ptmishod hj the 
mutilation of bis person. 

Bj tho govemmont of Madras some fcehle offbrto 
wore mado to procure money, to socuro tho possos* 
Sion of important forts, and to combine an army too 
much scattered to act ofToctually. But weakness, or 
Bometbing worse, continued to puralyzo tboir ino/u 
suros. It was determinod that the coiniiinudur-iii' 
chief, Sir Hector Muuxo, a general who hod gained 
some &me in India, should not quit tho presidency. 
‘ Tho command was to he entrusted to Lord Kaolood, 
who appears to have been an iniolligont and meii* 
toilous officer, while Sir lloctor Munro was to ic* 
main at Madias, to secure to the select comraittoo 
the benefit of bis military judgment. It was the 
opinion of the oommaLder-ia-chiof that the aimy 
should assemble noax Coi^overam. Lord Maolood, 
admitting that this might have been a proper ar« 
rangoment before the invasion took place, 
tained that, for various military reasons, it was then 
inexpedient, and shrunk from the lespoosibUity of 
executing plans widely at vaiiance with his own 
judgment. Sir Hootor Munro, thereupon, consonted 
to take tho field. Ho arrived at Coi\jevoram on tho 
A.D. 17S0. 29th of August, and took the command of a force 
about five thousand strong. The dotacbment in 
Guntoor, under Colonel Boillic, was to join bim 
there. To frustrate this junction, Hydor Ali dis^ 
patched a force under his son Tippoo, and he soon 
afooTwards broke up his camp heforo Arcot, which 
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plaod ho bad proTiouelj inycoted, and pootod his own 
fotco about s(x ruQea to tho westward of that of Sir 
Iloetor Munro. Oq tho day on wMob Hyder AJi 
took this position, the foroo nudox Tlppoo Snitan at« 
tookod Colonol Baiillo, tiiough without suocoss. But 
the ciiomy oontlnuod to hexass him; and Colonel 
Balllio iufonnod Sir Hoctor Muuro that hd doubted 
of ]ijs bdng able to effoct a junction. To aid m 
roraOTiug tUo difiicuJtioa iu the way of this object, 
Sir Hooter Muuro, on tbo night of the 6th of 
Soptembov, dispatched, under the coTumand of Co¬ 
lonel Flotcher, a detachment amounting to one 
thousand men, and forming the dower of the army. 
This measure has been Bererely oondamned by mi¬ 
ll Lary authorities as imprudently weakening the 
main artuy, and exposing the most raloablo part 
of it to be out off iu det^.* That sncli a result 
did not follow will oxdtc astonishment, whou it is 
known that tins intclligonco department of Hydor> 
Ah*8 army was so i)orfbct, that he was informed of 
oTory particular connoctod with the moTomonts of 
the llcitWv force; while all those on whom tho Eng¬ 
lish teliod for infonnation woro in the pay of their 
enemy. Nearly every thing connected with the 
xnarcli of tho English detachment was as well known 
to Hyder Ali as to those by whom it was planned, 
and tbo watch Ad ruler of Mysore prepared to inter¬ 
cept it. The sagacity of Colonel Fletcher disap¬ 
pointed the expectant chief of his prey? and ensured 
tho BoToty of the detached party. Suspecting, with 
* IkpcvidUy Colonel WUks. 
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tnu?. xt good resjoii, iho iotegrit; of Ills guidos, ho sud* 
denly cb&agcd !iu routo, and O8c&po<l tbe Dite TvhicU 
had beoii pi’cpojod for hioi. Earl/ on tlie morning 
A.D, 1790. of tlio dth of Sopbomber ho johiod CoIoqoI Bai}Uu» 
thus giving to the troops under the command of tho 
latter oiflcer an iocrooso of oonfldonc«, of ^hich 
tbo/ stood greatl/ in uocd. 

U/dor All was uot Ion oatonisUod tlinn dls* 
pleaaod at the suocoBSfol paSKsgo of Colcnud h'lcu 
cher. It sUU more con^undcd iho oil]core of tl\o 
French part/, which had boon diamlBsod b/ liosalat 
Jnng, and who, ailer sojouraing for a time with tbo 
Jfiaam, wore now in tho service of Il/dor Ali. By 
tbom tho movomcut of Colonel Flotchcr ^vna rogardo^l 
as part of a scries intended to bring 1 lydor All's nraiy 
betweon those of Sir Iloctor Muuro siul Colonel 
Baillie, and they adviaod iTamodiato ix^tircment. 
Hyder All took a diflbrent and moro correct view, 
and determined to mdntain his ground. 

In the ovening the force under Colonel BaiUie 
began to march. Hydor AU bad preparod for this 
step. He had sent off tho greater part of his infan¬ 
try and guns, remaining himself with his cavalry, 
ready oithor to protect his camp, or to aid any 
attack that might bo made upon Colonol BaiUio. 
Very soon after the Brltdsh force was in motion it 
was challonged by tho enemy's videttos, and the 
ohallengo being answered by a platoon &om the 
adranced guard, its march became known to the 
^emy. For. several miles ks progress was inte^r- 
lupted only by rockets and a few irrogular troops, 
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but the fianki]]^ partloa preTonted muoK mischief orap. xj< 
ftrieing: from theeo attacks. At len^ a heavy ~ 
body of hozse vas obserred apppoaobutg in the 
dJrootion in which the bag:gago was placed, and 
Boroa goJiB, which tliey had oovcrsA opttied. A 
bait Cook place, frir the purpoae of making: a better 
Oispoiitlon fop the teonrity of baggag^eii and a 
party waB diepatchod to seize the it« pro* 
grees vta interceptod by a doep trench, which bad 
been out with a view to tho irrigation of tlio land, 
but which new formed a dofonco to tlio enemy’s 
ti^ps and gtine, The latter were, however, silonoed 
by tho superior oxeoution of the Buglish artiUocy; 
and all reaeon fbr delay being at an end, every thing 
was prepared to continue the narob. Colonel 
Baillie, however, determined to prolong the halt 
Tlio reason of this has never been expluincd, and it 
bos generally boon rogmdod as tbo mostor error of 
tbo day. Had lio contlnuod hie marob, there seems 
littlo doubt that iio would cither have actually joined 
Sir Hector Muiux*, or at least have advanced so near 
to him, as to havo onaurod all the advantages ex- 
peoted from the junction. Tho delay enabled the 
enemy's cannon to be withdrawn to a point where 
thoy could again bo employed in embarrassing the 
English force; it allowed time to Hyder All to 
hecome apprized of their situation, and to take hiB 
measures accordingly.* 

* la A work oatitlsd, '* MeDoixa of ths War itt Aalt/' it ii 
stated tbat Coboel Pletoher. btieg saked by tone ofBeera vh; 

Baillie hulled, aasverod UietColooel Baillio wes m officer 
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. n. SooD after tlie marcli recommenced the enemy 
opened a firo from a guns at a conaidcntblo dis¬ 
tance. Tbo Biitisb commander again halted, and 
dispatched a body of sepoy gronadiem to attack tho 
guns. They gained posHcesion of somo of them, and 
put to flight the party hy wliom they vore dofonded, 
when tho cavalry of Ilydcr Ali appeared In sight, 
covering tho plain like a cloud, and tlirc^atcnod to 
cut off the return of Uie British parly, which there¬ 
upon retired. Hyder Ali had loft bra camp without 
striking his tents. Tho movomont of his cavalry 
was only designed to mask the advance of his in¬ 
fantry and artillery, and Colonol Baillie found liim- 
self exposed to an attack from tho whole force of 
the enemy, hforo than fifty piocos of cannon o£>oncd 
OB the British coips, while cavalry and infantiy 
almost innumerable pressed It on ovory side. Ten 
British field-ptecea indeed returnod tho more nu- 
merona fire of the wemy with powerfol efibet while 
ammunition lasted; but ^lis at last &iled—a resolt 
accelerated by the eiqtloaion of two tumbrlli wMoh 
were exposed to the enomy’s shot. E^^ated diarges 
of the enemy were met and sastdned with a steodi" 
nees highly creditable to the troops, and the Euro* 

of Mtobliibed r^tadon, uul that lie had no doubt reasoM for 
lua cosddct. Whu thoie ivaeoiu could be it u difficult to 
coneoi%‘e. Oolooel Wilks e^pears to lend hb autbori^ to tbo 
oonjeccure tbat Colonel daillie was iofloeaced bp “ the expected 
dUbnotioa of exbibidag in the moming tbe juactaon of hie coips 
witEout Ac lose of any cf its equipoiente. a credit of which be 
might be d^irived by errore ioMpfirablo fl^om tbeobeonnty of tbs 
night." 
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psaiiB orlod oot to lie led on. To tlie li&t theae cuaf. xj. 
gallant men mointoinod tli^r order. The eepojs 
gradually fell into confoaion, some preparing for 
njgbt» othera kooping np a deeultory 6re* 'witbout 
object orofr$ot< All being loat» Colonel Baillie went 
forward waving bie bandkerobief aa a demand for 
quarter, and auppoiiug blB request oompliod with, 
bo ordtted bis troops to lay down tboir arms; bnt 
tbo aavage host arrayed against them oontinnod long 
afterwards to slaughter thoir now unresisting foos. 

Colonel Wilks says, “ Hydor's young soldiers, ia 
partloulaTi otnusod thomaelvos with fteabing thstr 
swords sod exhibiting their skill on men already 
most inhumanly mangled, on the sick and wounded 
in the doolies, and even on women and ohildren, 

SEul tho lower order of hoisemon plundered their 
vicllins of tlio last romnant of olotbing.** 

Kothlng remzdnod to roltovo tho gloom of 
Ibis ilhffttod day hut tho rocollootion of tho 
gallant conduct of tho dofuatod corps, and more 
CMpociolly of tho Europoan x>art of it. Colonol 
Iloilllo displayed few of the quolidcatioos of a com* 
mondor except courage; but in this lie was not do* 
fldofit. £igbty*six Eritisb officors were engaged 
ia the conflict; of thoee, thirty*eix lay dead on tho 
fleld at its tormination, or subsequently died of tbo 
wounds whiob they received; thirty*four more wore 
wounded, but not mortally, and sixteen only sur* 
rendered nnwounjed. Among the killed was the 
gallant Colonel Flotuher. 

Tbc womt was yet to come. Tho soldier knows 
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CHAP. XT. that bis profession fAila him to privaUon, faUgnc, 
danger, suffbrlng, and possibly to death. In oamp 
and field be looks on these as ordinary contingencies; 
hut when the deadlj stiifo hss ended, and the sword 
of tho conquered has boon lowered in submission to 
the victor, tlio usages of all civilized countries entitle 
him to cxpoct that tho oinc<*8 of liuinmiity will ho 
intuiposed to allevmto the son'ow of hie sitimtioni 
and, as far as praotlcablc, to reudor ovon rapClvlt/ 
tolerable. With the usages of dvilizcd nalluiiB 
Hyder All was little acq^inted, and be was un* 
influenced bj that natural generosity whioh has 
sometimes thrown a lustre over harboHc conquest 
moia brilliant than tbe conquest itsoif. Soatod in 
his tout, tho ruffian conqticror regftle<l his eyes by 
having his prisoners paraded before Iiim, wliilo from 
time to time tho heads of the slaiti wein dopoa(to<l al 
his &ot, The soqnel was worthy of tho commonco* 
ment; every indignity that malice could devise, 
every privation that cruelty could inflict, awaited the 
unhappy IDuTopcons, who were destined for years to 
remain the prisoners of liydor Ali. 

The memory of those atrocities is presorted in 
the person^ nairatlves of some of the aufibi^ers; 
and tho general character of the treatment sue* 
toined by tbe English prisoners will bo shewn by a 
brief extract from one of these, written by Lieute* 
nant HelviJl, a king’s offleor,* whoso left arm was 

* At A bwr period oS hi» life, lieu tenast'governor of Fendecnie 
Casde, Conunll, where hie amiohlo and benevoleot oharuter ie 
ftot yet fotgotteu. 
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eLattorod cluiiog the engagement, and the zDUScleaof chap. xi. 
bis right sovered by a sabre cut after the goneixder. 

After lying many home on the field, exposed to all 
the su&tiug maeparablo iVcm such a situation, he 
^vaa carried to tho camp of the conqueror, T^here the 
mounded were crowded together in ono tent, without 
sucoour and without hope. From thence, ’\rith his 
compai^na, be was mai'chod forth to Arneo, and 
aftorwaids to Bangalore. “Wo had lookod 
says Lieutenant Melvil), “ to thu close of oar long 
and painful journey, with the cheering expectation 
lliat it would cause some mitigation of our wcos. 

But great was our disappoiatmont, or rather our 
horror, on entering a wretched shed, pervious to 
wind and weather, tiie destined place of our eapti- 
Tity, and on beholding the xnisorable objoeta by 
whom it was already tenanted—our brother-officers 
in chain liS whose meagro couatecancee and squalid 
fbrms revealed at once tho socreta of the prisou'houso, 
and disclosed the wdcome provided for its now inha- 
bitanls. Our misery, indeed, exceeded theirs, in pr<k 
portion as our bodily pains were greater, and our 
wants more numeroos. The party of British whom 
we now joined in the prison of Bangalore had 
been taken either unwounded, or so slightly hurt, 
as to be capable of bearing a speedy removal Into 
Hyder^s territory. The wounds we had suffered 
were more severe, and required surgicAl ^d. Some 
were moimod and helpless. AU mediciue was de« 
nied, and it was very difficult to procoie it clan- 
deetinely, under the strict prohibit]ous of introduc* 
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CJUJ. XL iag it which profiled, and tho clanger of puuieh- 
ment if detoctod; and while qxit bodies were 
racked wit^ pain, and enioebled with sickseas, our 
minds became a pre^ to gloom and despondency, 
If, in conseqnenod of any ihvourablo rumour, is of 
peace, or the succeea of our arms, a ray of hope 
ontored our dUmal abode, it woe soou dispelled by 
reports of a contrary nature; and thus conspirod 
with evory thing else to confnn and aggravate our 
despair, We were sometoes visited as objoots of 
curiosity by men of twsk; but the contempt and 
abhorreoce with which, in general, they Hgtadsd us) 
were oxceodlnglymortifying, and hurt us more than 
the ignominy of oui chains. Our unfeeling goards, 
in imitation of thoir superiors, and to gratiiy the 
same malignant passions which influeuocd them, 
insulted and tyramiised over us with a brutality 
suitable to their low birth and oondltion. Applica¬ 
tions fbr redioss were heard at beet with contemp¬ 
tuous indifTorcnce; and we wero often told, in plain 
terms, that it was not intended we should survive 
our imprisonment, unless we complied with the 
iuiamous reqoisition of bearing arm^ against our 
country. Those who know from experience the 
high feelings of a Bntish officer, accustomed to 
command the sons of liberty, may judge of the 
Htternesa of our degraded, abject state, whon, even 
within the narrow bounds of our prison, we were 
controUod, threatened, and sometimes stniok, by the 
ioweet menial who goarded us. Like slaves, or 
rather &loDS> we were mustered and examined twioo 
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ft day; and tha BaTaroat ami most zgoomimous Bern* chap si. 
tioy of our persons followed a suspiciem tLat we cor- 
respooded witli our friends confinod in otbo7 pri¬ 
sons, or that we reoojTed enpplieft of money or of ne¬ 
cessaries from any (Quarter. Upon these occasions, we 
were conducted separately into places apart from the 
prison, and soarcbed by tbe principal officers of tho 
fort. This separation from each other was needlessly 
prolon^d, and never f^ed to excite in our minds 
tbe most lively approbenrions that we were selected Co 
fall by poison or tbo sword, like many of our unli^py 
bretbi’en, who had been romo^ed from one prison to 
another for that exeorable purpose. Tbe tyrants who * 
yarded us were apprised of our fears, and calculated 
their measures so as to increase Uzem. Tbe slightest 
advantage gained by their troops was magnified to a 
decisve victory, and announced to our trembling 
ears by the d re of tbe aitillery planted roimd onr 
prison^ each flash; each report of which struck 
horror to our hearts and affected us like the knell 
of a dear departed relative or bosom friend. We 
were often told, and through other channels we 
knew it to bd the fact, that actual force bad been 
Qsed on the persons of many of our countrymen in 
other prisons, with tlie expectation that wben^they 
bore -rile indelible mark of Mahometanism they 
would apostati^ from.God, and abjure, their earthly 
sovereign. The same ribhorred expedient reenrred 
to our minds as intended/or ns whenever a stimiger 
of rank visited tbe prison, especially If he seemed to , 
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CHAT. XX. ca^ 0 Bcrutiiuziri^ oje on our persons. In enclt a 
Btato of complicated mental distreas noarlj four 
)'eAra of tbe piimoof lilb were consmned; and daring 
sad period our coiporeal aufTerings were not in* 
ferior in their degree to those of oor minds. Our 
conob was the ground, spread with a scanty aJlow* 
anco of straw; the same wrctohod coTeiung which 
shielded out limbs from nakedness by day served to 
enwinp them also by night The sweepings of 
granary were given us in any dirtyuteoaU or broken 
eaithen pot. Swarms of odious and tormenting 
vermin bred in our wounds, and every abomination 
* to the sight and smell accumulated around us, till 
its continuance became intolerable to our guards.” 
Such was tbe treatment of the prisoners of Hyder 
AJj, as attested by a witness of unquestionable vera* 
dty mid honour, himself one of the sufferers. If 
the extension of British influence in India had no 
other oifecfc than to put an end to horrors like 
these, who would he found to regret iti It is a 
gratifying fhet that the French odicen retained by 
HydOr All bad not forgotten, in his service, the 
couHesies of dvilLzed waxfttre. They* did much to 
mitigate the soifbriQgs of the wounded prisoners, and 
would have done more had they not been restrained 
by the tyrant whom they served- ** No pen,” says 
another of Hyder All’s victims, ** can do justice to 
the humanity of those officers, without whose assi^ 
anoe many of our officers must havo perished:; bnt 
. thmr merit will for ever be embalmed, in the he^ 
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Mid minds of all vbo felt or who -witnessod thoir CH^. xi. 
beneficence”* 

It is natural to bsV, where was Sir Hector Munro 
while the destruction of Colonel Bailiie’s force was 
in progress? On the daj on vtuch it took place, 
discovoting that Hyder Ali had departed, he marched 
nhout four milce, fired three signal gnna, and ob¬ 
serving the smoke &ozn the action on his left, 
m&rchod about a ynifp and a half further in that direc¬ 
tion, repeated his signals, bat had no retani. He 
then obserred an incrcasod smoke, occasioDed by the 
explosion of tho tumbrils, and suddonly, he says, the 
firing ceased.f He continued his march to the 
right in expeotation of meetwg Colonel 
"not doubting/'he observes with great '*but 

that he bad repulsed the cnemy»'' After marching 
about two miles, his confidence was some what shaken 
by meeting with a wounded eepciy, who reported 
that Colonel Baillie was entirely defeated. He con¬ 
soled himself, indeedi by determining that this infer- 
mation was not to be depended npoo \ yet the non- 
appearance of the detachment, and the ceeeation of 
the firing, he admits, gave too much reason to sus¬ 
pect some disaster. He accordingly returned to 
Cdi^eveiw, where the appearance and.r^oi# of' 
other Wounded str^lers confirmed the news < of 
Colonel BaiUIe's defeat. Still the genffibl could not 
hri^g himself to believe it. Hia incxeduhty was uU 

* Memoln of the late War in Aoa, ri.page 7. 

t Letter from Sir Hector Munro to Select Comsittee. Slat 
Septonher, 1780. 
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CHAP. XI. but iuTlndbie. “ The reports of the sepoys," says he, 
** diSeieO so much os to partioulan, that no credit 
could bo given them.” 

Another question arising out of the extraordinary 
nature of these transactions is, why did Sir Hoc* 
tor Munro defer moving to the support of Colonel 
Bullie till it was too late! His own oxpknadon is, 
tliat when ho first loamod that Colonel Baillio was 
in danger, his only rosoui'cc fer provisions was a 
stock of paddy cotlectod in the pagoda of Conjove* 
ram; that if he had then movod, Hyder Ali would 
liave occupied his ground, and out him off from all 
piovisions, whereby his nmy would have been 
starved. He returned to Conjoveram, after his tardy 
and fruitless mai'ch in scarcb of Colonel Baillie, and 
then learned, apparently for the first time, that tho 
stock of provisions, for tho protcolnon of which ho 
had left Colons BailUe's detachment to its fate, 
was barely sufilcient for ono day’s consumption; 
^t he had not therefore by tho sacnflce of so large 
a portion of his army secured the moans offending the 
rest, and that, if ho remmnod where he was, he should 
be surrounded by Hyder All's caTaliy. He therefore 
resolved to proeeed to QiinglepuV^here he hoped 
to find supplies; but on reaching it, after a harassing 
maroh, attended by the loss of a large portion of his 
storee and baggage, he was destined to the dis^ 
poi&tment of leanung that here too, as at 
ram> one day’s consumption was all that cpuld be 
procured. At Chisgleput he was joined by a consi¬ 
derable detachment &om the wdgtward,uudei Oaptain 
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Cosby; but increase of nrunbors, where there was cdap. xi. 

bofbm a deficicmoy of food, was but ao increase of 

weakness, and Sir Hector Munro was compelled to 

make a forced marcli to St. Thomas's Mount, only a 

few inilcB irtnn Maditis, where ho arrived on the 

14tli of September. On the 15th, the English army A'®* *w. 

removed to a more socore position at Marmalong, 

with a river covering its front. • Sir Iloctor Munro 

had quittod the presidency on the 25th of August 

—twenty days only bod passed befort bis return 

to St. Thomas’s Mount; but witbin that brief space, 

how much of misconduct and of suffering, of disas- 

ter and di^ace, had been crowded i 

At Madras, fear, indignation, and sorrow, pervaded 
the minds of tbe mhabitants. Some sought oppor¬ 
tunity of returning to England, o^ers prepared for 
flight to Bengal. All joined in lamenting the bravo 
men whose lives had been so uselessly sacrificed and 
whose departing spirits were ur^addened by the 
iH?flection that the pouring out of their blood was 
the purchase of victory to their country. AH joined 
in bitter condemnation of the counsel which had 
Led to such &tal results. The authorities of the 
presideucy wero in a state of inexpreesible alarm, 
and a fhst-eailing vessel was despatched to bear to 
Bengal the intelligence of their znismanagemeat and 
its consequences. Tbe danger of the Cmatid was 
previously known at'Calcotta, but the goveraor- 
genoral exid council had waited for fbrtber informa¬ 
tion before inteiposing in any way in regard to it. 

When the fatal news of the destmetion of Colonel 
vot. n. R 
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CHAT. XI. BajJlie’fl ft>rco and the wtiremoftt of Sir Hector 
Munro anired, they 'wer© not witbont abondant 
employment for tlieir time and reeonroes. The 
Mahiatta tfot Tvae raging, and the proceedings 
of the RcysL o£ Berax ware of a Teiy equivocal 
character. Ho had sent an army into Cuttack 
oatonsibly for the puiroao of invading Bengal. It 
was pretended that«tiiis step hod been taken Rulely 
for the purpose of zcudntainmg d])])earaucos with ibo 
Nizam and the anthorities at Poona, and tho govei*- 
nor-goneral, in conseqnonce^ bad been induced to 
supply this force both witl^ provisionB and money. 
Still there was ahuudant ground for distrust, and, 
under ciiumnstauccs of less alarm, tbo presidency of 
Madras would probably have been loft to its own 
r^urc^. But the emergency was groat, and was 
so felt at Calcutta. It was resolved, therefore, to 
assist Madras with tho immediate advance of £ftoon 
lacs of rupees, and with roinforcements of troops, 
both European and sopoy, as soon as possible. Sir 
Eyre Coote was also invited to proceed to Madinas 
to take the command of the army, and he forthwith 
departed for that purpose. These measures were 
accompanied by another, which only very extraor* 
dinary circumstanoes could justify. Tho governor* 
general and council determined to suspend Mr. 
WhitehiJI from the office of governor of Madras, on 
the grounds of disobedience to the superior govem- 
ment m various matters connected with the neg:o* 
tiaGoQ^ wjth Basalat Jung, and more espocisUy in 
the.noQ^toration of the Gnntoor drear, in com- 
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plionce vlth the orders of the govemor-geQeral ajid csae, 
coQDoiJ. The restor&tion had been delayed on Tanooa 
grounds, but more eapocially because a lease of the 
circar for a term of ^ears bad been granted to tbe 
Nabob of Arcot; but the circarbad been leUnquisbed 
before tho resolution of suspending Mr. Wbitebill 
yfss adopted by tbe goreruor-gener^aud Ids cooucil, 
though not sufficiently bug for themto bocome a^are 
of tbe foot. There bad been, however, enough of do- 
lay to justi^ tbe ezprosuou of their displeasure; and 
hod the governor of Bengal been more lenient, Mr. 
WbitchilVa hold of the reins of power would not 
have been groatly lengthened. The date of bis bus- 
peugion by tbe goyeraor-geueial and conucll pre¬ 
ceded of bis dismisaiou from the service by the 
Court of Directors by exactly three mouths.* His 
incompetency as a governor needs no proof, and 
charges for more serious than mere incompetency 
were freely made against hini.t In truth, for seToral 

* Tbe foruer took plan oa tbe iOth October, 1780; tbe letter 
on tbe lOth Jonnuy, 1761. 

t Mr. Wbitebill wu aceuied of mBlverudoii at Muolipetui, 
where be bed held office: be wae included with Bii Thcmae 
U^mbold end Mr. Perriog is tbo tbreeteoed W of peine end 
peoelcue; and hie neme » cons^encua ia the memnnble 
job knows to tbe curioue isquiiera into tbe more dcMxedlt- 
oble pordoni of Indian ^tor 7 at ‘'the Nooscod effiadr.'' A 
Tory ehort hot very eptrited peraphlet. under tfaje title, wee 
pubUehed la 1882, just efter foe eanctacn of foe Britieb 
ture bad been given to one of the most imqultone bills ever 
patted. Mr. WbitehUI, the Tight Honounble John Sulivw, Mr. 

Jaznes Hodges, end ctheze bed, or ptofeseed to beve, olaiins for 
large tuau of meuey opoa a native named Opparow, tbe semndaz 
of Nooaeed. Mr. Hodges, it was alleged, idtimcktely took upon 

st2 
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CBAP. o. preceding tbla period, tho uiost monstrona 

corraption appears to hayo existed at Madras, and 


hittwlf ihe debts, or a put of tbrai, due (or repmooted u bdng: 
due) to Mr. Wbiteiill uid loiae of tb« otter putiei. It vu e&id 
that he lest tncpte noiic^ to die semlndu; and at tbo dlstahoo of 
more thaa half & ce&tory frooi tbo oiigin of tbue most eusi^Qua 
and dUeraditsible tnaaeotione, the repreaentotive of Mr. Kodgee 
auocooded In obtaming firoa the Brititb pBiliaraont aa act com* 
polling the people of In^ to pap tbeso dlegcd debb of a 
priTBte icdiridual, ti^bA Opparow. The mouuro wna op> 
posed in anrj stage bp all tbe pover of the BaitJodia Com* 
poap, but from some eauKi not snap to oatplom, wicliout 
cfiect. At the ket stage of procoedlog u the House of Lords, 
tile Lord Cbtocellor (Lord BroFLgham) took as elaborate view 
of the entire drcuDstancee of tbia caeo. on whioh the lull vu 
fdunded, and concluded with eaniestlp ndrialng their lord* 
sbips to re^t tbe hilJ. This advice wm unheeded, bjuI tbe royal 
approbstioo vss onhappBp second for this flcgnmc violctioa of 
all sound and • honest principles of legislfttlon. It would be 
neither practicable nor proper to enter at any kogthinto tlic tmiis- 
action here; a few of its beauties are displaped In the following 
panaages from tbe parophlet above referred to* 

• " ‘We are astonished that anp comulttse of ParHaaent should 

ha'fe dscoed it nscossarp to instiuito on inquirp. aa to wbsther a 
public semot could be jnstidsd in traosactioos so obvioualp op* 
poaed Co every prindple of duty and propriecp. 

Our aatordihinent ia greatip inoeased at observing that the 
commttae bad before them diatinot evidence of this atrildng, Cbli 
oppeSing focC, tb&C at tbe time when the bond from Opparow to 
Mr. Hcdgea beora date, Oppuow was in prison, and Mr. Hodges 
was oos of his gaolers! 

*' It is to enforce papmenc of tiiac bond that Puliaixient has 
mtexfered; and this, too. with evidence before them, of cbsrgas 
preferred against Mr. Hodges bp another senindar In 1765, of 
extorting bonds from 11** . 

WsU might tbs Lord Chaueellor declare the claim tainted^ 
coatsttdnat^ in its origm.’* Eis lordabip's observatioos on tbe 
d^P' ttideb took place in pressing the claim till' a oonssoisnt 
opportunitp ansa an wall deserving notice r— 
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the eotiro time of the prmoipal semnte of tho Com* chap. xi. 
pfliij seeme to havo been employed in endeavouring 


“ la tbtt year 1793, tbaxefere, It appnxs Mr. Hodgea ud ths 
Company were at imt, and he lived but a very ebort time sftor- 
wards, havznK died m the year 1794. It appeert, from the eri- 
deaoa In this ease, that Mrs. Hodges* atteelaon was particularly 
directed to the aohjeot of thie olein; hot &ou the year I794» 
the yew in which Mr. Hodges died, vatiJ the year 1601. nothmg. 
appcare to have beea done by hor: for thie period of Mven yean, 
which M closed, I presume she was advised to do nothing. At 
what portiouier period in 1801 Mrs. Hodges sent in her noisoriel. 
which eonc&ioi n very peiticular sad ckcumstantisl detail of the 
whole of tbs tronssetioos, does not appear, for I do sot find that 
any dst) is iCtaobed to it." ^ 

Lord 2iIenborougb.~" The answer of the Court of Directors 
is dated tlie 26th of January, 1801." 

Tta Lord Chancellor.^*' £xsetiy so: end therefore I eoUeet 
from that fact, thatthe memorial was presented In that month, or, 
at bQ eve&ta, but a abort time before. How, to this memorial 
the Court of Diieotora retomed aojwer.'^* Thatthe Court barii^ 
referred to thsir reaolutiona of tbs Sod of May. 1792. and the 8th 
of May, 1798, whereni they declined any iAterfcrrace m the 
businesa. have resolved that the pnyer of your memoriel be sot 
complied with.* 

"Then, my lords, in the year 1808, comes tba third link 
in the chain of clreuzostimces coaaected with disae transactioos. 
at which period the permanent eettieznent was intreduced, nnd 
the property attaching to Uie zeomdary which had heloDfed to 
Opparow was restored to certain metchers of Opparew’s family, 
the Company reliaquialung any forther chum in respect of tiiah 
aemmdary. With a full and perfect knowledge of all these fMti, 
nothing whatever has been done from tbs period I have stated; 
and 1 therefore oontend that the party now dalmiog has been 
fulty of the most iuexcusabte taehet { that he has. in fact, been 
alecpbg OB his rights ever since the year 1803, when a final set- 
riemsDt of the transactioos nspecting tiiii zemindary took place, 
nod at which period the estates were restored tothe repteseamrives 
of Opparow. And here, my lords, rest the grounds upon which I 
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CBA?. 11 . to turo tlie cunent of dishonouiaMe gain into thdlr 
own coffbrs. Clive, in Bengal, had acquired impe* 
rioi wealth, but he had nevor aacrificod the intereeta 
of lu9 couutTf to ita aoqniaitiOfL Eren among 
those who fbllowed him there was found some 
decent attention to cuiront bnaiaces, and eomo lo- 
gard to the prosorvation of the Company's authority 
and dominion. But at Madras, fbr aomo yoais, there 
is reason to heliero that to oain tho wagoa of cor¬ 
ruption was the sole employmeut of many of Iho 
GompaDy's servants, and that the pursuit of their 
private intorests was never ahacHed or impedod for 
an instant by the slightelt regard to those of tho 
Company or their country. The intriguing Maho¬ 
met AU impoverished himself hy purobnsing tho 
services, or pretended services, of Europoans, and 
among the servants of the Company, as well as 
beyond their circle, ho was so foitonato as to dnd 
many mdy to accept with thanks his gold or his 
bonds. Hie army was ever inefficient and mutinous 
for want of pay, bnt his European parasites wme 
revparded with true princely muni£oenGO. Eord 
Pigot oppoaod himself to the torrent of oomiptlon, 
and it swept away his power. The usurped autho¬ 
rity before which he fell yielded to that of the 
eouncillore sent out from England, and some of the 

taf this bill casBot, ought not to pass; b«ro 1 take 07 stBAd. 
a&d nT—wbAt waa dooo after 1803 ? Whf. zny lords, RoCbiog 
wbaWer yru doao bf the parties for & period very little abort of 
ttdrtfycan, the time at which the clmm waaieMlved beingwhoot 
two yean ooe.’* 
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mombera of tbe sew goTenusent were, a^r no long* chap. xr. 
period, ignomijuonslj dismissed ftom tlie seirioe of 
the Company inr acts belicyed to b&To been corrupt. 

The moral atmoqihere of Madras appears at this 
time to have been peetilenrial; corruption roTelied 
unreetituned \ and strong indeed must have betm 
power which conld effbduaUy reprsea It while Maho¬ 
met AU had pnrpctfee to gain, and either money or 
pTomisea to bestow. It is not wonderful that, where 
public spirit and poblic decency were alike QXtjsct> 
the government sliould have been neitlier wise nor 
strong. It is a fact more calculated to excite sur> 
piise that it shouJd haVe been able to maintain 
itself—that amid the storms which raged around it, 
every vestige of British dominion did not disappear 
from the coast of Coromandel. 

After tile defeat of Colonel BoiUie, Hjder All 
had resumed the aioge of Arcot. The fortifications 
of this place were good, but not i>eTfect. Hyder 
Ali commenced a series of operations, tmd erected 
batteries under the management of hie French 
officers. At the end of six weeks two practicable 
broaches were made, and on the Slat October the a. n. iTsa 
place was rimnltaneously assanlted by two colitrnns; 
one onder Hyder Ali’s son, Tippoo Sultan^^the 
other under an officer named Maber Mirsa Khan. 

The fbrmer was repulsed; bnt the latter having 
succeeded in effecting an entrance, the column 
imdei' Tippoo Sultan made a second attempt with 
better success. The gfurieon retired to the ci^el, 
the spot where Clive iaid the foundatiou of his 
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fhme. It was not) however, destined to 
Hustoia another days’ dege. The goTemor, a 
brahioio. hod been taVeo prlBosei In the assault; but 
instead of being sabjeoted to the hardships and iU' 
salts inflicted by Hyder Adi on his European pri* 
soDcrs, ho was treated with extraordinary oonsi- 
deration, and declared to be invostod with the same 
office undot Hyder AU wJuch ho had recently held 
under the Nabob of Aitot. The dosired olTcct fol¬ 
lowed: the pliant bralunm readily renounced lus 
allogiande to hie former master, and eutored cor¬ 
dially into the objects of hia new one, By his 
influenco over the cativo troops, fonning the garri¬ 
son, snch n spirit was goneratod, os loft to the 
officci*s who commanded them no choice but to 
sniTOmlor, and the possession of tho citadel of Arcnt 
thus c^o^^l^d tlie capturo of the town. 

Two days after its surrendor Sir Eyi'o Coots 
arrived at Madras, He took his seat in council, 
and the letter from Bengal announcing tho su^en- 
aien of Mr. Whitebill, as woll as another entering 
into tho reasons for that act, wero road. Mr. Wblt&- 
liili protoated very vehemently agninst the exercise 
of the authority of the government of Bengal, and 
called upon bis ooUeagaea to support him, but witli 
little effect, Sir Hector Munro proposed delay, and 
Mr. Davidson, another member of council, consoled 
hie chief by declaring that he did not approve ofi 
hie snspenaion, though he acknowledged the power 
of the supreme counoil, and voted accordingly. This 
was all the enoonrageuiont afforded to the uu- 
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foiiu^ate goTOmor, and & majoritj of tlie owndJ ouaj. xj. 
voted Mr. Smith, the next senior seryant, acting 
president. 

More than three montbe bad elapsed amoe Hjder 
All entered the Carnatic, more than ten ‘weeks 
since Sir Hector Munro left Madras to take the 
command of the armj, and more than seven since 
hie disastrous return to St. Thomas’s Mount; yot, 
with an enemy ao active and ncuto as Hyder Ali, 
nhnoat at the gate of the presidency, no pi'cpai’ation 
had been made for its defence. Nothing had been 
clone towards adding to the romnant of an amj 'which 
was left for aorvioe ■, and the severe loas which had 
been suatmned by the destruction of Coloncd BaHUe’s 
coips ‘was aggravated by daily desertions; the des* < 
pendency and disafibetion of tlie sepoys haviog been 
greatly increased by the fall of Arcot.* The field 
uiillery was useless for want of carriages, tlie con- 
atrnctiou of which was only just ccmmcDcing; while 
the supply of boaste of draught and burdeo was in¬ 
adequate, and of the few which were ready for service, 
but a email portion weie'fit for it. Provisions were 
80 soaice, tlttt the troops In camp could with diffi¬ 
culty procure a supply from day to day; and Hyder 
Aii’e cavalry prowled over the country vdthin five 
milse of Madras. Application was made to the Na- 
hob of Arcot; he answered that he had neither men, 
money, nor influence, but trusted to the Company 
for every thing. Sir Eyre Cooto found, conseqaently, 

* Sr Eyre Ceote atatu thiU oaay of them were nafivea of that 
vai bad their ffumlles, ud lelatioaa hit. 



250 


HISTORY OP THE 


CHAP. XL tliBt he Imd proceeded to Madrtis not merol; to tako 
tile commond of tbo army tliore, but also to make 
the requisite preparations to enable him to possess 
an army to command. Eappiiy it was tbe rainy 
season, and this cironinstmice afforded a msonable 
excuse ibr the troops romdning in thoir quarters. 
Time fet proparation was thus afforded, without 
nocossarily I'evealing: how mucli it was ncodod. 

The Interval thus gained was well employed, os far 
os t^emnstances would admit, and on tho 80 th Do- 
A.D. i7to. comber, Sir Eyre Coote called a oonnoil of wais to 
deliberate on tho plan of operations. Xt consisted, 
in addition to the commaBde>in<'Ohief, of Sir Hector 
Munio, Groneial Stuart, and Lord Macleod. The 
result of thoir deliberations was, an unanimous 
opinion that the army should marcli in relief of 
certain garrisons wluch were severely pressed by 
the enemy; and this object being accomplished, 
return to Madras. Ono of the garrisons proposed 
to be relioved, that at Amboor, surrendered befbre 
tho English army was able to take the ield, which 
A.i>.i7Bi. was not till tho 17th January. On tho Idth, fiir 
Byre Coote succeeded iu relieving CUngleput, in 
wluch only fifteen days* provisions remuned. The 
fort of Carangoly, in the occupation of Hydor AM, 
lay about thirteen miles to the south-west, and Sir 
Byre Coote having been led to believe that the 
enemy were quitting it, and carrying off the store of 
provisions, resolved to make an attempt to rolievo 
them from their ebatgo. For this purpoee, at mid- 
nightj on the 20th of January, a detachment of one 
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tkonsand men, imder Captein Datls, wb 3 despatched, CfiAf. zi. 
the main body following some hoars after. The 
Intelligence, howeror, under which the force had 
been detached, was erroncona, and 8o &r from the 
place being deserted, Captain Baris found the gar¬ 
rison perfectly ready to i^oeive Mm. He deter¬ 
mined, notwithstanding, to ezeeato his ordars; and 
the place being unprovided with a draw-bridge, a 
twel^pounder woe rapidly ran up to the first gate, 
which, at the second discliargo, was blown open, so 
as to allow passage for a ungle man. Pasmg this, 
a second and a third gate presented themselves, and 
those were ultimately forced, though with greater 
difficulty, the assailants being dunng the i^iole pe¬ 
riod of operation exposed to^ the eneshy^s fire from 
abom The third gate being canted, the garrison 
escaped by ladders, on the opposite side, and the 
English were in undisputed possession of Carangoly. 

The loss of the victors was severe; but the oUect of 
so brilliant a stroke at the opening of the campdgn 
was highly beneficial, moro especially after the 
shadow which hod so recently passed over tite power 
of the British arms. Ono mnin object of the attack 
was also seemed, in the capture of a quantity of 
gr^. 

Wandewash was about twenty-three miles further, 
and this was the nezt object of anxiety. When 
Hyder All stored the Carnatic he found no great 
difficulty in obtaining pcesesdon of the forts, where 
the officers of Mahomet All had the actual command. 

A short negotiation with the killadar saved a long 
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CHAT. Yi. aage. To avert such coosei^uences, Euglis^L officers, 
Tvitli sniol! bodies of Coropan^s troops, vere dis¬ 
patched to vaiious places, and amoDg^ others to 
Wazidewosb. The officer to whom the chai^ of 
defending this place was allotted was Lieutenant 
Flint, who arrive before it with a ffiroe of about a 
hundred men. Having ascortainod that the place 
waa still occupied by Mahomot Ah’s tix)op8, ho sent 
a message to the killadar announcing his approach. 
The kiUadar answered that the British officer would 
be fired at if he should come within rango of the 
guns. Not deterred by this threat, Lieutenant 
Flint persereiwd, and at tlie verge of the esplanade 
met a picqnet sent to slop him. The native officer 
representing that ho could not he permitted to pass, 
Lieutenant Flint answerod that tho officoi* must 
have misapprehended Ms oi'dors, which could only 
have been to stop the approaching party till satisfied 
that they were friends, of which there could no longer 
beany doubt: and he succeeded in shaldng the faith 
of the officer in his own convictioii of tho meaning 
of his orders, so fin* as to prevail on him to seek an 
authoritative explanation of them. In the meantime 
tile Boglish party continued to advance, all mps- 
sages of warning, several of which followed the first, 
being met by Lieutenant Flint witli a farther 
request for oxplanatfon. Arrived within musket' 
shot of the I’ampojts, it was poiceived that they 
were manned with troops, and that the gates were 
shni... Here Lieutenant Flint halted, and de¬ 
manded admissien for himself and a few attendants, 
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to deliver ft loiter from the Nabob to the kiiladar. chap, xl 
This the killftdai refused; but, after some parley, 
agreed to receive the letter botweea the g&te and 
the barrier of the fortress. Here he to(^ his place 
ozi a eaipet, attended, for state, by several men of 
zanV, and, for protootion, by thirty swordsmen and 
one hundred sepoyB. Lieutenant Flint advanced to 
the conference with four sepoys only, and, after the 
usual compliments, avowed that he had no letter 
from Mabomot Ali; but added, that he poesessed 
that which under the circumstances was to be consi¬ 
dered as e(piivfdent>—the order of his own govern- 
ment, written in communication with the Nabob. 

Tho Idlladar took a much lower estimate of the value 
of the document, which he was disposed to treat with 
contempt, and, after some slight discussioo, was 
about to retire, when Lieutenant Flint suddenly 
sprung on him, and declared that his death should 
instantly follow if a band were raised to reecne him. 

Tbo bayonets of the four British sepoys were at the 
same moment pointed at the breast of the killadar, 
while the powers of his own guards seemed suspended 
by coustemation. Bofore thoy recovered their self- 
pcffiosEion, the remainder of the British detachment 
rushed in, and Lieutenant Flint then explained that 
no harm to the kUUdor was meditated; that, on the 
contrary, if no resistance were offered, he should still 
rfl tom the honour of the command, which was to be 
actually ezeroised by hJs English captor. Xittle 
time was spent in negoriation; the gates were 
opened, and the whole party ontorod na friends. 
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CHAP. XT. But fbr the estraoniimiy means adopted ^7 Lieu¬ 
tenant Flint the place would have pasaod into tlio 
bonds of Hjder AH. The bhrg:om had been made* 
and the aot of surrender was to reodve the eeal of 
the kiUadar on the Ter 7 day on which he so nnez* 
peotedly ibnad hunself within tbo grasp of the Eng? 
!ish lieutenant. The former ovonged bimsolf for the 
loss of his anticipated roword by cndoavonrliig to 
exolto disai^otlon in the garrison to the Engliflli 
cause; but the vigilanoe and addrasa of Lieutenant 
Flint rendered hie efforts inoffoctno]. 

Wandewash bad boon inreetod by Hyder All 
late in the preceding year, and on the IdtU of 
A.D.17SI. January the onemy hod entered the ditoU by gal¬ 
leries in two places, while another gaUory 6 oxn tlio 
south was nearly ready for tho same opemtlon. 
The garrison were now anxiously looking for rollof, 
and at two o'clock in the, morning of the 17tli, a 
beary fixe of cannon and moskotiy was hoard in tho 
direction whence relief was expectod. The firing 
continued till day-break, when a column of about 
three thousand infantry, having the appearance of 
British sepoys, with English colours fifing, appeared 
and drow up behind a Tillage near tho east face of 
tho fortress, and disob arged their cannon at bodies 
of hone making demonstrations os though preparing 
to charge. At the same time the troops in the 
town engaged in the lines of attack on Wondewasli 
abandoned their tronches with preoipitatioD» and 
moii^hed off in the direction of Arcot. The gun- 
son were persuaded that succour had arrived; but 
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thoK were some oirciusstanfiee in whBit wes passing 
wMcli rendered Ideatenant Flint somewhat more 
than aoeptiedl. He observed that the fire of the 
guns was a distance not usual in the praotioe 
of British artlllozT’, and that the shot discharged at 
the approft4^dng hodiee of horse grazed in directions 
fiileair of their ol^eot. He found some 

difficulty in impressing his own belief on his men; 
but the hesitation of the pi^ctondcd relief at length 
began to shake even their conddenco in its approach. 
He vouturod, however, to avail himself of the oppor* 
tunity to detach a large portion of his small garri¬ 
son into the works of the western attack^ whioh 
they entered unperceived, destsoyed the galleries, 
and set on fire the materials accumulated for filling 
the ditch. The smoke from this operation was the 
fiist intimation to the enemy of what woe In pro¬ 
gress, and large bodies of men, who wore placed in 
ambush in every direction, immediately rushed to 
recover the works. The signal for the return of 
the party from the garrison was therei^on made 
and promptly obeyed, and the party, after scouring 
the trenches of the southern attack, and killing or 
TT^yfng prisoners evei 7 ono who had been left con¬ 
ceded either there or in the lines of the western 
attack, rejoined their comrades without the loss of 
a man Dunng three or four days succeeding the 
defeat of this notable sohemo the enemy was assi¬ 
duously employed in repaiving the damage which his 
works hod sustained; but on the 22nd of January .the 
batteries and trenches were evacuated, and tho tents 
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CDAP< XI. and ])(iggQ^ sent uff* in Cbe direction of A,rcot. The 
enemy hnd loaiJied tho capture oiiCara^ol^, and on 
tho 2Srd tliey most opportunoly dbapj^ared, leaTiag 
tho gjuriflon of Waado\vR8h •with only oJ^day*8 con¬ 
sumption of ammunition. On tho 24th Sir Ejro 
Cooto arrived, and had tho satbfiuUon of stdU 
sooin^ tho British flying *on tho ramparts. 
Twonty-ono years heforo, on the same day of the 
same month, tho veteran commander bad raisod'the 
aioge of 'Wsndewash by one of the most memorahte 
of his viotorioB, and he now encamped oh the^pa 
spot wbioh he had thda oooupied. 

^ A French fleet at this time appeared off Madras, 
but it brought no land force. Siv Eyre Cooie haTing 
relioTod Pennacoil, one of the fortresses invested 




by Hyder AU, proceeded to restow order at Pon¬ 
dicherry, which had been shaken by the removal of 
the gairison to other duty. His next object was to 
protect Cuddaloie, ^^ch was likely to be a eourco 
of annoyance in the hands of the enemy^ Here 
be was greatly pioased by want of provlsio^ iiJ a 
long interval passed undistingulishe^ 'isp '.ibinn 
worthy of record in a history noV mili- 

tory. Happily the commander of the French fleet 
had not suffered the example of his predocessorg 
to be lost upon him. About throe weeks after bis 
aniTal he bad suddenly departed for the Islands, and 
( e^rded opportnnity for tlie English army to 

•> 1 ws^ve supplies by sea. 

oceurreace which broke the monotony 
mace about the middle of Jane. Tho 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

m.. 
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fortifier! pagoda of Chilamlirum wbb reported to be ch^p. xj. 
garrisoned by only a few hundred irfegul&r troops» 
and as thci'O'wos no considerable body of the enemy 
in its rioiiuty, Sir Eyre Coote hoped to be able to 
carry it by a ooup da main. The attack was con- 
ducted by tlio oorQinandc);4n-cliiof bimaelfi but it 
iailod. Some inteotion existed of renewing it: but 
bettor infonootlon of tbe state of the garriBoo, 
wblpb was ht moTQ numerous than had been sup* 
posed, and comprised, contmry to Sir Eyro Cooto’s 
belief, a large number of regular troops, lod to the 
abandonment of fUrthev attempts agaiitst the place. 

During the inaotivlty of the British anny, Hyder 
All bad been oharoeteristically omployed In a rariety 
, of minor enterprises, of vhleb the acquisition of 
booty formed one prinolpal objeot. On hearing of 
the attack on Cbil&mbrum. ho mode a forced move* 
meni of a hundred miles in two days and a half, 
placed himself between the English army and Cuddo- 
loi'e. and began to fortify a posiUon not mom than 
throe miles h’om the British encampment, at the same 
time oovoiing the whole country with bis cavalry. •*' 

The situati on of the Engl Ish army was now most cxltj- 
oal \ its possible destruction was contemplated, even * ' 

by its own commander: and while part of the squa¬ 
dron under Sir Edward Hughes aus to cover Cud- 
dalore. the remainder was to watch the operations 
of the army, and to reaeive, if necessary, the rem¬ 
nant that might 1>d loft from defeat, should that 
result awolt ih The hattery-guns wqvo embarked; 
and divested of every impediment to rapid motion. 
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OBAT. XI. aa attocopt was to I70 made, either to tun or fhroe 
the enemy's poeitdon, or to hring on a general acdon. 
A.D. irei. At aeTen o*clo<^ on the morniug o£ the lat July 
the British army had paased out of its enn&inqnaents* 
At this time the conmander-in-ohief was utterly 
ignorant of the oature of tlie onem/a works,, 64^ 
wnB not evon aware of thoir prcdso poaitloQk 
for Hyder All's caTalry had closod all aveuuos of* 
intelligenco. After mareliing (^out a mile and a 
half the works became clearly disdngnishable, ar^d 
Sir Eyre Coote spout considorable tqme in a oarofol 
reconnamance. His army was during this p«i<^ 
exposed to a distant but continuous cannonade, but. 
the English artillery did not return a single shot> 
The accidental discoveiy of a road, which Hyder 
All had made for some purpose of his own, &oili* 
tatcd the attack of the English, which was 
in two columns. The battle raged for six hours, and 
erery inch of ground was fiercely contested. ”£^ery 
individual in the Company's service” says one 
chronicler of the battle, fought as if the iate of 
the day bad depended on his single efforts.'** Tbeif< 
energy met its reward in a brilliant victory. At four 
o'clock the enemy’s line gave way, and a precipi¬ 
tate retreat fblbwod. Hyder All bad throughout 
the day viewed the battle from a small enunence, 
where, seated cross-legged on a low stool, he wit¬ 
nessed the gradual yielding and ultimate flight of 
Iw vast army. That whi<^ he saw was so much, at 
Y|^i|Ac^ with that which he had anticipated he 

*,hf;lBola oCflifi Wwia Ana, to), t, pags 197. 
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could Bcarcdly belloTe Ms s^zises; and at last, when csip. 
some of Ms followers saggestod that it was tamo to 
move, ^e intunation was met h; a torrent of that 
'vulgar id^use which always constituted the staple of 
Hydei All’s eloqnencc. A groom, whose long ser* 

Tice had conferred on him the privilege of diare- 
gardmg oeremony when danger \vaa at hand, sa'ved 
hh master from the ^to which he seemed deter* 
mined to inrite. Seizing the feet of the chief, he 
ihreed on his slippers, ohserving, os he 'thus e^pped 
Mm fbr flight, “Wo will boat them to-morrow: in the 
mcauwMle moimt your horse ” The advice of the 
ihithfal menial was followed, and Kyder Ali was soon 
at a diatanoe from the impending danger. 

The English anny engaged on that day amounted 
to ahdhteight thousand men. The army of Hyder Ali 
was at least eight timwt that number. The enemy 
hsd forty-seven pieces of cannon of heavy calibre; 
the English gnus were lighter, bat rather more nu* 
raerous—they were flfty-flye in nomber. A small 
schooner iVom the British squadron opened her fire 
npon a mass of Hyder All’s cavalry when they were 
wavering, and the broadside was fatal to adUtdn* 
gtilshed commander and a considerable nofnh^'hf < 
mem' This unexpected attack, magnified ^ 
fears df ^hose npon 'whom it was made, led them 
belie've and report that the fire of the entire squadron 
was turned upon theiQ. 

The loss of tire English In the battle of the 1 st 
of July was comparatively trilling. About three 
hundred was the total amount of both killed and 
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CHAP. XL vouadeil. Th« loss of the enem 7 o&imot be stated 
vith certainty, but it is believed that ui estimatui^ 
H at tea tbousend the truth is not exceeded^ 

A. D. \m. On tUe 22Dd of June Tippoo Sultan had Tulewed 
the aie^o cf Wandewash. On the nig;ht of thodOi^ 
of July an attempt was made to cariy theplae^.bji 
an escalade at all accessiblo points. It failed reach 
column, as it approached, was received* with a dis- 
ohav^ of ^pe, and irretrievable confUslon fol¬ 
lowed. Orders to renew the attempt at escalade on 
the ensuing day produced indications of uiutinyi the 
moral indueuee of Hyder All’s late defeat coming 
in aid of ilte discouragement occasioned by the 
foiluro which Tippoo’s attempts luul already expe- 
rioneod. On the l8tU of July Sir Eyre Coote 
arrived at Camugoly, on hie way to effect a junctioa 
with a detachment which had arrived from Bengal) 
and on the same day Tip'poo Sultan decamped &am 
Wandewaeh, leaving the garriaon the employmW 
of dostroying a number of works, which had boon 
constructed with vast labour before the design, of 
attack by esoalade liad been ^terttiined* Hyd^ 
All had made preparations for inbwoepfang 
Coote by the route > whioh. it was tszpHoted he would 
take. The Britirii general avoided them by taking 
another road, which enabled him to arrive safely at 
. Bulicat, where he was joined by the expected rein- 

fbroement. 

Thus strengthened, Sir Eyre Coote was still nn- 
^le io attempt either of two ol^ects.of great im- 
porbauce, th^ relief of Vellore or the riege of Aroot. 
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Tripa^sore^ a fbrti’ees of fiomd im|>ortaiico, socmod to cha?. xt. 
oS^r on easier acqaiisition, and on the IPfch of Augnat 
lie appeared before it. On the monuQg of the 22Dd» a 
hreaoh having been eifected. a flag of tntee appeared; 
proposing a suiTender, npou terms that Lad previously 
hdon offei'od, but vhich were now refused, audunoon- 
ditional surrender \^thin a quarter of ac hour de¬ 
manded. The instant aftor the answer was di^atebed, 
it was roportod tliat lai^go bodies of tlio enemy were 
in si^t, and on reconnoitcring, tite advanced guard 
of Hyder AH’s army waa perceived in full march. 

There was now not a moment to lose — Sir Eyre 
Coote issued orders to atorm instantly; and the troops 
had just emerged horn the trenches, when the £ag 
of truce returned with the declaration of surrender, 
and the assailants ascended the breach without op¬ 
position. On perceiving this, the enemy withdrew. 

The question which had protracted the surrender 
was, whether tlie garrison should or should uot he 
prisoners of war. TUo result hod left them prisoners; 
but to provide food for one thonsoud fbnr hundred 
men was an additional difBculty, which the eEhanst- 
ed state of the British commissanat was little able 
Sir Eyre Coote proposed to Hyder All to 
eahh^Uge them for an equ&l number of British 
hroQps^ but the Mysorean chief did not set on bis 
garrison at Tripassore suffiment valoe to induce him 
even to wish to pr^rve their lives. In answer to 
Sir Kyie Coote’s proposal, he said, The men token 
at Tripassore are faithless and unworthy; they know 
that they dare not approach me; they are your 
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•caAp. St prisoners, and I adrise you to put every one of 
them to death speedily.’* 

Hyder All had takes up the same fortunate posi* 
Uon which he had formerly occupied when oppc^d 
hy Sir Hector Munro, and there, ou the ,27^ 

A. D. 1781. Au^st, a battle was fought, the result of which vras, 
that the enemy wore driven from their position, 
and the English left in possession of the iiold. Bat 
the viotoiy therenpon claimed by the Englieli was 
not very decisive, and tho claim is contested by the 
Mysoreans, who allege the battle to have been a 
drawn one.* It rath or tended to restore to tho 
enemy a poition of the confidence which bad been 
lost by tho battle of tho Ist of July; find when, two 
days after the engagement, Sir Eyro Coote returned 
to Tripasscro, ho did not possess a day*s provisions 
for his fighting men, while the non-tnilitary persons 
attached to the camp had been without food for 
two days. Under these dispiritii^ oircumstancee, 
Sir Eyre Coote, fteeling the conviction,” says Colo¬ 
nel Wilks, that he was wasting his large store of 
chssactor, and what little remained of Hfe, by oon- 
tinning in command of troops unprovided with all 
but arms,” proceeded to the preaiden*^ to ropre* 
sent the inutility of keeping together aiA army 
incapable, want of stores, of efibeting any thing, 

and to express Ins own desire to he relieved ftom tiie 
command of it. A new governor, Lord Macart^y, 
bad arrived at Madras; his advice prevailed bn the 

* So t)HUA by Colo&el 'WiUts, who h^d 'fficeuDiQc^ the ^{y- 
sofMO wfhoiitiar, ' .. 
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TQOsm ^oldj6^ to mke further trial of the practi- oba^ si. 

oabiiity of koeplDg the arm^ together, and rendering 

its serrices beneicial. Sir Ejre Coote returned, 

and on the 27th of September, near the hill of 

ShoUngnr, onoe more put Hyder All to the rout, ^ 

haring taken him. in a • great degroo by surprise. *] 

The Loss of the enemy was beliered to be not leas 

than fire thoneaiid, that of the English was not more 

tban.a hundred. By eacrificing a largo number of his 

oar airy in charges having no object but to grin tome 

to Bocoxe the guns, Hyder All was enablod to carry 

ofT nearly all hia arriUery. The English took three 

cavaby standards and one gun, all which, togetbar 

with the honour of the riotory, Sir Eyre Goote pro- 

feased himself wiiUng to hare parted with for fire 

dayi’ simply of rice. The English army kept the field y 

for some time after this battle, principally occupied 

in endeavours to procui’e tho means of subsistence, 

and continually mlriod on this and other points by 

felse mtolligence. Lnto in November it returned a.d.17«i. 

into oantozimenta, near Madras. 

The Ti'.nglifth were now at war with the Dutch as 
. wall as the French. Sadrass and Pulicat, both 

poseeesions, had boon taken soon after the ^ 

' Xord Macartney, uid to these ware added ' 

in Oi^iober, 1781, more important settlement of 
K^l^tvn. This capture was efE^oted by a military 
force under the oommand of Sir Haotor Munro, 
aided by the fleet under Sir Edward Hughes. The 
army commanded by Sir Hector Munre included a 
detachment under Colonel Braithwaite, which had 
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CH^xi. been employed with some success in Tao^ore. 

Towaide the close of the year, Txmcomalea and 
Fort Ostenburgh, Dutch .posscBsions in Ceylon, were 
added to the conquests of the English. 

Sii* Eyre Coote hod proposed to proceed to 
Bengal, to concert, if possible, with the govemorn 
general, somo plan for relieving the anny from the 
embarrassments and privations which deprived it of 
efficiency, and wasted its enoi'gy in an unrcmlttii^ 
searcli after food. The state of his health, too, which 
hod sank under the fotiguee to which he had been 
subjected, suggested the expediency of change; but 
the dangers which threatened VoJloie, and the neces¬ 
sity of relieviflg it, deteminedthe generaJ to remain 
to poiftonn this duty in person. He rejoined the army 
A.D.ir 08 . on the 2nd of January. On the 5 th he was seized 
Tnth apoplexy, and remained insensible two hours. 
He reoov^ sufficiently to be able to march the 
next day, and on the llth arrived with supplies 
under the walls of Vellore; this being the vei 7 day 
which had been declared by the commandant to be 
the last to which ho conld protract the defence 
nnless relieved. Sir Eyre Coote commenoed his te“ 
turn to Madras on the ISeh, and arrived there on ^ 
16 th, after encountering some opposition from Hyd» 
Ali, which was promptly overcome. 

On the coast of Malabar the cause of Hyder Ali 
hw3 not prospered. The native chieft exerted th^ ' 
selves vigorously, and tie English settienlanttidf. * 
T^^^eiry waa for two years bravely defeodSd ^ '• 
means appawntly very inadequate. Early- in 178^ 
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roinfoicemoDta wriTed under Major AJjlugton, and C¥Al».Ja.. 
noc oflly waa tlie siege raiaed, but the whole of tU© 

©Ddm/a cannon, amounting to sixty pieces, aa well 
as the whole oi their baggage, fell into the bands of 
the English. But this success was oounterbalaiused 
hy ft mlsfbitune which otertook the oorpa of Colo¬ 
nel Btaithwmte in Taejore. Ibii, liko maDj other 
mischano^ which hefel tho English,‘waa attribut¬ 
able ie the fact of those who f^truislied the Britlali 
QommaDdeTS with Intel] igeace beiug the servants 
and spies of the enemy. Colonel Braitliwmtei with 
about two thousand men, encamped upon a plain, 
where bis protended emissaries assured him that be 
was secure. An intelligent native, unconnooted ^th 
army, warned him of his danger, bnb in vain: 
it woe impossible to shake the coloners in his 
ordinary channels of information; and the man who 
would have saved him baviog protested aghast the 
rejection of his advice, monntod his horse and sought 
bis own seourity in dight ^om the spot wbidi was 
shortly to be devoted to carnage. Wrapt in the 
oonddence of fancied security, Colonel Braitbwaite 
awoke not f^m bis dolumon till be found himself 
smcrounded by the army of Tippoo Sultaa. Betreat 
wss imposBible, and nearly the whole of the Eogliah 
corps was cut to pieces. The kindly stCtotions of 
the Freifoh offiom. attached to the army of Tippoo 
Sultan were, on this occasion, ag^ exerted to stop 
the indiscnminate ^ughter and to minister to the 
rebof of the wounded. 

As expedition had been dispatched from England 
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Z]. Tuxder Commodore Jo^inston and General MeadoVs, 
of which one object was to attack the Dutch eettle- 
ment at the Cape. Another expedition had been 
(Uepafcchcd from France, partly for service in the 
East, but designed In the Hist instance to protect the 
from attack; and arriving bofom the English 
oxpcdlUon, tb!a object was nttidnod. Commodore 
Johnston having made priiscs of sonic Dutch vessels, 
thereupon returned to Englaud with tliroo frigates: 
the romaining ships, togotlior with the troops, pro* 
ceodod to India. The French having left soino 
troops to Teinforcd the garrison at the Cape, pro¬ 
ceeded to the Islands, and thcro having added to 
their strength, tlioy pui*siied their course to their 
ultimate destination. 

The French fleet, nndor Mods. Sufliain, was en¬ 
countered by Sir Edward Hughes, who captured six 
vessels—none of them eliips of war, but one a trans¬ 
port, full of troops, the loss of which was a severe 
blow to the Frcuoh force. Tho French admiral, 
however, suoceedod in knding at Porto I^ovo thfiee 
thousand men, two thousand of them Europajis^ 
the remamder Afoicans. This being perfonned, he 
departed in search of a fleet of English, merchantmen, 
the arrival of which on Uie coast was reported. Sir 
Edward Hughes soon afterwards sailed to relieve 
Trincomalee, and happily fell in with the fleet for 
wUc^ the French commander was seeking. It 0 <dK 
^t)6d of aevon Indiamen and two luie-ofj>s4tlfi 
slups. ;Zhe latter the English admiral took >W3ih^hlm, 
Bsd^ puremng bis course, oame up with the French 
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fleet ebobt fifteen ieegaee fnm Trincomslee. A csaf. zr. 
soDguinAiy Isettle ensued, and teminated without 
anj decisive results, hoth floeta being too muoh> 
ori(^led to renew the contest. TTie Eng;lieb fleet 
retired to Trincomalee to repair damage; the 
French, for the same purpose, to BatUiolo, a port of 
Ceylon, etm in the posaeseion of the Dutch. 

On land, the progress of events was less &T 0 Qr> 
aMe to the English. The French fhree had joizked 
the maj of Hyder Ali, Coddalore had fallen to 
them, and the loss of that place was followed by 
that of PeitDacoll. The alllea then presented them* 
selves before Wandewash; but Sir Eyre Goote ap¬ 
proaching, they did not choose to wait bis arrival, 
but withdrew towards Pondicherry. There they were 
fidlowed by the vetemn commander of the British 
for^, who came in sight of them encamped in a 
strong position in the neighbourhood of EoUinoor. 

A movement by Sir Eyre Coots, menacing Ajuqb, 
drew upon him an attack, which ended in the dls« 
comfiture of the enemy with sovere loss. A nego¬ 
tiation had been in progress the purchase of 
Am^ but the vicinity of Hydsr Ali rendered the 
Idiladar afwd to complete jt. A few days after- 
ivrards the grmid guard of Sir Byte Ooote was dMwn 
. «L MphoftQftde and destroyed. The English 
^^fstfn^Was sow'pervaded )jj sickness to an alaiming 
' .'dOtt'next march was to Wandewaab, from 

^enoe it ^turned to the vidnity of Madras. 

The subsequent savaJ crpemriona are little more 
interesting than those which took place on land. 
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OH^< X!< The FreEch meditated an attack upo& Kegapatom, 
• hat the dosfgxk wae frustrated by the appecraaoe 
of Sir Edward Hughes. A battle took place, cod- 
iug* like so many of the naval engagements of the 
tjme> without a capture on cither 8ido> and lesv^ 
ing the claim to victory doubtful. Moos. Snifreln 
was more successful in an attack opon Trincomaleo, 
which be compelled Co surrondor. The English 
admiral anived immediately afteiwards, and, from 
the state of the Light, bdng unable to pei'ooivo tho 
eymptoms of change, stood in to the harbour. In tho 
moitkijig, the French oolonrs dying on shore, as weU 
as in tho anchorage, told distinctly by whom the 
place was ganisoned. An action between the two 
deets fbllowod, but ooncinded in the usual ]udoci> 
sive manner—the French returning to Cuddaloro 
and the English to Madras. As a naval commander, 
the French admiral, Mons. Sufirein, appears in a far 
more resectable light than most of his predocessois 
in India; but one of his acts casts upon his mamory 
a stain, for which no professional merit oah atonei 
He had proposed to lord Kacai tney a cartel for ih& 
exchange of prisoners. Some dolay took place in 
^ consequence of the necessity of referring to Sir Eyre 

/ ' Coote. The English general wished the English pii- 

sonei's in the custody of Hyder All to be included in 
^ the ezohange; but this proposal, it is believed, 

was* rejected by M. Sufirein. To whatever cause, 
however, the failme is attributable, it is certain 
the negotiation ended without any arrangement 
i being completed. M. Suffroin therenpon lauded 
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bis prisooen at Cudd3Jore, and deliberatelj traus- chap< 
ferred tbem to Hjdcp Ali, by whom they were 
marched in ehauu to Mysore. M. Suffi^in was not 
ignorant of the fato to whioh be coiuignod Ms 
wretobed prisonors. Several of hie oountrymen, 
greatly to their honour, interposed their endearours 
to sbfdce the determination of the French admind, by 
dopiotiog the horrors to which Hyder Ali’s English 
prisoners wero subjected. Their efforts were ftmit* 
les8> and M. Suf&eln doomed his prisoners to cap¬ 
tivity in Mysoro, oud hia own charactor to universal 
reprobation. ** The whole ciTillsed world,*’ says 
Colonel Wilks, “must unite in its abborrenoo of 
doUveriug to the custody of a barbarian, notorious 
Sos his contempt of” the customary laws of war 
among • civilised nations, “ prisonore entitled to , 

honourable treatment f^om an honourable enemy.*’ 

Sir Eyre Coote^s health was now too much shaken 
to permit of bia continuing louger in the state of men* . ^ 

tal and coiporeal excitement in which he had been 
placed since Ms arrival on the coast of Coromandel 
In aggravation of the toils of war, he had been en¬ 
gaged in a series of disputes with the governor of * 

Madras. Sir Eyre Coote bad been iovested by the go- ‘ f 

vttnmcnt of Bengal with extraordinary powers, very ' ; 

properly entrustod.’mth reference to some of the pi^* '' 

ties in the government of Madras, hut which tho 
general was disposed to maintain pertinaciously, and 
somewhat offenidvely,' against the claims of Lord 
Macartney, a man neither tainted with the corruption 
in which his immediate predecessors were stooped, 



270 


HIBTORV OF THE 


CBAP. XI, nor de£cieut» as thej had boas, in ability for Us high 
office. The governor waa greatly annoyed; Irat, 
having much the advantage of his opponent In point 
of temper, no direct breach took place. On the 
contrary, Lord Mac^tney invariably treated the 
general vrtth the most punctilious rcepect, though 
be occasionally euffered somo Segments of blame 
to escape him, clothed, however, in the most ccur- 
tief-hl^ terms. Occasioiially too to ventured to act 
without oonsultlng the coEamander-in-ddef. He 
thus acted in the attack on Negapatsm, the re¬ 
sult of which wfi honourable to his judgment. Bat 
such insubordination was very disagreeable to Sir * 

Eyre Coote, who was disposed to exercise hl8 
powers in a mannor which would have rendered the 
maintenance of a governor at Madras a piece of 
useless expense and pageantry. These broils were 
suspended by the departure of Six Eyre Coote for I 

’ Bengal, the command of the srmy devolving on ' 

General Stuart. 

A. p. 1782. Early in the year 1782, a Brit^^ force, com¬ 
manded by Colonel Humberstene, being partr of 
that dispatched fiom England under General Mea¬ 
dows, had landed at Calicut. They joined the 
troops previously under the command of Major' ^ 

Alrington, and Colonel Humberstonc took the cozxf- 
Qa&d of ^e whole. The reinforcGment bad bean', ,. * 

- * destined to assist in the operations in progress on 

eastern aide of India and at Ceylon; hnt the officer^ ' 
wife that Independence of authority which waeiitjf * 
themmusoal'm India, took the conise whleh has 
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ddBcril>ed. Some |iieoe«8 at first attended the chap. 
operations of this force; but it was, after a time, 
compelled to make a rapid retreat before the am^ 
ofTippoo Sultan. Colonel HninheTstone Totumed 
to the coast with about three hundred men, the 
remnant of one thousand with which he had landed 
a short time before. Colonel Mocleod had been 
sent hj Sir E^re Cooto to take the command, and 
he resisted a night attack on his posdtion bj T^poo 
Suiton with spirit and success. Fuither attacks 
were apprehended, and Sir Edward Hughes, who 
now appeared off the coast with bis squadron, joined 
Colonel Macleod with a reinforcement of four hun¬ 
dred and fifty EnropeaiiB, when circumstances were 
nnexpootedly dianged bj the sudden departure of 
Tippoo Sultan to the eastward. This retrograde 
movement was caused by the receipt of intelligence 
of. the death of Hyder Ali, who closed his ruffian 
lifo at an age not foiling short by many years of that 
of Anrangzebe. To avert confusion, it was im¬ 
portant to conceal his death till his sncoessor was 
on &e spot to maintain his dUim. The body was 
accordingly deposited in a cheat filled with aromatics^ 
and sent from the camp under an escort in a manned 
stmilftT to that in which valuable plunder was oon- 
veyed. All ik^ busing of the state went on es 
usualt and impilrers after the health of the chief 
were answered, though entremely we^dc, he was 
in a state of alow bat progressiTe amendment 
Of the few persons entrusted with the secret, 
one onlyt named Mahomed AmeeUi proved faithless. 
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CKAI. 3 p, This pewQti, who commaaded fcror thoasaiid horse» 
formed a ptoject, with some othera, to take off by es- 
sassication thoao who provisionally lidmixdateted the 
^ 7 eiTimeiit» and to assume their pewei ia the name 
• of Hyder All’s sooocd son, a young man of weak 
intellect, in whose hands empire would have, hdSi^ 
hut an empty narne* Tho plot waa detected 5 
oonapiiators seized and sent off in irons; tho belief 
that Hyder Aii still Ihed being oncoun^ed by these 
aota being represented as the consequences of bis 
personal orders. The army marched in tbp dir«v- 
tion of Tippoo Sultan’s advance, and the palanquin 
of Hydor All occupied its accustomed place, oaie 
being taken to restrain too close approach, lest the 
repose of the myal patient should be disturbed and 
his recovery impeded by noise or intermption. At 
length the illusion was dispelled hy the arrival of 
Hyder Alfs successor, who assumed the soverea^ty 
which awaited him with an extraordinary affeotaiioB 
of humility and grief, . % 

The death of Hyder AH afforded a fovouiablft , ' r 
opportunity to the English for striking a vigorous 
blow, but it was not improved. The government 
pressed upon Gfeneial Stuart the expedieni^ of th^ ^ 
immediate march of the army; hut the answer of the 
general was, that he did not believe that Hyder 
was dead, and if he were, the army would be 
for action in proper time. TherecommendaianqiJe'':' 
inaiohwas repeated, and General Stuant then dfi- 
olared himself astonished that there coulA ba/ao V; 
litUfl reflection as to talk of undertakinga against 
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the enemy in tlio actual state of the army and the 
oountry. Thus was opportunity thl' 0 ^^l away: when 
it was lost, the army was put in motion. On the 15th 
January, tbiiteen days after the orrWal of Tippoo 
Sultan in his father’s camp, and his unopposed ac¬ 
cession to the government, the English aiTuy 
made its hist march, for tho ptfipoae of coETayiiig 
proTisIons to Tripassoie, its first iutemediato de- 
p6t; and it was not till thirty-four days after tho 
arrival of Tippoo Sultan, and sixty days after tho 
doadi of Ryder Ali, that any step of impoitance *^08 
taken towards the attainment of the objects of tho 
campaign. 

General Stuart was well disposed to assume the 
extraordinary powers which bad been exercised by 
Sir Eyre Cooie; hut he had no pretence for claiming 
them, and Lord Macartney was natui'ally indisjioscd 
to yield to his desire for absolute authority. Ho ac¬ 
cordingly assumed the direction of oil military mea- 
auros, leaving to the general ouly the duty of eiecnU 
ing them. lu one of the plans most early acted upon, 
both the governor and General Stuart concurled. 
It was that for the destruction of the forts of Caran- 
goly and Wandewash; a proceeding severely con¬ 
demned by the government of Bengal, and by 
.almost every individual who has passed a judgment 
upon it. 

Two events now occuned, calculated to dispirit tlie 
English and give confidence to theii: enemies. Sir 
Eyre Cooto, having improved in healfcli, returned to 
Madras in the Company’s armed ship lUsdlidicmi 
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CRAP. XI. which boTO also a liuge supply of mouey. Towai'da 
the close of tUo Toya^ the RcsohUx&n was chased 
(liubig* two days aud nights by & French sliip of 
tho lino. The anxiety of the gonoml kept him 
constantly on (lcclc> where the excessive boat of tho 
(lay mwl tho heavy cUmi>s of tho night, comhinod 
with tho agitation consucpicnt an tlia cu'cumstanees 
of tho voyage, gave to his enfeebled hunno a shock 
fi‘om wUicJi imtiiro was iinablo to rocovoi*. TJio ship 
arrived in safety at Madras, and two days aftonvords 
Sir Eyre Cooto expired.* 

iho other event referred to was the orrivid of M. 
Bnesy, to toko the command of tho Frcncii traops iii 
India, accompanied by rcijiforoomenLs from tho Isle 
of Finjico. Gei\oml Stuait had token up a position 
to the south of Cuddaloro: M. Bussy took his on 
a spot not fhi' distant, and began to ciect field-works, 
with groat skill and rapidly. Hoie lie was attacked 
A. D. 17BS. by the English, on tho 19th of Juno, with success, 
part of tho French works being caiTiod, and several of 
their guns token. On tho day on which this condlot 
took place, the deet under M. SufPi'em made its ap> 
pcaiunce, and a few days afterwards, having Toccived 
on board twelve hundi'ed men from tho force under 
M. Bussy, on action with the English fleet took place. 
The flght was msintained with much spirit, and closed 

* Sir £719 CooM cooimocded Ib an oDiinost d«gra« tba 
spect aad ftffectkn of tho Nttiva tcoops. Culonel Will» 
tbat porCnit of Sir Eyre Coots was bung up Id the Bx* 
cbojige at Mudru. and that bo sepoy wIm bad serred uadcr 
him erer entered the room witiiout mablag hit obcusnce to Coocc 
Bidiodur. 
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at night in the manner; both partitss chap. xi. 

being aovorely crippled, while neither had gained 
any decided advantage. On the following day Sli* 

Edwaid Hughes sought to renew the battle, but in 
vain, and being unable, fix>m the state of hjs ships 
and the want of water, to romain where ho was, he 
reluctantly boro away ftir the Madras roada M. 

SoBiem now rotumed the twelve hundiod men, 
wbo bad been fninishcd by M. Bussy, and landed 
from the fleet two thousand four lumdrod moro. 

Thus strengthened, tlic French general, on the 
25th of Juno, mado a vigorous sortie with bis 
best tivops. The attack on the English trenches 
wod pushed with vigour, but not a single point was 
forced, and the French sustained a heavy loss.* 


* An iacidoit connected with tius Attach, and wliieb, ia addi> 
tioQ to Ihe inWreAt derived from its romantie ebnraeWr, maritt 
notice, from the lustoricd repubition of one cf tho portiea, ie diua 
related by Colosd Wilke: " Among the wounded prieoDcn wte 
Q young Freoab Mijeent. who eo particular^ attracted the notice 
of Colonel Waxtgenbciie. commandant of the Honoreriaii troope 
io the English eervicei by hia intereeting appearance ctnd oemnen. 
that he onlered the young tout to he oooTcyed to hie own tents, 
where he was treated with attention and kiodnesa until Lis recovery 
and relesae. Many years afterwards, when the FTeacK amy. 
under Benadocte. entered HanoveTi Oencral Wangeoheiis. among 
others, attended the levee of the conqueror. * You have served 
a great deal,' said Bemadotte, on his being presaated, * and. as 
I undcreUnd, In India.' * I have served there.' 'At Coddalora i ' 
* 1 was there.' ' Have you any rocoUeetion of a wounded seijeant 
whom yon Cook under your protection in the course of that 
aertice V The clrcamstuco was not immediately pressat to tiic 
general's i but on recollection, be resomed: * I do. indeed, 
remember the eircuinst&iiee. ^ very fine young [man be was, 
I have entirely lost eight of him ever eisee ■, but it would give 
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CHAP, nh A brief letrospect of tbe progress of tlio war on the 
A.P. 170. western sde of India during tbe year 1788 will now 
be expedient. On the nows of the adponoe of CCippoo 
Sultan, tho goTormnent of Bombay bad dlspatohed 
General Mathews with a force for the relief of Colonel 
Humberstone, at Panioni Tippoo Snilan hod'with' 
drawn boforo Ms arrival, and several places of sooiu 
iiD])ortancc fell almost without roslstonco into tho 
hands of the English. On hccomiug aoctuaiutod 
with tlie death of IJydor Ali, tlio government of 
Boznhay sent positive orders to Genoml Mathews 
to discontinue all operations on the coast, and make 
an immodiato push for Bednore. According to 
altnost invariable practice, tho gonoral and tho go¬ 
vernment under which he acted took diUbioDt views. 
He protested against the orders which bo bad 
received, but proceeded to execute them with 
promptness, almost amounting to precipitation. 
Bednore surrendered on terms; Mangalore, and 
some other places, also yielded on capitulation; 
hut a few it was necessary to carry by the sword. 
Among tho latter was AnantporLS whore tho English 
assailants wore accused of having acted with great 
harharity. A largo part of the enonnitics ascribed 

me ple&rure Co betr of his wel&re.' ' That joueg Mojeastt* uld 
Benuidotto, ‘ was Uie person who bu now the honour Co address 
70D, who is happy io this poUic opportuniCy of ochnowledgiog 
the ohligntion, and will omit ao mews within his power of Cetti' 
fyiag hi» groCiCnde to OtnenJ Wangenheim."’ The ledoanc 
hod become one of the moot disClngnlahed of the gooeraJj of 
France—it is almost unaeccasary Co nmind th« reader that he 
subseqaenCly attained Che exereiao of ecwermgn power In Sweden. 
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to them wei'e absolately false; a portion, which ciiap, jj. 
aeems, unhappily, to be true, is aaciibable to a con- 
fllct of authorities, arinug out of the imeettleil dr- 
oumetanccd of the tiines, which M the English to 
boiiovo that they wei'c subjected to troacheiy,* 

Dcdnoro was retained by tbo English about three 
months. Tippoo Sultan ratumod rrom the Car- 
iiatio with a force which Grenera) MatUev's was !n no 
condition to resist; and oil the SM of May the Eng- 
iish gmiisou marched out of Bednoi'c, on conditions 
dictated by the conqueror. These conditioM Tlppoo 
Sultan found a protext for violating, and having 
charged the English officois with ouiichiiig them¬ 
selves by the plunder of the public treasury, ho 
marched them off in irons to distant placos.f 

Tho next effort of Tippoo Sultan was diiocted to 
the reduction of Mangalore. It was ably defendc<l 
by Colonel Campbell, and after suBtamlng a pio- 
traeted siege, was unezpoetedly relieved from a part 
of tbo besieging force by tbe arrival of ne>^ of the 

* A story, for ooroo tine bdievad, and wbioh Lob found a 
pennimeat record m the Aanusl lUgutcr of 17$8, of the Damcre 
of four hundred he«ucihil vomen. has not tho slightest foandohoa 
in truth. 

t A i&ifiutn icvostigatioii of charge vcnild occupy nods 
^oce without any adequate advantage. The uttiTe ^vemor of 
Bodnore hod ctrtamly prodded amply for hiauelfoat of its treasury, 
though he lost a large part of bis acqoisltioDa in hie flight from bla 
master. It was pretty generally believed that Qenertl Mathews 
was not indisposed to unprore his fortune ; but that ofltcer, lo a 
memorandum drawn op dortog his captivity, declared tito govern' 
ment indebted to him for advances from bis private resoorces, to 
tho amount of 38,000 nipoea. 
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CHAP. XI, coneluaion of peace between England and Fi'ance, 
It ip Baid tbat the oommonication of thie iuteUigence 
waa defened for ten daye» during which the etege 
was hotly preaaed. Tippoo Sultan wM bowUdored by 
the loss of his European Glenda, and not Vnowing 
what to do, consented to an (umistlco, ox tending to 
Mangalore, Onorc, and tlio Ilrltish forts in Mala^ 
har. 

On tho eastern nde of India, the intelligence of 
peace in Bui’ope orriTcd immediately nftoi* tlio un¬ 
successful sally made by M. Bnssy on tho Englidn 
But peace betwoon the condictiug authorities of 
Madras thero was none. Genoml Stuart, always 
anxious to possess the extensivo powers oi\joyc(l by 
Ills ju'odccossor, Iiad requested tlint a corj>6 under 
Colonel FnUu'ton should be placed tuidcr his orders. 
The application was compHod with reluctantly, aud 
the general woe enjoined not to uso tho discretionary 
power with which he was invested, except in case of 
tugent ncccaaity. Such a case, he alleged, ocomrod, 
and he instructed Colonel FuUarton to raoTe to¬ 
wards him. The government, at the same time, 
issued ordora directing Colonel FuUarton to move iu 
a dlfferont direction. Embarrassed by these coiitro- 
dictory instructions—one set emanating iinni tho 
civU authoiity, which ho was at all times bound to 
obey, another from tlio chief military authority, who 
had a right to command him in coso of einorgouoy 
— Colonel FoUarton luid only to make choice of 
whom he should disobey. Ho chose to violate the 
instructions of his government; and probably ho did 
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weU, acting on the preatunptioD that General Stuart cuap. xi. 
would Dot I'equire hiB eervicee if they “were not ne- 
oessaiy. But the conduct of Goneml Stuart> on this 
and various otJier occasions, had given great o^nec 
at the president, and he wns summoned to repair 
thither to explain or justify his disobedience. He 
manifested no more alacrity in obeying tbls than 
fomor ordei^ from the same authority, hut at last 
proceeded to Madras, where the various points of 
dispute wore fiercely discussed. Piually, the govei*- 
nor propoaod the dismissal of the general, nud the 
other members of committee concurred. Tbo de¬ 
nounced officer, however, avowed his determiuation 
to retain the command of the Meg's troojis, not- 
witbstaoding the decision of the government; and 
Sir John Burgoyne, the second officer ia rank, de¬ 
clared ^at he should obey the orders of General 
Stuart. The dispute was cut short by the government 
arresting Genera! Stuoxt, and detaining him as a pri* 
sonoi’ till aa opportunity offored for his proceeding to 
Erkgland. It is remai*kablo that the officer, against 
wliom tho government of Madras felt necessitated 
to adopt a measure so severe, should have been the 
some who, some years before, had executed the revo¬ 
lutionary orders of the jwyority in council, by arrest¬ 
ing the then governor of Madras, Lord FIgot.* 

* Tbo lingnkr fortose frf Oecenl Stunrt is said to ban cahed 
into Botioo all the light wit tbat Madna could master io the ma- 
aufacCure of epigiame. The Mcemd loc of Mahomet AU ie re¬ 
ported to bare recorded hie riev of the affair in the best EagUeh 
whioh lie could command. 
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B 7 the terms of the amdstice coDcluded ^ith 
Tippoo Sultazii ou the veetern side of India, ar> 
nmgemonts Tvere mado fbr the periodical supply of 
Mangalore 'witli provisions. These arraugemente 
\rcre rendered inoShetivo by the most scandalous 
ovasioue on the port of tlie bosiogcT 8 > vho continued 
moreover to cariy ou tlioir works without respect to 
the engagements sohslsting botwcon them luid tbo 
besioged. HoBof was anxiously exp octocl in Manga- 
loro &oni Bombay; but fi'om some canscs, wluoli it 
is difficult aatis&ctorily to explain, nothing efihotive 
> 7 as done. Tlus supineness has been ascribed to 
respect for on article in the pi'oliminajioa between 
England and France, in which it was stipulated that 
four months should be allowed to tho belligerent 
power's of Hindostan to accede to tho pacification. 
The goveinmcnt of Madras gave notice of tliis arti¬ 
cle to Tippoo Saltan’s poliCica) agent, and thought 
fit to date the commencement of tbo period of four 
months from the 2nd of August. A singular Zibo- 
raJity wos displayed in fixing this date, as Tippoo 
Sultan had acknowledged being acquainted with the 
peace twenty-four days before tho 2nd of August, 
and it was believed that his knowledge might have 
been dated ten days eaxlior without inflicting on 
him any wiong. But it is of little importance to 
argue when the four months allowed to the Indian 
belligerents for consideration ought, in ronson, 
have commenced, for Tippoo Sultan did not at any 
time abstain from hosdle proceedings—he disre¬ 
garded alike the general stipulation contained iu the 
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preliminaries between England and France, asd tbe cfUP. xi. 
special convention concluded with himflelf. It was 
absurd to suppose that one part 7 sbould be bound 
bf conditions which the other sot at naught—that 
the English were to abstain from means of defence 
as woll as of offcnco during four months, while Tip* 
poo Sultan was at liberty to prepare, unchecked, 
measurce for their destruction: bnt into this shear- 
dity the British autboriti^ on the weetom aide of 
India fell. Evan when the eacred four months ex- 
]urod th^ 'voro not prepared effectually to lulievc 
Mangalore. Oa the day which, according to their 
own view, found them at liberty to act vigorously, 
they wero unprovided with the means of suc¬ 
couring the place. On the 1st of December a 
squadron was off Mangalore, but they were destitute 
of water, and oh but one ship departed on that day; 
that solitary one, on board of which was Briga¬ 
dier-general Macleod, following on the 2Dd. Some 
inadequato supplies were subseqnently thrown in, 
but they appeal* to have passed under the pro- 
vislone of the armistico with Tippoo Sultan, which 
he was eveiy horn* breaking. At length the distress 
of the ganison became extreme. The salt meat was 
uneatable, the biscuit swarmed with vermin, and sea 
scurvy, the consequence of this loathsome and un¬ 
wholesome food, raged thronghout the garrison. 

•The sepoys had neither salt nor coudiment of any 
kind \ blindness, alleged to proceed from tlie con¬ 
sumption of rice without any antiseptic acldirion, 
seized vast numbers. Twr^tbirds of the garrison 
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CHAF. XL were ux (md it w&a not unusual tixe mon 

to drop down on parade in the i?am endeaTiWi 
A.D. Wi. to shoulder arms. On the 28rd of January it 
seemed hnpossihlo Zongor to protract this state of 
sufTorlng with any adequate advantage. Nogotia* 
tiou was opened; on theSOtb, ai'ticles of ca]dtu]a- 
tioii wcie agteed upQu> but uot signed till tlio 80th. 
In the intciTal, Colonel Goixlon avrivud with two 
ships containing a mouth's provisions. Had thoso 
airlvcd earlier the siogo might have been prolonged; 
but now the articles woro agreed upon, thongh not 
signed, aud Colonel Campbell would not recode 
h'om that to which his ihith was pledged. The 
garrison were peimittoil to march to ToUichcry with 
mins» acoutremente, und the honeurs ef war., Tlte 
gallant officer who, after nobly dofen^ling for mony 
months a place of no great sti’ongtli against a vest 
aimy, had, on its surrender, obtmncd for hunaelf and 
his mon teims rarely granted, did not long sm'vive 
tho fatigues and anxie^ to which ho had boon sub- 
joetod: he died on the 28rd of Mai'cb, in the same 
year. 

About the middle of October, Colonel Fullarton, 
who, after his march in the direotion of General 
Stuart's army, bad returned to the soutliwux), re¬ 
ceived mtolllgenoe of the insolent violation of the 
convention of Mangalore, and he in consecpience 
moved on to Poligaut, witli a view to efiect a junc¬ 
tion with a force commanded by Geueral Macleod. 
Paligaut sustained a short and vigorous siege, but 
fell suddenly and unexpectedly. Captain M&tland, 
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being on duty in the trenchde, took adv&ntoge of a 
lieavy fall of rain to drive the enemy from the 
oovflrod way which was not pali8aded> and pursuing 
the fugitives through the first and second gateway, 
the garriflon wore atmek with panic, and imme¬ 
diately surrendered. 

The anticipated co-oporation of Gezreral Maoleod 
in tho relief of Mangalore it was found could not bo 
obtained. TolUcUery, which was relied upon for 
provlaiona and storoe, could afford neither; the 
troops undci* Genoral Macleod could not he for- 
nifiliod witli field equipage in loss than two months, 
and the state of the country presented insurmount¬ 
able difficulties in the way of a rapid advance. 
Colonel FuUarton bod therefore to determine on 
a ciew cou 2 ^> and with a view to the ultimate expO' 
diency of odTancing on SeringapataiD, whore it was 
understood disofTection prev^Iod, he proceeded to 
tbo capital of Coimbatore. Here Mb progress was 
ariestod by inetructioDS from comndsaioners pren 
cooding to the court of Tippoo Snltan to negotiate. 
Tlu»o instiuctionfl required the colonel not only to 
suspend lus operatlone, but to abandon ail his con¬ 
quests and to retire within the limits possessed by ^e 
Kn gli ah on the 26th of the preceding July. Such 
instruotiops wore, to say the least, pi’omatnrely given 
—they were founded on an assumption ** that the 
cessation of arms appeared to have been difitmhed 
in partial Izrstances by aooidental circumstances, and 
without any authority from government on either 
aide,” when it was notorious tlmb it had been sys- 


ciiiP- xr, 



284 


BISTOftT OF THB 


CHAP. XI. UmatieftUy violated hy Xippoo Suitan himself. It is 
iocoiuisteQt ^tb the ordinarj dut^ of a soldier to 
inquire whether he wiU obey lawful orders or 3iot, 
and to exercise a discretion which la not entrusted 
to him. Colonel Fullerton departed so far horn 
genoial inlo os to dotoiniine, whiio yielding obe¬ 
dience to that put of liis rccout instractiui^s which 
required him toaus]>ond furtlicr operation^ to aliatidn 
ftom carrying into effect tho romoindw, and ho cx- 
preesod lus intention to retain all his conquoeto till 
the receipt of ^ulber orders. In extenuation of this 
irregularity} it is to he ui*ged that he know tho orders 
which bad been conveye<l to him to have originated 
either in a gross ignoiance of facts or in gross weak¬ 
ness. 

The commissioners ontored on their dutieSr and 
tbei^c was appu’Cntly not much difference in the 
views of tlie opposite negotiatoi’s. Mutual restitu¬ 
tion was to bo the basis of peace« but the order 
in wliich tho readtutiona were to take place 
gAvo lisc to much discussion. Tho English pro¬ 
posed that aU places captiirod by cither paity to 
the eastward of the Ghauts should in tho first in¬ 
stance bo restored; that I’eloase of all tho Eng- 
lisli prison 61*8 should then follow; and /inally, on 
the English beiug satisded that this condition bad 
been ibithfally executed, that exchongos of all 
places captured on the western coast should bo 
mode. Mangalore hod not yet fallen, and the 
agents of Tippoo Sultan demanded that its sur¬ 
render sliould precede the icleose of tho English 
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prisoners, pledg:ing their iaitli for the due ftdfilmeiit chap. xi. 
of the latter pitivision. The first commifisioner, Mr. 

Sadleir> 'vos ready to assent to this arrongement; 
the second, Mr. Staunton, had no such confidence 
in the good fiutU of Tippoo Sultan, and ho refused 
to comply. In this situation, the question could 
only bo decided hy a refei'ence to government, and 
its decision was most properly given in favour of the 
opiniou of Mv. StOunton. At tho same time, a third 
mcxnbor, Mr. Huddleston, was added to the com¬ 
mission. In tins instance the government acted 
wisely; thoy subsequently acted weakly. They ro- 
solved to enfbrco tho orders of the oommissionors 
for Colonel Fullerton to abandon his conquests, aud 
retire within the limits prescribed by bis previous 
instruotions: Colono) FuUarton obeyed. On bis 
march, be met the celobratod missionary, Swarts, 
who Imd been requested to assist the commissioners 
in the capacity of an interpreter, and was on his 
way, for the purposo of entering on this dnty. Even 
this single-minded and peaceful man could not re&aiu 
from expircssing his astonishment at the orders given 
to Colonel Fullerton. “ Aud is the peace so certain/’ 
said be, '* that you qmt all before the negotiation is 
ended I The possession of these rich countries would 
have kept Tippoo in awe, and inclined him to reason¬ 
able terms. But yon quit the roins, and how will 
you manage the beast!’* The Colonel could only 
answer, I cannot help it.** It yet remained for tho 
government to bear witness against its own folly, 
credulity, and i)Tecip!tanoy, and this was done. 
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. TCI. Colonel Full&rton bad not entirely ^filled his for¬ 
mer oi'deit, wlicn lie rocoived countoiHirders, re¬ 
quiring Lim to rotdn possoittioii of oil that had not 
previously been given up, until he roeeivod furlhcr 
inetructione. 

The coimolseionors had hitherto troatccl ouly 'viUi 
Tippoo Sultan’s eorvante at a diKtanco from their 
master. In thuir progiess tovarda the cajuj) of 
the Mysorean chief, thoy were mibjoctod to every 
inconvcnionce and indignity which could he de¬ 
vised. They were conducted by routos almost im- 
pasanblc, and soveraJ of their camels perished. 
Their jouniey was so regulated as to keep pace witli 
the progress of famine at Mangalore, and when only 
twenty inUes distant from that place, tlscy wero met 
hy a letter from tho Sultan, informing them that, 
at the earnest dcsii'e of Colonel Campbell, lio ha<1 
agreed to take ohugo of tho fort. Aitivod in the 
camp of the insolent Mahometan, tho tent of ooeb 
of tho commissionors was giacod by the oi'oction 
of a gibbet in its front. Theii' commurucationa with 
thoir countrymen in the sliips lying in the roods 
were placed under restraint; and the oommissiouors 
Icoiiiod that several British prisoners, including 0 cue- 
ml Mathews, bad beou murdered by the tyrant, into 
whose power thoy hod fallen. It was not unnatural 
that they should become apprehensive that the 
gibbets wei'e erected \ntSi intentions beyond that of 
mere insult.* 

* It has beoarcportocl chat tho commissiaoen meditated eienpo. 
for which thoy could aot incur much blunej but tho urcumsCanocs 
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It tvould bo botb tedious and nBoIeaa to pursue the cbai, 
couTSd of tbe no^tiation through all Its tortuous 

under «hleh the deii^D wu eotemmed ut leid to have been 
cxtreordinarr. Anameiveof Chomiegtreabf Co!oael Wflbi but 
u the offidd roeonle of the tliuo eontdo no wcount of the bvoe.. 
nodon, it hue not been thought proper to ineert eji? pert of the 
dotnlla In the text. Hio eubjeot, however, ie too ourioue to be 
oltogedior peeeed over, uul the following eeoouot ii etated by 
Golonel Wilke to rtit " cs high end hioontrovortlble authority/' 
living et tho time of the pubhoUlon of hie lecond volume (Juno. 

1617). T^ieit outhorlty ie uodentoe<l to have been Sir Ihomiu 
DuUm, the oommender of the comnieeiooBrf' CMort. '* Mr. 

Swutz. tho ioterproter provided for the eommliiioneni wne 
fbroibly prevented from joining them: nelthar the/ nor any 
of their diplomatfe auite uiuteretocd eiUior of tho eotmtry 
languDgei; and the native interpreter! Venoaty lUngia. wu 
one day taken flJ. and unable to oAdate. Under thou eir* 
eumataaoei! the oommleeioneri bod reeouna to a menial lervant 
of the offloer oonnuading the woort, to he the medium betwoes 
tlio two etatee in tbie Important diplcoiacy. On the eveulag of 
tho laraa day thie man cone to bie maetcr'e tont la tho greatoet 
apparent alarm, aald that he had intaUignooe of tho moat urgent im* 
portaneo to oommunlcate! and ewm bogged that tho condloe might 
ba oxtingniihod to pravent obeervation. Thaw precautiona bdsg 
takoii! he proooaded to rukte that, ofter being kept otaodisg for 
aovenl houn intarpratiQg between theeomxniieionoraaad Tppoo'e 
S)iaietors» Coding himeelf mnch fotigned! be lay down without the 
toat wall I and after the dijmieuon ofetrangee. and theretbemant 
of ti )0 Mulor commiuioner, he beard tba twoothor oommia^nere 
cliKUiei&g And amoging a plan for nmoving on board ilUpi 
wbare th^ would have at leant the advantage of pereoDtl eafoty 
in conducting tliair n^tiatlone > tho arraagementa for embarkaticai 
ware to be oonduotod with the nCmoet eeerecy. tod to be adjuated 
on the eoamng day by the aurgaon, Mr. Faleouer. by meaoi of a 
pretext for getting on ehip.boardi wldob woe tleo related. Tbs firet 
comxDiiaioDer was only to be apprized of it by their calling at hie 
tent on tbdr way to the boat, and giviog him the option of ao- 
eompanying tiiem ; the meort end aUendanO were to be left to 
tiieir fate, and the only pereooe In the eecret were to bs dis two 
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CHAT. XI. bindings. Itra&y acffice to eay tli&t aa the arroganoo 
and InaoloDco of Tippoo Sultan had h&en OQoouivgdd 

coicmU^oiim tnd Fa]ooaeri|ehe memory gf the Uriiig Mr- 
roAr doee not enable atnte ^bather tbe aecnttry 'nealao 

included). A Cuthfol l^ce of miny years and a oonaldoeable 
portion of sagacity gere weight to the atatemeut of tbe Mrvanti 
and the master remd to roat, and to redact on what vraa proper 
to bo done. .dTbo next morning, at broeJeraet. Mr. Fnloonor 
pcared Id be suddenly taken ill; it WM necoseory tliaC lio should 
be sent On aUp*board to be blod. A boet woj Aj)pliod for and 
obtEkined for this apociel urgency, imd lie cmborlccd. All tJua 
minutely accorded with the ^n n|>ortod by the eermnt on 
predsding night. ,^e dffioer dieHnctly eav the first 
part of the project In ^eration. on^ .immediately after breakfast 
assembled tho mllUary officers of the escort, consisdog of four 
besides biraself, including the aid>de*cainp of tho commisKoners. 
He i^iprised them of nil facts with whieb he was acquainted j 
stated hia own deteminaHcn not to desert his men i but observed 
Co )J>em tlkat (be case wa^eoullar and nearly hopsJeas; that they 
were ell bound by Jp4).of affinity or of ^endaliip to one or other 
of the oomipisvoDsrs, potithat m elrcumstaneea so dcaperats he 
should eAtibt aS mili^y obedience, bat leav« to each tlio fm 
option of acting as he sbotdd AlAlcgf^ptdieae. All instantly 
declared ditdr determisAtioa to affiiere to their daty end obey hia 
orders, wlukttrcr they might be« He awaited tho return of the 
surgeon ja the evening, aud tbe foPondag conversation oaiued 

Officer.—Well, Fbleoner, how has tbe bleeding answered ^ I 
hope yen feel better ^ 

F,<—Very much better; 1 wo^ so sea<uck going on board, that 
bkedbg was found wmeceesary.'^ 

Officer.—I am glsd to hear that yon are so much recovered: 
but when does the boat come on ahora to carry off tbe commie* 
aionera^ 

P. (turning pale)-—Wlkot boot ? 

Officer.—I could act Lavs suspected you of active coflcurrejico 
in a plan for deserting your fHoads. 

F.^ln God’s aane. how came you acquainted with it f 

Officer.—That'^ Mother, nf^ir—it is enoi^h for yon thnt I 
know It (and then recited the particulan of the plan). 
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by Qa tiidii schttAg^eBi ^ tk} JHsdnte g^erattieQty obip. XT. 
flo t&Q vi^otiiODB «f A Mdw Ud 

F^T^ktbotaa4ttdIJ:>«»9A&i^«2tig(SEpedn^lnm^ltt « 

1 am not at tall 7 m tifa partioq^tkDff^ • •> ^ 4 ^ ' 

Ofioflr.—Ukaa. Too.ta^'TeaiMKi, if jntflboOMf ta tl# tofltfdip 
aionen. ^4 nppnfo.ikaiBy uthdaaqua] 9f MUi ^i W fl y u i W 
that 1 nii^ ifKfbef ak (hkr igftol taKlara^^A oteoV'dd tty « 
dui7t9tMtraop»«biiifriMt«a7 pRK«^ 

onsbasbttiaa 1 he^v W lav the Ivt pflHh Ibto 

mj acymelf hiM oniam to gire a* prtdae Vd I * 

ba?e s fortyttddbd in ito^nes md; to aaaaan^verCht 119 
oad OTBTp paraoQ who rfnll attamott claaideatiaa 
'* Tha Burgws departed, ndabl^iiiprwarda tire edw dom«> 
ntuliag the aaoon wia aenj^^. a4d th 9 . 

aeeood ocmmltaioner that ticrj w«c|[ylittShHr et adtoSeg ^ 
eioa{«, or of aay yaneo giAag da board ab^.^^MtoriMafka. 
Ttd.u-pagwfl6-^t7« > '•'• ^ ' < 

dach tttu«BocuiivgfAiAy 4 ti^ 
ef 9 £ilisgiifd»d(a£AaP‘iidKrwu ^ 

theohegedfUitfoaai&sredt ai^lirbo belief l^nlf to luiTe bm ^ 
the inatromane of dalkitmg the deasgtieiteBc^. bjpoper. 
howeter, tb add. that the aee&r^^ CVlMp^ fu oife in* 
pugned bf one of the it Mr. Hadleeecn» after 

niMog from aarriGe in l&duSld tcaincd die office of ^•dneetov of 
theBatt-India CoT^aap. Tbo atdlibeDt^^t^^’Wflfiaexoilaid 
OMiMdttahle attevtioa anct^t^to l 9 il^|likg'i&iiiceMRtofah£al 
aAira. wbah ww extaoded dfet l^o&d ‘fiaHTehidi^rJhe pohrted 
notice token of the eohjeot ia eas of tlie4lad9g^iete«’« Ada, 
geneeal oeiirt of tiie Propriebn oyke ||^1adla OottpiSjfv Mid 
ea the. IStii of Maaob, Iftlft, MAdume referred t> the oh 0 | 6 / 
twAa^HWodifiliepe tbap Mr.* f^dhsattiv 
it. ?afcvgbdiwtq 6 yi> net ftm m actnal tfmroet * 

of XQrecCcrqb the dUoual^ haupoOiir^ 

Dial year of ejohuionfrott offiisl^zrdbTtfle priMa||M df the Uj^ 
hut the* aaadjtiuAaVims tfrpfSiAiiig, and it fi||p>eea aireged 
tbat» if heoevfdnotrebettlie oba^rhd re* elected. 

To meet the hoztfediite-dMtger.'hfr^'TTadlcM geoeril court, 

pubUflif deoiad^e fttth nflhr rbiii'|'iT|^i1 pr^aed fo prepare, 
in due time, a i^tmlad reftittti^on. wtf coMpthM, a 

VOL. n. > 0 * 
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CHAP. remits. On the 11th of Mey the long pending 
A.xTTjsi. treaty was slgQod. It was hosed on the prinolple of 

^Cter from Six Tbomaa Dallar^ppeond m ^ Auado Joonutl 
{^ay, ISIS), tn’ir’-irffchiminlf to be tbe uumsuit of OokocI 
WUka, end repe&tisg^e etateaeat contained in the Hiabny. 
At a general gxmrc, held on the 17tb June» Mr. Kudleeton'e de» 
&aeej which bad been traneblt^ to the Court of BireAest ahoxit 
e forirugbtJnCoro, vu read. It waa of oxtracrdiiiary Iraglb. but 
tbo prio flip^ pMOta of dsfrooc vraro tiie foUofiog. To ehcv tbo 
iDpabbabi^f^ the atoiy told to Sir Thomaa Dallaa by hii native 
^rvan^ MjA&dleaton atiM that the only teat m which the 
tervan^ould^ave been intei^Btiog, or the ooanniiiionera nego- 
dahng^vai I^poo ptibUo durbar teot, end he argned 

that thia waa not ag^ace to prepaid aecret plot. He repTceented 
tl^ anprobabUIty of the drat coauaJewner, Mr. Sadletr. being 
kept in ignonmOl of each a plot ^it had exlated. and referred to 
^ 0 letter addresee<l to CapUin Scott, commander of a ahip in tho 

Mangalore Roeda. which waa ^gned by the drat comminicncr. 
^ l^hioh letter advKled b a elgnal to be made on ahore, for a pur* 
■ poee widely nom nn eaceg^ of the comnuaaioncre, but 

vbioh« U appeared* General Maoleod, who had become acquainted 
wib OTTepm of ait intended eacape. bad auppoecd Co refer co 
nob a design. Although ft h)d stated that the plan was a 
matter of geoeral convoreatiaD*fit l«dra>> Mr. Hudleaton denied 
that he had eeap hMgd of In addition to these points, Mr. 
Hudleston diverged Int^ nacyiothftra little conneoCed wkh the 
mam charge. .He defended the peace which had been negoNsOd 
by the coGandvoi^m.<9i£i7ned (hat he and bis ooUesgnss had 
been treated by TippoOjMtanwiChgreatcourte^. and revived an 
explanation, which had been ^Ten^any yean before, of the erec* 
lion of th^j^bets^which, he said, were nised not to strike terror 
into the commisal&ners, but for tbe use of some rebellious sub- 
foots of Tjppoo Sultan, who bad thereon (heir crimes. 

tike I6th^ December the sbbjecC esmo once more under tho 
notice of thei^eneral court, and a vote of continued contidenoe 
la Mr. HudlMton was passed unanimously, ba having, in April. 
becXtjU'Sfeoted&director witiioat opposition. Out the di ecu aeons 

is tba conrU oSks Ea^^odfo Company farmed only h portion of 
^ o<miove7^ Sir Tom^ Balias pub h ahed a seoood letter In 
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a restitution of conqnesta, but no ootapene&tiou was chap. xt. 
obtained for tbe atrocioua treatment of tbo Bngljah 

the Aeicitio Journal for October, ISIS, in vhi^ he oleiaed to hAve 
exereised ** much tbechleeeferbeAmice.",abd complained of Mr. 

KudleetoQ^j *' uoaccoontabla w&nt of nemoryon g om e hie 
minute eod difiheo reeoUecUone on otbere, %nd the slruige licesMe 
he liad gi^ to Me pea/’ In tUe Sir Tbomae PiIlLi dented 
thet ell tbe negotutione of thecoamue^onoe took pleoem Tippoo 
Solbn'e tent; e&d elErmed (on tbo euthcdty of Geoetal MecelU- 
ter, lieuteaeot end adjutant of tbe escort, ns well u on Us own), 
that they wete usually eemed on »tber in anoUier teill, in Tippoo 
Sultan's eaup, or m die pubUe tent of the eommisUcneip. He 
defended the character of liU nadvesecvtnt, and shewed how his 
atotomeut was corroborated by Str TborsM Dallas's sobse^ent 
conversation with Mr. Palconsg: he quoted the testimony of Oo* 
lonel Bruce that he had beard several timee tom Mr. CoBins 
Jaokeen, eeoretary to the eoonUaonenf a statcmniu correepond- 
ing, to Hus beet of Ui recolQbtioa, with that of Oolooel Wilbi i 
and bsmfecredto awock, entitled ''MemQ|p of |hfi WarmAtia,*f ^ 
first published in 1788, and pi afnag throogfa a lecond edition in 
the euocetding’ 7 aaF> in whieb the foUowiHg passage occncred: 

'‘The ooDnusstonen, now apprahensive of dtilidg, like so many of 
their countrymen at Btdenem by pUson. formed a project to leave 
their numeroue train heUndthem. end make tiiev eiespe to Tel* 
licberry. Tbe pojeot nuioarried, and they oontinnod bt the elato 
of impBBoned men, labounog for their own extrioatioa from ini* 
sunent danger.'' Colonel Wflks tleo published a letter, in which, 
among other imtementi, he alleged that, before the publication of 
bis history, he had ondesvuured to obtain an intornew with Mr, 

Hndleston, with a view to procure Infcrmstion on verioni pmnts, 
hvbin vaiOf'Mr. Hudlnton declining on account ofi ^ want of 
memoiy, and tefeningUm to another person. Tinellyi^r. Hud- 
leaton addressed to tiie editor of the Aaintio Journal (Deoeent 
ber, 1818 ) a Uttor, occupying thirteen closely arated pags4‘ 
in small type, in which ho maintsiiu tiinfe tile nq^stiona were 
aiwayi conduotsd in Tippoo Snltah'a toot, with the nfiusfers of 
that prince, but etatos tiiat certain ecmmunialsons wore inter* 
changed with penons called vaiMlt, Itv other places; and be 
affirms that he vss ignorant of the passage qnoted from the 

U2 
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CHAP. SI. pHsonoTs by Tippoo Sultan. Hyder All had treated 
theza witli a onielty wbioh manifested an utter di»> 
TGgard to ^6 preservation of tbeiz lives: Tippoo 
Sultan did not hesitate to etnploy direct means to 
deprive t^em of existence. Captain Kumley, tvho 
led the charge against Tippoo’s gnns on the hisX d^ 
of Colonel Baillio^a defeat; Lieatcnant Fraser, one 
of that officer’s staif; Lieutenant Sampson, a gallant 
officer, whose name is yet I'emomhorod among Ute 
Mahrattaa; General Mathews, and many of the o0U 
ceis thk^ at. Bodnore, all perished in captivity, end 
not from natural oauaee. But the British govern* 

n 

Meuwi of cbe Wir in Asia/' and era& of tte eziatsnoe of snoh 
ft work. So diJFiiBe are the pftpnv whiob diU controrersy eilled 
fo rt h , Khnt it is iapouible to preeant even a complete ftbetnet of 
tbeh oontenta, without occupying a ipaM altogether diipropor- 
tioced to the importance of the aubjeot. 'Ihoee who de^ to 
ester mmutdyinto the aubject, will all the documents to tho 
Aebtio dourasb voh. end ni. Strapped of the 
lo which the Bitfter U toTolved, the- leading pouitt appoftr to he 
titeae t^A fiftii^ servant toforms his masttt, Sir Ihomas Dallas, 
that be has learned two persons, Mr. Staonton and Mr. 
HudlsstoB, meditated a cstato act; and that a ttrird, Mr. 7aU 
coner, the esrgeon. is coBfideotiaDy employed to asaislaDg toem. 
Sir ’HiQC&u Dallas relates this to Mr. Iblconer, who admits it to 
be troe ; and the troth of the statement is finthsr coofirmed by 
one of the other parties. Mr. SMudCod snhesqneotiy sending for 
Six Thomas Dallas, and without any inquiry as to the origin of 
tbia officer’s atraordmary susplooDs, or any praparation for so 
eximordmary an assurance, mforens him that the commissioners 
did not contemplate escape or removal, for it at^>ears weortato 
wbioh word ivas used. Such is the case for Colonel WQks and 
his tofonnant. On the other side is the sotomn declaraticn of Mr. 
HudiesUn, that ao lueh atop as that charged upon the comnus* 
sibrien was even thought of. Tim reader must decide the ques* 

• ^bu'for hStonlC 
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nent were too eogor for pe&ce to Inquire rigidly chap. xz. 
into Bucl) matters, and too weak to protract hostili- 
ties In the hope of avenging them. 

Between the goyernor'general and Lord IVlacart- 
nejr there had never been much cordiality of feelings, 
and tlio difficulties in which the government of Md* 
dins was placed tended t9 multiply the points of 
difibrenoe. The govemor-genenl bad a plan for 
surrendering to the Nisazn the northern dioar^ in 
ooneideratfon of a body of cavalry to be funviebed 
by that prince. This was opposed by Lord Macart¬ 
ney, and was never carried into ofibet. Lord Ma¬ 
cartney had, with much diffic\ilty, obtained irom the 
Nabob of Arcot an assigimient of the rovenues of the 
Carnatic for the support of the war. This wee dis- 
approved by the govemmont of Bengal, ami the 
assignment ordered to be cescindod. Before these 
orders were received at Madras, orders of a con¬ 
trary character arrived &om the Cqurt of Diieeton. 

Tlio government of Bcr^, however, stubbornly re- 
fbsod to yield, and Lord Macartney waa equally im¬ 
movable. The treaty with Tippoo Sultan afforded 
other grounds of dffiereuce. It was disappvoved by 
the goveimnent of Bengal, among other reasons, 
because it did include the Nabob of Arcot; and 
a new ratifieatioD, declaring it to extend to that 
personage, was directed to take place. Lord Ma¬ 
cartney ag^ resisted; and had the govemor-gencral 
• posseesed confidence in the stability of his own au¬ 
thority, some violent measures might hnve resulted 
from these disputes. But Hastings was cow totter- 
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XL ing in his seat—heayy chai'ges were in oiwulation 
a^Dsi him in England, and he had dispatched an 
agent thither for the defence of his charaoter and 
interests.* The inllaence of Lord Macariney at 
home appealed to be riaing as idiab of Hastings was 
declining; ho continned to exorcise hie autboxitj 
xnthout impodiraont, until, in cousctpicnoe ohteily 
of the roTocation of tho orders of tho Court of DU 
rectors relating to tho aeugnmenC from Mahomet 
All, bo yolmitarllj relinquishod it, and was ulti¬ 
mately appointed to succeed to the office of go- 
Temor-geueral. 


* Major ScoU. 
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CHAPTER Xir. 

It U nov necessary to retuan to the afiaus of chaf. xii. 
Bengal, for the purpose of adtorting to some im- 
portast acts of Hastings's gOTcriuncnt not hitherto 
noticed. 

During the wax ^vaged tvitli Mcer Oosnjn and the 
Vizier of Oude, the English had I'oceived some snp- 
port from the l^jah of Benares, named Bulwunt 
Singh. Hla conduct had been aornetimea regarded 
with sospicion \ bat, on the whole, it had aSbrded so 
mnch satisfactioa, that it was deemed light Co secnre 
his peaceihl poBsesaon of the country whl^ he ad- 
ministered by a special pronsion in the treaty con- 
cindod with the vizier. On the deatlr of Bulwnnt 
Singh, tho British govenimeut again taterfered to 
proenre a continuance of the zemindary to his son, 

Cheyt Singh, and this object was efEbcted, the yoang 
rajah being subjectod to the charge of a considerable 
present to the visier, aud a small increase of his 
annual 'tribute. On these conditions, the vi^er 
granted snnnuds condnoing CSieyt Singh in the rights 
exercised by his father. Subsequently, by virtue of 
a treaty concluded between the East-lndia Com- 
pany and Azofi’-al-DowIah, the territories admiuis- 
tered by Choyt Singh passed into the hands of the 
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CHAF. xn. former authority.* New suimuds were granted to 
Cbeyt Singh by the BricUh goTemmont) condimlng 
him in the exerciae of ^e powers and rights which 
he had previously held under &e Soubahdtf of 
Oude, fiuhjeot to iho payment of the same amount 
of tribute^ and to an additional lum of about niaaty 
thousand rupees levied under the title of nuzze* 
rana. 

When the war with France rendered it zxecessaty 
for the Coinpany*a gov&rnmeat to make additional 
prepara^oQS for defence* it was deteimined to< call 
upon Cheyt Sing to oontnbate to the object* o&d he 
was required to consent to the establisbinent of 
three battalion of sepo^* to be raised and main> 
tuned at his expense. Tho rajah did not object, 
and his vakeel at Calcutta proposed that the amount 
of the annual charge should be fixed at three laos of 
rupeee. fhis was deemed lusuifioient by the British 
authorities, who detorminod that the sum of five lace 
was nut ezoeesive* and required that it shonH be 
paid without delay. The r^jah* in GoiKfonmty with 
the usual practice of oriental debtor^ ^daaveured 
to proQrastinat9» and the Bngllsh lealdeat was di¬ 
rected to auajua a threatening tone; hut* ultimately* 
that sum WES pud as U^e first year’s sdbtidy. 

Xhe second year brought a fredi demand from the 
British govenuuant, and fiesb evasions on the part 
^ the T^ab* After nosy atts^spts to elude p^f 
idtogetber* he famished part of the required 
sunh but ded^d himself unable to ecmpleifi It. 

•Soepag^'CS. 
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Hja inability was not remoTed ontil two battalions chap. xn. 
bad been put in motion against biin> He then 
paid the balance of the subsidy^ as well as tbe 
loilitary expenses incurred by his resistenoe. The 
pToceediogs of tbe third year diibrad Little ircim 
those of the eocond. After tbe ordinary delays* a 
military force was ordered to adTOnce, but the timoly 
submission of the rajah rendered thdr piosenco un¬ 
necessary. In addition to the subsidy, the British 
goTomment now demanded from, Cheyt Singh tho 
ossistonco of a body of caTolry, to be continued dur¬ 
ing the war. Tho rajah did not comply, and iresh 
cause of irritation was thus created. Shortly alter- 
wAids tbo time vriyed for demanding tbe £)i£rtb 
yearns subudy. It was reported end believed* that 
the rajah had inhoiited great wealth from bis father, 
which he had secured in two strong fortresses, and 
to which he continued to make yearly additions. 

To theso accumulations tbe eye of the governor- 
general was directed for a twofold purpose. He 
deemed the conduct of the r%jah contumacious and 
disaf^oted* and on those grounds deserving of pun¬ 
ishment. The punishment nf tbe r^ah might oonr 
veniently be combined with the relief of tbe necee- 
sities of the British govemment by the inflietri^ of 
a iarj^ pecuniary fine;*and this plooi h^.MSotred 
to adopt. ' Hawng secured the consent of his coad¬ 
jutors, he d^ovted on a journey to Benffres. At 
Buxarhe was met by Oheyt Singh, with a large fleet 
of boats. Several inherviows took place between 
tbe gotoroor-general and tbo r^ah, at one of whicU 
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CHAF« xii. the latter placed bis turban on llAetinga’e lap. The 
goTemoivgoueral, however, continued to prosecute 
his journey to Benares, at which ploco he airived on 
A.D.UBi. the 14th of August. Hero he declined peraond 
conference with tber^ah, but dispatched a letter to 
him, stating at length the grounds of tbo diasatisiao- 
tion of the British govemmont, and requiring an 
answer. The answer, as must have hcon expected, 
WAS unsatJsfaotoiy, and Hastiugs choso to regard it 
as offensive. His next measure was a sti'ong one. 
He ordered the British resident, Mr. Markham, to 
proceed to the house of the ngah, and put him under 
ai'foat. The resident executed the order without 
dlfllculty, the r^joh calmly snhniitting. 

While the govomoi'-geoGrul was ])i‘Oi>arlng to 
cariy out the design to whlcli tlio seisuro of tlui 
rqjah’e person was pi^eliminary, he was mformod that 
large bodies of armed men had orrivod from Ham' 
noghur, and hod proceeded to the rt^ah’s Itouse. The 
guard placed over the r^ah consisted of two com* 
paniea of grenadior sepoys, who were stationed 1 a on 
ent^osed square which sunounded tlie i^ah^s (^ 811 - 
ments. By some cxtroordinarynegleot those troops 
had been sent without ammunition.' To supply the 
waut, another company of sepoys was subsequently 
dispatched, but on their anival they found their 
passage disputed by a m'Dltitude of armed meui 
who had surrounded the hoose and blockaded all 
thWAvenues. The British party were thus unabkte 
odvanoe to the succour of the troops in the sqiSarar 
who were attacked by the r^ah’s and. being 
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TUiproTided 'with the means of resutenee,' were chap. Xli. 
speedily cut to piecce. In the confuflion, the rajah 
left the house by a wicket vhich opened to the 
river, and by means of turbans tied together, de¬ 
scended the steep bank to a boat, which was wait- 
Isg to convey him to the opposite shore. Thoea to 
whom he owed his escape followed him; and the , 
company of British sepoys, who had arrived too late 
to aid their companions, took possession of the place 
whore they had been slaughtered. The departure 
of Cheyt SingVs men in the train of their master 
delivered the govomor-general and bis attendants 
from ^prehensions which it was by no means un¬ 
reasonable to entertuEL Had they proceeded to idie 
govenior-geneial’fl quartora, he, and e very English* 
msa with him, must have fallen an easy prey. This 
catastrophe was averted, and the escape is probably 
to be attributed to the irregularity and disorder 
which marked the entire proceedings ending in the 
reecue of the r^ah. 

Hastings now found himself involved unespect- 
edJy in actual warfare. An attack was planned i^ou 
lUmnaghur, one of the principal strongholds of the 
n^ah. This failed through the perversity fiB ,'the 
oommander of a dotachm^t, who, by a preiOd^tB 
and ill^dgod movemon^ brought his. part)p>fifto a 
situation vriiere, in the Isngu^e of Hastings, they 
were ''annihilated rather th^ defeated." In the 
mean thne Hostings became alarmed for his own 
positron, which there was reason to believe was in¬ 
tended to be attacked* The opinion of a council of 
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OE&?rXa. offioei9 coln^ded mth that of the j^YOmor^esierBJ, 
diat rottoab w desimble, and iiha pftity'in oocisq« 
ques^o moved to ClumfBrgbzrr. The s^ah ccnt^nusd 
to Bolieit peace, but: Hdstiogs did not oondemnd 
even to answer his ootamunioations. 

At Chunar^ur, however, he conthrsed to he 
dreadfully dirtressod for money and providons. 
Supplies and reinibrcements at length onivod, and 
after acme minor sncceaeeB, it was resolved to attack 
the fortreasea of Cbeyt Sii^h. Pateeta waa tokou 
by Major Popbam by storm; and on the same day 
Major Crabb defeated a party who endeavotzred to 
intercept his advance to the pass of Stu^oot, on 
which an attempt woe to be made annultaneoualy 
with the attack on Fateeta. 

Cheyt Singh bad not expected that the English 
would venture to attach him, and the concurrent 
sucesM of Major Popham and Migor Crabb filled 
him with alarm. He ded in the direoUon of Bidze* 
ghur, where a piincipal part of his treasure was dc- 
poncedf and thither he was pnreued by M^or Fop^ 
hftTn. In the mean time the govemos^nerfil re¬ 
turned to Benafe^ to moice arrangements for the 
aduiimstration of the conntcj; a duty which it was 
declared Cheyt Singh had forf^ted the right to 
p€afbnn. The zemindary was bestowed on the son 
of a daughter of Bulwuut Singh. His ago was 
jdnetoen, and it might h&re been presumed that he 
wefili have been held competent to ez«idsC <&e 
datiee^of offiee in pemon. Bat {rtm some cause 
which doe» hot appear, this ^ not meet the* views 
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of tho goTex&oT-generat, and tbe actual JnuiageBieat chap..zh. 
of the country was oommitted to the father of the 
new zemindar, under the title of 'Kaib. Contem- 
poraiy with theee arrangemciits, the paymezit 
from the zemindar to the Company was oos^der- 
ably raised. 

M^or Popham adranocd towards BidzeghuTi and 
on his appn>acU Cheyt Singh withdrew, taking with 
him as much wealth as he oould seeore. His wiih 
and mother remained, and in their names the for¬ 
tress was defended 'mih considerahie rcaolation. A 
surrendei was proposed, on conditioa of securing to 
the widow of Buiwunb Singh the pcssesaon of her 
proper^ and the ^ministration of a ap^oiiied per- 
gunnah. The latter oondition was obviously objec- 
tiocahle ; and as the Baoee claimed all the property 
within the pkoe, alleging that her son had carried 
away all that belonged to him, compliance with the 
fonner would have left the captors nothing bnt the 
harren possession of the fortress. The conditions 
were acoordu^Iy reihsed, imder the orders of the 
governor-general, and the place fnally surrendered 
cm the single stipnlation of personal protection t4> the 
prisoners. Some treasure, though ftur less than was 
firpeoted, was found within the fortresa; butnopait 
ef it was deetinei to ceonilt the Coinpanyr ex- 
bausted treasury. It was seised and appropriated 
by the nrilitary aa prise. M^br Fophozn, it is said, 
was not disposed .to approve^ of this act, hut he was 
overawed by the olamonr of bis officers. This was a 
serious disappointment to Hastings. He had calou- 
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gbaf! sxTi' late^ on niaUig & laq^o fium by way of fine on Cbeyb 
Sin^li—the resutwoe ofihred on behalf of the zemin¬ 
dar bad rendered It aeoees^te-hvAtr erpense in 
military operatioae, tfd when of treasure 

was secured, it woe diverted to private bane^ the 
finances of govemmont boin^ burdened instead bf 
rellevod by tlie opomtions in Benaxos. Foiled in the 
prinoipal object of his visit to Benares, the govomor- 
geueral sought to obtain on advance irom tho offi* 
0618 by way of loan for the use of govorcmont; but 
those who had so promptly seized the spoil were too 
careful to place any part of it in danger. 

Bidzegbur was not taken by assault, and it may 
appear difiicult to determine grounds upon 
which the appropria^on of the treasure took place. 
The main one probably wns, that those who made it 
had the power of advauciug their own interests, wJtli 
very alight chance of an afW-reckoning—and that 
at a very remote period of time, if it should over 
oGcor. It woa alleged, too, that the extraordinary 
despatch xnanifseted on this occasion was caused by 
a disapixuntmeut to which the officers had been snV 
jocted with regard to prizo*money in the Rohllla war. 
Another ground of justification was tho presumod 
authority of Hastings himself. Whon tho proposal 
to surrender Bidzeghuri on conditions, was commu¬ 
nicated by M^or Popbam to the govern or-genoiil, 
latter onswerod in a manner which it h diffi¬ 
cult to reconcile with the object of the proceedings 
against Cbejt Singh. “ With respect to the booty,'* 
he Bad, ** this is rather *your oonslderatioa than 
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mu9. I ^onid be Tory sorry tb&t yonr officers and chap, sn^ 
soldiers lost any part of the rei?ard to Trhioh they 
are bo well entitled.” That such language ahoiild 
haTe been held under such circumstaaces would he 
incredible, were the fact not attested in a manner 
that leares it beyond diapate. It remains then to 
6 nd, if possible, a Bolution of the difficulty. Did 
Hastings roally intend that the army should oi\joy 
the treasuro found in Bidseghur I It seems," as 

has justly been said. “ ridiculous in the extreme to 
suppose, that the head and mprceontative of a go¬ 
vernment, whloh stood upon the brinlc of hank- 
Tuptcy, should have meditated a proceeding so snlca- 
daL”* Did the governor-general then eeprees himself 
hastily Q&d unguardedly I M such a tim^—on such a 
suigeot—in answer to a reference of sndi weighty 
importaiwe, it is impossible to believe this. There 
is ono other mode of accounting for Hastings’s laur 
guage—it is by ascribing it to a desire to stimulate 
the seal of the military employed before Bldzegbar 
by tho prospect of reward, of which, at a ftitnre 
timo, Hastings could determine the amount, md 
even a^udicate on the validity of the claim. Tin** 
festunatcly, Hastings’s choraoter fbi candour^ does 
fioi atasd sufficiently high to ensure the rejection 
of this BQf^oaition. ^ 

The conduct of Hastb^ with regard to Cheyt 
Singh,* drew upon him abundant and severe cen** 
eure, and it ffimished part of the matter of his sub¬ 
sequent Tmpeachmant. In judging of it, the first 
' * Gldg*s Memoira of HMtiagi, vol. il. pngc 417. 


m 


mSTOBT 09 TBE 


OH^m loiat fw conaidoration ifi« the joatioeof domaad- 
iag frtm Cheyt Singh any ooatribution towards the 
service of the English govemmeat heyond tbo rent 
or tribute sednred by the originaJxOTteMfi hetvma 
the parties. Both aides of the questaos may be 
supported by plaoaible jagomeuts. On tiie «is 
hand. It has been alleged that, if such a demsnd 
ware aUowablei a peeson in the situation of Ch^ 
Singh would possees no seourity for the OTjoyment 
of any part of the puberty which he held under the 

selcmn recognition of a superior anthon^_that Jf 

fire Ucs of rupees might be demanded ender extra¬ 
ordinary oircujMtancee, so might fifty, and that thus 
the entire profits of the dependant might be rJien- 
ated to the chief. This, howeTor, is an argument 
resting for its Tulidity upon a presumed abuse of 
poTO. la the same manner, the right of any 
goYwameut to tax its subjeoto mi^ be qneetioneii, 
because this right be ftnawlaed to the purposes 
of oppresaon and ruin. If any right existed w the 
gesemmeut of Bengal to d^iand oitraordiDwy«dd. 
from the rajah of Benares, ifc.xousb ho taken with 
the Gorrofef bo obiigatioo of exeroang it waft reason 
and with a due regard to,the isjah’s abi^ty. The 
supreme authority in every state has a ri^t to 
raise money for the public service, and to reeferaan 
crime by punishment j but it would be an abuse of 
Jangfuage. to say that any power can have a right to 
^due exactions or to inflict myust ppnarii- 
jsmi^ 

In support of the claim of the Bengal govern- 
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ment, it may be ugued* that the mitihaI eoutribu> chat. zb. 
tion rendered Cbeft Singh conid be regarded as 
a complete satis^tion of the claims of the state of 
vhioh he was a dependant only in ordinary times. 

THie British goTerzunent were luToWcd in expecaye 
wars: on vhat ground coold any portion of the 
British tenitories in India cl^m to be czompted 
from the burden of contributing to the expenses 
oocasionod by those wars ? The districts governed 
by Cheyt Singh were clearly British territory—they 
had been formally ceded to tho Company by the 
vbder. It ia quite ccilaiiii that, if that prince had 
retuned t))em» ho would have felt little delicacy in 
requiring, in case of emergency, extraordiDary assist* 
ance iroiQ the rajah of Benares to tbo extent of his 
» ability, or something beyond it. The English took, 
the same rights which hod been ezerdsed by tbo 
vbsier, and tbelr sovereignty was asserted by the giant 
of tresh sunnuds to the rajah, and recognised by 
his aeeeptanco of thorn. As a subject, fbr such in 
truth he was, it was bis duty to contilbuto to the 
general defence of tho state. Hasrings called npon 
him so to contribute, and notwithstanding the oblol 
qay which he thoreby incurred, at a time when men 
seemed incapable of bringing to tbe discussion of 
questions of Indian policy any portion of the calm* 
ness essential to the discovery of truth, it appears 
probable that tbe cooler judgment of posterity will 
not regard this as among tbe reprobensible acts of 
Hastings’s administration. If the right to require as* 
sisbanco bo conceded, the amount demanded does not 
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oair. xn. appear dnremonal^le; and though Chejt Singh com* 
plained bitterly, his complaints may feirly be as¬ 
cribed to the ordinary habit of the East, of pos^on- 
ing to the latest moment all payments, however jnst 
or reasonable, and, if possible, of evading them 
altogether. ‘ 

In regard to the demand for oavalry, the con¬ 
duct of the r^ah was of a similar chamoter, and 
can Boaroely be ascribed to any oause but a diaaSbo- 
rion to the Biitisb government. It had been recom¬ 
mended that bo ahonld constantly keep two thou¬ 
sand cavalry, hut this was not obligatoiy. What 
number he actually had it is not possible to ascev 
tain, bat it is certain that he bad some; and though, 
after many evasions, he oSbied to fiimish a few, he 
contented himself with merely oiSering—he sent | 
none. That such condaot should excite indignation 
is not surprising: reference being had to the 

relation in which the rajah stood to the British go¬ 
vernment, it would be di^colt to shew the iz^jtzsttoe 
of visiting his contumacy with a reasonable peccbi' 
niary fine. Heatings had resolved to infiiot a very 
large one; his views extended to forty or fifty lacs 
of rupees: an amount cert^ly di^roportioned to 
the rajah’s ofihnoea, and the payment of which must, 
in all probability, have totally impoverished him. 

It caimot be questioned that, in determining the 



{uaiount, the govemor-geseial appears to have been 
infinenoed far more by a regard to the interests of 


thn Company’s treasury than to the just apportion¬ 
ment of'mamtad punishmaut. 
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lo the measnres taken towards the enforce- CHAP.s;fL 
ment of this claim, Hastings, too, seems to haye — 
acted with undue yiolence. His ooume was pro¬ 
bably dictated by the extravagant amount of the 
dwnand which he had determined to make: it a^et 
have been quite eertam that the rjyah would not 
yield without fwoe, and Haetings went to Benares 
prepared to have recourse to that last resort for the 
settlement of dilferonces. He contemplated either 
the depma^on of Cheyt Singh of his aemindajy, or 
the seizure of the forts in which the rajah’s treasure 
was deposited, with a view to the fordble appropria¬ 
tion of a sufficient portion to meet the fine. The 
preliminaiy step was, as has been seen, to place 
Ch^ Singh in arrest. 3n any part of the world 
^suA a proceeding would, under the droumstances, 
have been thought hai'sh and oppressive. In India, 
the subjection of the person of a man of rank to 
rasttaant, is felt as an iadignity of the grossest cha- 
raoter. It provoked resistance; and had tie advan¬ 
tage gained by the rajah’s pttty been improved, the 
g^vernor-genoraJ and Cheyt Singh might have 
changed places. The want of spirit, or the wont of 
judgment, in the r^'ah’s supporters, saved 
fSKuB. captivity or from death, and secured him the. 
means of inflicting vengeance on his enemy. That 
vengeance was both summary and complete; but tliis 
was all that the gov«uor-ganera] gained by his visit 
to Benares. The treasure which he had Anticipated 
wae diverted‘from public to private purposes by the 
men who were the instruments for executing Hast- 
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OSAP. xn. iDgs'a plans, and the main ol^ect of those plans TPaa 
thus frusti'sted. 

The spirit which Hastings manJihsted towtfdfi 
Cheyt Singli was so intensely hitter, as ah&ost to 
force an inquiry whether tiie public delinquenoy 
of this Tom oould be the solo cause of the govemost 
genoml’s hatred. This is a quostion which could not 
hA70 heon satisfactorily ajuworod hod uot Hoatlugs 
himself aSbrdod the meaiiB. In emunemting t)\o 
crimes of tUo n^ah, Hastings accuses him of having 
entertained an mtentiou to rcTolt. •' This design.'* 
says ho, “ hod been greatly favoured hy the unhappy 
divideos of our goveramont, in which he presumed 
to tahc au open part. It is a fact, that when ^ese 
bad preoeoded to an extremity bordering on civil 
violence, hy an attempt to wrest from mo xny au* 
thority, in the month of June, 1777, be bad deputed 
a man named Sumboonaut, with an express com* 
mission to my opponent, and the man bad proceeded 
as far os Moorshedabad, when, hearing of die ohai^e 
of affdrs wliich had taken place at the preeidtt^, 
ho etoppod, and the r^ah recalled him.”* Here, 
then, Is the key, furnished by Haebinga himself, to 
tbe feeliDgs under which bo carried on his proceed* 
luge ogunst Clieyt Singh. Whilo the contest be¬ 
tween himself and Qcueml Clavering was raging, 

* Huhngt'ft Kamtive. piuiMd m th6 Appendix to tbe 
pUnunt to tbe Second Keporc of the Select Comnuttee of the 
Houae of Ooconone on tbe Adiotoietration of Jusdeo m India, 
1?S8: ead aUo in the Mmutea of Evidence on tbe Triel of 
Heethige/vol. L 
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tile presumptnoM rajah had Tontui'ed to diepateh a chap. sn. 
mefisonger to the opponout of the man -who v&s — 
eventually to be maator of hie fortunes. For four 
years the hatred engendered by this act had burned 
m Hastings's heart when an opportunity oocarred 
fhi' gratifying at once the claims of pubUc justioe 
and of private revenge. Such an opportunity Hast¬ 
ing* was not tho man to pass by. It is not nocee- 
eary to ascribe tbe whole of his proceedings with 
regawl to Cheyt Singli to personal heti'ed. Inde¬ 
pendently of this Iheling, ho -^Fould piobably have 
called upon tbe iryab for assistance towaids oorryiag ‘ 
on tbe war, and he would have been justified; he 
would probably have visited his numerous foiluree 
with some punishmont; and In this, too, he would .! 

have been justified: but in the absence of the dark 
passion whicli had so long rankled in his breast, hd 
would have proceeded with more calmueffl, more 
dignity, and more regard to the oourtesy whioli the < 

rank and position of tlie zemindai* demanded. To 
humble to tho dust tbe man who had offended him >i 

wa« a triumph which it was not in the nature of : 

mstings to forego, when circumstancos threw in his . - 

w^ &e opportunity of enjoying it. He set his fhdfi / 5 

on the of hfs enemy, end was happyj , ^ 

With the explanation afforded by himself, the i 

conduct of Hastings towards Cheyt Smgh appears f 

perfectly in accordance with his general character; ^ 

hnt tho indiscreet revelation of his feelings Is re¬ 
markable, as being in striking opposition to tlat 
character- Disguise seemed to be natiim) to Irim. 




810 


B19T0E7 OP TEB 


ohaf, XU. On all oooadotus he auxrouBded himaelf and lus mo* 
“ tivea with mytUsrj. Hete ia a etrilojig exception. 
A degree of franhness, whi^ ft w men in each a oaae 
would have maniftsted, for onoe marks a ooiQinan> 
oatLoo from Waneit Hastings. How is this to he 
accounted ftrf Bj the strength of tho passion 
which had waited Toaie for graCificatioD, and "by the 
OTdrwhehning sensation of triumph coa8Q<piont on 
gratdiioation when attained. Powerfol must tlioee 
feelings have been to overcome the caution of a man 
with whom concealment was not so much a habit as 
an instinct; which could induce him fbr once to lift 
the veil which on no other occasion was ever re¬ 
moved ; which could lead liim, unabashed and un* 
dismajed, to expose to the public eje motlTes and 
feelings of which the suggestions of the most ordi¬ 
nary prudence would havo dictated the concealment 
—and thii^ too. at a timA when, under the arowed 
consciousness that some parts of his proceedings 
required explanation, and under the humiliating 
sense of disappointment at the failuro of bis 8nairolal 
speculations, he was seeking to disarm hostility by 
apology ’ 

In carrying on the review of Hastings’s conduct 
through the remarkable transactions in Bonaiws, it 
is pleasing to be able to pass from one portion of it, 
which certainly reflects no honour on him, to another, 
where it would be a breach of justice to withhold 
the meed of praise. For a time Hastings was in 
imminent danger, and no man under such droum- 
stances could have displayed greater intrepidity. 
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His fittestion was neycr diverted from public bud- chap. 
iiosa to pereoDal safety; and surroundad hj sources of 
alanoi ho continued, os far as was practicable, to carry 
on the coiTespondence of government, not only with 
regard to the a^irs of Benares, but to distant ol^ecta 
—to the negotiations with the Mahrattae and other 
hnportant Ho oould not ihil to be anxious, 

even on public grounds, to be relieved his 
perilous position; but the cousoioiumess of it neitbor 
’dlstraote<] his thoughts nor irapdrod liia judgment. 

When at Cbunaighur, in hourly expectation of on 
nttack fiom the enemy, he eeetna to h&vo discharged 
bis duties with u much coolness and solf-possesdon 
as if lie had been in the oounoi 1-room at Calcutta. 

This trait of diaraotor bos been thought to merit 
some ospaoial notice, inasmuch ns Hastings had not 
enjoyed tbs advantage of a military education. 

Much of the caliuness displayed by military men, 
under oiremnstanoea calculated to excite or dis¬ 
tract the mind, is, without doubt, to be attributed 
to the eifbets of habit and dlsoiplina. Hastings 
seems to have inherited from nature this valuable 
gift, and at no port of his life did he manifest it 
piore eminently than when sunounded by the diffi- 
^ onliies in which his visit to Benares had involved 
him. 

The punishment of the zemindar of Benares vras 
not the only,*nor indeed the principal, object o£ 
Hastiogs's visit In that quarter. He was to proceed 
Irom thence to Oude, the affaire of which country 
were in a most distracted state. The vbsior had pro- 
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COAP. XU. posed to meet Haatiugs at Benares; bat the un* 
expected oceun'ezices whJch had taken place ren¬ 
dered Hastings reluctant to receive him there, and 
a letter waa dispatched to the visier diasnading his 
advanco. The Tisier, however, porsistod in coming 
to meet the governor-general, who had thus no re- 
source hat to receive blm with a good graoo. The 
rosolt of the visit was tlie conchislon of a now treaty 
between the Con pany'e govemmont and tho vleior. 
Before notidng its provisions, it will he proper to 
advert to a &ct connected with the nogotiatlon, not 
in itself very remarkable, but rendered of In^rb- 
anco by the extraordinary conduct of Hastings in 
relation to it In the East, prosenU are iudlspen- 
sable auxiUanee of negotiation, and at tho period 
under reviow the natives had little reason to ex¬ 
pect that European diplconatiets would manifest 
any ohjectlon to conforming in this req)OQt to the 
oustozn of the country. The vizier was In a state 
of the greatest peouniaiy emharrsssment, hut ibi^ 
did not prevent an oShr to the governor-goi^^. 
of a sum amounting to ten lacs Of rupees, as a-ptU ' 
vate present. Hastings took the mon^, and applied 
it to the public sendee. Thus £ar, therefore, ho 
may he thought not dcecrving of gi'eat blomo, 
although it cannot bo domed that, for Ills own ho- 
nonr and that of his countiy, it would Imvc been far 
.better that be should have lefuscd to accept of any 
thing oifered as a private advantage to himself, and 

, which the donor could not fail to beiiovo was to bo so 

applied; This w&s, indeed, not tho first transaction 
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of ^0 kind in T^hioh he h&d been inrolved. Oo one chap 
oocsaoo Cbeyt Singh had tendered a gum, as a 
priyate mark of his respoot for tho governor-generalt 
yrbioh ’wze accepted. This, too, vaa applied to puhDc 
purposes; hut, at the sazoe time, it afforded oppor> 
tunH 7 for the employment of a eenea of dia^BOS 
and ndsrepreeentatioiu on the part of HaetingB, for 
whiohi ae the money was employed properly, though 
obtained dishonourahly, it fs difficult to 6nd a motiyo, 
except in the goyenio>gc!iorara uncoiKpiorable love 
of mystery. 

Hastings has boon accused of mCondiug to appro* 
priato it to himself, but the evidence does not siutain 
the charge. The gift of the visier, however, he cer¬ 
tainly' destined to his peiaonal benefit, and, in this 
instance, he entered on the purpose which he bad in 
view in a manner far more direct ^an was usual 
with him. He did not advise the Court of Direc¬ 
tors of tho transaction ontE four months after it 
had taken place. A part of the sum only had then 
been paid, for tho visior's treasury did not overfiow 
with money: for the remainder, bUls had been 
g^ven, the amount of which was eventually realized, 
^ongh tardily, and with difficulty. Having stated 
ihe fhet to tho Court, and promised to render a 
futhfol aeoonnt, Hastings, without any preparation, 
or the enggestlon of any reasons in support of tho 
request, oooUy added, “ If you shall adjudge the 
deposit to me, I shall consider it the most houour- 
able approbation and reward of my labours, and I 
wish to owe my fortune to your bounty.” The gift 
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OHAP. zii. of a hundred thousand pounds Las not often been 
asked with so littJe caremonj.* Ths ^lioation 
was not oomplidd with. 

* The reefing pubiubed mecnoin 0 / Hutiap ocnitaia a letter 
odciraMid bjr the govemor-pnenl to Mfljcr Scott, hit ht 
Bn^ieod, Aoloeiog a cop^ of that wbioU he had diepotoLad to 
the Comt of Director*, chdnisg the pertooal honefit of (heTitier'a 
bouu^, In thj* letter Hasdoge layi, *' I am ixuther a prude dot 
a bypoerite. Had I eucoeeded oa 2 bad reaion to oxpeot to the 
origmal objeeU of my expedition 1 ahoold have thought it, per- 
hape, allovable to taahe eotoe promos for ayMlf wboa Z bid 
filled tbe Coapaoy's treasury: but 1 w& diaappoiatod, 1 have 
added, iodnd, a largo toeome to tbe Compaty'* reToauif ead If 
Mr. Middleton [mident at Lnoknow] doea hit doty, I bave pro* 
Tided for the eariypaycDent of tbo debt due from the Kabcb ^Hsier 
to the Company. But tbeseare &oe icquuidoni of felai. Their 
immodiate tofiueeee ia not fait, and will not bo known at > ail till 
long after the reedpt of tbeaa diepolcbee. It will be known that 
oar reodptt from Benaiea were auapended for ttirae montbe, md 
during aa long a time at Lnekaow, U will be known Chat the 
pt(j and ^largea of the tunporary brigade hare been thrown ppoo 
the Company, and that aQthe NaboVa penaLoneia have boin vidi> 
drawn: but the effect of my more naeful armngeaest> thattki tto 
Mr. Middleton, yet remaina to be aocompbihed. I T' * tu iT> 
empty treaaory, whkb I left empty. I wlH not ulSot it (p M /. 
add, that 1 took more care of my own intereata rhan of tbe pi^ * 
Uc, nor that I made a aacrifice of the latter to tbe fortaer."^ 
Vol. ii,, page 466. It 11 diffloolt to UDderstand the boiu with whiob 
the paia&ge juat quoted coaclndee. In eaking for a prca&nt of a 
buodred thousand pounds, Hasiangs bsul certainly manifested 
some regard to his own interest*, and, aa be state* that thopahUc 
treasury was txoptf, tbo tune chosen for preferring the request 
appeare, to aay tbeleaat, injudicious. It is equally difficult to 
ondaratand what he means by anying, Chat if he bad ** ancceedcd 
aa he had reason to expect," ho shonld Jiave thought it. pethapa, 
ellotnhle to make some proriaun for IudscK, when be had filled 
ttiA.Company's treasnry." How would be have made it? Did 
be ueto, that sncceaa would havn justified him in acoeptug pre- 
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The visit of the vizier to Haetlnge was, however, chap. 
productive of zoore important results than the tisns> 

•eoU, ond appljui^ thorn to hU private me ? He knew that thm 
vm imlaivfu]. He oeuld aot moan, that vi& better nooeu he 
woxdd have uked aomathuif from the gratitude of the Court of 
Dheoton, for be had done diia under the einumatanoee whuh he 
depiorea. Had be ancoeeded better, he perbapa wonld Jiave uked 
more; and if thia he bU moaning, it might ho a curiouo matter of 
ipeetkladOB to eoxuido; hov muoh more. If he thooghc a bon* 
dred choumnd ponnda a rouoneblo romuoeration of partial fulure, 
how much would he hnvo elmmod ao the reword of complete 
auceeea i 

Hie paaaage above <pioted foom the letter to Major Scott forme 
a ourieuB aubject of eompariaon with the following, which U to be 
foimd in Kaadnge' NerTubve of hie proceedinga at Benaree. " Poa- 
it may be euipaot e d ^aad may God for give thoee t^o know 
me and oounfonaaoe ^e cuapleion—I have no tide to an ez* 
empdoa from it with othara, 1 waa induecoad by a leeret 
and mecceoary intereat.'' The particular mode of promoting 
auoh faitereat from wluoh HaatiDga proceeda to Tindioate htm uelf 
^that of boldiog out threata to extort aome private advaatage. 
without rafore&ee to pnblic mtereate, ia not chergeahle upon him : 
but ai itappeara, from hla own teatimony.that badbenotmet with 
diaappraitmenSi one cf tboae diaappoiodDents being uodonbtedly 
the failure to secure the tTeaiorea of Gbeyt Sisgh, be might have 
aongbt acme proriaioa forhunself/'^^ome prorieioo, it muat be 
preeumod, of larger amount than a hundred thouaand pounde, 
the diaelaimar of all mercenary mtereat might have been made 
with leea energy, end die eolema invoeatioo of the Dec^ have 
been apared. 

Haatmge felt thot hia appHoatioB for the aDoCmant of the tea 
face to waa not likely to paee ae an ordinary re^ueet, 

which being granted or refoaed, the rantter would be at an end. 

He oommenoM the letter to Major Soott, already ipioted. by 
Baying, " 1 have written a letter to the Seoret Comnntteeof the 
Court of Direaton. wbloh will be thought eitraor^nary; indie* 
erect by my tdesda, and preaumptuoua by my enemiea lenat 
they win affect to so and, m oontemplntion of a lefoaal, 
he eonclodoB by aaymg. only prevent, if you con, tlie nfuaal 
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ctiAf. xii< fer of ten kos of rupees from thst prince to the 
Company) or tbeir gorernor-g^ieTsI. A nev? tifeaty 

aceompuued bj abuse/' Ooucsaiu tiiat bia ^tpEcetian 
wtM ziofc bkely to find feroori dtbar vitb fiieadi or foga ii a nfl oi * 
pUacg that its refoaal taigbt be accoipptaied bj abue, if iiee^ 
atumge that lio ahcT^ bavo prekmd it. Wby the peaalcra of ^ 
goveraor-genenl for a fortoae eUoiUd, at this partioular dm«i 
hare ragod with more thaa fcrer benl; why the rupees of the 
Vizier of Oodo should thus, beyond oU other mipoea. hare captl* 
rated hia iore i why hie deahe to appropriate them should have 
been ao tdoloct se to btesk down sU the mounde of oaution and 
oonceohMAt vitbin which be ueosUy btrooohed hmuelf, no o&e 
aeeras to have been able to conjecture. Bat, if bis pradsnee failed 
bTb. ha asgafiity was net at fitult. Precisely those results which 
be predicted followed. By his enemies the request was regarded 
oa "presumptuous:" by his frieods os "indiscreet.’' His bio* 
grapher, after relsdng the offer of the Tizier, end its acccptafiCO 
by Hastings, Uius oaatmues: but be pnmmittrri , at tbe same 
time, the only eo^ tbrougbouC Che whole of his political esraer. 
of which it is impossible to deay that it was, at least, injacUciotis. 
He oommucueated to the Court of Directors the fact of the present 
haviog bean made, and while he set fortii his node of applying it 
to the public servlcs, he hazarded a caquest that, by the ouvt, it 
might be gtren bank, os a tohon of tboir qrpTOval of his oondaot, 
What can I say about Ibis 1 It woe clearly not the sM of d 
dishonest man. for sooh a one would have pocketed tiae caOasy 
wilhont so much is alluding to it la his oomvmnlcsilioos with tin 
India House. It was not the act of a mercenary nan, for Bu* 
tinge’s ohsiaotcr wu tbe reverae of taweeuiy. It could not be 
the result of weslcneas, for of wealaees no one will oecosebim. 
And what is mors extiaordioary still, it was a proceeding of 
which, alzDost Co his dying day, he used to apeak as if there could 
be but one opinioa reepecUng both the justiee of the claim and 
the hardship of having It r^ected, 1 am inehned to think, there, 
fore, that he mnet have ratertained on tbe subject views peculiar 
19 Mmself, of wUkh, never having heard Cheia discussed, I oan 
giro oo aoaomit."-~01sjg’s Memoirs. voL a. p. 457. It is quite 
madenttbat Hastmga’i views on the subject wcis peculiar to 
himself, alnoe fio one else entertained them, imd tbe biograpLer 
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was ccncloded between the British goTemment and 
the ruler of Dude, one main object of which was to 
relieve the latter from hnxdens which he declared 
himself unable to heai*. Ilia stipulated paymente 
to the Company had fallen greatly into ariear ; the 
mcdntenancc of the British troops in Oade w&d 
thrown upon the government to which they be¬ 
longed: fmd thongb tlio oharge was regularly car- 
riod to the account of the vizier, there aoemod little 
or no prospect of tbo icspoctive entries ever being 
neutralized by a rocoid of corrosponding payments 
on tho opposite page. Under these circumstoncee, 
the oontinuanoo of the British force in Oode to 
its exlflting extent was, not withont reason, re¬ 
garded Heetinga as desirable fbr neither * 
riur British govenuuent making an outlay which it 


might, thenfore, lofelj hAve dzpKssed wHb ksa heiim- 

Boo. ^ieh regard to the ctMi supposed by h™, fbr tbs sabs of 
being refuted, It zoej be oheerred, on the first, that to pocket the 
mo&ey wttbotit noUoe might not beve been altogether safe. Use- 
tinj^ na^ certeinl; be ecqeltted of dlsbosescv in malring tho 
re<picst, for there is nothing dishonest in simplj &skmg fbr say 
thing, hotreverextrengant snd vcsensoiuthle the Ye()QOstmeybe: 
bat to eey that the act was not that of e merceoary man, beeuiae 
Haatiags iru not mercenaiy, nor the remit of freslstses, beoaue* 
hs was ftot yn$k, is. tn each oase. palpably b^giag the qaestp^. 
Tb those suppositions, howerer, ariother might bare been added. 
Was the eet, which the feieada of Haatioga esA neither a4!oonnC 
hr not excuse, that of e desperate men ? of one who disoenied in 
the horieon the elements of a storm, which might be fetal to hia 
power, and who, in the hope of elbmatifig the erila of hie fsD by 
toe comforts of wealth, ventured one recklees caat for its attnin- 
meat, with bat Uttle hope, indeed, of vumlng, but with the coo* 
viedon that be could lose nothing—except ebameter ? 
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CHAP.m conld ill afford; the Tiaiei adding to a debt, already 
laige, which there wag but little probability of being 
speedily reduced. It was, therefore, provided by 
the new treaty, that a portion of the Bdtiahforeo 
should be withdrawn. Other reasons were 
by the governor-goneral in jnstiflcatioa of this part 
of the treaty. He alleged, and moat probably wi^ 
truth, that the dirtanco at whiel: the troops woi-o 
placsed from the govenunent to which they were re¬ 
sponsible exempted the officers from due control, 
afforded oj^itunityfor unwarraufeaWo emolnmonta, 
and diffiosed the contagion' of peculation and repa- ' 
city threngbout the army. Fmther, he represented 
that the number of British officers, dy>l mid mili- 
taiy, at the court and in the service of the viaior, 
their vast influence and enormous emoluments, were 
not only injurious to the revenue and authority of 
the princa, but exposed the British nation and go¬ 
vernment to the envy and resentment of the people 
of the country, by exdnding the vizier’s native ser¬ 
vants and adherenta from honours and reward® to 
which they might reasonably aqjire. In proof of 
the purity of his motives in consenting to a re? 
duotioD, Hastings appealed to the facts that he 
was thereby diminishing the patronage of himself 
and bis colleagues, and incurring the resentment of 
those injuriously affected by the arrangements, as 
well as of their long train of friends and connec¬ 
tions. 

Thfe second article of the treaty, after reciting that 
great ffistress had arisen to the vizier from the mili- 
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tary power aad dominion assumed by the jagbeerdan* cbap. ZH. 
provided that the viner should be at liberty to re¬ 
sume such jaghires as he might dud necessary, with 
a reeerre that, in all cases where the Company was 
goarantee, the amount of the net collection should, 
on the resnmptlon of the lands, be paid In ready 
mon^ to tho dispossessed jagheerdar, throngh the 
Brieyi resident. 

The* third article related to Fyzoola Khan. This 
was the chief whose protracted reastance had for 
some time deferred the final termination of the Bo- 
hilla war.* Moio fortunate than some* of his com* 
panions is aims, he obtained hy treaty the grant 
of oertain distnota of consideiable valne, binding 
himself, is rstnm, to retain in hia service not more , 

than fire thousand troops, and in time of war to 
assist the vizier with two or three thousand, accord¬ 
ing to hla ability. To this treaty Fysoola KSatl 
’ was very anrtons to obtain the guarantee of the » 

British govennsent, and be Anally succeeded. On 
the breaking out of the French war, the English 
aonght assistance fVom Fyzoola Khan. Seme was 
a^rded, but not enough to meet their nocessltiee , ' 

QP'V^heSi and the vizier was requested to demand- j 

freha'Fysoola Khan the aid of five thonaand hbs^ *1 

The answer of the chief was to the effect that Us 
force oonsifiOed of only two thousand horee and three 
thousand footl that the fbnner were at the service 
of the British government, and that part of them 
were actually so * employed; but that the three 
* S«8 47. 
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OBAT. XU. thons&nd fbot wore wonted at homo, and that with* 
out thcan tbo coUcctiona couJd not be made. The 
govemor'^Doral thought fit to regard this aoewor as 
ovasiTe> and, with the ooxvcujrezLte of hia counoil, 
directed tb^ British resident at Luokoow to demand 
throe thousand horse fi'om Pyaoola Khan. The 
demand was made aud refused; but tho refusal 
was softened by an offer to furnish two thousand 
horse and one thousand foot \ an offbr which tho 
instructions of the British negotiator did not pormit 
him to accept. The Tisier, therefore, proposed the 
resumption of tho jeghue of Pyzoola Khan; and the 
third article of tJie treaty of Chunaighur declai'ed 
that the chief hod, by his broach of treaty, forfeited 
the protection of tho English; a declaration fol¬ 
lowed by a provision pormltting the vizier, “when 
time should suit,” to resume the jaghiro, paying to 
the chief its value as recoguized by the treaty, after 
deducting the charges of tho ^wps which he stood 
“ engaged to famish by treaty,” tlie amount of 
which was to be paid to the Company. 

It imposalble to oharactorizo these proceedinga 
otherwise tl^an as grossly iniquitous. Fyzoola Khan 
WAS bound to fiimish to the visler “two or three 
thousand mon, according to his ability,” but nothing 
was s^pnlated os to the description of meci. When 
aid is required, five thousand, instead of two or 
three, ai'o demanded, and these cavalry, although 
the treaty does not give tho right of insisting that a 
single man shall be mountod. The demand is thon 
reduced, so as to bring it, with respect to number. 
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•within the letter of tli© tieetj; but the “ ahilit;" of chap, xu. 
Pyzoola Khan is eesmaed at the highoat .point, aoid 
three thousand men are called for. Thej are oiferedi 
but it is still insisted ^at the 'whole eh^ be oaT^r^, 
aad>iipo& the chieftain’s refusal to ooinplf, it it 86- 
letonl^ declared tttat tb6 treaty has been broken, that 
the guacaniee of the British goTenonent has been 
'withdraws, and that the vuser may posaees bimself 
of his Tasaal’s lands whenever it sliall suit his oonve- 
ofeoce. It is true, that it was alleged that Fysoola 
Khan kept more troops tlian were allowed by the 
treaty, and that some deception had been practised 
as to the value of his jagihi^ Neither these 
ebargea is impr^able; but it v^as upon tns assumed 
ftihrre to Ornish the military aid stipulated by the 
trha^ ttrat sentedoe. of depo^tion was passed upon 
bicu 

• It cannot but be desirable to become acqu^ted 
with the precise views of the govemor'goneral in the 
course pursued towards Fyzoola Khan. Happily be 
has explained them is a document 'which accompa¬ 
nied the treaty of Chunarghnr, when tonamitted to 
his oolleagnes, His comment on the article relating 
Ce^E^y«rela Khan eomnvencea thus The oonHiu^ 
of Khan in ueAising tbe aid demanded* 

though not an ••absolute breach of treaty, was eva¬ 
sive and unoandid.” The arUoie te vAioh Hastings 
'was ad v^rtix^ assumes a breach of treaty on the part 
of Fysoola Khan, aid visits it with pnnishment. 

The man who subeoribed this nrbicle on the part of 
the Britteh goveramenc says that there was no ab* 
voi. JT. 


V 
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OHAP. sat- eohte lireoch of treaty. Aceording to the priyate 
opioiou of the goy«nu>r-gener&i, was {}mt6 at 
varianco with Ms public opizdCA, tl^e obief ftiult of 
Fyzoola Khan was want of candour. Well was it 
for Hastings that this oiSboce was not always pun¬ 
ished with loss of office; had sudi been the nde, his 
name would scarcely have found a place in tho his¬ 
tory of British India. Haying dotennined tho of' 
fniCQ of Fyeoala £han, the goyemor-geueral pro¬ 
ceeds to misrepresent the conditions of tho treaty 
with whloh it was oonneoted. ** The demsind/’ says 
he, ^ was made for fiye thousand cavalry. The en¬ 
gagement in the treaty ie, literally, for five thousand 
horse and foot.** This osserlaon is untnio. Fysoola 
Khan was 1 ‘cstiained by txuaty from keeping in Ills 
fiorvjco more than five thousand moQ; hut tho 
amount of his assistance to the yizier, as alroady 
stated to be two or three thousand men, oc- 
oevdisg to his aldlity.'’ The goyemor-genorol pro¬ 
ceeds to obsorre, that the British goremment wore 
in great wont of caralry, and in no want of in^try, 
and complains that '* so scrupulous an attention to 
literal expression, when a more liberal inteipretation 
would have been highly useful and aoceptablo to us, 
strongly marks his unMendlj disposition, though it 
may not impeach his fidelity:'’—an extraordinary 
* remark, but lees extraordinary than that with which 
tile goyemor-general doses the subject. I am of 
opinion that neither the yisiez's nor the Compsc/s 
imterests would be promoted by depriying Fysoola 
Khan of his independency, and 1 haye, therefore, 
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reserred thd esocution of the to &n indo* chap. xii. 

fimte Corm, iind oiu govemmont maf aJwaya later- 
fere to preyent any ill effect from it I” It la tlius 
attested by Hastings himself, that he cot only 
pledged the British govenmiont to the recognition 
of an alleged Fyzoola Khan had hrokon 

the treaty with the yjziepj while he priyateiy avowed 
his conviction that the dilation waa false, hut that 
he eolemnly engaged, on the port of that govore- 
mont, ^at one of its aJUos should he permitted to 
do that whidi Hastings did cot think ought to be 
done, and which, in the very act of conceding, he 
had taken precautions to prevent I Volumes of ela¬ 
borate disqui^tion ooold not reveal the oharaoter of 
Hastings so completely as thefewsontences of com¬ 
ment oa tho third article of the treaty of Chunai- 
ghnr, which he has left for the information of p(»> 
terity. It is for this reason that the transactions 
in wliich Fysoola Khao was coDcomed have hoeu 
dwelt upon at some length. Heltherin themselves, 
nor in their results, are they of any importance; hut 
8S illustrating the character and tho policy of one 
who aotod so conspicuous a part on the stage of In¬ 
dian politics 98 did Hastings, they acquire on ind- 
daatsi value whioh gives them a title to be Ksoded 
from cb^on. Hastings, always vefasment in up¬ 
holding the wisdom sad virtao Of his own acts, 
could not roQse the seal of edf^laudation to the 
pitch of defending his condnet with regard to By- 
soola Khan. He attributed it to the hurry and 
dgitatdon consequent on his situation at Chnnarghuiv 

y2 
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ctr^t. xji, but it would b© doing iigustioe to Hastings’s calm in- 
trcjdditj to accept the excuse. Danger noror de- 
prlTod Warren Hastings of self-cozninaad; and, as 
at the veiy moment when lie was pretending to gi^a^ 
tiry the Tizier by eunendering to him the territories 
of Fyzoola Khan be provided for dofteating the ob- 
ject, it is clear that neichor Ids usual coolness nor 
ills usual craftinoffi bod deserted 1dm. rtoatings At 
Chnnaighur was all that he lied over hoen olsewhei^o 
~tho orookod and reckless politician, but the eahu 
and dauntless man. In quitting this subject it is 
only necessary to state, that f^zoola Khan was not 
dispossessed of bis dominions—that his military aov' 
vice was ultimately commuted for a poouiuary pay¬ 
ment, on which occasion Hnatings gave a tmo ver¬ 
sion of the treaty between the vbior and his dcpon> 
dant, and represented the gieat advantages of thus 
getting rid of *'an article of a treaty which was 
of such a tenoQT and so loosely worded, that the 
vizier could never have derived any real advantage 
ftom it." 

The foortli article of the new trea^ with the 
vizier related to the withdrawal of tire British rcei- 
deiit from Furraekabad, and requires no notioe hero. 
All these aiiioles were suggested by the vizier, and 
conceded for his grotifioarion. In return, the go- 
veraor-geneinl demanded nothing, but offered to 
the vizier abundance of good advice with respect to 
the redttcdon of unnocessaty expense, and the regu¬ 
lar and orderly nanageinent of his financed, to 
which the prinoo engaged to attend. ' 
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The secoml article of the treaty, tli&t which re- chap. xii. 
latcd to the j^seral resmuption of jaghiros, was the 
most UDporbimt ia its oonsequouces. Amoi^ those 
ailccted hj it were two fomaloe of high raah—oce 
the mother of the relg;ning prince, the other his 
grandmothor. These ladies were endowed witff 
Jogliiros hn thoir mai&texumce, which were now 
doomod to conSscatlofi; thus leaving them depen¬ 
dant for their iutme snpport on tlie good pleasure of 
the Tisieiv or on the power and inclination of tho 
British government to compel him to perform bis 
engagements. The begums knew tho character of 
Choir miserable relative too well to plaoe an/ cos£- 
donee in him, and the recent oondnot of tho govar- 
nor-geneml was not such as eovdd lead them to en¬ 
tertain much respect for English faith. 

In addition to tho jagUires with wbicli tliey wore 
endowed, the begums possessed considerable trea¬ 
sure. The vizier bad long coveted the possession of 
this: and Hastings, fooling that nothing could be 
more convenient to the finances of the British go- 
venunont than a transfer, to the vider, of wealth 
which would immediately undergo a second transfer 
to the treasury of Bengal in liquidation of his debt, 
etrcnnonsly recommended the ezeoudon of the vi¬ 
zier’s Icog-dienshed wish. It is true that io the 
younger begum die good foith of the British go¬ 
vernment had been pledged for tbe proteotion of her 
property. In consideration of sums amounting to 
more than six hundred thousand pounds, advanced 
by hur to meet the exigencies of her son, tlie Com- 
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CHAP. XU. p^7 bad solenmlf gnArantced to her the end 
eatire enjoyment of her estates, effects, and ja^ 
hires. Suhse^acntly to this agreement^ both ladies 
had oceasion to seek the protection of the Brltisli 
^temment against their rektion, and its interfereDoo 
'was affbrded in a manner vhich evinced a just ap* 
preciation of the req^ective positions of all the par* 
ties concerned. In favour of the older hegum, who 
bad no claim of right upon the Company’s govern¬ 
ment, the resident at Oude was directed simply to 
remonstrate. With regard to the younger begutn, 
whose property that govomment had bound Itself to 
defend, a higher tone was sssomed. The resident 
was directed to c^ord her support in all the rights 
she possessed in virtue of the treaty concluded be¬ 
tween her and her sou, under the guarantee of the 
Company. Notwithstanding this fcreaty-notwlt]!- 
stasdiug the subsequent fonoal recognition of its 
binding ibroe, Hastings had, by an equally solemn 
instrument, consented to the d^rivaMon of the be¬ 
gum of her JaghirOi and to the coniieostion of her 
m 0 veable property. It was neottsary find lessons 

for the spoliation. The two following are those 
oseigued by Hastings and bis First, that 

wealth of the younger hegum belonged of right 
to the reigning prince ; that it had either been im¬ 
properly alienated Aum him by his fiither and prede¬ 
cessor, or fraudulently appropriated by his mother, 
and that her retention of it was at variance with the 
Mahometan law. Secondly, that both the begems 
weie actuated by feelings of hostility to the British 
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goterujnent; that they had eocowaged the rehellion chap. xii. 
of Cheyt Singh, and had excited disturbancca in 
other placed. The firat of theae rooeons ia not very 
formidable. If the begum had really no right to the 
vealth which she poeeeeaed, how came the British 
goTemment to reoogniso the ozistonco of hor right, 
atiil formally engage to defend it ? The objection, 
if valid, came too lato. Tho govomor-goneral and 
oonncil weie preoludod by their own acts from 
taking advantage of it. 

The second head of justifienUon—the charge of 
hostility to tlie English—vests on a vast moss of do* 
oumontaiy testimony, the anolyus of which would 
fatigue without enlightening the reader. It must 
suffice to observe, that it consists of beorsay ovi- 
dence of the loosest and most unsatisfactoiy ch^ 
racter, scarcely meriting any sort of notice, and oe7« 
tainly far foom snffiedent to justify such a measuro os 
tho plunder of two women of high nmk of all that 
they poBseased. An extraordinary effiirt was made 
to give importance to this evidence by the mode In 
wluch it was taken. It consisted of a vast number 
of affidavits, which were sworn before the cdiief jus* 
tico of the Supreme Court of Calcutta and the 
judge of tho Budder Dewanny Adawlut. It will be 
recollected that the two titles do not dsdgnate two 
l>er 80 D 8 J Sir Bnpey, charged with the admi* 
nistration of jnstloe in two courts subsisting uoder 
two different authorities, found time, notwithstond* 
ing, to exercise magistral functions which do not 
appear to have devolved upon him in virtue of 
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CBAF. X 22 . his coDDectioQ ‘mth dthoT. His stormy qpotests 
with the goTernor-geneml liUled into the most 
soothiog caim, he was now ready to lacquey tho 
keels of the same goTemor-goiier&k fof Qo higher 
purpose than that of heating affidaritd sworn at a 
place where this ioriathan of judicial digruty could 
not, mther as a King's or Company’s jndgo, pre¬ 
load to any junsdicticn. The plan ongiuatod with 
the cliJdf justioo himself Hastings was pioparing a 
narratiTe to Tindioato his own csonduot in relation to 
Benaros and Oude. Tenderness for the reputation 
of the goTemor-general induced the learned judge 
to suggest, with more seal than jwlitenoss, that the 
people of England would not believe Hastings on 
Ms own word, and that it would bo advisable to 
support his statement by aihdaTibs. The governor- 
general thereupon inquired whether Sir Elijah Im* 
pey would reedve necessary affidavits, and the 
ever-ready judge promptly complied. The resident 
mxd hifi assistant appear generally to have procured 
the depositions, the chief justice swore the party 
ofihring them, and thus was this remarkable body of 
evidence collected.* 

The ozecation of the deeign which Hastings bad 
thus prepared to justify was, however, more tardy 
than he bad either wished or expected. From timi¬ 
dity, or some other caose, the viaier was slow in ear- 
lying out the views which he appeared to entertain 
in common with the governor-genexol. On the part 
<]f the begums there was neither timidity nor vaiji]- 
* M!duM of BridsicA on tJie Tsi&lof Hutuig«, vol. t. 
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latioiw They remopstrated ^ai]lat the impeDding ohaf. xxr. 
alienation of their property. They prepared to fol¬ 
low up remoDfitiTance by resfstance, aod bo formi¬ 
dable did their preparations appear to the Britieh 
resident, that lie requested a regirseat of Bopoya to 
support tho Tiaier’a officers. It u here necossary to 
obBorre, that Mr. Bristow, who had been reluctantly 
re-appobCed to the office of reel dent at Oude, iu 
consequonoe of the compact with Frauds, bad been 
again removed, and his place enppliod by Heatlngs'a 
ftttaolicd follower, Mr. Middleton. This was in open 
rllBrcgard of the orders of the Court of Directors; 
but such acts on the part of the govemor-genend 
liad hooome so frequent, that they scoroely call for 
notloej except where it is neoossnty to enable tbo 
reader properly to undersCand the eVonta preaented 
to him. 

The govomoi'-geneml, rosolred that the designs of 
tlio visiei* should not miscarry for wont of a sufficient 
force, proposed to answer the call of Mr. MiddJeton 
with an extraordinary degree of liberality. Instead 
of one lugimont, he directed tho maroh of four, 
with n Hold tmin; but the resident woe appreheu- 
sivo the appiuricb of so numorous a force wotjd 
be disagreeable to the vbner, and on his suggeetdon 
its march was countermanded., la the moen time 
Mr. Middleton applied himself to quicken the flick¬ 
ering eneigy of the Tudev, and at, length obtained bia 
authority to eeiee the kedah at Fyzabad, in which the 
younger begum rcaded. TbU was effected without 
bloodalicd by a regiment of British sepoya, supported 
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CUAF. xn, hj a portion of the vizier*s troops; the foroo which 
had been collected for the defence of the dwelling 
retiring, and drawing np in front of another honed 
belonging to the elder begom, to whioh the younger 
lady had previonsty withdrawn. The rlzier there- 
npon leaned an order, requiring all aimed men, ea^ 
oept his own troo|>s,* to depart beyond the preoinota 
of the town, under pain of hoing attackod. Some 
delay took place in yielding obedionoo to tlio order; 
but tho two principal eunuchs attached to tho osta^ 
bhebment of the younger begum surrondoring them- 
selvea, the town was soon CTacuated by thoir armed 
followers. Aftei’ an intorral of a few days, an arrange¬ 
ment was made, the begum undortaking to snrreu- 
der ah the treasure which bad belonged to the for¬ 
mer ‘rizier, 

The procesB of surrender commenced, but pro¬ 
ceeded with a tardiness proportioned to the repug¬ 
nance with which it was undertaken. To quicken 
its progress, the two confidential adTis»s of the 
hcgtim were pat in irons and restrained &om £ood; 
To relieve themselTee, these persons entered into m 
engagement for the payment of a Ltfge eom; but, m 
fulfilling its terms, the usual proportion of oriental 
delay and evasion was not wanting. After various 
attempts to extort payment by appeals to the fears 
of the prisoners, they were removed to Lucknow. 

* He E c ^ ah troops wen of eoaree excepted from the opera* 
tioa of this order; bat this is not stated m the aathorit^ on which 
this pert of the DCunhTo realz r e }cttor of Mr. Middleton, IStli 
Jaauny. 1 768, repcfftiog the events to the governar.gencnL 
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foHo^dng letter ir&s addressed to the ofScor of ceap. xii. 
thegfaard there hj Mr. Johnson, the acting reeldcnt. 

The Nabob having determined to inflict corporal 
punishment upon the prisoners under ^our guard, 
tills is to desire that his officers, ^hen thej shall 
como, may baTO free access to the piiscmers, and bo 
permitted to do 'with them as they shail see propor; 
only taking oaio that they lesTS them always under 
your charge/^ It is not clear whether tho inilicUon 
of direct torture wero actually intended, or whether 
this letter was only a new expedient to work upon 
the fear of tho miserable prisoners, in the expecta¬ 
tion of drawing forth a little more money. There 
is no proof that the order was erer acted upon, and 
as the prisoners do not appear to hare complained 
of any seTeritieB exceefiug those that they bad pre- 
Tionsly suffered, the presumption is, that imprison¬ 
ment, fetters, and depriTation of food, constituted 
the sum of their sufierings. Still it is lamentafaJo 
to find the name of a eerrant of the British govern¬ 
ment attached to a letter, avowedly sanctioning the 
UBO of torture, as the means of extorting money. 

Nor can it even be denied that, to a certain extent, 
the practice had been previously employed, and 
without reeorting to the vizieris au^ority as a soreen. 

The irons fixed on the liml« of the prisonera ware 
not imposed fin* the puqiose of security, but because 
it was judged that the pain and inconvemence pro¬ 
duced by them would render the wearers anxious to 
purchase ease by the surrender of treasure, and it 
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cH&p, 7JU oaimot be otbii pretended t^iat the withholding of 
ibod could have uxy other object. 

While the bcguicus* serruiie were trembling in 
captivity at Lucknow, tbe palace of tbo begums at 
Fyeabad was blockaded. But these violent moa- 
suies b^g £)imd at last to Ml of producing any 
ade^^unte eUbcti the begums wore reliovod fit>m the 
presBoce of their besiegors, and thoir long suifering 
somnts set at liberty. 

The joy of the latter at their delivenmcc is ropi^c- 
sented as being deeply afBsotmgi weak, timid, and 
considerably advanced in years, those persons wore 
tittle calculated to meet the trials to which they 
were exposed. It soems Imposdblo to ozompt 
tliosc to whom they owe their suderings from the 
charge of cruelty, or to deny that tlio senes of 
actions, of which those sufferings form part, present 
a very discreditable passage in the history of the 
oonneotion of England and India. The preoise share 
of the discredit which is due to the gOTemoi^geDeral 
has been questioned; bnt it would be dhSloal^ to 
exonerate him irom any portion of it. To the ^iiurre 
of the jaghirs which had been guaranteed to the 
younger begum by the British government he gave 
bis delibeiaie assent. Tbe seizure of the treasures 
seems to have been an afccr-tliought, and it was 
suggested by tbe vizier that it should be regarde<l os 
a substitute for the intended conHscntion of tbe 
jeghirea. Hastings entirely approved of the design 
of ^pTopriating tho hoarded wealth of the begums, 
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bnb not a nmeom for their Mds. He fneisted chap. xix. 
tliAt both should be taken, and, vith some reluo* 
tnnco, the vuier yielded. Haetings, it must be 
Added, expreeeed great disapprobation of the conduct 
of tho rceident, Mr. Middleton; but it wss not on 
account of his rigour, hut of his moderation. He 
^roa too slow in f ulfilling the orders of tiio goTemor- 
generaJ to place tho begums entirely at the mercy 
of the yimr. Such was the language of Hostioga; 
each were his yiowb ^tU regard to the partiee against 
'Whom tho proceedings 'wore mainly dlroctcd. The 
cnioltiea inflicted upon the unhappy servante of the 
bogums are not attributable to any positive orders 
of Hastings, but he vas apprised of them shortly 
after they commenced^ and H doee not appear 
he even expressed any disapprobation of them. He 
was resolved that money should be obtained, and he 
was never scrupulous as to the means by which an 
object upon which his mind was fixed was to bo 
achieved. 

His sitnation has been urged in his defence, and 
bis sitnation was undoubtedly difficult and perilous. 

'With an exhausted treasury, he had to find the 
means of carrying on expensive wars. But if Hss« 
tinge might dispossess the begums of thdr property 
merely because he wanted it, he might have taken 
the same course with regard to any other partiee, 
and those ladles were unfortunate in being the most 
convonient objects of plunder. Hostings, however, 
contended that tho penalties infilctod upon the 
begums wore just, and if so, ho requires not tho plea 
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. i^u. of oecosity. If, on the other band, the begnms 
were treated with injqetice, the necessities of the 
governor-genenl cannot altar the ohamcter of the 
acts which he Banctaoned and enibrcod. A Bbate, 
iike an individual, most supply its necessities by 
lionCBt maeiis. 

With states, indeed, os well os with mdividuals, 
want is often the inoentivo to crime. Vaiione in> 
stanoee of thb ate to he found in tho early history 
of British dominion in India. JaiGer Ali Khan was 
dethroned, and Meer Cossiin elevated to his place, 
because the British treasury was empty. IXaetings 
en^a^ed in the Rehills war from a similar motive, 
and the spoUation of the begums can claim no more 
respectable origin. Such acts are incapable of solid 
defence, and their moral defonnity is so striking as 
aoaroely to need exposure. The ploa of necessity 
is tb&t of the sturdy mendicant or the vagrant 
freebooter, and it is disgmoofol to rulers, profoaaing 
to govern in the spirit of justice and civilkation, to 
have tecouiae to it. The story of the arron and 
cunning of those who have thus sacrificed right io 
apparent expediency is not without as & warn* 
bg to thoeo who oocapy similar high stetsons and 
are sul^ect to the like responsibilities. It suggests 
the importance of a carefol improvement of the 
Ksourcee of the countries which they govern, and a 
oerefhl administration of their finances, in order to 
avert that prcssaic of necessity under which the 
honous of public men has so often been tost, and 
that of'ther istmtnj impaired. Nor js this the only 
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lesson afforded: tbe uoanlmous judgment of houcet chap. xn. 
and Impartkl men has stamped with reprobation the 
more than equlTocal acts Irf which Hastings and 
others haTe, at various times, sought to relieve the 
distreesea of the state which they governed. Such 
will bo the lot of those, if actj should unhappllj be 
found, who shall follow their escample. Thej will 
pnrohsso present ease at the price of pemanent 
disgrace. This is to be remembered, when neceesity 
calls for extraordinary measures to meet it. Xo 
management can command unvarying dnandal pros¬ 
perity; no wisdom of administration can ensure 
exemption from reverses. Misfortune may overtake 
the most prudent rulers and ihiatTate the most 
judidoQS plans. At such moments, when the quea- 
tion arises, wh&t is to be done to relieve the presence 
of distress? eelf-respeot, if all other motives be 
wanting, should suggest the answer—any thing 
within the limits of justice and honour—nothing 
beyond tlteim 

The meeting of Hastings and the visier at Chu- 
narghur took place in September, 17S1. The rest 
of the year was consumed In endeavooring to force 
the oour^ pf the vizier to the point neoeeso^y £ot 
executing the vie«% of the govamor-generah The 
first part of the year 1782 was occupied in the vio- a.d. l 7S2. 
lent proceedings fbr obtaining possessioQ of the wealth 
of the begtuzLS, wtdeh have been related. Violent 
as they were, they speared to the governor-general 
too tome; and bis displeasure on this occa^on, as 
has already been noticed, was intimated in no cqui- 
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CHAP. zii. TOQ&] t^rms to the rosicleiit, Mr. Middleton. At Inst, 
this long-patronized fayourite of Hostings lolin- 
^uishod the ofilco in ^hich Hastings had ])e}'tina- 
cioi 2 e]y maiatained him, and bis place vas supplied 
bj Mr. Bristow, a man towards whom the g:ovomor- 
gonoral bod alwajs manJ^tod the most bitter hosti¬ 
lity, and in whom be had repeatedly doolarod lio 
oould place no confidonco. Two years boforo this 
oxtraordinaiy appointment took place, Hastings had 
thue expressed himself in a private letter ;—** The 
wretch, Bristow, is gone to Luoknow. If he at¬ 
tempts to do tnisoldef there, I will reoal bira. For 
God’s sake, help to rid mo of so unworthy an anta¬ 
gonist, end to gain me tlm privilege of employing 
my own iuitinmeuts, if tlie futmo salvation of tbo 
Company is to bo left to my care. I will not em¬ 
ploy Bristow, tboDgh my life should bo the forfeit of 
my refusal.”* He did, however, at no great dis¬ 
tance of rime, Mnploy the man whom be had stigma¬ 
tized as a wrotoh,” and at the very place where he 
hod expreesed an apprehension that be Bright*do 
mischief; this too, although thero wai appamtly bo 
jirospeot of his life being endangered by refbsal. To 
unravel the mystery ‘which hongs over this appoint- 
mont would he difficult, if not impossiblo, and tlio 
subject is of so Httlo public intcroat, that tlie result, 
if attainable, would not repay tho necessaiy labour. 
Hastings appears to have ascribod the appointment to 

* ^ Gi^'t Moaoin of Hutiogi. vol. li. pcige 900. It U 
dqc staled to wliom tbie letter wes addressed, but it ntoy be pre* 
suned that it w to Mr. Solivoo. 
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& desire to gratiiy one of his coUen^es it council,* crap. xii. 
but bis habitual disnmulatioc renders this donbtru). 

One point, at loest, is clear; it T?ouId argue little oc- 
quuQtaiLcc vitiithe charactor of Haatiogs to suppose 
that he was influenced hj the opinion of the Court 
of Diroetora in fovour of Mr. Bristow. To whatever 
his condnot might be owing, it wm certainly not to 
this. 

As might be expected, Mr. Biiatow gave no 
greater aatisfhctiou than his predecessor, and a few 
months a^r hia appointment the govemor'general 
proposed his recal. The proposal was rejected hy 
liis colleagues, and Hr. Bristow was pennltted to 
I’etaln bis offioe a little longer.f Hastings, however, 

* 8m Ole^s Memaira ot Hutiagt, v6l, ii page 139. 

t The eoasoil at this time confuted ot the goreraor.foien], Mr. 

Wbeler, Mr. Mnepbenon, formerl; ogeaC to the Nabob of Aroot 
(vhoMnM to high atatioQ in the CompanT** seirice vlU bamfter 
be adrerted to), and Mr. Sloblea, prenooaly, like Mr. 'Wbelar, n 
director. HoatingB wia anch aanojed bj their oppoutiwi, and 
had theypoucaaed tbe energy of daTonng, Monaon, endFraode. 
a repetition of the atormy aeenea of fonner dnyi might hiTc taken 
place. Haatinga. in one of hie lotten to hie agent in England. 

Major Soott. draws the charuten of his co&eaguee m n manner 
which, if not implicitly to be traatod, neTertheleae deserves to be 
qnoted u pourtraying hie own feeUngs toworda them. Hestinp 
•ays, Yon will wonder that ell my cconeU ihonld oppoae me t 
•0 do I. But tbe fact is tills ; Maopherson end Sables bavo 
intiinidated ^eler. whom they hate, end he them, moat cordially. 

Maephersoo. who ii Itimaelf all sweatoen. attacbee himself orer. 
lastingly to 8taMe«. Uowa him up Into a ooatinoel tozoonr. WbioU 
be takea eara to prevent from anbdding: and Stables, fron no 
other cause that 1 Imow. opposes me witii a ntnoonr eo aoeom' 
rnon. that it extends even to his owd friends, if my wishea chane e 
to precede hia own In any propoaal to aerre them. In coancil he 

VOL. U. ii 
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CEiAP. XJi. ncvor yielded a pQrj>060> if it wero possible to carry 
it: if felled 1u one attempt, he had recourse to ain>* 
ther, differing somewhat In ohaiaetor or iu the means 
of making it. He now proposed the aholition of the 
Bri^ah roaidency atOu<ld,a 2 id the restoration of power 
to the native authoH^s. This proposal was discussod 

eitt Aolk; md iUoQt, wtuting Co dednrs Us oplaion when mino i* 
recorded; or if he ipeaks, ic U to ask queeliou of cavil, or to oon- 
tndict, ia laagua^ cot very guarded, bad with atone oflnaole&ca 
which I ^ould ii] hear from an equj}, and vhleh often tiirowe mo 
off guard of my prudanea: for, my dear Scott, 1 brnnot that 
ooUeeted firmneu of miod whioh looce poMe*aed» and vbloh gavo 
me euoh a soperionty io my co&taata with Clavering and Ida 
uiociacei."—Oleig'sMemoira ofHastiaga.vol.iu.pagei 12IiI38. 
In aaotiier part of the aama lector Haeringa vricaa: ** I stay moat 
caluotantly oa every aeeounh for my haada arc ae effecCiially 
bouod aa they vara in tbeyeor 1775,hut vrich thia difference, that 
there ia no lead aubatitated to suae."'—Pud, page 1S9. In 
another letter to Major Scott, HaaCiaga again gnea flow to hia 
aentimenta of hie eoUeaguea. After aaaigniiig fear of Che inquiriei 
and proceedinga then ia progreae at beme oa odq of the moClvaa 
of tbeir caoduot, and atating that Mr. Wbelar had copftsaed It, 
he eaya, " Aa Co the o^r two, they reoalved an early bmc from 
^BT friaida not to atCacb tbemadvea to a fallen intercat* and 
they took the flrat occavon Co prove that, if 1 waa Co be ramoTed, 
their rcBMvBl was not to follow aa a neoeaaary odoeatpunM of 
their oenneotion with me. by oppo^g mo on every oocanon, on 
the moeC popolar grounda, on the plea of Soosomy asd obedience of 
orders, which &ey apply indiaoBZcmately'to every ncaaure which 
1 recommend, and Mr. Stables wth a aperit of rancour which 
nodung can et^ual but bia ignonnee. Ifia ffisad. with the 
moat Impo^g talcnCa and aa elegant aad imeiwMng flow of 
words. koowB aa little of buolaes aa be does, and Wheler la 
really n sian of boaineaa; yet I cannot i»*in of it, nor 

persuade him to trust to hia own si^ettaacy. He hates then, 
and ia irnplicicly guided by them, and ao he always will be by 
those who command him, end poaaeae at tbe same rime n majori^ 
of voinea."—[bid. pagea 145. Ud. 
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)3j the members of coimcil through sevei'al deja, chap. xit. 
towards the close of the year 17SS, and Hastinge a.dTTjss. 
triumphed. He subsequent!}' tendered his own 
services to proceed to Luoknow, and, though op¬ 
posed in oounoil, ho succeeded In carr}ing this 
point also. On the 17th February, he departed on A.D. irw. 
bis jomney, and, passing through Benares, bnd on 
opportunity of witnessing the wretched state of the 
districts formerly administered by Cbeyt Singb. 

The manager first appointed to act for the rajah had 
been dismissed, bocauso he ^d not make his pay¬ 
ments with punctuality. His successor, acting upon 
tho principle that the sum fixed for the revenue 
zunst be collected, had subjected the inhabitants to 
terrible ezactioss, which, together with a long con¬ 
tinued drought, had reduced the country to devasta¬ 
tion. At Lucknow, where he arrived on the 27th 
March, the principal basinees of Hostings was to 
moke antmgomouts for the payment of the vmier’s 
debt to the Company, but be also took the opportu¬ 
nity of restoring to tho begums a portion of the 
jagbircs of which they bad recently been violently 
deprived. This act is more difficult to be accounted 
for than that by which the ladies were de^oiled. 

It is true that the treatment of the begums bad been 
severely animadvorted upon at home, but Hastings 
was not in the habit of paying much attention to 
such circumstances; and it is somewhat romark&blc 
that, after denouncing thepiincesses as the mveterato 
enemies of the British government, watebmg for 
opportunities of undermining it and anxionsly de- 

z 2 



340 


HISTORY OP THE 


£FTA¥. XII. siring its destruction* lie noTr spoke of both lAdies as 
. being entirely in bis interest, end expressed Uis 

belief that thdr in£uence T^lth the Yi 2 ier vould bo 
exercised beneficially for the country which lie re¬ 
presented.* The reader who baa followed the his¬ 
tory of Hastings to this period will, liowerer, bare 
become acenstomed to theso sudden changes, and 
haye ceased to feet any surprise at them. On the 27th 
k n. irS4. of Angust Hastings quitted Lucknow, aud on his 
way through Bennree endeaTOnred to restore some 
degree of order, the oountiy being almost without a 
goTemmenc. He arrived in Calcutta early in No- 
vetaher, and In February following embarked for 
England. 

^ \ 

* Bee h\fi letter to Mrs. Hastings (tlien m Bnglund) In ?oI. ii. 
of Gldg’s Meinoin. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Bv on act of povliament passed in the yeox 1779> 
tlio powers of tho existing government of Bengsl 
woro Qontiuoed for one yoai i* by another act» passed 
in 1780, they were renewed for one year more. In 
1761 an act was passed, by which the right of 
the Company to their exolnsive trade, and to the 
territorial possessions of India, was conhnned to 
them nntil the expiration of three yeais^ notice to be 
givon by parliament after tbe Istof Maroh, 1791. 
In tbe same sesaon an aoi was passed to remedy the 
abuses of the Supreme Court, f This ees»OD also 
produced the appointment of a select and a secret 
committee of the House of Commons on Indian af> 
fairs, the ono proposed by the opposition, the other 
by the minister. Each committee made numerous 
and Toluminous reports. 

India> Indeed, oont^'hued to oconpy, in an unusual 
degree, the attention of parliament. In May, 1782, 
a resolution, condemnatory of the conduct of Hast¬ 
ings, was voted by the«House of Commons, and the 
Court of Directors resolved to rccal him. In the 
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* As Aotieed st 129. 


t See note on pegs 146. 
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CHAP. xiiL general court Hastings was more fortunate, a coDai> 
dorabie mjyority declaiing agamst his rccal. 

Othei' resolutions subsequent!; passed the House 
of CozazDons, aAeoting Tarioos persons, and among 
tliem the lOog’a chief justice, the Company's chief 
judge of the Suddor Dewamiy Adawlnt, and tljo 
goYemor-genoraVa taker of affidavits, Sir EHJcJi Im- 
pey. The House addressed the Crown, praying for 
his recal, and an order to that oifoet was trausmittucL 
Impeachment was threatened, hut not carried into 
ei^cb. 

A period was approaching when the e^ccitement 
previoufily existing ou Indian afikiie, great as it had 
been, was to he increased. The ministry of Lord 
Hoith had ^len early in the yeai* 1782. Tbo fceblo 
and shortrllved administrations of the Marquis of 
Kocklngham and Bari of Sholbume followed In sue* 
cession. The latter was destroyed by tho force of the 
united parties of Mr. Fox and Lord Korth, whoso 
triuioph introduced a cabinet famous in the history of 
British party as the coaUtaon ministry. The two sec¬ 
tions of which this ministry was composed had been 
long engaged in detenniixod bosUlity to each other. 
The hahitoal urbanity of Lord North had restrsdned 
him from indulging in the furious InveotiTe of his 
opponents, but the violence of their language to¬ 
wards him bad been unmeasured; yet they were 
now his allies—a common d^re to storm the seat 
of power having brought together men whose dif- 
ferances appeared irreconcilable. Th^ had suc¬ 
ceeded f the seals of office were theln, but not the 
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con6ddRcd of the Cmwn, not the good-will of the chap. xnr. 
people. By the Kiog they were hated Mr. Fox 
and hlB party he bad long disliked, and his late fa¬ 
vourite, Lord North, by his union with that party, 

Lad lost for ever the confideuce of his Majesty, 
wliioh be had before so largely enjoyed. With 
tbo people the new ministry was eminently unpopu¬ 
lar, the monstrous sacrifice of principle which had 
been mode for its fonuation having disgastod honest 
and oonsistont men of all parties. Still the minis¬ 
try was strong; it had the support of a veet majo¬ 
rity of the great and powerfol families of the coun¬ 
try, and on this ground it hoped to defy tho united 
hostility of Elingand people. 

At this time every man could declaim on the mis- 
government of India, and every man was prepared 
with a remedy; it would have heen strange, there¬ 
fore, if a muustry, so bold and, in tbelr own belief, 
so strong, shonld have shrunk &om the teak of re¬ 
forming Indian a&iia. The coalition ministry en¬ 
tered office in April, 17S3. On the 18tb of Novem* a. d. trss. 
bep following, Mr. Fox, one of the sscretarioa of 
state, moved for leave to bring in a bill ** for the 
better goveroniont of our territorial possessions and 
dependencies in India.*’ Having prepared the way, 
attacking the East-ludia Company and all per¬ 
sons connected with it, Mr. Fox proceeded to ex¬ 
pound the plan which himself and his colleagues had 
prepared for its annihilatron. Ah power, oommer' 
cial as well as politiool, was to bo taken from the 
Company and transferred to two boards: ono to 
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CRAP. xm. ootisist of fioven par8ons> to liold office fbr a torm of 
^ears, under whose coDtroI the whole ^vennaent 
of India WQ6 to be placed; the other to bo com¬ 
posed of a Urgor number of porsoua to be called 
nssietanCs, who were to menage the coimncroukl 
buemes&T hut subject to the control of tho chiof 
l>oa7<l of sevoD. Tlio members of theso boai'ds wore 
to bo appointed in the Ant iiistoiieo ^>y luirliemunt 
—that is, they wore to bo appointed bj tlio coalition 
ininiatry. Subsequcntlj, vaoandee in tho eupromo 
boaivd wore to be supplied by appointment of 
the King; in the InferioT, b;f election hy tho pro- 
pnetors of East-lndia stock. Tliese regulations 
exposed tho ol^octs of tho contriToia of the plan, and 
proved tbozn to have been power and patronage. 
The members of tba supreme board, it has been seen, 
wore to be nominated by the minister, either in par¬ 
liament or ia tho closet. > The members of the 
inferior board were, after the Arst appointments, to 
be elected by the proprietors of £ast-India stock. 
Why were the first appointments excepted I Xhero 
can be but one answer. Because tho ministry 
wauted the power of providing for some hungry 
dependents. The whole patronage of India, too, was, 
directly or indirectly, transferred to the ministry. 
It was to be oxerdsed by seven persons, noaunated 
in tbe Arst Instance by a parliament in which the 
voioe of the minister was predominant, and subse¬ 
quently by the minister for tbe time being, in the 
Qvne of the King. It was to be transferred from a 
quartos where it could rarely, if ever, b&ussd A}z po- 
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litical purpoees, to hands which it would never be cua>. xiii. 
employed for mj other purpose. From one section 
of the cabinet, this porbApa toight have been ex* 
pccted. Loi'd North and his fViends had been 
charged, whotber justly or unjustlj, by their former 
opponents and present oolleagues, with a dispoaition 
to favour arbitrary principles; but bow was tlio plan 
to be reconciled to tbo doctrinos of the other section 
of the administration—of the men who bad always 
profossed to dread tbo extension of Tninlsterlal in¬ 
fluence, and who avowed a belief “ that the power of 
tbo Crown bad inoroased, was increasing, and ought 
to be diminished?”—how conldtbey support a project 
for adding a vast mass of the most desirable patro¬ 
nage to that already possessed by the ministryi and 
thus increasing on influence which they represented 
as threatening to overwhelm the liberties of the 
country t The answer is, when they indulged in de¬ 
nouncing the growing influence of the Crown or the 
ministry, they were out of ofiice, and with no imme¬ 
diate prospect of diepansing tliat inflnenco which they 
professed to abboi^—they were now in oflicc, and their 
new poation was so agreeable, that they were anxious 
to retain it as long ss possible. Mr. Powys, a county 
meuib^ who took a conspicuous part in the debate, 
imagined the great leader of the popular section of 
the cabinet to ^psess himself in this manner: '* I 
have now forced myself into a most exalted station; 
the people, by whose means I reached it, beg^, how¬ 
ever, to thinh less of me than before. But sUU 1 
have great influence h tbo country- I have formed 
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CHAP. Sill. coQneotioQF with many of the first families in the 
km^om—families of the highest rank most 
distdo^ished cbaracter^ Tpho are all oombined to 
sappoit m 7 administration. I have joined a party 
Tphich I Imd driven tvo years ago &om the helm of 
goremmentj by my unremitted oxortions ibr years 
together. But as my popularity is on the ^auo* 
I wiU make good use of my time: tlie whole 
Indies shall) for this reaeoR. contribute to the 
splendour and permanence of my power. I wilt 
take advantago of the zenith of my power to 
build me a golden fortress in the midst of the land 
of promise. That forti'esa I will not only render 
impregnable, but garrison with a seleot number of 
picked fiiends and chosen adhorenta, on whose zeal 
and attachment I can safbly roly—a fortiuss wbicli 
no contingency shall be able to assul with success— 
which will neither yield to the call of the people 
nor the inclination of the sovereign.’'* 

. * Htnaud's PulUmontaxy History. voL nlil. p«ge I8L0. 
Among the passages most dasar^g nobioo la tho dstabn arialag 
on Fox'a Bast.IxKlia Bill, aotne obeemcionB of Mr. Baaafey may 
be referred Co. He said, Bxandne tbe oSeoti which rhia ayitem 
mil hove oa Che righu of the India Coupaoy—examine the ef« 
feea it will have on Che Bridih ecastitution—jou will find It 
embarreseed with ihfficultiea withont end—evils uf vneemtnon 
DBgniCudo rise apoa the view. QHiii erowedly abrogates tbo 
Company*! charter. Chartera, &jt. are not like other lawn, Ttpeel* 
able U.the will of Che legislabore; they oro compacts, and cannot 
be justly cancelled mChont the eoasent of both the contrsetiag 
partiee. 'That parHameot has aright to incerfero in preeoibing 
the* mode in wlu<^ the Company's territorial poaseaeiona ahull be 
governed, no.doubt can be entert^ed; for each interfereoca im» 
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The ministiy, hovover, rdljirig: on their DumericRl chap. ziii. 
stren^h, felt that they could defy alike general rea¬ 
soning and personal attack, for on eyery division they 
commanded a m^ority of about two to ono; and the 

pUeft DO breach of the Compeoy'e charter. Bat to enbrert their 
coDetitutioa ceo the plea of &a unproved uid onreel oecosut;— 
unproved and unreal aa implied to tbeM ebjecte—to rlohte 
eolann oompact^to break through cogagcmonia, fbr the ob< 
aervaoec of vhieh the faith and honour of du nation have been 
pledged—-the authority of parliament Hedf doea not extend ao 
&r: for even the onuiipotence of parliantGit ii ^consoribed by 
the eternal laws of juitloe. la there a i^an vbo venturea to deny 
thia maxim ? One auoh man it aeema there ia—‘ Away with 
thur chartered righti,’ acid the right honounble gentleman (Mr. 

Beuleo); * you are not bound to observe themthe great oherter 
pvee yon antbority to violate aS. ether ehartera—tite great 
cbnrtor gives you a nght to do the extremity of wrong. 5ncb 
21 the spirit of this new syafosk—eneh are tbs maxima by which 
2 ta advooatee recommond it to the bouse. But the ea.cred rights 
whieb charters give are not the only rights which this hill rioUtts; 
it baa a wider aim. for its prinalple is levelled at all the rights of 
property, 'Hie same power which appomta agents arid etemds 
to the Company against tiimr wiD, and makes them independent 
of tbrir control, may eqnaUy appoint an agent and steward to tho 
estate of every gentleman who heart me—may equally assign tbo 
management of ^ atfaire, the ooUeodon of hie rents, and thrir 
disposal whan ooUected, to a person in vboae appointment hla 
will had no share, and'over whoso netums be has no control. 

But the power which deprivas him of the maoagomaDt and dis¬ 
posal cd bis property does, in effsot, deprive bhn of bis property 
itself. Ihii priaaple once establiibad. what saourity bare Che 
other pnbllc eompantoa of the kingdom i ^Vhot aaenrity has the 
Bonk of i Wbat seenrity has the Sonlb Bea Company ? 

What security have any of the publie ooipoRtiona ? What secu¬ 
rity have the national creators, or indeed any individual, eitlivr 
for hia public or his private rights i It wonld bo folly la the ex¬ 
treme to suppose that thia principle, cnee admitted, will operato , 

only on the afialra of the Baat-India Company. Ccod pm- 
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CHAP. xiii. bill being passed through all its stages in the House 
of Commons, "wsm finally transferred to the Lords. 

The £!ast>lRdia Company had petitioned the 
Conunons against the bill, and been heaid at iU 
boi' by counecl. The some course was taken iu tho 
upper house, though probably with but slender 
A. n. 1763. {ncpcctations of succcsh. On tho ICth Docomber, 
Mr. Dallas, one of the Company’s counsel, having 
caliod some >ntno6soe to eebU^Iisli tlio ertsu which ho 
was entrusted to support, requested that tho house 
would indulge him by adjourning to the next day. 
This was opposed—especially by Earl Fit^wUliam, 
who was named in the bill os the first commissioDor 
of the snperior board. The Duko of Portland, the 
nominal head of the administi'otion, followed, and 
adverted to an extraordinary tumour which had 
been circulated pretty generally, in which, he said, 
the name of the most sacred character in the king¬ 
dom had been aspersed, and the namo of a noble 
lord, he hoped, abused. The Duke of Richmond 
apoke more distiuotly, and read Irom a ministerial 
newspf^er an article announcing the preTalence of 
a report, that his M^esty had withdrawn his ^)pi‘o* 

cijiln iMy iUtp, bvt bed cnt$ never vtU, It ie the evree 
of eo^et^, that teben a bad prine^ ie cnee etioMiehed, bad men 
viO oieeya be fovnd to gice it fidi effcel/'—Rnnanri, roL zxiii. 
pages 1397, 1S96. It is not imworCby of reauuk, these 
obiermttons did not cotbo from s member disposed to nalntsie 
meistbg things aolslf beewae diey edet. Mr. Besufoy's 
nloos were wbst m chose tunes were denominated eztrainB ‘tVbig, 
six! whii^ WQold now be called ultn Ifbenl. He ww fan many 
yean tbs leading representative in imrllament of the mterests of 
the Dittfatere. 
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bation from the E&£t>Ijidia Bill, uid his confideQCd chap. nn. 
from thoso hy whom it was framed, in oonsequancd 
of an interview with Eml Temple, bet treating’ the 
inmoor as a fabrication. Earl Temple therenpon 
roee, and admitted that the King had honoured him 
with a conference, in which he had given certain 
acivioo. What that advice wag he would not state; 
hnt he was ready, he said, to tell their lordships 
wjiat it was not—it was not friendly to the principle 
and object of the India Bill. Afrer some further 
discussion, a motion to postpone the further heanng 
of evidonoe till the following day was carried. On 
that day tho Imainees was resumed, and on the day 
after, the motion that “ the bill be committed” was 
lost by a mtyorlty of nineteen. This was the rasult 
of the interview of Earl Temple with the King, and 
of the ascertained fact that his Majesty disapproved 
of the bill. Many peers who had entrusted their 
proses to ministers withdrew them, and the Prince 
of Wales, who two days before had voted with minis* 
ters on tho question of adjournment, on this occa¬ 
sion absented himself from the house. Tho fate of 
the ministiy, as well as tho frite of the bill, was now 
sealed. They had still an overwhelming majority in 
the House of CommODs; but, encouraged by thu de- 
daen of the upper house, the dovmdgn resolved to 
dismiss them. Tbe mode in which this was effected 
was singularly eipreseive of the royal disapproba¬ 
tion. At twelve o^clock on the night of the IIth a.d.itss. 
of December, a messenger delivered to the two 
seci’etarjes of state an order from the King, ** tlint 
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CHAP, XBi. th&j fihould deliver up the seals of their offices, and 
send them the xznder secretaries, Mr. Fraser and 
Mr. Kepean, as a personal inteiYiev would he disa¬ 
greeable to him.” The aeals, as soon as ddlivcred, 
wero given to Ear! Tenix>le» who by lotter announced 
to tbe remaining mombex^ of the cabinet their die- 
mission from office. 

A new minisUy was foithwitli formed, of which 
Mr. William Pitt, thoo only twenty-throe yoora of 
(Qgo, beoame the head; but he found on intractable 
House of Commons, egalust whose opposition he for 
aoTeral weeks contended ^thout effect. On the 

I 

A.D. 17S4, 14th of January, 1784, he moved for leave to hring 
in a bill for the better government and roonagemont 
of tho af&Ira of the East-India Company. Its lead¬ 
ing provision was, that a hoard should he instituted, 
to be appointed by his Majesty, consisting of one of 
the principal .seoretaries of state, the chancellor of 
the exoheqner lor the time being, and a oortain 
number of the privy oounoillow,” to which board 
the despatches of the Company were to be sub¬ 
mitted for approval. The bill was brought in, 
passed through tbe earlier stages, and then, on a 
division, lost. Hr. Fox immediately moved for leave 
to bring in a bill on the same subject, but no progress 
was made with it. The contest between tbe two 
parties fyund other matter of excitement, which 
kept the House of Commons in a perpetual heat tUl 
the 2^h of March, when parliament was dissolved. 

In the new parliament the balance of parties was 
reversed, and tbe minister had a powerful m^ority. 
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Ou thd Stxd JqI^ he introduced an India Bill^ re« crap. xin. 
aembling in its principal provisions that which had &. a )794. 
been lost in the preceding Besson. It was opposed 
vchomentlj the coalition party, but passed the 
House of Commons on the 28th July. It passed 
the Loida with far greater ease, and ultimately be> 
came law. As this act was the foundation of the 
present system of governing India, it nay demand 
some degree of examination. 

/! By the plan established in I7di, tbo patronage 
of India, the immediate management of its affiurs, 
and the gonoral right of oinginating all zneosuros 
connected with them, remnmed with the Company. 

But these liuictions were to be exercised under tho 
obsemtion of a board, composed of persons nomi¬ 
nated by the Crown» who were entitled to be fully 
informed of all matters connected with the political, 
military, and revenue affairs of India,, and whoso 
approbation was necessary to give cf&ot to the mea¬ 
sures suggested by the authority of the Company. 

Id case of de&olt by the Court of Diroclon, the 
board might originate despatches; and to provide 
fbr drcomstancss where secrecy might he required, 
the. Court were to appoint a secret committee, 
ths&U^ which the secret instructions of the boacdr 
whra suoh were necessary, might be forwarded to 
the governments of India.^^^e power thus esta¬ 
blished was not ySltogether new. By the act of 
1781, the Court of Directors were bound to deliver 
to one of the Secretaifea of State, copies of all pro¬ 
posed despatohos on civil and military afikirs, and to 
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OHAP. :?ni. obe^the instructions of tlie Crown iiuiaforcnco tberc- 
to: nor is it unreason nblo tli&t ^ovommont should 
kavotUe moans of pro venting politioal power exsrdsod 
on bo)iftlf of tlie British Crown from being abused. 

It would poxhaps be difliouU to fnuno a plan fbr the 
goTornmont of distant possessions, wbioh should 
possess groaUu'adTautagos uid fowor ijiconvenionoes 
than tliat under which tlxo govommont of India lias 
now fur sixty yeoia been conducted. If the East- 
India Company wore to exordse the ]iowora of go* 
vernmont unebookod, abusos, similar to tliose which 
f>rxnorly called for tUo intoifei’onco of parliament, 
might agfun arise. Tho intor])oirition of the great 
body of proprietors, instead of bolug, as it now is, 
a Bolutaiy and usoftil oxpvouion of public opinion, 
might beoomo, as of old, an instrument for oirooting 
objects purely personal; and tho Company's courbi 
might again become the scouo of ftirioas oontosts. lu 
which, though public principle might bo pi^etonded, 
none would be really inTOlvod, the matter In dispute 
boii^, in edbot, whether one Individual or another, 
or one or auother knot of individuals, should be • 
onrlched by tho pMsofliion of lucrative offloo in 
Indio. That a great empire should dourisb under 
such a system is manifestly impossiblo; and while it 
affbrds matter of gratidoation that the popular part of 
the constitution of (he East-Indio Company bos been 
preserved, it is not loss so that it has been rendered 
Incapable of being used as an engine of miaebief. 

•The eriU of the old system of government wore 
attested by experience. Those which would' have 
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limited from a cbaoge which should hate annihi- caAP.xiTi. 

lated fcho powers of the Company* and trassfen^ 

the eatiie adzninistiAtlon of India to a gotenunont 

oflico* may readily be imagined. By dividing the 

power between tho responsible ndvUeia of the Crown 

and a body totally unoonnected with poUtioal party, 

both of OTils are to a great extent atoided. 

The patronage of Indio, which all constitotiona] 
authorities have thought it would be dangerous to 
place with the Ciown, is deposited in the hands of 
a body over whom the Crown and its mioistors can 
exerciso ecarcely any influence. With those who, 
thus free from political bias* administer this pa¬ 
tronage rests the power also of communicating with 
the loeal goTOmments, and of originating the orders 
and instmetions transmitted for their guidance; but 
such orders requiring the approbation of a bronoh 
of the ozecutire goroinment of the Crown to give 
them ofibet, nothing at rariance with the rights of 
the sovereigD, with the general interests of the em¬ 
pire* or with the general policy of the ministry for 
tho time being, can be oorrled into effect. Personal 
olaima or complaints baring to pass the ordeal of 
two in<pxirie8, conducted under two dlfSbreut and 
uidepeiideiLb aotborlties, will be more lilsaly to 
be decided with justice than if they wtfe subjected 
only te one. The discussion called forth by such a 
system is another ad^miiage which would be lost 
under* any other differing fmm It essentially. The 
system might probably be impi'oved in some mi- 
t6l. q. 2 a 
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CB^. xni. OuU poi&ts,* but tlie principlo hicb is at its 
ibacdatioa is admirable. It baa beou alleged tbat 
it )B cumbersome and anoznaloua. All BTStems 
of cheok are to a certain extent combersome, 
but wo submit to this ineouTemexice for the Bake 
of Bocurit^. Tho other objection acarcely deBervefi 
refutation. Gopemment is a practical matter, and, 
ifita objects bo attained, it is of little importanco 
whether or not the machiueiy be rogulai and syin> 
metrical. 

Besides establishing tho Board of Control, the 
East-Jndia Act of Mr. PHt sought to cheok corrup¬ 
tion in the serrants of the East-lndU Company, hy 
snbjectmg thorn to inquuy as to their fbrtnnes, and 
hy preparing for tho trial of their ollhncos a now 
tribunal These provisions, however well intended, 
are not entitled to any portion of the praise which 
is due to the main object of the act. Servants of 
the Company, retu^uj^ horn India, were 'required 
to deliver inventories of their proporty, and this 
enactment wtt fortified by penalties of stroma 
seTerity. This part of the hill was repealed two yearn 
afterwards. It ought never to have been passed: 
tbo inquisitorial proceedings which it sanctioned 
are utterly inconsistent with the habits of a free 

* As, for uubkoce, in pro?iding fiiQ mcaos of formallj a&d 
publicly recordiog groimda of diftbrence between the Board 
end die Court of Directors when irreconol^ft. Au olqeetioD, not 
•Itogether aanDportant. bae been teben to tbe eoDstitufon of tho 
Houe GoTsnmaat of India, as involringja divided responaitnlity. 
which ohjeedoa would lose much of ice force, if the Board of Coov* 
mueionere end the Court of XKreeton each noted under the eozmc' 
don that their differfincaa of opinioa would oomo before the public. 


f 
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country. Another unfbrtunatQ portion of the act cbap, xm. 
was, the creation of a new tribunal for the trial 
of Indian dellnquente> and the proTision of new 
inodes of procoduie oguast such eriminale. Throe 
of the judges were to be mem1>ers of this j^traoo- 
dinary tribunal; tbe rest, eaten in number, were to 
be mcmbeis of the two bousea of parliament, choBcn 
by thoir fbllow-memben. The m^ority of the por* 
aons, therefore, to whom it was proposed to commit 
tbe invostigatiou and pmushmezit of Indian crime 
would have been political partizans. Among tlie 
notemes introduced into tbe forma of proceeding, 
was the admission of evidence taken in India before 
a competent tribunal, the effect of wbiob would 
have beeu Co place the liberty, property, and chanc^ 
ter of accused persona at the mercy of witnesses, 
and those Indian witnesses, whom they would have 
no opportunity of subjecting to croae-exammatioa. 

Burke, in speaking of this moDstroua tribunal, might 
well exclaim, "all that had yet been said of tho judi¬ 
cature which was now establiahcd for the purpose of 
punishing tlie delinquencies commuted in India ieU 
short of its turpitude: it had no authority, example, 
simihtude, or precedent, in the history of tins ooua- 
ts 7 , except, perhaps, the Star Chamber of detest¬ 
able memory. That institution, which had made 
the hearts of tbe whole nation to 4 uakd and trem¬ 
ble, was composed of peers, privy ooun^Uors, and 
judgee.’** It is renmkable that this tribunsJ, which 
occupies nineteen sections of the act by which It was 
* Haniird’s Pvli&iDeDtwT History, toLzz?. page 1379. 

2a2 
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CHAF. xiiL eetabUsIied, and ‘wlucli two years afterwards was tbo 
snbject of laborious modi£oatdon by auotber act, the 
provisions of wbicb are yot imrapealed, has never, m 
a single jnetance, been resorted to. A court waa 
prepar^, before which Indian delinquency was to 
ti’cmbla, but not a single criminal baa over been 
arraigned at its bar j and though the acta which pro- 
vide for its eziatenco may long continue to slumber 
on the Statute Book, there is littlo probability that 
its tenors will ever be called forth. 

Pnrsulog the train of home aSairs, we find the 
dobta of the Kabob of Arcot occupying l^ie atten¬ 
tion of the Court of Directors, the govenim«it 
Board of Ccmniissionei's, and the House of Com¬ 
mons. By ^0 act of 17S4, an inquiry into this 
subject had been required. The Cqurt of Diroctora 
proceeded to esny into effect the intention of the 
act, and framed a despatch, addressed to the gover¬ 
nor and council of Itfadras, requiring them to enter 
upon a full investigatioiii But the authority with 
which the court had to co-operate to6k a diS^rat 
view. The newly constituted Board of Coilunis* 
ffioners, at the head of which was Mr. Dnndaa, 
declared that no such inquiry as that proposed by 
the Court of Directors was nocessary, and, dividing 
the alleged debts into three clmes, they rosolved 
that the acconnt of the whole should be made up 
with intei'est, and that a portion of the revenues of 
the Carnatic should be annually set apart ^r the 
. liquidation. 

This was either, a lamentable error of judgment 
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or a culpable breooh of duty. The cldms of the cbap. xiu. 
oUegod creditors of tiie Nabob of Arcot were sur- 
rounded by circumfitancce of the highest degree of 
au^iciou. If ever there wore olaiEUB which called 
minute and Bcarching inquiry, such were these. 

The course taken by the mlmatTy upon this qneatbm 
tended to cast great discredit upon them, uid to 
adbrd to tho opposition favourable ground of attack. 

On tho 28th February, 1785, Mr. Fox called the a.d. r7BS. 
attention of tbo House of Commons to tho subject, 
and moved tor tlio papers connected with the inquiry. 

The motion was lost, as were two similar modons in 
the House of Lords; but opportunity was taken to 
impu^ the motives of tho ministiy, and to adduce 
plausible reasons tor believing that the dedsioD was 
attributable to parliamentary induence. It will be 
recollected that a person named Paxd Bonfield was 
one of the chief creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, and 
that he represented several ether creditors.* Much 
jugglery had been subsequently pi'actised, and the 
name of Benfield had disappeared from the list of 
creditors, and been restored to it, as circomstancea 
suited. At Length, Beu£eld had procured himsdlf 
to be elected to parliament, together (according to 
Burkof) with seven other persons, of Like princi¬ 
ples'and views with himself. He soon afterwards 
departed tor Madras, leaviug as his representa- 
tive Mr. Biobard Atkinson, a gentleman whom tho 
ministry delighted to hononr, on the ground, it was 
alleged and believed, of the pains which he bod 

* See psiges 200, 901. 

t Speech on Fox’s notioa, Pebrusry. 1785. 
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CHAP. xin. taken to promote the return of mombora of parlie- 
TOent favourable to their interests. The defence of 
miidetera was weak, but their m^joritf waa large. 
The papers were refused^ parti; on the ground that 
the public intereets might suffer from giving them 
jmblidt;. It is not eaa; to supposo that mluistere 
were induoncod bj this fh&r, for a bookseller had 
obtained a cop; of the papoi's, and publlshod thorn. 

In this instance it must bo admitted that the 
aclvantagee of the revised system for administering 
the government of India were not ihll; realized, 
and that the powor of the board of oommissioneie 
was used to perpotrate afoul job. Yet even hero 
some advantAgo over the more simple system is ap¬ 
parent. The Court of Directors had the power of 
remonstrating against what they oonsldcrod an act 
of gross ii^usfiee and improvidence, aud they did 
remonstrate. Their resistanco attracted the atten¬ 
tion of the party opposed to ministers in parliament, 
and though tho evil was not ledreesed, it was 
exposed. 

The stage of Indian politics was now about ^ be 
oocnpled by a drama of greater dignity, though, 
perhapa of leas importance. Por several years, tho 
administration of Hastings had been violently at¬ 
tacked in jmrliament, and nearly eveiy party in tbo 
state bad joined in condemning him. In a series of 
reports, of which Burke was the &amei; his principal 
acts had been assailed with great talent and great 
BQVerity. Throats of further proceedings had been 
held out, and on the return of Hastings to England, 
Burke deolsred, that if the task were undertaken by 
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no one else, he shotild stood fortli as tUe accuser of chap. xm. 
the returned goTemor-generai. There can be little 
doubt that he vts well disposed to execute the 
office which he thus undertook; but there is reason 
to helievo that his own ardour was not shared by 
some of hie parliamentary friends, without whose 
ossietanco 'the attempt must fail. The ministry, 
thongh some of the memhers were the pledged ac- 
cusore of Hastings, were notoriously indisposed to 
X)roceod against him; and bad Hastings been willing 
to accept tlie boon with which Sir Thomas Hum- 
bold and others wore content—had he been satisfied 
with retirement and impunity, it is possible, as the 
pledges of statesmen sre soon forgotten, that bo 
might have been permitted'to sink undisturbed into 
obsourity/ But Hastings was ambitious. He had 
come back, not to throw bimself upon the forbear¬ 
ance of his foes, but to ohaUenge honours and 
rewards. He was aware that his enemies w^ nu¬ 
merous and, botli foom their abilities and polidcal 
infiuenec, powerful: bat he knew also, that he 
was not without supporters; some acting from prin¬ 
ciple feeling—some stimulated by the liberality 

with winch he distributed bis funds. In addition 
to this source of encoui'agement, he felt strong In 
the conBciousnesB that he deserved what he sought. 

Looking back to the many equivocal, and more than 
equivocal, acts of his administration, this may appear 
strange, but it was undoubtedly the foot. Hastings's 
extravagant self-esteem would not allow him to 
believe that be could do wiong, or at least tbat 
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CHAP. XSli. he could err to serious extent. The ]>roQdest 
pontiff that over hoaeted the power of the keys 
bad Bcarcolj a higher opizdon of hjs own infaUibility 
than bod Hasting. He expressed astonishment 
that acts, which all mankind oondenmed, should 
draw fbrth leprobatdon—and his nstcnislunent was 
not always affected, in some cases, there is no 
doubt that he really fell it: tho acts were hie— 
therefore, they were right. Under the mfhionco of 
such fe^ngs and hopeSi Hastings was prepared to 
dare his (^ponents to tho combat. It is not un¬ 
likely that in this course he was influenced by the 
conviction that they would not have the courage to 
proceed, and be could not but feel tbat, if they de¬ 
clined his challenge, they would leave him in posaes- 
sion of the vantage-ground. 

Accordingly, at the commencement of the ses- 
AJ>. JTsa Aion of 1786, Burke woe reminded of his promise 
to proceed by Hastings’s agent, Major Scott—who, 
the hotter to carry on the business of his prin* 
c:^, had, in conformity with the precedent set by 
the Nabob of Arcot’s attonuee, proouved Or seat in 
parliament. If Burke and his ^ends were waver¬ 
ing, this determined their couiEe, and on the X7th 
February tho preliminary proceedings against Has¬ 
tings commenced, by a motion for |>apers relating 
to tho presents and other monies privately received 
V.^She late governor-general. In the sj^eech by 
whh^tbls matter was introducod, Buiko axmounced 
his intention to proceed further; aud after advert¬ 
ing, to. tbb various .modes of ofieetbg bis porpoao, a 
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profidcutioti in the ordlnairj eeurts of Ih'w, ^ bill of ohap. znr. 
pdns and penalties, and an impeaobm^t before 
the House of Lords, deolarod his preference fbr the 
last. It yviW be nnnecees&ij to pursue in detail 
the steps taken bj Hastings’s acoueera. The^ con¬ 
tinued to collect and bris^ forward Tartous matters 
of charge till the 26th of April, when M^^or Scott a.d. i7es. 
presented a petition from Hastings, praying to be 
heard in his defence. LeaTo was granted, and on the 
1st May the accused party appealed at the bar of 
the house, where he conunenoed reading a paper 
of great length, which he concluded on the follow¬ 
ing day. 

Up to this poriod, and fbr some weeks afterwards, 
the influence of the tuirdstry had been given to Hast¬ 
ings. On the 2nd June the House of Couunoos 
negatived a motiou made in committee by Burke, 
on the conduct of Hostings, in relation to the Ro- 
hilla war. and Mr. Dundas, who a few years before 
had moved and carried a resolntion condemnatory of 
that conduct, now voted in the m^ority. On the 
18th of the same montli Mr. Fox mode a motiou 
in comiuitteo, to the effect that there was ground for 
impeaching Hastings, in refei’ence to his treatment 
of Cbeyt Singh. By this time a revolution had taken 
place in the sentiments of the ministry; and Mr. 

Fitt, after a speech, in which he maintedned that 
Cheyt Singh was a dependent of the British govern¬ 
ment, that he might reasonably be called upon for 
additional expenditure on extraordinary occasions, 
that the occasion on which Hastings deured assist- 
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CHAP. xiii. uioe^Tas sucb as to jostifj the demand, and that the 
amount lequired ^vas not excefisive, declared hiB 
intention to vote vith tho aoousera ofthe^vemor* 
general, on the ground that the dne which he levied 
waa exorbitant. The fiends of Hastings were asto* 
niahed at this sudden change in the minister's views, 
which bos never yet been adequately acoouuted for. 
It was now evident that, with mlxusters and ojipo* 
sitioQ united against him , Hastings bad nothing to 
hope from the House of Commons—that impeaoli- 
roent was inevitable, and that to the House of Lords 
he must look ibr the sentence which should dually 
deliver or condemn bim. 

A.D.i7e?. Of the session of 1787 the charges (^;ainst Hast¬ 
ings constituted the main business. On the 8rd of 
April a committee was appointed to prosecute an 
impeachment at the bar of the Houso of Lords. 
It included the celebrated names of Burke, Fox, 
Sheridan, nnd Windham. An attempt wns made to 
introduce that of Hastings’s old enemy, Franois, but 
it failed. At a later period it was renewed by a 
motion of Mr. Fox for adding Mr. Franoia to the 
committee, which motion roceived the cordial sup- 
poit of Mr. Francis himself, in a speech of consider¬ 
able length; but the House did not agree witli the 
mover and his independent supporter, and rejected 
the proposal by a large majority. The managers 
.consoled the disappointed candidate hy a dattering 
lettex, in which, notwithstanding his defeat^ they te* 
qneated that he would attend their meeiangs, and 
md them by his infbrmatiou and counsel. . 
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On thd 10th of M&y the Hoasa of CommocB pro-cUA?. xin. 
needed to the bar of the Honsa of Peers, and Mr. 

Burke, in theii name, formally impeaohed HastiQg;a 
of high Crimea and misdemeanors. Hastinge vas 
suhsequcntly committed to the custody of the ser- 
joant>&t-annfl, from which he was dischar^d on 
finding lumself in £2>000, and two sureties in 
£1,000 each. There was little reason to belie re 
that Hastings meditatod escape; but if such an 
intention were apprehended, the amount of security 
required was ludicrously inadequate. 

The trial did not commence till the 13th of Pe- A. D. ins. 
bruary in the following year. The esccitement wofi 
extraordinary, and Weetminstei Hall, which was 
fitted Dp for the occasion, was crowded by groups of 
foshionable persons of both scses, as though to 'ndt- 
ueas a public spectacle. Two days were spent Id 
reading the articles of impeachment and Hastings’s 
answ’er, on oxercise from which it is to be pi’fr- 
Slimed the motley crowd of listeners derived but 
indiiTcrent amusement. On the third day the great 
orator appeared, with all the advantage whloh the 
dry and tedious occupation of the preceding daya 
could affbrd him. The duty assigned to Burke was 
to explain the grounds upon which the impeach¬ 
ment had been nudertakeu, and give a g:eDeral view 
of the charges against the prisoner; an extensive 
field, no part of which the orator seemed willing to 
neglect. His speech was ^ntinued through four 
days, and, as an appeal to the passions, was pre- 
ejuinently succeeaful. Ladies wcie carried out of the 
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CBAP. xin. h&U iu & Minting state, and otod in the stemor sex 
Bui'ko'a descriptions produced visible a^tatiou. These 
facts attest the poTvor of the speaker; but bad the 
effhct of his eloquence been permanent, its exexclso 
would have been meet unjust to the prisoner, and 
greatly in opposition to the wise and salutary princt- 
plo, that, in deciding on the guilt or imioconco of an 
accused person, tbo TOidiot should bo determinod by 
ovidence, not by declamation. It may bo doubted, 
however) whether Burke's extraordinary display was 
not calculated to defeat his olgect. After being 
borne aloft on tbo wings of bis impassioned elo* 
quence, tbo judgoe Lad to listen to tho cold and dry 
statements of the living witnesses that might he 
called to prove tho alleged ^ets, or, what was still 
loss exciting, to the reading of long extracts finm 
official papers. Even if no facts wore overstated in 
the opening address, the contrast between tho fer¬ 
vour with wbiob it was composed and delivered, and 
the long and monotonous supplomont by whioh it 
was to be sustained, could scarcely fail to diminish 
the effeoC of the evideneo bolow that which under 
other circumstances it would have produoed. Had 
Burke been summing op after the evldonco had 
been gone throng the splendid lights of bis fancy 
might have succeeded In surrounding oidlnaxy iacte 
with a colouring not natuml to them, and he might 
have carried the minds of the ardent and susceptible 
willing captives to the conclusion to which, he was 
deriroua of conducting them. As it was, ho deh- 
veied a magnificent 'oration, which was listened to 
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tvith delict and dulog^aed 'witih ontUuaiaam'—and crap. xni. 
these “were all the effects produced. 

Burke having concluded his task, Fox’ rose to 
state the course which the nana^rs, on hehalf of 
the Commons* proposed to pursue.^ It was to treat 
each charge separatelj i to open it> and then 
await the prisoner’s defence hefere proceeding to 
another.' The Lord Chancellor inquired whether 
this course would be agrocablo to the counsel for 
the accused? they objected* as it must hare been 
anticipated that they would. The Lords withdrew to 
conader the point, and determined that the entire 
case for the prosecution must he opened before the 
prisoner was called on fer his defence. This de¬ 
cision was obviously just and reasonable. The mode 
of proceeding proposed by the managers was con¬ 
trary to the practice of oil courts of justice* and its 
adoption would have been on act of cruelty towards 
the prisoner* by subjecting him to the cbancc of 
being entangled In snares and pitfeUs, from which 
neither discretion nor innocence might be able to 
preserve him. 

The hrst charge opened against Hastings related to 
his conduct towards Cheyt Singh* and the court was 
addressed on this subject by Mr. Foz and Mr. Grey.* 

In the eraminaticn of witnesses which feUowed, a 
fresh difference arose between the managers and the 
counsel fer the prisoner. A witness called by the 
former having answered a qu^on put by one of 


* New Etfl Qra7. 
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OHAP. xin. them in the negative, was aaked vbetUer he bod 
not, on & former occulon, answered tbe same qnes* 
tioa in tbo afiinnAtive ? HutUigs’ii oouneel objected, 
on tbo Icnown principle that a party most not die* 
credit hie own witn^. The point waa decided by 
tbo Lords against the manngera. 

The eecenO charge brought forward related to the 
bognme of Oude. Tt was oponod by Mr. Adorn, wlio 
was followed by Mr. Pglbam. Sixteen days wora 
spent in hearing eridenoe, after which Sheridau 
sonuned op in a speech, Inferior only to the open* 
ing speech of Burke in its exciting effect. No fur¬ 
ther progress was made during this aesi^ion. The 
trial had ooenpiod tbirty*fiTe days, and two chargee, 
out of a list containing ten times tliat numhci', liad 
been entered upon. Further proceedings wore ad¬ 
journed till the next seedon of pailhuneoit. 

Tha illness of tho King and other causes prevented 
A. D. i?s9. tlie resumption of the trial until the 2l8t of April, 
when a charge of receiving prceente was opened hy 
Mr. Burke. Having ocoarion in hla speech to refer 
to Nunooroar, be used expressions of which Hastings 
compbdned by petition to the House of Commons. 
He said that “ Hastinge had murdered Hunnomar 
by the hands of Sir Elgah Impey.” The language 
wae strong, end its use could be Justlhed only by re¬ 
ference to the extrfiordiuajy latitude of exaggeititiou 
in which advocates are accustomed to indulge. In 
the House of Commons the matter was tree^ iit 
a great d^ree as a party question, and a motion sub¬ 
mitted by Mr. Bitt, declaring that the House had 
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given Mr. Buike no BAitbority to imputo tUe of ceap, xin. 
Nnncomar to Hastings, -was cairied. 

In the prosecution of the charge relaUng to the 
rocolpt of presents, various questions arose as to the 
admissibility of evidence; the managers continuaUy 
claiming an exemption f^m the ordinary nJes of 
the courts, and the Peoia invariably deciding that 
they vrere bound by them. In this manner the see- 
aiou of 1789 woe consumed; and vben half only of 
the charge relating to the receipt of presents lied 
beon proceeded vvith, the consideration of the ie> 
mainder ^os postponed to a future session. Hastings * 
compiled of being subjected for so greA a length 
of time to the anxiety of remaining on trial. His 
complaint was just, but it was couched in a tone of 
affected and oveisti^ed humility, Indiorousiy con¬ 
trasting with tho aiTogant character of the man. 

The next seeaon was wasted in the same manner aa 
the preceding. Parliament was then dissolved, and 
a question arose, wdiether the impeachment did not 
abate by the dissolution. After rnooh delay, both 
houses determined that it did uot; and, on the 2drd A. n. mt, 
of May, 1791, proceedings were mewed in West* 
minster Hall. Another dhorge, imputing cormpdon 
in various forms, was opezisd, and with this the ma* 
nagere intimated'their fntention of closing ]6heir cose. 

On Ihe ^d of June HaetiDga Tsad his defence, and 
with this the prooeedmgs of the session closed. 

Two succeeding sasaions, those of 1792 and 1793, 
wore occupied by tho speeches of counsel and the 
examination of witnesses in defence of Hastings. 
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CBAP. xm. In that of 1794 the mfiaagow prooeedod to reply to 
the of the accusodf and to Adduce eridenco in 
dlspxovaJ of it; and their labours occupied &J1 the 
thse allotted by the House of Lords to the trial 
during that session. In 1795, the long protracted 
proceodiugs vero at last brought to a close. Os tlio 
. A. J3. 1706. 23id of Apiib In that year, Hostings yfus acquitted on 
most of the oiticlcs of charge by largo mt^oritlcs, 
and on eomo unanimously. Thus torminatod this 
most eztraordinoiy trial, after a duration of seren 
years. 

Of the four charges on which the Coounons 
pFOceedod, the first afibrded no just or reasonable 
ground for impeachment. Clioy t Singh was regarded 
by the accusers of Hastings as an independent 
prince, liable only to the pajmest of an annual 
tribute, which, under no ciromstancee, wus to bo 
increased. This was not his position. He was a 
disobedient dependent, and Hastings eired only In 
meditating the infliction of a punishment dispropor- 
Uoned to the o^nce. This deserved bhune, but it 
did not deserve impeachment. The charge respect* 
iug the bourns was ibr better founded. Hero the 
conduct of Hastings xneiated something more than 
mere coTuuro. The charge relating to presents would 
also hare justly subjected h\n¥ to ponishmont, could 
it havo been proved; but though there were many 
suspicious 011 * 00106100068 , there was nothing amount¬ 
ing to legal evidence. The same remark will apply 
to the fourth charge, implying vaiious acta of a coi^ 
rupt character. The managers of the House of 
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Commons appear, indeed, to Imre been sexuible tb&t ciu?. xiu. 
they could not Tnafntain their charges without they 
were peimitted to etnanoipate themselTes Stem rules 
of erideiice which have been long established, and 
are oniverBally recognised in Eng^sh courts of law 
inoetr arrogant and znischieyons attempt. If the 
rules be good, they onght to be n^taiued in all 
coses; if eril, they ouglit to bo abaadoned; but to 
maintun them whore private mdividaala are con¬ 
cerned, and relieve the House of Commons from 
tlicir operation, would be equivalent to saying that 
whoro the House of Commons appeared as a prosecu¬ 
tor, it should be at liberty to etc^loy any means, 
however uigust, to procure conviction. If 6Sty dif¬ 
ference should be made, it certainly should not be 
in &vour of the House of Commons. Its vast 
power needs not undue addirion, and the party spirit 
which clings to its acts, even as a public prosecutor, 
would suggest the propriety of a diminution of 
ordinary power, rather than the addition of any of 
an ertmordinary character. 

The power of impeachmOnt is mmntained for the 
alleged pnipose of furthering the ends of justice; 
but it is clear that it may be cnereised for the pur¬ 
pose of oppreasion, md that whether .^jj^ntention 
so to exercise it emt%r not, the effect be pro¬ 
duced. It was produced in the case of Hastings. 

Waving all consideTutions of his umoceoce or gnilt, 
it was an intolerable grievance to be k^t os trial for 
seven years. To subject an innocent man to such a 
proceeding is frightful injustice; to a guilty man, 
voi, n. 3 b 
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CHAP. xui. tUo anzietj aitd expense would be no Ifgiit puniali- 
ment. 

Attaching no greater importance than they de¬ 
serve to the whining appeals of Hoetings,* it is bnt 

* To &hew that tbef in not miprop<irlp obciractarisod, ooa of 
tliccD is sobnictad for Che jadgmeoC of the reader. It vu addressed 
to the Hooso of Peers unmeftiotclj after the opening of the last 
article of icapoiu^hjitent which was proceeded upon,—Jiords, 1 
iluU taka up but a very few nusutes of your time, but wlint 1 have 
to say 1 hope willbe deemed of suffldoutisipoTta&eo to justify me in 
Teqnsstiug that yon will me so muoh attention. A oharge of 
harisg wasted £684.000 ia easily mado wliare ao neons aro aUowed 
for inswering iu It is not pleasaDt fbr mo. from week to woek, 
from month to monthj from year to year, Co hear nyaelf accused 
of crimes, mnay of tboin of Clio most attocious dye, and all ropre- 
tented In the moat abooklng colours, and to feel Chat I norar aliall 
he allowed to answer them. In my time of life, in Che life of anon 
already approaebisg very near to its clou, four yenrv of which 
Ida rapntacion ia to be tradncod and branded in the world, la too 
nuoh. I nerar expect to be allowed to ooma to my dafenee, nor 
to hear your lordships' judgmatic on ny trial. T have long been 
connnoed of iC, nor baa the late resolution of cha House of Com* 
coons, which I expected to have beard announced Co your lordships 
hare, afforded mo the least gUmpu of hops tiiat the Cerminatioo 
of my trial is at all nearer. My Lords, it is now four yam oon* 
{dece siaca I first appeared at your lordships' bar; nor is this all; 
I cocoa to your bar with a mind sore from anothar inquisition, in 
ano^or placo, which commenced, if I may be allowed to date it 
from the Improsaian on my mind, on the day I anived in this 
e^iul» on my return Co Bngland, after thirteen yeara' aervicc. 
On that day was announced the detarmination of the House of 
Commons for amugoiog ms for the whole of my conduct, 1 have 
been now accused fox ux yean; Z now approach very near (I do 
not know whether my recollection finis me) to sixty yean of age, 
azidcanlwaste mylifain uttiog hare from time Co time arrsigoei^ 
not only arraigned, bat tortured with invectives of the most viru¬ 
lent Idnd ? 1 appeal to every man's feelings, wbethor Z have not 
borne tbinge that many oven of your lordsbipa could not have 
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ju^t to admit tliat ho b&d great reason to com** chap. xiir. 
plain. It was alleged, indeed, that the delay was in 

boroe, aad wlb a patiaaM nothing but mj own umoeenM 
eoald have eublad om Co chaw. As tho Heuie of CotDcaofliiha?0 
deelarod &ou raaolution. diaC for tho salte of speodjr (I 
'Uusk thftCwae die chef bad ordered thermiJiegsre tooloee 
their proceedings oa the article vhioh hM nov been opened to 
four lordehipe, end to ebendaa the reit. I now eee e prospect 
which 1 nerer saw before, bot which it is in yoor lordships'power 
alone Co realize, of dosing this disagreeable situation in which I 
have been so long pieced; snd bow e re r I msg be ebsxged with 
the error of imprudence, I am aore X ehsll not be deemed guilty 
of dUreapect to your lordships in the reqoeat which 1 mike. That 
request is, that your lordships wiU be pleased Co gnat ms that 
justice which every man in every oormtry in the world, hee or 
odterwiie, bis a right to; that ^ere be is oeeused he may de¬ 
fend htmdelf, and may here the judgment of die eourt on the oc- 
eolations that are brought gainst hJm. 1 tberafotw do pmy yoor 
lordships, noewi&smndiog the time of the year ^ fesl tbe weighc 
of that redsetioB on my imnd)-^nt I prey your lordsh^ tocoo- 
slder. Mt tfu tuumpo^ionoe 9f the abjiet be/ore you, but the meg- 
mtade of tbe precedent, which every man in this country may 
bring home to his own foeiiogs, of a criminal trial aospended over 
hia head for ever ^ for In the history of the juriaptudsnee of thie 
country, 1 am told (and I have taken some pains to search, and an 
fu* os my search bee gone it bos been verified), there new' yet 
was on of a oricninal trial rimtloated four months eze^t 

mine | nor even one month, escsptiDg one Instance, an hutaoce 
drawn from a dme and aituarion of this govarmnent which I hope 
will be prevented from over happening again. My Lords, the re¬ 
quest whiob I have to malm to your lordsLipe it, that. 7 ou will bo 
pleased to centiaua the sesruon of this court till the proceedinga 
shall be olosod, 1 ahall be beard in mp defonce, and your lordshipe 
^biiii have proceeded to judgment* ify Lorde, ii k notouaeyuit’ 
tal that I daife / that viU rest vith your lordshipe, ead tcnVI year 
cen internal cenvictum. I detire a dejenet nd I deeire a judy- 
ment, fte rAe( Judgment lohei U wli. My Lorie. I have bewd, 1 
Adpe lemifsd myeelf be/ore thie court, oad / Airoe ben repreoehai 
Jtrr il. Imnat atAswed to iom hefort M authority io icAfoA 7 owe 

2b2 
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CHAT. xin. a great degree attHbutable to tlie portiiUM^itj with 
which his counsel iceistad the introduction of mat¬ 
ter which in the eye of the law is not oYldenco. 
But in this they wore exorolsing an undoubted light, 
and the charge of oocosioningdelay may justly be re¬ 
torted OR the managors* for persisting in oflenng that 
88 evidence which thoy knew to he iuadmiaslblo.* 
Ilastings survivod tbo toimioatiou of Ids trial 
1001*0 than twenty years; but his days were passed in 

fuimitskn. md fbr wkich T/^ ruptci th«i ii as a toil- 
lia{f oblaiioa/ram ns. T lum a^an, mth all hjsmiUy, prtttufmy- 
sal/a nbjaci o/your Jastics and hmomiy. I am not a maa of 
apathy, aor are my powers ^ eadarance equal Co Cho tardy cmd 
iadefiniCe operation of parlianjeatary Juatiee. I feel it u a rery 
cruel lot inpoaod on me, to bo tried by one geaeratiuB, and, if I 
Ijto eo long, to expect judgiaaot from another; for, my Lords, 
are all the Lords prosaaC before whom I originally \viis Cried ? 
Are not many gone Co that place to which wc must aA go ^ 1 am 
told Chat there is a diAbreaoo of more than sixty m Che identity 
of tUo judges before whom t now stand. My Lords, 1 pray yon 
to free roe from tbts proeeoutton by oontinnmg this trial till its 
olooe, and pronouncing a judgment during diis sesuoD i if your 
lordships can do iC, 1 have a petition to that eSeet in say hiAd, 
whioh, if it is not irregular, I now wish to deliver to yotp lor^- 
ihjpo."-^H)ere were many tilings in this address woU and forcibly 
stated, and the prayer of the applicant was reasonable; but the 
tone of ebjeot homiliation by wM^ it ie pervaded ie more ore* 
ditablo to fiastiflgs as an actor tbao u a man. What a contrast 
does his condoot at Westminster present to his bearing in Hin* 
doetsm! 

* Every diepnted point between tho managers and the counsel 
for Raatinga rendered it noeesaary for the Lords to loave West* 
odnetar HsJl tod reCnm to their usual piece of rittiog, to deH- 
berate. These constant jouroeys, from the hall to the 'chamber 
of paititmeat^ from the ohsnnber of parhsmentto the hall> and the 
mult^lied delays thertby oocaalonedi caused one jqf tbs peers to 
rsmaA, that the jndges walhsd, and the trial stood stiU. 
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comparative obeourit;, his xetiiemeut being oilJj oc- ckap. xiii. 
caaionally broken by eom© feeble attempts to grasp 
those bonoDjs to which bo held himself entitled, and 
which, even to the lost hour of a very long life, bo 
does not appear altogether to have despaired of at¬ 
taining. Whon the question of the renewal of the 
Company’s powers was, in 1818, under the considera- 
luon of tho House of Commons, Hastings was called 
upon to give the house the benefit of his evidence. 

He was received with marked reject, and on his 
retirement the members simnltaneously rtiso to 
render him hononr. . 

No man has been more bitterly reviled, or more 
uxtrsvagantly praised, than Hastings; neorly all who 
liave spoken or written of him have been fieroe par* 
tizons — the calmness of unbiassed judgment has 
rarely been biougbt to tho examination of Uls dia¬ 
meter. On one point friends and fiea must agree^ 
that ho was a man of extraordinary talents—-that, 

06 far as intellectual quaMcations consritute com¬ 
petency, he was eminently competent to the high 
duties in the disehugc of which so large a portion 
of his life was passed. He was not only able but 
laborious; his time and thoughts were given to the 
business of his station without reserve, and almost 
without intormIssioiL Few of his successors have 
equalled him in ability—none have surpassed him in 
indnstiy. 

He was among the first to see that England could 
not maintmn her position in Tn<lia ae an isolated 
power. He was among the fiwt to discern the 
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CHAP. xiii. ndcessitf of British govdrmnentfonDiDgaJliojiccs 
with tb© uativo states, and gradnalJy advojioing to 
that commandiog dtaation whioh It bos since at- 
tcdned. These 'news were in his time greotlj* un¬ 
popular in England; but experience, both oril and 
good, has ance prored their soundness. 

Hostings, too, did much to reform tbo internal ad- 
mtnistratlon of the British provinces. Ho found 
tho country sufforiug from tlie consoquennoe of a 
series of revolutions and a snccossion of woalc go- 
veimnbnte. The revenuo and jndi dal cetabliahmests 
woro utterly inefiectivo, and he had to make pro¬ 
visions for tlioii lefonn. He did not render them 
perfect, nor even reasonably good, hut ho gave them 
some degree of efficiency, and his labours formed tho 
ground-work on which subsequent endeavours f:>r 
their improvement have beon based. 

Hastings was sinoerely desirous of promoting tho 
prosperity of the country which he governed, and 
upholding the interests of those whom he served. 
But his moral constitution was defootive, and the 
means by which he sought to promote worthy Snd 
laudable objects were often utterly indeibnaible. If 
the state wanted money, he ^posis to have thought 
himself at liberty to supply the want without in¬ 
quiring as to the justice of the modes resorted to. 
His whole policy was based on the loosest expedi¬ 
ency, and he never suffered himself to be fettered 
by a principle for a moment after it was convenient 
to cost it aside. With a mind of extraordinary 
r power, be seems to have been incapable of under- 
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standing the plainest obligations of justice, and tho chap, xui^ 
dofeots of bis moral jndgmont -wei*© not correctod by 
any delicacy of feeling, His sympatbies vere Treak. 

Stately, cold, and artificial, he manifested little of 
Unman passion, except in ite darker forms.* His 
Imti'od was intense, and its Tiolence vaa aggra- 
rated by the lofty opinion which he entertained of 
himsolf. He had a right bo think of blmsolf highly; 
bat no man con be justified in outertmnmg Chat 
contempt for the opinion of bis fellow-men which 
he chemhed, and which was manifested in so many 
acts of his life.f 

* Hia ebaxaeCer it 8triJdii^7 illustrated fay the large eoUeetion 
of his pnTats letters vHch bu Utely appeared. Whaterer the 
sut^eoc, bbey are writtex ia the style of despatches—<aifardiag a 
perfsot coatmt ui this respect to the SunOiar letCen of C3z«e. 

\ priraCe character cl Hudegs does not M widuo tba 
proviaeo of history t but the drcumsUDceaofbia acoood nsjTiage 
■0 stroogly Oorrobwate As opinion ezpreased is tbs tsat, Aat a 
referextee to them may be excused, To avoid the imputation of 
exaggeratiiig Ae (bets, Aey ■haU be related in the langusge of 
hla iadnlgest biogmpber. It la necessary to premise, tbit they 
occurred on Hastinp’a roysge to Madras, when nppobted to a 
aeatm coimdl Acre. Prior to Us proceeding to Bengal as gorar. 
nor-geoenl, “ Mr. Hastingi fiujid among bis fellow-passeogen in 
the Duke of Graftoo two lodividoala, with whom he soon eatered 
into tenas of familiar intercoune, These were Baron Adam Carl 
Imhoff, a natire of Fraucooia hs Germany, a man of good family, 
though redneed in his cirtumstancoa, who was goiug out to Uadru 
for thepticpose of foBowiog Acre the profeadoa of a portealt pain* 
ter, raid Us lady, a person of singulariy ittraotivs mauners, of a 
very enga^ng figure, and a mind highly cultivated. • • ■ v 
It BO happened. Aat between Ala gifted youog person and her 
hosband there was no conformity ct all. mAer of tastes or 
of dlspondon. >«■•"« Between Aa Bsroness 
Imboff. such as I have described hor. Ae wife of one whom she 
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CHAP. ZQi. An absurd Ioto of mTSterj for its own soke— 
a powdi*fu] tendsno^ to dissemble his thonghts and 
purposes, and appear what he was not—a perverse 
fondness for aooompllfihing his purposes h^ indirect 
and crooked means, even when no perceivable ad¬ 
vantage could be gained by their use—tliose were not 

Lad neror loved, and Mr. Hutingi, one of tlie reoet foMinalingee 
well as chmdToia laen af his day, it would have boon aCrango if 
a friandehtp had biled to omc. which gradually, andtodicmsclTcs 
perhaps ucconedoualy, cook fto& day to day a deeper colouring: 
for the discovered in him sH the qualidaa. cho abeeoco of which 
hi&dared her frooi goring her hoart where she had hostowed her 
band, whOs he found in her more tlian Cho roaliaation of the 
brightest dream which his unagiaation had ever ventured to form. 
•••••■ Ihey ware both too high-minded to bdiec 
on a husband an injury whidi never con be repaired: but they 
were not firm enough to hold out sgainst the aDong temptations 
which the lawa of Protsotant Germany, In reference to the mar* 
riege contztet, cast in their way. Mr. and Mra. ImhofF lived 
together mth good repute a whole year la Madru. They acted 
upon the aajue win and jodi^ua plan after they followed Mr. 
Heatings to Bengal. Yet all thia vrtiilo a aoit wni going forward 
Is the proper eourta of Franconia for a dborM, The dlroroe was 
obtained ofoer much delay; ^e Baroneas ImholT heeame Mre. 
Hastings, nod tiic Boron retnmed to his native eonntry a richer 
mnn than he ever could have hoped to become by portrait painC> 
bg.*'—Oleig'a Memoirs of Hastioge. vol. 1, pages 1G8 to 166. Ob 
rHU story commeat must be ceedlcas. The lady waa lold by her 
first husband, and bought by her second. Hastiugs could not 
hut know m whai light each a tresaacdon would be r^arded In 
his own country, where the state of feelings on aucb matters dlf. 
fers fwca that which ia represented as prevailing in '* Frocestant 
Germany:" but he either despised thapublic opiuon, wh Ich be must 
have felt Co be agaliiBC hia, or thought himself too eleratod to be 
rsnehed by it. Haetiogs was at this tias nearly forty yenre of 
ege, and cooeequontly has no claim to escape censure on the ploa 
of youth. He had also been previously married. 
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lesa striking, and scaroelj less unamiable parts of ctiAP. xiii. 
lus nature. In conclusion, it maj l>d said that in 
the cbaraotei* of Hastings wo may discern much to 
bo admired—much to he condemned^—nothing to 
he loved. 
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CHAPTEU XIV. 

CHAP. XIV. Week Hastings resi^otl tUo government of Bon- 
gal, tlio next member of council was Mr. Jolm Mne- 
pheieoti,* formerly agent to tlic Kabob of Ai^cot, in 
which character be bad been reooived some years 
before by tho Duke of Grafton, then prime minister. 
Mr. Maepberson, it will be recollected, bad at that 
time given somo advice to the minietor too agree¬ 
able to be rofased.t The gratltndo of the nobleumo 
indneed him to recommend the Nabob’s agent to the 
favour of Uie Court of Directors of tbo East-India 
Company, and in consetpience he was pointed a 
writer on the Madras establishment. By somo means 
not explained, the govomor of Madras, Lord Flgot, 
obtained a copy of a memorial, believed to have been 
transmitted to the Nabob of Arcot by Mr. Maepher- 
son, recormring various services rendered to tbe 
prince in England. It being deemed improper that 
such a paper should be addressed to a native prince 
by a servant of the British govenunont, an inquiry 
into the alleged antborahip took place. Mr. Mac- 
pherson's answer was ovorive: tbe governor moved 
that be should be dismissed tbo service, and tho 
motion was carried. 

* Mr. Wbeler was dead. t Bee pages 19 to 98 , 
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At homfi Mr. Mdcphdnon's wes regarded coat. xiy. 
with gro&ier Leniency) and a caae was submitted te 
the Company's standing counsel, reqoimg his opi¬ 
nion, whether he could be restored by a mere majo¬ 
rity of the Court of Directors only; or whether, in 
conformity with the providoDs of an existing act of 
parliament with regard to dismissed serronta, the 
concurrence of three-fouxths of the directors and 
three-fourths of the proprietors would be necessary 
for his restomtlon. The opinion of the Company’s 
counsel was to the effect that the dismissal was in¬ 
formal. but that, novertbelees, Mr. Maepheraon oouJd 
not he restored by the vote of a simple majority of 
the Court of Direotora; and he added, it is worth 
while coOsidering, if Mr. Maopherson ahonld be re¬ 
stored, whether he is a proper person to be conti¬ 
nued in the Company's service. He had, in my 
opinion, too much connection with the Nabob of 
Arcot; and when the Company’s interest and the 
Nabob's are aifocted, os they will often happen, they 
will ^atly disturb a man of honour and integrity.” 

This opinion seoms not to have been satisfoctory, 
for, about a month afoei its delivery, another waa 
obtained foom the aolidtor-general,* detenoining 
that Mr. Maopherson was still in the Company’s ser- 
viee, the dismissal having been irrepilar. Upon this 
opinion the majority of the Court of Direotora re¬ 
solved to act, and the government of Madras was 
apprked that Mr. Maopherson remmned in the Com- 

* Mr. Wsdderlmm. ftfterwardB Lord Loughborough, L^ud 
CbajiceUor of Enghiad. 
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CBAP. XIV. pa&y’fi $dniM his proper siimdmg; but it wa£ 
added, “ &s bis behaviour was disrespectful to your 
botud, and in other respects very reprehensible, vre 
direct that you give him a severo reprimand, and 
acquaint him that a like conduct will meet with a 
soverer punishment." 

The reprimand was never rocoivod, nor the danger 
of the severer punishment incurred. Mr. Maepher- 
son was declared edli in the service; but cithov lie 
evinced no aimc^ to enjoy the emoluments thus 
re-opened to him, or his masters he^tatod to com¬ 
plete the measure of their indylgenee by sanctioning 
his return to his presidency. Mr. Maepherson re¬ 
mained in England three years and a half, how en¬ 
gaged it is unnecessary to inquire. At the cud of 
that penod he was appointed a member of the coun¬ 
cil, not of Madras, to which presidency ho belonged, 
but of Ber^, to supply the vacancy occasioned by 
the lesignMioii of Mr, Barwell, The appointment, 
under the existing state of tho law, required the con¬ 
firmation of the Crown: this was granted wtChont 
objection, and tho agent of Mahomet Aii'thus be¬ 
came the coa<^tor, and eventually the successor, of 
Warren Hastings. 

At this time, when the eyes of all political parties 
were intently fixed on India, such an appointment 
was not likely to pass without notice. The select 
committee of the House of Commons instituted an 
inquiry into the facts, and honoured Mr. Macpheisou 
with u elaborate report of some length, solely de¬ 
voted to the illustration of bis history. Mr. Mao 
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pberson was joon^ la the Company's serrice; but this ca&p. xiv. 

objeotion to hi& appointment vas of coti^aratively 

triding importance. His previous conduct ought 

to have been regarded as an ioanperable obstacle 

to bis admission into thosorrioa at aU, and hlsselec^ 

tioDj by tho body against whose rights and interests 

lie had conspired for a seat in the Bupreme coundl 

with a chancoof ovontual succession to tlio office of 

goTcmoNgenoml, is ono of those eurtraordinary &ct9 

which secret history alone can adequately explain* 

The chairman and deputy chairman of the Company 
were examined before the select committee, bat 
with little advantage to the object which the com- 
tnittee bad in view. To qnestionB relating to the 
peouliar motivee which had dictated the appoint¬ 
ment, they were dumb. It is eaid that, whon Mr. 
Ma^herson returned to England from Madras, he 
ailbrded secret mformarion respecting the designs of 
France which was highly naefnl, and which led, in 
the succeeding wv, to the early and easy capture of 
Pondicherry. This service undoubtedly merited ro* 
ward; bnt if it could not be avowed as the ground 
of the appointment, some mode of acknowledgment 
less open to suspicion ought to have been found. 

Upon the case, as related in tho report of the select 
committee, opinions conld scarcely diiTer. The ap¬ 
pointment appeared utterly indefensible, and no at' 
tempt was made to defbnd it. 

While the means by which Mr. Maepheraon first 
I’aised himself to (Ustuiction cannot be too severely 
condemned, it is justly due to him to state that bis 
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CHAP. xrr. exercise of the chief power in India vrtA entitled to 
much praise. He applied himself Tigorously to en- 
ibree cecossaiy reforms, and to restore the crodlt of 
the Compan/e govenunent, To him, in a great de- 
groe, beloDgs the merit of intro dadog order and 
I'ogulailtyiuto the administration of the dnancee of 
India, which previously rocelvod little more atten¬ 
tion than was necessary to provide for tlio oxigencioe 
of the passing hour. His oharaotei appears to havo 
been that of an able and nnsenipnlous man—of one 
caring little in whose service his talents were »er- 
deed so that they wore duly rewarded, but who left 
his employers, whoever they might be, no ground for 
complaint, that tho interests ontnutod to him had 
suffered either through incapacity or negligence. 

During the administration of Mr. Maopherson 
Lord Macartney arrived at Calcutta from Madras, the 
government of which presidency he had rooeutly 
resigned. * His principal ol:gect in proceeding to 
Bengal was, to endeavour, by personal representa- 
tion, to impress upon the superior government a 
sense of tho difficulties in which. that of Madras 
would be placed, in consequence of the orders from 
Bngland, directing the reetoration of the assign¬ 
ment granted by the Nabob of Arcot* While in 
Calcutta, he received a despatch, announcing bis 

* ThsM orders vere tbe molt of the ixurigues of Mr. PauI 
BoftSeld, wbo wu then in India, aasduouBly euldwiiog bis ui- 
tSEMts with tbe Nabob of Areot, and writing Uttsrs In tho Nabob’s 
najBS. filled with sboie of Lord Macarmey. HastiAgs, who^oor* 
dially biUed Lord Mseaitncy. seems to hare dorivsd much satis, 
faction ^OT^Ch of thoo opistios M wore addressed to bus. Tfa 
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Appointment as govemor-gennxsl of Bengal. The csaj^. x^y. 
diatmctioii was flattering, as it had not been soli- 

mode in wbioh thsf vert bUiu&otQi^ie expUiced la a deepatofa, 
addrewed by tbe governor and coundl erf Port 8t. George to ibe 
governor end coonoU of BongiL Sfftb May. 1763 . llioy ay, 

Mr. Bonfibld, to eecore tbe penunnanoy of hin pover tnd tbe 
perfeotioft of bii eabeaiu, tbougbt it nw esmry to renda the 
Nabob HA abeoluCe stronger Ce the state of hie afairi. He is* 
sured his lughoess that fall jusUoe voe not done to the sbength 
of his scDtiinenti end the koenaese of lus fttCecka in the trensla* 
tioQs that were msdo by the Comps^yb servants from tiie erigiosl 
Penisn of Ids letters; he therefore proposed to him thst they 
should, in future, be tnknsoutted ia English. Of the BagUeti Iia> 
guage or vriting his highness or the Ameer ^the Nsbob's second 
son] cannot retd one word; tbongh the letter esn ooziwse td it 
with suffioient flnoney. ** ^ 

Msbometen oonqaerore end of the court of Delbi.ss saappendege or 
signal of authority, vos at oU tunes portacolorly affected by (he Ns. 
bob. It is the language of aQ acts of state sod sU pablietransac- 
dons smong tbs Massulfflon cHefe of Hiodostsn. The Nshob vsS 
thought to hsve ginned no inconsiderable p^t in procuring the 
eorrespoDdenoe from our prcdecesiocs to tbe rajah of Tonjore to be 
changed from the Mehrstta language, which too Hindoo prince uq* 
dcratands. to the ?ertian, which he disclturnsnodenCanduig. To 
force the rajah to the Nidtob’i language vaa gratifying the latter 
witli a new epeoioe of subeervisocy. He hod fismerly contended, 
with coueidsrtblo anxiety end. it was tiiought. so inconsderoble 
cost, for puticulsr foms of address to be used towards b»n> la thst 
language i bnt all of a sadden, In hvour of Mr.Benfiald. he qaiU 
his former effsotums, his habits, his knowledge, his curion^. the 
inemaifig mistrust of sge, to tbrov himself on the generous con* 
dour, the falthfol interpretation, the grueful return, tmd dtoqneat 
organ of Mr. Besdeld. Mr. Benficld rebUes and reads what he 
pleases to his excellency tbe Am<er>aI*Omrah: his SKoeUency 
coiDmuniestee with the Nabob.hisfstber, m thelsagut^ thelatUr 
understands. Through two chsnuels so pure the truth most unire 
M tliQ Nabob in perfect nfinement. Ihrough this double trust tua 
highness TCC^Tce whatever impros^n it may be expedient to 
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CHAP. cited; it was tbc more Mattering as Lord Mikoartney 
WAS Tujcoimectod with the political party then in 
power,* and Lad not been supposed to possosB any 
large sbAre of their oonddonoe. The honour was, 
liowovor, dcelinod, though, as may ho gathered from 
the statement of his lordship’s biograjihor, not with¬ 
out eomo nntioipation of its ftituro ci^oymont. The 
writer observes, “ he had many and strong ronsona 
for dechnihg at this Umo to take upon himsoif tlio 
gOTomment of Bengal. Tlio ill state of his hoaUli, 
broken down by the 6itlguos and vexatious which 
ho had undergone in hia iato govomment, required 
a apeody removal to his native climato. Tho gone- 
raJ altuation of affhirs in India llkowiso pointed ont 
to him the propriety, and iodeod iho nocossity, of 
submitting to hia M^osty'a miuistoia cort^n roguln* 
tiona which he considored indispensable for the sal- 
vatton of this part of the ompiro, nnd of laying 
before them those oonditioua on which only he felt 
himself able to ihldl tho purposes of his appointment 

nuke oa hhd. He thus Is surroundsd eb every aide. He is 
totally at tholi mercy, to boliova whet U not true and Co subseribe 
to wbat be does not moen. Tbore ii no systoca so now, so foroign 
to bis intenCtons, that thoy may aot yums in bis nckbs. vriCbouC 
possibility of detsedon: for are eandous of wbo npproAch 
bin. snd hire thought prudsne to declinA for Idm the nsits of 
the governor, evaa upon the uscul solenm artd accepUbIs occadoa 
of deUeenDg to bh highness the Conpeay's letters. Such U the 
oomplete ascondssoy gvnsd by Mr. BsnAsld t" Mr.Beofiold was 
a great artist, bntcnulBr m^na of p re yui g on natire prinow have 
lAa been adopted by nnprinclpl^ Buropeue, though rarely, 
perbaps, used vnth equal sklU, or attended by equal auooess. 

• That of Mr. Pitt. 
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with advaato^ to the public aud reputation to him- chap. xxv. 
aelf. Other clrcumptancee, whioh applied peculiarlj 
to bimsolf, rendered every precaution on hie part, if 
not necessary, at least expedient/’* These clrcnm- 
stances appear to have been his dislike or distrust 
of tho Associates with whom, if he had accepted 
tho office of govomoi-gcnerah he would have been 
obliged to aot; and, under the infiocnce of all these 
motives, Lord Macartney deteimincd to leave Mr. 
Maopherson in continued poasesnon of the seat of 
power. On his lordslup's arrival in England, he 
ontoi'cd into immediate communication with tho 
chsinnan and deputy chairman of the Esat-lndin 
Company, with the view, ss it would appear, of pre¬ 
paring the way fot his ^)poiniznent to the office of 
governor-general, under conditions which would re¬ 
move his previous objections to accepting it. Lord 
Maeaxiney alleged that the necessary subordination 
of tho'tnilitary to the civil authority was not snffi- 
cjontly provided for; he represented that great 
abuses still existed in the civil service, mid com¬ 
plained espodally of the pbwer possessed hy the 
majority of council of thwarting the designs of the 
goWQpr^genersl.t To the parties then ezsrdsbg 

V' Banow** Ule'of Lord Mteartosy. toL {. page SOS; 

f Tho iaOonvomeneo srismi from this «ourco nmodiixt by 
tn AOt pawed io cbe ywTof Lord Macutssy'a amval Id Eaglaod, 
afid probably lo eosMijiieoee of bia krdabtp'a ToprweiiWtiona. 

Tlio 26 Oeo. S, cap. 16, gave to the goverBor*general and dM 
goveroon of tha subordinate presideadea tka power of perfonn- 
ing, without the concurreiica of a Tnajority of counen, ony act 
which would have beea lawful with buc1\ eoceuTrenco, ezeepting 
the exerciso of judicial or legislative auti^onty. or the impoatbon 
VOL. n. 2 C 
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. zip; the highest civil and xnilitaiy autboiitj in Bengal 
be had persooal ol^eodons, which he thonght ren¬ 
dered it inexpedient that Hiej should he memhers 
of a govonuDcnt of which be was to be tiio head. 
The views of Lord Macartney on these points having 
been commimicatcd to the minUters of the Crown, 
he WM invited to an Infcomew with Mr. Pitt and 
Hr. Dondas. No important dilTcreiice appears to 
have existed on the points which hod boon pre¬ 
viously disenased with the chairman and depu^ 
ohairman of the Company, hut a difficulty arose 
from Lord Macartney intimating that it would be 
uecessary, for bis own reputation and the benefit of 
the public service, that he should receive some dis- 
tingnished mark of the favour of the Crown, and 
that he had hoped that Mr. Pitt had been prepoi'cd 
to anticipate the expressiou of his demre for an 
English peerage.* This desire the minister was not 
willing to gratify; and three days after the con¬ 
ference, Lord Cornwallis was appointed goveruor- 
general of Bengal. This uohlemw had sesna yesn 
before been referred to by name in the House of 
Commons, as eminently fitted for the srtuation.f 

of say tax or daty. The eob by vUafa this power wu lint given 
bw bau repealed, but Che power bee been continued by aubU' 
qiieSt esicQiiflDti ud ^^ 1^ exii^. 

* Lord Mncartaey being an Irish peer. 

t IlyMr. Dundas, to wboee mflAeace. u preudent of tha Board 
of Oooupiuioaert, ^ appointment may be attributed. Load Ma- 
cMmp appwuad no more on the held of Indian politioa^but bia ptQ> 
e«MU>g*«4 goramor of Madru lad to bia beiog engaged in a dual 
ill thiaeoimi^ with Ohnajal Stuart, whom bo bad (broiblytemoTad 
from the oonmaod of tto^rjay and a^t bosie onder arrea& The 
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Lord Com’walUa fotisd in the sdnuiniatration of chap. xiv. 
td)e Bengal g^Tenmenb much that required hsmC' 
diate coiroetion. H&atinge had znade some prori* 
aion for the maintouance of the public peace, and 

roeetui^ vai tought bf Omen} Stuart, and die groutid of it wM 
un alleged niareprcHiitiition eontemed m t despaleb forwuded 
from Madraa to Ibe Court of Puectora, and aigued Lord Me* 
corOioy cmd fhe other membera of Aa govorament. In die t dea* 
patch it «aa ataxed that, wbes Oeneral Stotrt wu cemoatd from 
the eomcQtnd of the army, Sir John Burgojne acknowladged to 
the governor that be wee deelrad by the general to feign oompli- 
once with the wiaboa of govemmeAt diet be fSir Jobo Burgoyne) 
should accept the eomcaend, but added, that he diadaioed euch a 
coorae, and therefore gate nodee that he ahouM obey Geaerel 
Stuart'a orders. Sir Jobn Burgoyna anbawpieutly denied baviog 
mode auy such etatament ea to Oeneral Stuart; end amral per- 
Bosa preaent at the connraationa between the governor and 
Joba Bargoyne afinned that they bad not beard it. Lord Ma^ 
oartney maieted that it bad been made, and referred to Bir George 
Staunton aa remettbering it. Captain Cole, an officer in tbe 
King’s service, also testified that he bad heard Sir John Bargoyne 
malre a MiwAfy statecaent in soother place. It ie nather easy nor 
izaportaut to detertome on the balsjioe of ondence ; if ontnbera 
wore to dedde, the verdict must peea ogainst Lord Meeartney. 

At the boftile msetiDg to which the dispute led, hia lordship was 
wounded to the aboolder. General Stuart aot thfolung (aa le b 
bopreeunied) &e wound auffidentiy severe to aootbe hia injured 
feclisga, ezpreaaed much anxiety that hia lordabip ahould endear 
TOUT to fire another pistol, audLord UacarCney, aecordiug to tbo 
aCateaeac at the aeoonda, intimated that it would ^ve bm plea- 
aura to gWSfy tbe gentfal : but tbe aeconda would aot penmt it^ 
aod tbe affiifr dieteupoc terminated. It waa balierad that Qeaei^ 

Stusrt maditeted rsRirii%< tbe ffiepute at a ffituTb tine, but 
tber pVDCeeffidgi were atopped by a apodal iz^ction from tbe 
eotereign. 

This waa not tire only buasna of the like obUactar m which 
Lord Macartney waa eogaged. In India, he had been iurdved in 
a dispute with Mr. Badldr. a mecaber of the govenunent, and Che 
Moior of the three eommisnonora employed m uegotiating tiie 
3 C2 
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ciiAP. XIV. for the wana^ment of the revenTie, but corruption 
and abuse pervaded evoiy department of t3ie state, 
Some of the existing evils Hastings had perhaps 
little inclination to correct As an instance, may bo 
mentioned, the prevailing pr&otioe of giatif^g fol¬ 
lowers and depeudents Incrative agencies, whioh 
was a mode of pnrohasing friends nud supportois too 
coureiuent to be despised by a man wbo needed all 
the strength which he could onlist in his sorvico to 
stem the current of opposition which not unfi'c- 
^ueutly set against him in Lid{a» and shield him 
from the dangers which he was conscious awaited 
him at home, When no such motives interposed, 
the evils, which weio allowed to increase and multi¬ 
ply, derived impunity, not from the dieinclination of 
Hastings to correct them, but from his ’^rant of 
power or of opportunity. Placed, during a gitHit 
part of his career as governor-general, in coniliot 
with his colleagues, ^gaged in vast and wide-sproad 
militaiy operations requiring constant thought and 
giving rise to constant anxiety, it is rather surprising 
that he should have found time to do any thing for 
tbe zmprovemszit of the internal administration of 

tmty 'Hppoo Sultsa. Mr. Stdlrir, U v»a aiPegsd, hsd gina 

hU consent to a ptrUcnltr act of the govommenC^bc denied it, 
nod the goremor, whose command of temper on ebu ocamsion 
does not appear entitled tc macb pnisc, rq>e}led Mr. Ssdleir's 
assertion by the strongest axpresrioD in which an Imputation of 
fslsehoed cim be conveyed. A ohaileoge from the inaulled party 
oofUsqoeDce; and In tbe meetzug which foDowed, Lord 
MecsTtney wu slightly wounded In the left aide. To a dusJ 
under euob oircunslances. die obaervaCiooa which bare l>ee& mado 
on that between Haatlnga and Franeis striotiy ap^y. 
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the country, than that he shonld notha^e done more* chap. xiv. 
or better. The govomiuont of Lord Cornwallis was 
not free from the distractiona of war, bnt in one 
respect his poaltlon bad a decided adTaotoge over 
that of Haatinge. The unavoidable dlflicul^es of 
ndminiatering the afiairs of the countiy wore not 
aggravated hy the info^on of faotion. In combating 
with the evils, which oircumatancee had allowed to 
attain a gigantic stature, he foai ed no unreasonable 
opposition either at the council board or at home. 

The enrlier years of his administration bolng undi&> 
turbed by war, opportunity was found for eoQsidcrhig 
fiubli ohongee as appeared to be nocessaiy jn the ad> 
muustrative system of the country. Whetber or not 
these were in evety instance judldously eifeoted, has 
been matter of debate. Some notice will be token 
of the more important of them before the history 
of the government of Lord Cornwallis is brought to 
a close. 

Among the external rolatuons of the Company's 
government, those enbsisting with Oude soon claimed 
Lord ComwaJIis's attention. The ever nnsatisfacs 
tory state of that unhap^iy country was cert^, in¬ 
deed, of iumislung subject of appeal to a new go* 
vemor-gsneial. Lord Cornwallis made some mo* 
difications in the existing arrangements, but de¬ 
clined to comply with the Viaier’s reguest for tbo 
withdrawal of part of the English force stationed 
for the protection of his dominions. The relation 
now eetablisbod between the two states was tlmt 
wlii^ has since been so widely extended—a sub* 
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CHAV. xrv. sidifir;' fillianc^; and its nature is thus described 
by the governor-general r—“ Wo undertake the de¬ 
fence of bis conntiy \ and, fn retorn, he agrees to 
defny the real expenses inouiTsd by an ongnge- 
znent of so much tbIuo to himself. The internal 
administration of his adairs is left to his excIuMve 
management.” 

WithKlsain All there vere some differenoes to 
bo adjusted, and these not unattended by difticul- 
ties. Bosalat Jung, the brother of tho Niaam, 
who, it will be recollected, had a life interost in 
Guntoor, one of the Northern Oircars, was dead, but 
Guntoor bad not been surrendered to the English, 
to whom the reversion belonged, though possession 
bad been demanded. It remained for Lord Corn¬ 
wallis to repeat and enforce the demand. Ad agent 
of the British government was accordingly dispatched 
to the court of the Nlsam; and that his mission 
might want no auxiiiaty to success, a milltaty force 
was put in motion in the direction of the drear 
ciaimod. Nieam All made little opposition to the 
demand for its transfer, and thia part of the negotia¬ 
tion was brought do a oonolusioQ with greater ease 
than was expected. But so long as the circar had 
been withheld feom the English, after the event 
which gave them a claim to pcsseasion, they had 
neglected to pay the Nisam’s peabcuab, or tribute, 
'white he, fer the same period, bad received the 
revenues of Guntoor. To settle these accounts, 
one ef the ministers of the Nisam proceeded to 
CalcuiTta. Bendes the ostensible motive for his 
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journey, there was uiotber^he deaire of oonclud* chap. xiv. 
mg auch engag^emente with the EngilsU os ehouid se* 
cure their aid, in cue the Nisam abound be attacked 
dthor by Tippoo Sultaa or the Mahrattu. He 
had not long before been eng^d, in conjunction 
with the Mehrattas, in war with Tippoo Sultan,* but 
had little cause to be proud of his success. Peace 
had been reatored, and Kisnm All proposed an in- 
diuoluble union between the Sultan and himself. 

The answer of Tippoo was favourable, bnt he re- 
qoiied that the coiinectiou should bo cemented by 
intermarriage between the families. The pride of 
Nizam Ali recoiled from this proposal, and thus the 
effect of his oveitore for a political alliance tended 
to alienate rather than unite the two great Maho« 
metan powers of the sooth of India. Instead of 
conciliating the friendship of Tippoo, bo felt that he 
had increased the enmity of that potentate. Hie 
ixLcreascd danger added to his ardour for an English 
allianoci but the manacle which bound the hands 
of Lord Cornwallis seemed to preclude him from 
compliance. The English in India, had been in- 
volved in some unjust ware, and with that headlong 
wiliulness with which popular cppinion tends to rush 
to exiirem^ the English parliament and the. £kig- 
lisb people seem to have concluded that every war 

* Hftd HMticgB resainad In India with ch« powar to gire effect 
to hie wuhea, the would probabljhaTe been a party to tbU 

coafedaraoy. Fadfio policy wu, however, the faahioa of the 
■ad Lord OomwtlUe took extraordinary pains to make known 
that the government would enlar Into no such connection. 
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CRAP. XIV. wag6(} hy Europeans in India must be unjast. Par* 
Ixamentoi'/ speecbes, pailiamontaiy re«olutions> and 
pailmmoutar/ reporU, denounced the piusuit of con¬ 
quest, nnd thne &r no objection can be token to the 
TicTO which they embodied. Bat when those who 
tixue cheaply earned popular applause procoeded to 
depiivo Indian statesmen of tho powor of oileotually 
serving their country imd maintaiuing tlio security 
of Its depondenoles, they manifeetod oithor a total 
ignorance of the position of the British nation in 
lndia> or a culpable disregard of its interests. By 
an Act of Porliamentf passed not long before tho 
departnie of Lord Cornwallis for his gOTemmont,* 
after reciting that “ to pursue schemes of conquest^ 
and extension of dommion in India 01*0 measnros 
ropugoant to the wish, the honour, and policy cf 
this nation,’* it was declared tliat it should not be 
lawful for the governor-general and council, without 
the express command and authority of the Cooit of 
IHrectoTS or Che Secret Committee, to declare war, 
or commence hostilities, or enter into iveaty ibr 
making war, or guaranteeing the possessions of sny 
country powers or ohie&, except'in cases where 
hostilities should actually lave been commenced, or 
preparations made fbr theii oommencoment against 
the British nation'in Indio, or some power or state 
whose territories the Company were bound to 
defend. This enactment seemed to preclnde tho 
gratifica^on of Klsnm AJi by any now engogu- 
ment% Mid what were those actually subsisting 
* 9i Gso. 8, oap^ 98: Mr. Pitt’s India Act. 
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between ihd two sifttes it was by no means an easy chap. xfv. 
task to determine. In 1768 the English govern- 
ment had concluded a treaty with Nizam AIJ, in 
which they accepted from that prince the dowanny 
of part of Hyder AJi’a dominions, snbjeot to their 
conquest, and the payment of a certain amount of 
tribute.* But in the following year they bad ne¬ 
gotiated with Hyder Ali as the lawful master of the 
territories which he governed, and in that oliaraoter 
had concluded a ti'eaty with him jf and fifteen years 
afterwards they had, in like manner, I'ecogruzcd the 
claims of Hyder All's son, Tippoo Snltnn.;^ Did 
these engagements with the successive rulers of 
Mysore nullify their formei* agreement with Nizam 
Ali, which aoknow] edged hia right to dispose of 
Hyder All’s dominions, and accepted a free gift of 
them ? Lord Cornwallis decided that they did not~ 
that the treaty of 1768 was yet in fbteo. What 
then became of the arrangements with Hyder Ali 
and Tippoo Sultan? The English might abandon 
their own claims to the dew&uny, but they could not 
abandon those of Nizam Ali to the sovereignty, if 
any claim bo had. The difficulty was attempted to 
be met by a declaration that circumstances had 
totally pj.«oluded the execution of the artids relat¬ 
ing to the,dewftuny, and a promise that If it ahonld 
happen that the Company, with the Nizam’s assist¬ 
ance, should gain poosessicn of the country, the 
claims of that prince shonld be respected, as well as 

• B« voL t poge 654. t Swvol. i-poB«573. 

) Biie page 390. 
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CRAP. xiv. the ri^ht of the M&))?atta8 to for this the 

British goTemjDent, hj the treaty of 1768, under¬ 
took to pay, although the Mahrattas were no pextiee 
to the treaty. The goremor^general thru recognised 
the cotemporaiy operation oftvo troatiee, to both of 
which the Company was a party; one acknowledg¬ 
ing the right of Tippoo Sultan to certain territo¬ 
ries, the other transferring those torritorioe to tho 
English. 

This was not all. By the treaty with tho Nisratn, 
the Englid were hound to famish that prince with 
a certain amount of military foroe. An explanation 
of this article wee allhrded by the governor-general, 
in which it was declared that tho stipulated assist- 
ance shonld be granted whenever the Nizam might 
apply for it ; but it was not to be empLoyod against 
any powers In alliance with the Company. To guard 
against mistake, these favonced oUlee wore named, 
and the list oomprehendod every power of any im¬ 
portance in the south of India except on^^tbe ex¬ 
ception was Tippoo Sultan. The views of that re^ 
less and unprincipled tyrant aiforded jast grovtoAior 
apprebecrion, bat the goveraor-gerLezial' was pre¬ 
cluded by Act of Farh^ent from entering into any 
treaty which should place the Britiah government 
m a condition to contend with him eSbctually. An 
evasion was therefore resorted to. It was thought 
desirable to condliate the Nizsm, and securo his 
oo-opmitson ss as ally; and to attain this object, an 
eld treaty, porUons. of which had been virtually 
reeouiddd by treaties made by the Euglislj with 
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Hjddr A]i and Tippoo, was declared still to Im in chap, xit, 

full operation, and a letter was writtezL to the Nl* 

aam, oonfinning and esplaining it Tim letter, it 

was ezpljcitlj declared, was to be equally binding 

SB a treaty. If it bad been an object to devise 

means to embanaas the British goyemment id 

India, to divest it of thb power of defending the 

Company’s posseesions, or compel a recourse to piti- 

fol subterfuges to avert their lose, no means more 

efBoient could have been found than the ill-coD> 

sidered and absurd enactment by which the go* 

veraor*genera2 was required to deter preparation 

for war till preparation wonld probably be vain. In 

addiseaing tbs reeident at Poona, a ^w months after 

the tranamission of his letter to theKizam, Lord Com* 

walhs said, " Some considerable advantages have no 

doubt been experienced by the system of nentmlity 

which the legislature required of the govermaonts of 

this country, but it has, at the same time, been 

attended with the unavoidable inconvenience of our 

being constantly exposed to the necessity of eom- 

mencing a war without having previously seonred 

the asistance of efficient allies.’’ In reference to 

the conduct of Lord Oomwalhs on this oooaaion^ 

Colonel Wilks remarks, that “it Is highly inatmo* 
tive to observe a statesman, justly extolled for mo¬ 
derate and paofic diapontions, thus indirectly vio¬ 
lating a law enaoted for the enforcement of these 
virtues, by entering Into a very intelli^ble offendve 
alliance, which, although the efTective revival of the 
abrogated conditions of an old treaty, was certainly 
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CHAP. XIV. zieiUier a dealoiatlon of war, nor tluit te^ljiiical 
inetrument named a treaty for tnaiing war, exe¬ 
cuted aubeequoutly to tlie prohiliiting Act of Par¬ 
liament.”* The desirci indoed, of not oUending 
against the letter of the Act of Parliament,’* says 
Sir John Malcolm, "would appear, on this occasion, 
to have led to a trespass on its spirit by tUo revival 
of on ofleiislTo alliance against Ti])poo Sultan, for 
such the treaty of 1708 undoubtedly was.” “ Tliore 
is no person,” he subsequently observes, " acquainted 
with the nature of the tlmee in which this engage* 
ment”—the engagement with the Nisam—“ was 
formed, but must be sensible that eveiy measuro 
of piccantionary policy was then necessary on the 
part of the Biitish governmont to counteract mid 
imstrate the ambitions designs of Tippoo Sultan; 
hut what has been stated will shew timt the Dtexoi 
construction of the roetnctions of the Act of PaiUo^ 
ment had, upon this occasion, the oifeot of making 
the governor-general pumue a course whioh woe 
l>erhap8 not only questionahlo in point of faith, but 
which must have been more olfensive to Tippoo 
Sultan, and more calculated to produce a war with 
that piince than an avowed contract of a defensive 
engagement, homed for the express and legitimato 
purpose of limiting his inordinate oinbitiou ”t Such 
were some of the eflbets of legislating for Indio, in 
a spirit which could discern nothing but the lust 

* Sketohe*. vol. iU. pege 98. 

t Sketch of tits Political Hiatory of Indis, ed. X6J2, pagoa 
66 . 66 , 69 . • 
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of coogueet in Ergliabnieu, nothing tnit Justice, chap. xrv. 
moderation, aad patient endurance in the native 
princes of India. 

The exception of Tippoo Snltan from the num- 
her of princes against whom the English battalions 
frimislicd to the Nixam were not to act, marked the 
point from which tho govemor-geneml apprehended 
dangor. The course of events proved that the ap¬ 
prehension was not gioundless. By the treaty of 
1784, the pooco concluded with Tippoo Sultan was 
to oxtend, not to the English alone, hut to their 
allies; and among those tho Rajah of Travancore 
was ^oiolly named. Tippoo Sultan, however, me¬ 
ditated the conquest or dismemherment of Travau- 
core; and, to save appevanoes, made repeated at¬ 
tempts to attfun his purpose through the instrumen¬ 
tality of others. He had endeavoured to prevail ou 
the Zamorin of Calicut to invade Travancoro, in 
prosecution of some antiquated claims; .and would 
piohahly havo succeeded, had he not oSended the 
Hindoo prince by his foiious seal tbr making com¬ 
pulsory proselytes to the Mahometan faith. He 
next sought the assistance of the Rajah of Cochin, 
yvfiom he instigated to reclaim tlm territory on which 
the lines of Travancore were formed. These lines 
bad been oonstruoted prinotpally upon a atrip of 
land ceded many years before by the Bnjah of Cochin 
to the Rajah of Travancore, in compensation for 
assistance rendered by the latter prince in resisting 
an invasioii of the territories of the former by the 
Zamorin of Calicut. Alarmed by the intelligence of 
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CHAP. xiY. the hoitile Tiews of Tippoo Sultan, the Rajah of Tm- 
•vancore J^pUed to the goYernment of Madras for 
assistanoe; and Sir .Archibald CampheU, who bad 
succeeded Lord Macartney as the bead of that pre¬ 
sidency, promptly granted it. Ho at the same time 
addressed a representation to Tippoo Sultan, warning 
him that any act of aggression upon TraYonoore 
would he regarded by the English goveniment os a 
violation of the treaty of 1734, and oqniYalent to a 
declaration of war against that gOYemment. To 
this Tippoo responded by professing a desire to main- 
tarn relations of amity with the English state. His 
acts, howeyer, did not correspond with his profes- 
slons; for a few months afterwards ho commenced 
his march in the direction of TraYwcoi'e, with a 
force of about thirty-flYe thousand men. 

On an estuary at one extremity of the lines of 
Tiavancors were situate two forts belongicg to the 
Dntoh, named CrangaziOFe and Ayacottah. On the 
approai^ of Tippoo, the Dutch, under the provisions 
of a treaty of long standing, called upon the R^jnh 
of TraYnneore to assist them in the defenoe of these 
places. With this requisition he was ready to com¬ 
ply \ but Mr. Hollond, who by the departure of Sir 
Archibald Campbell bad become acting governor of 
Madras, informed the rajah that the English baita- 
lions could not he permitted to be employed, exo^ 
upon such parts of the Une of defence ss actually 
belonged to Travancore. To overcome this dlfflcolty, 
the rajah resomed a negotiation, which had been 
eomnieaced some thne before, fov the purohase of 
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the two forte from the Dutch, ftsd a bargaiu was chap. xiy. 
concluded. Against this tranefer Tippoo Sultan 
lemoDstrated; alle^ug ^at the Dutch had no right 
to sell the forte, Inasmuch as they were but tribute- 
nee to the Rajidi of Coohin, who was himself the 
trihutarj of Tippoo, and that consequently they bad 
assumed the right of alienating part of the possee- 
sions of hlysoro. Mr. HoUond appears to have 
yielded a very willing ear to the representatioos of 
Tippoo Sultan; he condeiuxied the purchase, and 
encouraged the Sultan to expeot that the places 
would be restored. The assertions of the Mysorean 
prince were, howerer, mon^ems &Uehoods. The 
Dutch had ori^oally obtained the diluted posses¬ 
sions by coziquest from the Portuguese; they had 
held tbeni for more tbw a century; they had never 
paid tribute to the Rajah of Cochin, or acknow¬ 
ledged his superiority; and the dependence of that 
prince upon Mysore, so ^ from preceding tbe ao- 
quiaitions of the Dutch, had its origin in the con¬ 
quest of Hyder All, and bad not oentinned more 
than twelve years. The right of the Dutch to sell, 
it was reported and believed, had also been recog¬ 
nised hy the msa who now impugned it. Tippoo 
Sultan, It was alleged, had offered to beoc«ne a pur¬ 
chaser; and had the Raj^ of Tr&vancore delayed 
the Completion oi tbe trea^, his eo^y; it was pro¬ 
bable, would in this way have possessed himself of 
increased means ibt hia deatrucUou. 

T^^oo found various other grounds of complaint, 

\riuoh weare the subject of long and&uitless diactisston. 
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CBAP< xrr.The English gotemmeot proposes) tbo appointment 
of conunissiojtore for tlio inveatigation of the points 
of dispute; hut Tippoo Sultan had leeolved to anb- 
mit the queation to a diiThrent and 001*6 decisive 
arbitration. He had for some time been gradually 
approaching the lines, part of which fomod the prin* 
cipol subject of dla[)uto. On the night of the 28tb 
a.n. 17S9. of Pecombor, 1789, ho marched to attack thorn, nnd 
gained a considerable ostent of rampart. TUo Tra* 
vancore troops retreated before him; hut his lead¬ 
ing oojps having snfierod severely, an attempt ‘was 
made to relieve it by another. Before this move¬ 
ment was completed, the fire of a party of about 
twenty men, posted under a thick cover, fell heavily 
on the corps about to bo relieved; and kilted the 
commanding ofilcer. Tho whole wore immediately 
thrown into inextricable disorder, and rushing ‘wildly 
back upon the corps ad'vancing to their lallef, threw 
them also Into confusion. 

Panic now became general; and the living tor¬ 
rent ‘was borne on to a ditch, over some of 

the fugitives leaped, while others were forced into 
ft by the resistless masses which pro^d on them 
f^m behind. The bodies of these formed a road, 
over which thoir comrades passed, and thus mise¬ 
rably did numbers of Tippoo’s troops perish. The 
Sultan was thrown down in tho struggle—the bear¬ 
ers of his palanquin trampled to death—himself 
rescued ftom the same fate only by the vigorous 
exertions of some aotive and faithful followers, 
and this not until he had received ir\jurie8 from 
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the eSects of which he occasionallx suffei’ed till his chap. xrv. 
death. ’ 

Contemplating the probability of war, Loi'd Corn¬ 
wallis had instmated the Madias gorermnent to be 
prepared for it. The inatraotioD was disregarded; 
and even after the attack on the lines of Travancore, 
the eajno course was pursued, with alleged reference 
to economy. The value of tins motivo was duly ap- 
predated by Lord Cornwallis, lloferrmg to it at a 
period when the governor guilty of this ineipUcable 
folly had no longer thopoweref doing good or harm, 
he said. “ So fer am 1 fiom giving credit to the late 
government for economy in not making the neces¬ 
sary preparations for w^, according to the positive 
orders of the supreme government, aiW haring 
received the most gross insults that could be offered 
to any nation, I think it very posrible that every 
cash* of that ill-jndgcd saviug may cost to the Com¬ 
pany a crore of rupees.’* Another distinguished 
authority, Six Thomas Munro, then a subaltern in 
the Madras army and a very young man, but mani- 
fseting the germs of that talent and judgment which 
snhsequently raised him to rsnlc and power, passed 
a sentence upon the ill-judged parelmony of 

the Madma government. In a private letter writfen 
at this period, be says, “ It will require some tune 
to assemble on army able to face the enemy, and 
before such an army can be put 'in motion Tlppoo 
may be in actual potselBlon of Ttavonoore and all 

* A Madnu copper of iacoztudBriible veloo. * 

VOZ.. JJ. 2d 
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CHAF. XIV. ihe soutLeni countries. We have derived but little 
benefit from eiporience and misfortune. Tbe year 
1790 now eeea us as unprepared as tbe year 1700 
did ftir war.” We ebeil commenoe the-war," be 
snbse^ntly observe “ under the disadvantage 
of a want of magarioea, for we have none at present 
birt at Madras. Since tbe conclusion of tbe late 
war we 2mvo acted os if we bad been to oz^oy a per« 
petu^ peace. The distresses and diifiCFulties which 
We then encountered from the want of theu^ 'has 
not cured na o£ the narrow policy of preferring a 
present small saving to a certain though fixtore great 
and essentia] advantage ” The same misezable policy 
which bad disgraced the Madras government befbre 
the attack of Tippoo os the lines of Xravancore> 
continued to be pursued after that event. Towsids 
Tippoo they xuaintfuiLed a friendly, and even obse- 
qt^ue d^orfcmenti and, instead of making any en- 
deavouf to remedy the evils roaolting from their 
past erfoff, they rigorously contested tho propiiet^ of 
the views entertained in Bengal,. and defended. 
right of T^ppoo tocestroin theesdo of^th^JD!CitDhfor> 
tresses. I^rdComwailawaMtbOQh^pmcaedbb^lf' 
to assume the adsdniatratio 0 . <<tf ijba govenment of 
Madras, but the supercesslon of Mr. Holloodby idie 
arrival of General Modows, recently appointed go^ 
vemor, Jed to the postponement of his riait. , 

The British govcmmeDt must now be regarded as 
at war with Tippoo Sultan.' The actual commence^ 
ment of hostilities relierod them ft‘om the difficulty 
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imposed on tbem I 17 the law, ^^ch, though it fbzv 
bftde the govenunenc to prepare for vrar, did not 
proceed so far in absurdity as to restrain them horn 
seeking the means of canying it on when aohiall^ 
commenced. The ridiculous pretence of upholding 
the engagemente conoluded ^th Nizam Ali inl7dS 
was now dropped, and a new treaty of oiCen^e and 
defhnslTe alliance conclnded with him. A eimilar 
treaty was mode with the Foiabwa. The accession 
of both powers to the alliance was accelerated by the 
expectation of recCTering ri'om Tippoo the posses* 
sions of which they had been deprived by himself 
and his father. 

Befbre these azrangcmente were ooo^leted, a 
Britiah amy, tinder the command of the gotemor 
of Madras, General Medows, of about 6 fteen thoQ' 
sand men, formed into six brigades, was assembled 
on the plains of Triohinopoly. There, on the 24th 
of May, It was joined by the governor, who, on 
the 2 dth, marohed in the direction of Caroor, the 
nearest frontier post of the enemy. General Mo- 
do ws, some thne before, had addressed a formal 
letter to Tippoo Sultan, announcing his arrival and 
assumprion of the office of governor of Madras. 
The answer of the Mysorean prince was not reoaJvdd 
imtil the genechl was on his march. ' Its tone was 
greatly subdued .in comparison with that of the Sul¬ 
tan’s communications wich Mr. HoUond. In answer 
to the proposal of the latter for appointing commU- 
sioners to settle the matters in dispute with regard 
to Travancore, Tippoo had declared that be had him* 
. 2n2 


ewAP. xrr. 


A. D. 1790. 
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< self BscertaJoGd the factSi and that there vas QO uocd 
of cottmiesiouers ^ but, he added, that, neYertholcss, 
if Mr. HoUoiid ‘vlshed it, ho might send commis* 
aionera ** to the presence.” It was now the lot of 
Tippoo to make a similar offer to tlie English goTor- 
nor. In his letter to Geuoral Medowa, after con¬ 
gratulating that office; on his avriTal and appoint¬ 
ment to the government, ho romarkod with & tone of 
ooDcern, that, “notwithstanding the bonds of fxioml- 
ship” were “ Qralj established, in coneoqneucc of 
the intervention in certain neoossaiy and impor¬ 
tant concerns, and the representations, contrary to 
the ^t, of cei^Q short-sighted porsons to” tho 
govemor, they had “ caused an army to bo asscmblod 
on both sldtt. Aa this event is impropor,” continued 
tbo Sultan, “among those who are mutually at 
fnendehip, I therefore wUh, in order to clear it up 
and to have certain important matter's reprosonted, 
to send to you a person of dignity, together witii 
some other persons, that tbo v&kool of the circ&r, 
having arrivod with you, may explain the whole cir¬ 
cumstances to you, and that the dust which has 
obscured your upright mind may he removed.” T)io 
answer of General Medows was short and doclsivo. 
Its pur^iort WHS, that the English, equally incapable 
of offeiing an insult and of submitting to one, had 
always looked upon war as declared from the mo¬ 
ment of the attack upon their ally, the Rajah of 
Tr&vancore, snd upon tliat issue the dispute now 
rested. The Sultan received the answer of the 
governor at Coimbatore, and as soon os it reached 
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li]m» Le retired wltb bis maiD erm^ to bis capital, 
Soringipatam.* He had proToked vna ^tbout 
hoisg prepared to meet it. He bad calculated 
QU paating the lines of TraTcncore with ease, and 
then oveiTunnJcg the countr 7 . After his onexpeoted 
failure, the oheequlousness of tho goTeremect of 
Madiiis had led him to halioYO that he was stUl an 
object of droad, and bis tone rose proportioimtety in 
solf-oonfldczLco and banghtinoee. Tho assemblhig of 
tlio English aiiny, and the dcciaiye conduct of Ge¬ 
neral Modowa, shewed him that the new goTcmor 
was ready to assort with the sword the rights of his 
country and those of its allies; and Tippoo Sultan,^ 
having tried to gain dome advantage by piocrastiaa^ 
tion, acknowledged his weakness by a retreat, which 
left a large tract of countiy almost undefended All 
this was highly characteristio of Tippoo Sultan. His 
father, Hyder AH, was master of his passions, tuid 
to tills cause his success is mainly to be ascribed. 
Tippoo, OIL tho contrary, was tho slave of bis pas¬ 
sions. Intoxicated with pride, he seems, on many 
occasions, to have thought that he had only to will 
in order to obtain. Keverses produced on him their 
usual bitter efEbots, but unaccompanjed by oi^ pon^ 
tion of that wholesome chenge of qitrit whiobj Itif 
better natures, they have a tendon^ to ei^ct. Ud- 
affected by misfortune, except during its actuaH 
pressure, Tippoo SulUn recovered from it only to 

* llie pride or Cftpnce of Tippoo bod led him not only to aban¬ 
don bnt to destroy Myaorc. the aodont capital of foe country 
bearing foe aaae name. 
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CHAP. XIV. IduncU into fr^b «2travag&nce6» and tbiis prepare 
for lumself freali diseppoiotment and 

The British arxrxy advanced to Cefoor> which was 
abandoned on their approach. From the defeoU of 
the commiaeariat department their progress to this 
place was alow; but they met vrith no annojanoe, 
except from the desultory attache of partloe of the 
enemy's hone, and ^om the weather. Thoir conrso 
lay over arid plains, under the operation of a power- 
fiU wind raising clouds of dust vhirii obscured the 
&oe of day, and which bring inhaled wirii every act 
of respiration, laid the ibundation of serious disease. 
From this cause, on the arrival of the anoy at Ga- 
roor, DO less than twelve hundred men were placed 
in hospital there. 

The capture of Caroor was followed by that of 
Aravacourchy, a weak place, which offered no re¬ 
sistance beyond the disc^iarge of two guns on the 
approach of the British advanced guard. The kil- 
ladar, on being summoned to surrender, oameetly 
requested permission to save his me^t with the 
Sultan by a few more discharges, kiod^ promising 
thet no damage ehenld arise to the British pSirty.* 
Notwithstanding this pledge, and the danger m 
which the Idlladar’e honour was placed, his request 
was refused, and the English took possession of 
Aravacourchy without any further resistance, either 
real or pretended. Tbe surrender of Doraporam, 
ttiother weak place, followed. Here a depdt was 
fboned; a cumber of sick were left in hospital, and 

* }pSii^«AriV« Skfttob oFths Vfu with Tippoo SoJtan. 
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fiOiDe heavy stores and camp equipage deposited, to 
enable the army to move with as little inmunbrance 
as possible. A bng:ade vas leA for their protection, 
and the army marched to Coimbatore, where they 
arrived on the 21st of Jniy. 

From this place an advanced force, under OoloDel 
Stuart, was detaished to attack Palligaut; but the 
lOuto t^on was nearly impracticable from tbo ef- 
foots of heavy rain^, and Colonel Stuart fell badit: 
without eifocting his object. An attack on Dindi- 
gul, conducted by tho some ofBcer, wos more for- 
tunato* Against this place batteries were ope 2 ;ed 
on the 20ch of August, and by tho < evening of tho 
21st, a breach, though a'very indifferent one, was 
^bofied. Impfijfeot aa was. Colonel Stuart ve- 
solved on lisking an immediate aseaultr^a determi> 
nation taken with refoieuce to the remaining stock 
of ammunition. The con^uanoe of the firing for 
two hours longer wonld have consumed all tbo shot 
of the English, and a fresh supply could not have 
been obtained in less than a week. The assault was 
made with great gallantry, and repelled by tho kil- 
ladar at the head of his men with equal vigour and 
epudt. The English were foiled, and compeUed.io 
ret^; bat at this moment, greatly to* tinek stir* 
prise, a white fiag was displayed on the bresdi, and 
an offhr was roade to surrendei^ on condition of 
security to persons and private property. This was 
the more extnordin^, as the kllladAr had met 
an invitadon to surrender on fovourablo terms hpy 
threatening, if any similar message were subse* 
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ciiAP. XIV. queolly sent, tUat lie would blow tU© meweuger 
/rom a cannon. Tho change in his resolutdcn is 
attributed to his having boon abandoned \>y paf t of 
bia garrison.* It was fortunate for the English that 
□either the killadar nor his men wore aware of the 
cause which led to the premature assault. 

On bis rotnrn to Coimbatoro, Colonol Stuart was 
again disx>atched to attack Falligant, but with aug¬ 
mented means, aad hj a^moi;© praotlcablo louto. 
Batteriea wore op^ed at dsTiight on tho 21et of 
a.n. 1700. September. In less then two hours the fort was 
oUencod, and by the evening a praorioable breach 
wsB elTootcd. Bnt the necessity fbr an assault was 
spaicd. Some English officers, engaged in incon* 
noitring, observed a defcncolees part of tlie works, 
of which possession was immediately token i and on 
the following morning the place capitulotod on con¬ 
ditions, one of which was proteotion against the 
fhry of the Nalis, who had joined Colonel Stuart, 
and were serving in the siege. Those were natives 
of Malabar, on whose countrymen Tippoo Sultan 
had oxercisod great cruelties. It was apprehended 
that they would r^oice in an opportunity of taking 
revenge on the troo|4 of Uieir oppressor, and it 
required some effort to restrain them. 

Eroad had pi’cviously Burrendered to on English 
detachment under ColoucI Oldham. The greater 
part of the troops employed in this service subse¬ 
quently joined a corps commanded by Colonel 
Floyd, whose general operations were confined to 

* Maokemie'a 8k«Uih of dio Wer with Uppoo Saltan. 
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the south of the river Bahv^j. By & detaohmeut chap. xit. 
from that corps Sattimungul wns taken, with little 
trouble and no loss. Satthnungul is but a fe^ 
mites distant from the foot of the pass of Guge* 
hntty. Through that pass Tjppoo SulUn and-his 
OTjn^ began early in September to descend. Ru- a.d. ]?». 
mours of his approach were soon afioat, 'which 
appear at first to havo received little credit; but 
their accuracy being confirmed by tostsmony that 
could scarcely bo doubted^ Colonel Floyd forwarded 
the intelligence to Gonoral Medows, and accom* 
pauiod the communication by a suggestion that the 
advanced corps of the army should fall back upou 
hood-quarters. Either fi:om the report of Tippoc’s 
descent being disbelieved, or from some other cause, 
the suggestion was r^ected, and Colonel Floyd 
was ordered to malntfuu his position. On the thir¬ 
teenth of September, a large body of tho enomy'e 
army passed the ford of Poougar; and the British 
picquets, which had been sent out to patrol, were 
driven in by Tippeo’s force. A regiment of horse, 
which had been dispatched to support them, was 
surrounded, and compelled to take post among some 
endosuxee till relieved by the rest of the British 
cavalry. The English now became the assailante; 
several hundred of the enemy were put to the 
sword; and, the field being completely cleared, the 
victors retuxuod to camp. They had scarcely dis- 
mounted, when the enemy's columns were disco¬ 
vered advancing in great force. The Ime Vi^ 
iustautly fonued, and a cannonade comiuenccd on 
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cBAF. XIV. botli sidos, vliich lasted tbiougliout the daf.* At 
Bunset the enemj drev off their oitillery, which left 
Colonel Floyd opportunity to deliberate on his fa- 
tore course. 

Tlppoo had withdrawn hia amy to a position 
about six miles from the place of action; but from 
the inaptitude of a native force to execute move¬ 
ments by night, and &om the fhll of tononta of rain, 
which had not ertended to the British position, 
a large part of the tfoopd had failed to find their 
places in the line, and great disorder prevailed, 
Colonel Floyd was not aware of these drcumstano^ 
or he might have been tempted to renew the ooni!ict» 
and by taking the enemy unprepared be znight 
probably have defeated them. As it was, he had 
recourse to a oounci] of war, and the opinion of the 
majority being in favour of retreat, preparations 
were made for withdrawing the garrison i^m Sat- 
tamungol, tnd proceeding to join General hledows. 
Some rsprehensihle delay took place in evacuating 
the f6rt,f and tbe retreat was thus retarded. Wheh 

* ’IhiA cattao B ada ^are oocacon tor one those grOcefid 
prenions of fidehty, of vhloh so butvoM bare eoovrred 
emoag the aative troops. Cblond ?l6yd. in pauipg along a pvt 
of (be lifie which bod ftoffhred most eevarely, eepressed to the 
luUaTe ofBeen bis regret at the lose eostained. Tbe answer was-^ 

We have eaten the Compiaf'e salt; our lirea ore at their di*> 
poseJ, and God forbid that we should miad a fsw easualtiee/* 
6acb » tbe lioguago of the astiTe troops ■, and its eJneerify has 
besfi coDitiDtlj sttested by evidence for more eonvuiauig thaw 
prefoaonaa. 

t Bzr Ihonas Monro says that the offiev ia eonunaod ws4 
dnuik.^-GliBg'4 Ltfo of Monro, vol I page 37, 
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it oommenc^d) the in&ntry pToceeddd in one oo' C9A?. bit. 
lusuif the e&valry m another, and the baggage is 
a third ■. but the nature of the countij soon ccnn> 
polled a ohange, and the whole was fonned Into a 
single column, the cavalry leading. 

On bearing of the maioh of the British force, 

Tippoo ordered his troops to be put in motion toj 
immediate pursuit; but the oidor was obe 7 ed with 
little promptness, and the daj was cozmlderablj 
advanced before the progress of the English was 
seriously interrupted. The cavali'y were two oi 
throe miles in advunoo of the ioiwtry, against 
whom the whole foroo of Xippoo was directed. 

The firing brought tUecn back to the succour of 
tbeiE companions, and by a fortunate mistake, simi> 
lor to that which onou dls^pointed Hydcr Ali of 
the success which seemed within his grasp,* the eon 
of that congueior was now induced to desist from 
on attack in which he had greatly the odTontage in 
])ouit of numbers. A troop of cuTalry was mistaken 
for the peraonal guard of General Medows, and 
a report of bis anival spreading rapidly through 
the British ranks, was receired with enthusiastic 
oba^ with the cause of which the enemy were ,not 
long in becoming acquainted. The Sultan, gfring 
credit to the report, which reached Um just at the 
moment when he had recehed intebigence of the 
death of Burkar*oo>deeD, a iuTouiite relaUve, and one 
of his bravest officers, drew oif his army, and left 
the corps of Celouel Floyd at liberty to pursue its 
* See vol. i. {uge $62. 
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CHAP. xiT. marok unaoloated. On the 16fch of Septemtw a 
junotioo was effected with tke arm^ under 
Medow8» which was soon afterwards Airther rein- 
forced bj the arrival of Colonel Stuart’s division 
after tlie capture of PalJi^ut. 

The object of Genaal Medows was to bring 
< Tlppoo to a general action. The Snlton was moat 

anxious to avoid tins, and for sovcral woeks he 
evaded the cndeavouie of the English commander. 
During this period Tippoo repossessed himself not 
only of Sattimtwgul, but of Eioad and Baraporom. 
At length, alarmed \>y the progress of an English 
orm^ in Bramohal, ho dispatched tbitber the greater 
part of his force, the residue being loft to watch 
the motions of General Medows. The army whose 
operations drew Tippoo’s attention to Biam^al was 
distioguiehed by the name of the contra] army, and 
bad originally been comnionded by Colonel Kelly. 
The death of that officer bad transferred the com¬ 
mand to Colonel Maxwell, who found himself at 
the liead of nine thousand five hundred men. He 
A.n. 17 S 0 . entered Bramahal on the 24th October, and early 
in November he dxed his head-quas’ters near Cave- 
lipatam. The appearanee of considerable bodies of 
light cavaliy soon indicated the appi'oaeh of the 
Sultan’s army, and by tlie middle of the month it 
appealed in foil foice. In the meantime General 
Medows bad marched to foim a junction with 
Colonel Maxwell; and bis purpose was effected 
about three days after Tippoo’e appearance. The 
lemaindet of the campaign was occupied in m&i'ches, 
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occaBionallj TBtiAd by skiriiiishes of no importance) cbap. xjt. 
the detail of vhlcli would be tedlons wiCbQvt befog: 
instractive. Some OTeiturea for negotiation pro¬ 
ceeded from Tippoo; but they were made without 
sincerity, and ended in uothiog. Lord Cornwallis 
had determined to assume the command of the 
BiltisU army, on the alleged ground that hie preeenoe 
in the scene of action would be to the natire alliee a 
pledge of sincerity and of confident hope of success 
against the common enemy. 

In the conduct of the war up to tliis period, little 
of militaiy eldll had been displayed, and little advan¬ 
tage gained to the cause of the allies. General 
hfedowB arrived with his army at Velout, eighteen 
miles from Madras, on the 27th January, and on A.narsi. 
the 29th Lord ComwalHa assumed the command. 

On the 5th February he commenced his march h'om 
Velout, and ou the 11th the army was concentrated 
near Vellore. Tlppoo Sultan iiad boen engaged in ne¬ 
gotiating with the French governor at Pondicherry 
for ‘ but on receiving intelligonce of the 

maicb of the British army, he moved rapidly to the 
defence of tho passes into his territories. By a series 
of jodicioua feints, the Sultan was deceived as to tho 
paint at which it was intended to penetrate, and a 
large British ferce, completely equipped and pro¬ 
visioned, was thus enabled to gain the table-land of 
Mysore without firing a shot. 

The fimt ol:gect of the English general was the 
reduction of Bangalore. The pettah, or town, which 
was of considerable extent, lay to the north of tho 
fort, and this was tlie primaiy object of attack, It 
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CBAP. xiT. had ^TdraV f&tee, one of whidi being selected for 
assault, the requisite pfepatations vtere made, the 
iield artilleiT' and t6x hattctfy gnoK being placed 
under Colonel Mooihouse, » highly ^s^gidshed 
officer. The fixat barrier 'was galluitly carried, ttd it 
was expected that the application of a teid*]^l9ce 
would soon force the gate. This was found ineffhctual, 
and some eightecn-poundere were brought up, which 
slowly performed the deeiied work. Tn the mean¬ 
time a Tigorous fire of musketrT^ and rookets from 
the turrets galled the Ei^lish troops j ft was borne, 
however, with the greatest sCeadlfless s the shattered 
fragments of the gate were torn away ^ter each 
discharge; and an opening, though a small one, 
being at length made, an English lieutenant, who is 
represented as being of very diminutive size and 
stature,* was r^sod on the shoulders of some grena¬ 
diers, ahd passed through. General Medows, \rhci 
was present, called on the troops to “ support the 
little gentleman f thof responded to the call, and 
the place was carried. 

Tippoo Snltan, who with his army ms % tiie as-' 
mediate neighbourhood^ was alilca' astonished and 
IrHt&tod at this result, sM orders were given to the 
killadar of the fort to recoveir possession of the pet* 
tah at ell risks. They were obeyed with great spirit 
and gallantry, and the streets of the town were, 
for a lengthened period, tlie scene of a deter¬ 
mined and donbtful conflict. So long aa it was 
maintmned by fuing, little ailvantago was gamed 
on either aide. It was finally decided by the haj- 
* lieutenant Ayre, of tho 86lh rt^nent. 
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one^ wiUi which the M^sorecau were driven froio. cbap. xrv. 
every poet, and compelled to seek refuge in the fort, 
with a Ices of two thousand in killed and wounded. 

The lo68 of the English was not great; but among 
the killed was Colons Moorhouse, who fell at the 
gate. Ue had risen &om the ranks; “ but nature,” 
says Colonel WilJ^ ** had made him a gentleman—* 
unednoatsd, he hod made himself a man of science; 
a career of unmteiraptod dis^ction had commanded 
general respect, and his amiable character universal 
attachment.’* His memory was honoured by a pub¬ 
lic faneml and a mouamout erected at the expense 
cf the Company In the church of Madras. 

The capture cf ^e pettah was fbllowed by pre¬ 
parations ib; ebtaioing possession of the {b:ri.. Bat¬ 
teries were erected, a breach made, and, on the night 
of the 20th of March, a stonzung party advanced in i.D. usz. 
silence to the attack. They had made some pro¬ 
gress before the garrison took the alarm; bnt tho 
resistance ofbi'ed to the assailants, though late, was 
' fierce and powerful. The kiUodar, Bahadar Khan, 
a distinguished soldier, in whom the pressure of 
seventy years had not quenched the file of military 
nor seriously diminished his peisonsd'abQlty 
tp ! obey, ^te eaggestions, was in a moment at the 
head of his men. But his courage was unavuUng. 

The assailants wtablished themselves on the mm- 
parts, and, after a contest of an hour, the foH of 
Bangalore passed fiom the bands of Tippoo Sultan 
into those of the English. The loss on the part of 
the garrison u'ns i^cvere; more tlian a thousand of the 
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.CBAP. XTT. l»odiG« of 'th^r fallen enemies were oomnutted ta 
the graTe bj tiie notors. Among thA alein was the 
bnve killadar ; who having in vain radeavolired to 
ooUfict a par^ to make one more stuid, £bU «word 
in band, without a amgle supporter near fah&. It 
waa thought that Tippoo might desire to retdeva 
from the hands of straogers and enemies the rd- 
mains of one who had served him so faithfullj, and 
hnantihiadon diat would not be withheld was 
oouT^d to himi hat either the modts of Balia- 
dar Khan 'we oblkeiated bf' Mb m-^ortune, or 
'7ippbo really entertuned ^e feeling whioh tuean* 
swei is said to have expraeaed—that the klOadv 
could be buried oowhete with greater pro]>riety 
than ID the neighbourhood of tbe place in defence 
of which he had &IleD. By the English authorities 
all the respect'that could be shewn to the dead was 
manifOstedi and tbe body of ^e veteran soldier 
. Was attended to iia fin^ resting-place by tbe most 
distingoiabed members of ^be Mussulman pact 
the British anny. 'li^t - ^ 

The English were now fixed in IhSkvhSatft 'Of 
Tippoo SuIWs dominions; bist before pmsuJng 
further tbe oarop&gn under Lord tOomwallis, it will 
be convenient to uotioe operations of other 
^kimies up to the period when the governor-general 
obtained possession of Bangoioi'e. 

When Geneiul Medows marched in tbe direction 
of Sifadras, Colonel Hartley was left with a £orco> 
oonriatiDg of one regiment of Europeans and two 
. battalions of Bwoys, with some field artUlery, to act 
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a^oBt ft "bo^f of tbs Su2tian*8 troops, ftmountiug, at chap. xit. 
tile lowest estimate, to six thousand, left under the 
command of an officer named Hussein Ali. This 
officer, disdaining the cautious policy of his master, ^ 

took up ft strong position near Calicut, and reeoWed, 
if cbollonged, to abide the result of a regular action. 

He was not disappointed, except in the result 
of tho ongagement; he was attacked and utterly 
defeated, with the loss of a thousand killed and 
wounded; the general himself and nine hundred 
mon wore mode prisoners on the field, and the fiying 
remnant of tho army being hotly pursued, fifteen 
hundred more laid down their arms. 

A fbw days hefore this action, General Aber> 
oromby, the goTomor of Bombay, arriTod with a re¬ 
spectable force at Tellicbeny, advanced to Cananoro, 
which surrendered unconditionally, and in a very 
short time occupied tho whole of tho province of 
Malabar, whore tho name and authority of the Sul¬ 
tan were odious boyond the power of description. 

The army of Kizom Ali began to assemble In tho 
noighbomhood of Hyderabad about the time that 
General Medows took the hold. It was joined by 
a detachment of English sepoys and a company of 
European artillery, and, after coosiderftble delay, 
marched to lay siege to Copooh This was apro% 
tracted and tedious operation. The situation of 
Ck)pool is upon a lofty and precipitous rock. The 
cannon employed against it were disabled by a 
week’s firing, and the efibrts of the besiegers were 
suspended for a long interval, until a new battering 

voIn n. 2 z 
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CHAP, xjv, train could b© collected from Taiious points. They 
were resumed, but vitb little prospect of a speedy 
terminatioD, tUJ the alarm caused by the unexpected 
news of the fall of Bangalore led to a surrender, 
afrer a resisteiice of several months. Bahandur 
Dundur, a fort about three miles to the northward 
of Copool, in a like manner yielded to tho good 
fortune of the allies. 

With the Mahrattas, as with Nizam All, an Eng* 
lisli detachment was destined to act. It consisted 
of two battalions of sepoys and three eompanloe of 
artillery, two native and one Europeszi. It was 
dispatched from Bombay, and proceeded in boats 
up the river Jaigur as far es navigable. Tho period 
of debarkation was the very height of t)io monsoon. 
The ascent of the Ghauts was performod under 
the most discouraging difficnities; but by persever¬ 
ance they were surmounted. At Coompta the de> 
taobmont joined the Mahratta anny, consisting of 
twenty thousand horse and ten thousand foot, under 
the command of Purseram Bhow. The 6rst blow was 
to be struck against Parwar '» and the whole M^* 
ratta army, with the English detachment, moved to 
the attack of this place, which they reached by very 
slow marches. The Mahratta forces were of little 
use in the conduct of a siege, and the means of 
reduction woie found inadeqnate. Application for 
reinforcements was made to Bombay, and a le^- 
ment of European infantry, a battalion of sepoys, 
and a considerable number of European artiUeiy* 
men, were dispatch ed, under the command of 
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Colonel Fredoriok. An assnult preToninrely made chap. xiv. 
ended in repnlBe; and ahortiy nfterw&idfi Colonel 
Fredorick died from tlio eS^eCa, aa it was 1>eHeTedf 
of disappointment. The siege continued to be lan¬ 
guidly prosecuted, till the full of Bangalore became 
knoTm; an erent 'which produced at Borwar tho 
same effect aa at Copool—an offer to auirender. 

The garrison were permitted to march out 'with 
their arms and ammunition, and with coloure Aylng; 
but four days after their departure tiieir camp was 
attacked and pluodorod by the MAhiattas, many of 
tho party killed, and the commander, corered with 
wounds, sent as a prisoner to a hfahiaUa fort. 

Such an exploit would be peribctly in accordance 
with the Mahratta character if undertaken solely 
with a Tiew to plunder; but it wu aHegod, and it ia 
believed not without ground, that the commander 
had provoked the attack by a virtual breach of tbo 
conditions of the capitulation. One of these condi¬ 
tions was, that tho guns and stores were to become 
prize to the captors. The guns and stores were ac¬ 
cordingly left by the retiring garrison ; but it was 
said that the powder had been wilfully rendered 
useless by damping, and the other stores destroyed 
to the extent 'whioh the rime and means of the com¬ 
mander allowed.* 

The suneoder of Dorwar was followed hy that of 
the strong fort of Ehooshgul, eleven miles distant, 

• Cedant WHki saji that was admitted l>7 & Mytarcaii 
ofBoer wlUi whom be had conversed, who affimed that he bod 
been penoQail; engaged in the deatniebon of the stores. 

2e2 
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. uv. mid by tlid early possession of oTery place north of 
the Toombnddia. 

Lord ComTvallis inarohed from Ban^^ore on the 
. i 22iid March, end a few daya afterwards unexpectedly 
encountered the army of the Sultan. Tippoo'e only 
aicdety was to escape fh>in a situation in wMdi he 
might be compelled to tight, and with some difficulty 
he effected his object. The army of Lord Cornwal¬ 
lis was now strongthened, or at least munoncolly 
increased, bj the junction of about ten tliousand of 
Nizam All’s horse.* To effect this junction was 

* Colonel Wilks t enrious account of these movated 
vsniors^ he says. '‘Tbc^werc latod at fifteen tboiuaad, and 
KaUf asunuited to ten thousand zaco, well moualed on homes in ex* 
ceQent conditaco, and to tboee who had never before had an oppor* 
tunity of obeerrmB sa Indian may. tbair first appearanoe was novel 
and interestmg. It ie probable that no national or private cohoction 
of Bnoient ansa m Surope oon tains any weapon or artidle of personal 
eqnipnant winch nugUt sot be traced in this motley orowd | the 
Pirchian bow and arrow, the iron club of Bcytya, eabrte of ovary 
age and n&don. lances of every loigth end doscriptioA, sanduatoh* 
locks of erery fimn; taecallio helcoets of every pattern, rin^e 
defences of the head, a steel bar deeoending diagonally M a * 
teecion to the fuo, defences of btrs, scales or ebsin.wwk deSoelid* 
lag behind or on the shoolders. ouirassei, siuta of arinonr or 
detached pieces for the era, com^^stoooatt of aaS in ehain*work, 
shields, bucklers, and quilted jackets, sabre.proof. llie ostenta¬ 
tious dispU^ of these antique novelties was oqusSy curious in its 
way, The fraa and equal use of two sword-arms, the prooM and 
perfect command of a balanced epear <^hti»an feet long, of the 
elnb which was to ehiver sn iron helmet, of Che arrow discharged 
in flight; but. above all, the total abeance of every symptom of 
order, or obedience, or command, excepting groups eoUaeCing 
round thtir respective dags; every individual an independont 
warrior, self-impelled, sdecting to b# the champion whose aingle 
arm was to achieve victory j scampering among eaob other in 
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oue otject of the governor-geDoral’a march; another chap. xn:. 
was to meet a valuable convoy, with a leinforcement 

wild confuiion; the whole ezbilntioo presenting to the ea 
joaegery ecsreel^ more elileii to preriovi Irapm^ni of roility 
there thos the Acdou of tn Bietem tela or the piotureaqoe 
disorder of a dramedo 'soene/’—Skatohas. voL iii. pp. idd. 

A unilar Lut lai minute deeoripdon of thaso troopan la gireo in 
Mookenzia’i Skatchaa of die Wv with Tippoo SidtaHi vol. 11. p. 

57. Of the nlue of tlia aoceuion of atren^ wUloh their juac* 
tion afforded, Oolonal WilkaglTaa the feUon'iDg CLOOOVict:-^*''i'he 
irapotilUJIt; of relTiog on aueh a body for the axeentien of any 
oomUined moremaot ivea lufKdontly obvious; hut the moat 
nodernto oxpeotaUoiu looked to ea enlArgemcDt of the limila of 
obMrvndoo, dre relief of ths regalar cavalry from the dutlaa of 
tlm light troop, end an axtaaded ceaunead over the naourcea of 
the country to be travoreed TTwo thousand of the moat peleot 
wera attaolied to the resarva under Colonel Floyd, aad placed 
under the lowediete maoagement of Brigade Major CaJas, la the 
liopa that hia skill, and oondUatlQQ, and axample. might render 
them af&riant. Fifteen days war* auffdent to shew the total dia- 
a 4 >poiatment of the moat meagre hopaa. The OAOiny praedeed 
upon them on every auoooaeive day eomo entorpriae or atratagem, 
nlnya aucoaoful. They eoon allowed tlmmsalvas unequal to 
the protection of their own foragers on ordinary oecoaiani, and 
after tlie lapao of a few daya they never itirrod beyond the 
Bagllih pioquats, eooaumiog forage and gnin, and augmantlog 
diatreia of every kind, wUhoet the allghtaat return of aroQ ^ 9 a- 
ront umity. Their proweas wu indeed exhibited at an early 
paiiod m plundering the vlSogea to which Lord Comwallia hod 
granted proteoton •. hot when it vaa underatood that hie lord¬ 
ship disdaioMd euob proceodioga, but could not control them, 
the viBagert undertook their own dofonce. and the marob wonld 
produce axUbltioiia of attack and defence, in which the wishes of 
the army were uniformly adverse to their allies, tni an English 
MiffiguQid would frequently appear promoting their enemlee 
against their friends. Hie contemptible state of this earslry 
may m some degree have ariaan from the effraunocy and decline 
wluch marked tbe geneml ebsraoter of the geverument to which 
they belonged; but its more immsdiuie eauaea were referred to 
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A?, xjv. of 1)etwee& four and Ato thousand imder Lieo' 
tona&t Colouol Oldham. These were met at Ye&i- 
tataghory, and both objects of the movemetit having 
been attained, Lord Corn^^dhe retnmed to Banga- 
o. )9»i. lore, i?herc he arrived on the 2€th of ApriL 

NoMthatandlng the sooceas which had thus &r 
attended tho Britieh anna, the governor-gouoral was 
not is a condition to prosecute tho war wltli vigonv. 
He was especially distressed by a dodoioncy of Lho 
means of transport for proviriona, camp equipage, 
ordnance, and etores; and this deficiency might have 
appeared to justify some ceasation of active ezoition. 
The love of enterprise scarcely entored into bis 
character; yet, while placed in olrcumstances which 
seemed to excuse inactivity, he resolved on a step 
which, with reference to his poaition, may be re¬ 
garded as a bold one i it was to march at once npon 
Tippoo’s capital, Serbgapat^. One obviotze mo¬ 
tive for this decision vras a desire to bring the war 
to a speedy termination; but tbore was another»^ot 
without weight—tho appiehension of a rupture ^ritb 
France, hom which country Tippoo might 
pcct to derive aesistanoe, whioh would rectder the 

0 cooummder (TedjowDcit Siash, a Hindoo) of oo KipMObtUl^ 
or military iiretenrion, who wu odd to havo riMo to conuDorid by 
court intrigue, end wu doemed better qnalified to render iiia 
muter a good coBUBordal account of tbe protrCa of the subsidy 
than B spleodid report 0 / nulittiy glory. Hia secoad in comnaand, 
Aseud Ali. and the ostenable militvy leader, bad some repubttion 
for that preosriODS valour which depends on interested motives, or 
oaimsl oxcitcasnt or depruaJon, but, lihe his principal, was In¬ 
capable of command, venal, rupaeioua, and unfaithful to hu trust," 
—fbid, page 1S6 to ISd. 
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difficulties of the contest for greater than those with 
which the goTeraor-geuerul had now to contend.» 

To make the best use of the limited means of 
transpoit posacssed by the Britieh anny» all super- 
fluouB equipage was to be left in Bangalore. The offi¬ 
cers wore requested to reduce their clahns for aocom- 
Tuodation to the lowest praotioable degree, as well 
08 to assist the publio eervioe by any means which 
they could eommand; and they cheerfully sacrificed 
their own convenience to the deniauds of the state. 
Ou the 4th of May the army was put in motion. It 
advanced by a circuitous lonte, intennpted by jun¬ 
gles, nvois, and ravines. From these causes the 
inadequate supply of cattle for transport became 
still further reduced. Numbers died from exhaus¬ 
tion, and large quantities of stores were destroyed 
because they could not be carried forward. With 
the usual policy of Hyder All and his son, the coun¬ 
try tiavciscd by the invaders had been divested of 
all power of affording relief to their necessities. 
CouflAginiion had done ite work—the grain not burnt 
had been buried; and not an inhabitant remuned 
through the expanded waste to recount the story of 
its devastation, or guide the steps of those who now 
traversed Its blighted fields. Their march seemed 
to be over a country where some great convulsion 
of nature had at once swept away every human 
being, and every thing by which human life could be 
tmpported. At length, at a stone fort, called Mala- 
volly, some gr^ was found; but the quantity lost 
on the march was so groat that oven this opportune 
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. CHAP. xiT. &Dd b&ppf dificorery did not preclude the necesf- 
rity of reducing the ddly iesue of rioe to cue-half of 
the usual allowance* Thus> Btrugglisg with difficul¬ 
ties and amid the terrors of fanune, the Britisli army 
reached Arikera, ahont ume mllea oast of Seringa^ 

A.D. 1791. patam, ou the 18th of May. 

Its approach was regardod hy Tippoo with no 
common apprehension. Prom the moment of the 
fell of Bangalore, the attack wliieh ploco 

ho had regarded as mad and hopeless, he became 
alarmed for the safety of his capital. Under the 
first impolse of fear, he liad ordered tbo removal to 
Chittledroog of his treasure, his baxcm, and the 
families of his officers, whom he retained in pledge 
for the fidelity of those to whom they helonged; but 
hy the ad^ce of his mother, who exercised a powor- 
fu] infineuce over him, and who represented that 
such a proceeding, being imputed to despondency, 
would have a had efihot on the Tninda of bis troops | 

and subjects, he abandoned hfe intention. The ^ 

rent to whom he was indebted ffir this serrioe ran* • 
dered him another. Tippoo had given pecsonal ^ 
offence to the family of the Nmom. In the hope of 
dotacl>ing that prince ^om the eonfedertu^, the 
mothor of the Sultan wrote to him, imj^Ioriug his 
forgireuess of an act wluch she attributod to the 
intoxication of youthful pride, and which she de* ) 

dared the Sultan deeply regi«tted. 

But though Tippoo allowed himself to be dis¬ 
suaded feom one manifestation of fear, he gave way 
to others, wluob distinctly shewed the state of his ^ 
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mind. Hia hatred of the Eoghsh h&d been gratified 
hj oftMBing the vails of the houses in the principal 
streets of Seringapatam to he decorated vith cari¬ 
catures of the people whom he abhorred, of ^or- 
tnous suse, and, in some instances, of diegpistmg 
oharacter. These were now hj royal command ob- 
Uteratod, and the walls of Seringapatanx no longer 
spoko the Sultan’s contempt and avereion for hie 
European enemies. 

The capital of Mysore contained other jirooft of 
Tippoo’s feelings towards the English, and these too 
woie to disappear. The enfranchisement of prisoners 
under the treaty of 1784 had oven at this rime not 
been perfeotlj carried ont, and among the victims 
of the Sultan’s perfidy were twenty English jontbs, 
who, haring received the same kind of education 
which is given to tho dancing g^rla of the East, wore 
destined to deDght the car and eye of their enslaver 
by the graces of aong and gestnre. To I'eliove him¬ 
self fiom the inconvenionce to he apprehended from 
these witnesses to his treacheiy, assassiiLarioa ofTored 
the eoslost and most ofiectual means; consequently, 
according to the moral code of Tippoo, the beet. 
The youths were murdered, and the courso of 
crime was followed up by the secret murder of 
other prisoners, who like them had been unlawfully 
detfuned. 

Snch were the results of the alarm produced by 
the fall of Bangalore, and the anticipation of au 
attack upon Seringapatam. An English army woe 
now withhx a few miles of the capital, and the 
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CBAP. xn. aiixidtj of Tlppoo mcre&sed the apparently in- 
creaamg danger. He had hitherto cautiously avoided 
a general action, ajid he de^^ded tdils oourae hj 
reference to the example of his father, who had 
gained littie or no advantage from general aodons, 
but whose chief euoeess arose striking at de¬ 
tachments. Stimulated partly by his fcaiB and partly 
by the representations of his ofHcers, wluoh wore 
aided, it is ssidi by the lemonstr&noes of tbo women 
of his baiom, who expatiated on the disorotliC of suf- 
fering his capital to be menaced without an elTort 
to repel those by whom it was threatened, be now 
resolved to depart fl*om the policy which he bad 
hitherto stea<Ulj pursued. 

On the arrival of the English army at Ajikera, a 
considerable body of the enemy was visible at the 
distance of about ux miles in front. This force was 
drawn np ^th its right to the river Cavery, and its 
left to a rugged MU a short dietanco from tbo bank. 
It was at first supposed to be only a large detadi- 
raent sent to observe the motions of the BH^h 
army, and Lord Cornwallis proceeded to take mea- 
snrcB ascertaining the best point for crossing the 
river, with a view to & junction with General Abor- 
cromby, who, with Che Bombay army, was posted 
at Perit>atam, about forty miles westward of Seringa- 
patam, and whoso cO'Oijeration woe deemed neces¬ 
sary to tho induction of th$ latter place. The Eng¬ 
lish general, however, soon loomed that though only 
a amall part of the ouemy*s army conld bo seen, tbo 
whole was encamped between his position and Se- 
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riD^pataza; its right protected the Caverj, its cBAt. zir. 
left hj a ch^dn of hills, Trith a deep Bwampj rarine, 
the passage of which was defesded by batteries 
runniog along the whole of the front. The disifinco 
between the riyer and the hills nowhere exiseeded a 
mile and a ha]£ and within cannon-shot of Tippoo's 
line wes not more than a mile. The difficulties in 
attacking an enemy m such a portion were obvi- 
oosly great; but the result of such information as 
could bo obtained of the country soomed to shew that 
it would bo praeticablo to cross a ridge on the right of 
thcEnglisli army from the high road to Seringapatam, 
where they were encamped, to another road leading 
to the same place; and Lord Cornwallis thereupon 
resohed to attempt hy a night march to turn the 
enemy's left dank, and by gaining his rear before day- 
lights cutoff the retreat of his main body to the capi¬ 
tal. To etiect this object, six European repments, 
twelre battalions of native inihntiy. with three field* 
piooee, one Buropeau and three native regiments of 
cavedry, were ordered to be in teadineas to march at 
eleven o’clock on the night of the 13th May, leav* a.d. irsi. 
ing their incqueta and camp gnards behind, and their 
tents standing. l^Uom All’s cavalry were to ft^llow 
in the morning; but the order was not to be com- 
munioated till the moment of moving, lest the plan 
should be frustrated by treachery. 

The ground occupied by the British army was 
intcisected by ruined villages, Inclosurcs, and deep 
ravines, and from this couso much time was lost in 
foiTning the troops in the prescribed order of march. 
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CiJAP. XX7. Before tbe; mo vedatomfic Storm aiose, and lOsdxndrch 
was iwfbmed under a deluge of rmn, accompanied 
hj thunder and lightning of the most awful charac¬ 
ter. Exhausted bj fatigue, scared hy the lightning, 
and benumbed by the chilling e&cte of the ram, the 
cattle could scarcely be made to moTo i and the night, 
except when temporanly* irradiated by the vivid f1 ashes, 
being impenetrably dark, sovoral rogimonts lost their 
way, and portions of tho British forco wore moving 
in almost every variety of direotion: lopeated li&Ita 
thus became necossary. On one of them, Loi’d 
ComwaUis fbnnd himself with lo more than one 
company and one gun. A stafT-oiTicer, who made 
the discoToiy that the general had thus outmarched 
the greater part of his foicei or had hocomo, in 
some other way, separated from them, attempted to 
find the oelumn by tracung, with the aid of the 
lightning, the marks of the gun*K:aiTiago wheels; but 
the tracks, though so recently made, had been oom> 
pletely obliterated by the unceasing torrex^ of 
rain, and he narrowly escaped riding into tho enemy's 
encampments. 

The dawn of day I'emoved one of the dif&culties 
which had retarded the progress of the British 
force: but it destroyed the hope of executing tim 
original plan, wbioh required the cover of night j 
still, as the most arduous part of the march Irad been 
accomplished, Lord Cornwallis determined to perse¬ 
vere, and to endeavour to force Tippoo to action on 
ground believed to be loss advontageovis to him thou 
that which he had chosen. Tho Sultan did not 
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deckae tiie ohallenge. The approach of the ED^liah cmap. sir. 
vas ODoheerred till they had be^n to descend the 
heighta oo the eastward of the ravuie. Their first 
object was to gain possession of a hill coxamaading 
the left of the enetoj. This was percdred hj 
Tippoo, and he made arrangoments for defoating it, 
which hate deeertedly reoeited the approbation of 
eminent militorf authorities.* He dispatched a 
considerable bod^ of cataliy and infantrj, with 
eight guna, to seize the hill towards which the views 
of the EugUsh were directed, and sent out some 
catidr/ to hoter on the light of the English, and 
take advantage of an^ opportunity to charge—thus 
lm]}ediAg their progress, and giving to his troops 
advancing to the hill time to take possession of it. 

Tippoo also very promptly changed hia front to the 
leit, coveriug one fiank by a steep hiU previously in 
his rear, and the other by a ravine which bad run 
along his former front. 

Prom the nature of the ground, the weak state 
of the cattle, and the annoyances of the enemy’s 
horse, the passage of the Britiah infantry to the same 
side of the ravine with the enemy was slow. It was 
at length accomplisbod, and the requisite disposition 
for action mado. Opposite to the enemy's main 
body, nine battalions were posted in a first line 
under General Medows and Colonel Stuart, and 
four in a second line tinder Colonel Harris, while 
five battalions, under Colonel Maxwell, were des¬ 
tined for an attack upon the enemy's corps on the 
* Colonel Wilks and. Sir Thomu Mucro. 
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CHAT. xr7. hill. TWfi attack might have heen made at an 
oarljcr period, but it was judicionsly postponed till 
the other parts of the disposition were complete, in 
order to deter Tippoo fi'om making any attempt on 
the dank or roar of the troops moving forward to 
drive his detachment from tUe hill. 

With the attack on that detaclimont the action 
commoneed. On the approach of Colonel Maxwell 
the onemT's eight guns wero drawn off. Tho inihntr^ 
kept their ground, and maintained a heavy, though 
ill-directed, fire of musketry. Colonel Marwell had 
no guns, but he had made provision for covering 
both his flanks against cavalry. Thus tmeucumhored 
and unapproLenaivo of interruption, ho advanced 
•with a rapidity and impetuosity which a|>Qcdily broke 
the line of the enemy’s intotry, and evon overtook 
some of the guns on the opposite descent of tlie hill 
The infantry made a struggle to defend them, bat 
in vain; the possession of the guns followed tho 
possession of the hill. The rapid success of Colonel 
Maxwell on the hill was the signal for the advanoe 
of tho two linee below against the rnttir^ body of idto 
enemy. The battle now become general along the 
entire front. The enemy’s oaveby, who had greatfy 
annoyed the British army while advancing to take 
up their ground, made no stand after they wore 
foimod in line of battle; the fire of Tippoo’s artil¬ 
lery even began to relas. His infiintry behaved in 
a manner &r surpassing any expectarion that had 
been formed of them; but the near approach of the 
first line of the British army causod them to waver. 
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Colonfil Maxwoll had been ordeted, ai%er canying dbap. xit. 
tlie hill, to leave there onl^ a suffident force to re* 
tdn possession, and -with the remaioder of bis corps 
to advance and possess hinxself of the hiUs 'which 
coTOTod tho loft flank of the main anhj of the 
onomy. He 'was rapidly performing this duty, when 
Colonel Floyd, with the British cavalry, 'who had 
been kept oat of llie range of the enemy’s shot, 
ready to fake advantage of any opportunity that 
might occur for tboir services, charged the roar- 
gaol'd of the enemy’s letroating infantry, and nearly 
destroyed thorn. Their progress was checked by a 
iai'gor body of infantry, which rallied and made a 
stand on a space of broken ground extremely dis¬ 
advantageous for cavalry. Colonel Floyd accord¬ 
ingly prepared to withdraw his mon from a position 
where they could uot act cfEccdvely; but at &is 
moment tho cavalry of Nizam All, which had fol- 
Icwed tho English cavalry, throw themselves in an 
unwieldy mass in fiout of the left 'wing of the 
British army, tho advance of which they impeded^ 
while from the natmo of Che ground they could 
prove of no service bod they been disposed to per¬ 
form any. For some time they could neither be 
brought to advance nor recede; ** and thus,'’ said the 
govemor^genexal, “ an invaluable thongh short apeco 
of tiine 'Was lost, which enabled the enemy to avail 
themselves of tho vicinity of the batteries upon the 
island, and by retreating to their protection in the 
utmost confusion, to save their army frera entire 
destruction.’' 
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CHAP. xiT. Lord Comw&Uid, while comphuning of this ex* 
^ traordinaiy conduct, charitably giTM the actoM 
the pnuee of “ good intentions.” Colonel Wilks 
takes a lees fa^urahle view. ** It is assertod,’* he 
. says, by many officers in the Mysorean oimy, that 
this impediment was designed; that a horseman, 
with a particular hedge fkun Assnd All, was seen 
at this moment to deliver a messago to Tippoa, who 
was in the rear anxionll^ ui'ging tUo escape of his 
guns, of which many had been actaally abandoned, 
but wore recovered during this delay, and one only 
fell into the hands of the English in this branch of 
the attack; and that another messenger attended 
Tippoo on the same night. Tho author has sluco 
pemsod the active and treacherous coirci^ondenco 
with the enemy in this campaign, not only of'Assnd 
Ali, ^a person notoriously worthl^ but of other 
^ officers of feirer fame in tho some scrricc, whose 
names it might be injuilons to the English Interests 
in India to disclose at the piosent period.”* 
Adverting to the good conduct of Tippoo's In&niry 
* on this ocoaaion, Sir Thomas Munro says:— 

stood the fire of musketry till oui troops were within 
a fbw yards of them; they ddended every point; they 
rallied wherever the groimd was fevonrablo; andwhon 
at last driven from tho field, they retreated witlinut 
coupon. AH this change of behaviour,” he odds, 

* Written m the jeu 1817. See Sketdiea, vol.iii. page 152. 
Colonel Wnk$ hiul been political rerideat at Mfsore, and enjoyed 
maeuai opportunities of inveatigating the seoiet higtory of dint 
country. 
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tiumsR auFiBS ik nrovi. 

vas, hoveyar> less o.wtog to ^ lo^rove- 

meut of tlidSr disolf^ioo thm to otto cau^se^tlie 
strength of tho grotmd, wlildi, bomg Sail 9S I 0 cks 
and ravines* aShrded tbam ovoiTivhere shd^eiS a;^d 
made It diffioult to follow them; end thmf pioxlnd^ 
to the iaUnd* the batteries of wMoh oovered them 
from purrott.**^ Lord JJomwallis ettiibntee •to 
good b^aviour of 7 ippoo^fi in^try to his presence 
and exertfons among thc40(' whatever the cause, 
it is evident that the difhcolty of putting them to 
^ight was greater than had beou anUcipatod. But 
the task had been pcrfoyne^-* victory sat upon 
the bannerB of the ^nny \ the frnita of 

victory were to be abandoned—Object is/r wliich 
so muoh ihtigne, so lonoh loffi, and fio .many perib 
had been incurred, was to be renounced; tha prise, 
for which bo msiny public and private s&crmes bad 
been made, was within right, but it was not to4>e 
grasped. 

In great distrces fbr provirions, and with intole¬ 
rable labour to the troops fium tho want of cattle, 
the BritiBb army by two marches xeaoUed Caniam* 
baddy, the ford at that place bring regarded as ait 
eligible ^ot for crossing the river; and there, bn the 
SOfchof May, esactlya week after lib arrival atAri- 
kera. Lord ComwaUb determuied to.yelinqubh, for a 
time at least, ril attempts agaz^ Soringapataxn, and 
to retrace Hs steps to Bangalore. On the 21st, orders 
were dispatched to General Abercromby to return 
to Malabar; on tho 22nd the whole of the hat- 
* OIrig't lib of Sh Thomu Muaro, vol i. p«s;« 113. 
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CU4P- XIT terfng train and Uea^ equipments of tiio ttnn 7 woro 
destroTed; and on the 2dfch tho govemoi'-gonerol 
commenced Ms rctrogr&do march. 

Neither party In the war had at this time much 
esDso for exultation. Tippoo had diacaidod hia 
usual cantion—Usd Tsntnred on a gonoral action aiid 
)iad been defoated, tbo bittorneea of boiug 

aggravated by its baring occiured withiu sight of his 
capital Tho English ttlmmandcr hod provoked a 
hattlo in which be had bnen victorlons; but witli 
reference to the object for which the enteipriso had 
been undertaken and the battle fought, he was 
beaten. ** As a more evidence of superiority,’’ aays 
Colonel Wilks, ** tho victory waa complete, and had 
tboro bean no movement of tho cavtdiy, would pix)- 
bably ^ve been voiy deciaivo. But the observation 
of Sir Eyre Coote, on a parallol occasion, was ap¬ 
plied by an old officer to tho present: would 

gladly exchange sU these trophies and tho roputa- 
tion of victory for a few days' rice T’* “We gained 
nothing by the victory,says 8ir Thomas Monro, 
“ but the liberty of looking at the island,”!—^ 
vilegG scarcely worth the prioe that had hs«i paid 
for it. 

The British army commenced its retreat, and 
before the conclusion of tho first day’s march, a largo 
body of hoise made their appcaranco on the left of 
tho principal column, near its rear. This wos not a 
point from which an attack had boon oppreheud&l; 

* Sketches, eo!. iii. pngo 153. 

t Lift. voU.psgc 119, 
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bot from knoviii^ the rapiditj 'witb vidch the chap. ziv. 
caraiiy of Tippoo moved in all direotims, &o doubt 
was ODterttioed that the approaching horseman 
holoagod to his umj, and tlmt thej would immo* 
diately fall on tho stores and baggage. Colonel 
Stuartf who commaadod in the rear, instantly pie- 
l>arGd to rtfifit tho attack; and the British 2^ 
boguu to dre, when one of the horsemen rode to¬ 
wards a staff-officer who ists giring some orders, 
and shouting that ho was a Mahratta, entreaied that 
t)ie Bring might ccflSO. Similar oommmucatioiis 
wore made at the head of the columri, and the 
British commander found himself saddenly rein* 
forced hy two Mahratta armies, one under Hurry 
Punt, commander-in-chief, the other under Purse- 
ram Bhow, who, after the Ball of Darwar, had 
marched towards Scringapatam to join the Engliah 
army. A British detachment accorapenied the anny 
of Porseram Bhow. The Mahiattas were belioved 
to have been not less than a hundred and Bfty miles 
distant from tho amy which thej ao suddenly 
joined. Above a hundred messengers had been 
sent forward to armoonce its approach, hut erery 
one of thorn had been intercepted by the light 
troops of Tippoo. 

Had the janction of the Mahrattas taken pkee 
somewhat earlier, some heavy sacrifices made by the 
British anny mi^t have been averted. As it was, 
their accession was most welcome. They brought 
n supply of bullocks, large stores of all ueces- 
articles of consumptioD, and of some which 
2p2 
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CHAP. XIV. were not strictly to bo regarded as neccssojy,* Tlio 
march of the confederates was slow, in order to 
afford opportnnity for the arrWal of large convoys 
of pxoririona and ^jlunder coming up in the Maliratta 
A.IM70I. rear* On the 18tb of June the army was within 
three miles of Hooiiordroog, a fort cstablisliod o]i a 

■ liduttoanc Moor (author of a Nanvdve of the OpcmtioQB of 
Ce|itaia liKle'e Qet&dmont) aad Colanol "WUJa draw livol^ 
[doturee of the bazaar of tho Mohiattm ounp. The forme? ooto- 
mencee earing, " ril Toeatiooi uo ecod preooodlng with u 
niiob earaeabidM on die part of their profeuon, u in a WQlh< 
reguieted city in time of peace, which it t&ore resemhlee tbui a 
market taoviog with a mob, beortog the Dime of on army, ie the 
centre of an enemy’e coxmtry/' Colonel Wilke’e description, 
which oorreepoeds sebetantiallf with that of Lkuteoant Moor, is 
subjoined. *' Ihs bazfiar of a Mahratta eecop preseata on eabibi. 
tioa of DO ordioary ebamoter, aod to thoJr famiabed visitors, 
czhibjtod a piotore of tbe apolls of the east and the industry of 
the wen. From a web of Bnglisb broadcloth to a Blrmiogham 
pea-kiiifs; fiom the ahawU of Oaslunore to Uio ssoond'hond 
garment of a Uisdao; from djpmonda of the first water to tbo 
sUrer ear*ring of a poor plnsdered viOage maideu; from oxca, 
ebeep, and ponloy, to the dried salt fish of Goocani almost 
every thing was ee&n that cooM be presentod by Ae boat 
of the rioheet towna: but, above al). ' the tablet of &e nenay- 
ohangeit/ overspread with the coma of every ti^nofry’of ^e 
East, in tho open err and publio street of the camp, gave cri- 
ebnee of on extent of moroantile wtfrity attariy ineooeciTable in 
my twDj) excepting that of syitediatic pluadereie by wholesdo 
and retail. Bmry variety of trade aj>pBared to be oxordeed with 
alnrgo comporiUoA and convderahic diligence, and amoog thorn ono 
•ppa 2 «ntly the least adapted to a wandering lif^lhe trade of a 
tanner—wse practised with euinont aocceas. A circular bole dug 
in the eortii, a raw hide adopted to it at the bottom and sidse, 
and secored above with a aerica of skewen ran through its edges 
into the eai tb. formed tho ton>pit •. oo marching days the ton-pit 
with ite coQtenta. in tbo shape of a bag, formed one ride of a lend 
for a bores or huUock, aud the liquid prepantioo woe cither 
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smft]! rock, of groftt sfcrc&gth. 4t bhc fbot of Cho u\ P. xiv. 
rook a tovn, ’ffkJcli being occupied without 
difficulty, the kill&dar dorrendered the fort on a 
jiromifle of eoourlty to private property, and of 
A))odaI protection against the Mahinttad. The in* 
bobt touts, who had taken refuge ia the fort, pro* 
uceded in the direction of Madoor, under the care 
of an English escort, the commander of wlijfdi had 
orders to oocompany the tmvellcrs the entii’e dls* 
tauce to Madoor if required. All, however, appeerod 
qnict, and uot a single Mohratta was visible on the 
mute. Fear was thus dlspelJed, and when about 
half the march was aocomplisbed, the leader of the 
vetinng party inUmated to the English officer'^tbat, 
ns there was no reason to apprehend danger, ft 
would he unneoeesaiy to subject the escort to 
further trouble. It accordingly returned, but was 
uo sooner at a sufficient distance to permit the 
manifeBtation of Maliratta enterprise, than the 
froebooting allies of the British, in conformity 
with cetoblishod custom, fell upon the unfortuoatc 
fu^tivee, and plundered them of every thing they 
possessed. 

Hooliordroog coutmnod many state prisoners, 
and there the eaptoiv found new evidence of the 

emptied or pesemd, aocordisg to the Isogth or expeeUd rcp«ti> 
tioa of tb« moreb. The best tanslAg material (oAtecho, e vege* 

Cable preparation loaf knowa In Europe by the strange came ot 
term japoaica) is e^iu^y aecei^le and portable i aad the Eoglisb 
officora obtoiaad from these ambulatory toO'iHti wbac their owe 
Indian capitals could ncpt then produce, except as Eoropeoc ua- , 
LKirta->cxcel]cut aword belU/'r*SketcLcs. vol./i. pp. 168,15D. 
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CHIP. lOT. Sultan's ciudlt^. “ Among & uomber of captives," 
8a;f8 an historian of the period, “ that wore bomicl 
in chains of various construction at Hoolioidioog, 
several, ^Uo bad their ancles ^stened asunder bj 
a heav; iron bar of about eighteen inches in length, 
bad i^m habit acquired a straddling amblo, which, 
when ilboratod, thej could not for a length of timo 
alter or amend; some, from liaving hocn oloaol/ 
pinioned, could move neither aim^ othon ]ind ac- 
qnirod a stoop, from which they wore unable to 
stand erect: in short, as most of thorn bad heon 
oonfiood in this wretched state for a period of about 
ten years, there were fow indeed who had not lost 
the power of some limb or other.”* 

HooUonlroog was dismantled, and tho aimy pro- 
eoeded on its coarse. Oostradroog was summoned 
to surrender, but the killadar sent a refusal, and it 
:tras not taught prudent to enforce tho demand 
by arms. Savandroog was reconnoitred, but ap¬ 
peared 80 formidable, that evon the ceremony of a 
summons was in this instance waived. The army 
A. 0.1791. reached Bangalore on the 11th June. Before the 
arrival at that place a pl^ of ftiture proceedings 
had been arranged. The continued co-operation of 
the Mohrattas it was necaasary to purchase by a loan 
of nearly a hundred and fifty thousand pounds, tho 
means of roalcing the advance being secured by 
stoppiog tho commeroial 'inTestment of doUaia tn 
transit from ^England to China. To tho English 

* Mackeii 2 »’$ Bketehes of the War with Tippoo Soltac, fri. 
ii) page 115. ^ 
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the cftmpnigQ bad been a cause of boaT; loss. Tbe csas. xit. 
MabrattaSj on the contrary, had, by the aesjduoue 
UNO of their usual practices, been gtaatly eDiiched, 
both individually and nationally. Yet the latter 
tliought it fit that tho English should pay for their 
continued services against a cornmon enemy, and the 
govcQ'nox'genoral did xLot fe^ himself in a situation to 
refuse, ^bis important preliminary being arronged, 

Pursoram Bhow, with his army and n detncbmenc 
of Bombay troops, proceeded by Sera to commence 
a series of operations in the uorth-vost. The 
greater part of the Nizam's cavalry, under Assud 
Ab, were to operate to tho northtn^t. The army 
of Lord Cornwallis was to be intetposed between the 
ouemy ^d the Company's territories, as well for the 
protocrion of the latter, as for the oonveoience of 
bringing forward supplies, for reducing such of the 
intermediate fortresses ss might be neecssaryi and 
for establishing a chain of tenable posts from Madras 
to Soiingqiatam, by which tho transit of supplies 
might bo fixcilitated when the army should be 
called to assemble before the enemy's capital. 

The first movement of Lord Comwallis was in a 
south^eostem direction to Oosaoie. On his approach 
the garrison evacuated and blew up the fort. A 
train bad been laid fi>r the raagarice, intended to 
explode after the entry of the English troops \ bat 
by a b&ppy acrident it did iu>t tako efilsct. Here 
again the perfidy and cmolty of Tippoo were brought 
<^m;8picuously to notice. Thieo Englishmen had 
boon confined in Oossore; ouo of whom, named 
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CHAP. XIV. HamilfcoD, having given up nil hopee of recovering 
his freedom} Imd reconciled hie mind to tbe dreum* 
stances in which he was placed, and apparently oon> 
tomplnted Oossoie as his Snol abode. As in other 
instances, the fall of Bangalore had led to the 
mui’der of those nnbappy men, whoso graves were 
now pointed out to their indignant countrymen. 

Prom Ooseoro the English army moved in tlio 
direction of the Policode and Eyaocotah passes, and 
took possession of voxions forts, some of them with« 
out resistance. Ryaocotah was not so easily oh* 
talned: it was defended by Buooessxve ranges of 
works, and garrisoned by eight hundred men; and 
so conJidect was tho killadar in tho strength of Ins 
works and his garrison, that be not only rejected 
the eummens to surrender, but bred on the flog tliat 
brought it. The task of reducing this place foil to 
a brigade under Miyor Gowdie, who sent a dotodi* 
ment of about three hundred and dfty men, with 
guns, to attack the pettah. The gate was soon 
blown open; hut the garrjson, aided by the Inliabl* 
tants, kept up a brisk fire on the assailants from tlio 
upper and central works. Major Gowdie led the 
succeeding attacks in person, and carried several 
successive gates, but did not venture to attompt the 
eominit. On the appearance of tho main body of 
the army, however, tlie place snirenderud. 

The capture of othor forts of inferior importanno 
demands no especial notice; but the attack on Nnn- 
dedroog is entitled to some atlention. This fort 
was aitnated on a granite rock of tromendous hoigUt, 
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nsc] no lal)o\ir Stad been spared to odd to its etrongth. cbap. xi7. 
Major Gowdie, who had reduced many of the minor 
forts, found his means inadequate to an attack upon 
Nundodroog. R^forcemeute were obtained, and 
the guns haring with inmedibld labour been ouned 
part of the way up the hill, batteries were con- 
struotod, and began to dro with ri&ble effect. The 
ilre was vigoiously returned irom the fort, but 
at the end of twenty>one days two breaches were 
effbeted by the besiegers—one in the exterior ram¬ 
part, the other in on outwork. Lord Cornwallis 
now advanced his aimy within a few miloe of the 
plaoo, and orders were given fbr a night oasanJt. 

It took place soon after midnight of the IPtb of 
Ootober, and was made simnltaneously by two par- a. d. im. 
ties upon the two breaches. The enemy were pre¬ 
pared to recexTe the assailants with a heavy £re of 
musketry and rockets; but more injury was iuGicted 
by stones of ixrunenfie sizo and weight rolled down 
upon those who were ascending. The re^stancOi how- 
over, wos not long protracted; and Nundedroog was 
added to the acquisitions of the British arm^ under 
Lord Cornwallis. Before the attack was made, a 
portion of the garnson wore clamorous for smrender; 
and on its taking place, some descended the wall by 
ladders of ropes, and escaped through the jungles; 
otbere, abandoning tbeii* posts, fled for shelter to 
the principal pagoda, where they were subsequently 
made prisoners. The commanding officer was in de- 
spur. Ilia name was Luft All Beg; he was a man 
of high rank, and had stood well in tho esteem of 
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CHAP- X!7. Hy^cr Ali. At tlxa battle of ArnSo lio had boou 
— ordered to zaake a cboi'go with a lai^ and soloet 
body of o&Talry on the rear, of tho EiigUsb, with & 
view to facilitate the retreat of Hydor All’s ortil* 
lory. Ho attempted to execute Ids orders, but was 
dieokod by the acUvo aud woU*djrccted fixo of 
tlio home artlUoiy of tho English, which Ids troojw 
reihsod to fhcc. Tlio ^rrath of tho capricious har- 
borian whom Luft All Beg eorvod woe oxtromo; 
and his unfortunate eervast was committed to tho 
custody of another Idshomotaa ofHcor, with instruc¬ 
tions to indict upon lum severe corporal punish¬ 
ment, the mai'ke of which wore to be oxliiblted to 
two brahmin witnesses, in proof that the Sultan's 
or<Iers woro carried into eiTect. Tho ingenuity ijf 
Luft AU Beg and his gaoler contrived to evade tlio 
actual execution of the sentenco by tlio uso of a 
cansdc, which produced the appearauco necessary to 
satisfy the witnesses, without subjecting tho sufToror 
to any serious inconvenlonco; and as under au 
Eastern despotism such inddonts are soon forgotten, 
Loft All Beg, after a time, became again an impor¬ 
tant personage in the court and camp of the Kyso- 
I'oan sovereign. By Tippoo ho was assooiated wi^ 
thi^eo other of his servants in an embassy to Con¬ 
stantinople, which was to have proceeded from 
thence to Paris; but tlio embussadors never got 
beyond the former city, wbero their reception was 
cold and unsatlslactory; and after an absence of 
nearly dve years thoy returned, without any result 
but the expenditure of about twenty lacs of rupees, 
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the los by coutagious disease of seteral liujidreds of chap. xiv. 
tlioir fbUowfiifl, and the contribotion to the state 
papers of Mysore of a joiima! of vast extent. To 
his former f^LDgs> Luft All Beg had Daw added that 
of having suSered ono of the strongoat and most 
importaat places ii^ Us master’s dominioLs to &I1 
into the hands of the Engiish. 

The rednction of Nundedroog was followed by 
the dispatch of a detachmont under Colonel Max¬ 
well into Bammilhal, to ooantoract the depredations 
in progress thovo by a force undov Bakir Sub, son of 
tito gallant kiUadoi* of Darwar, shun in tho captnxo 
of that place. The business aaogned to this force 
was to devastate the whole country, so as to inca- 
paoitate it from contributing to the supplies of the 
English aimy, and its chief post was at a zand fort 
named Pensgra. The fort was speedily takem and 
Bakir Saib withdrew from the country .which he had 
been sent to ravage. Colonel Maxwell tlien pro¬ 
ceeded towarda Ristsaghery, with the inte&tioii of 
dostroylng the pettah, so as to leave the enemy’s 
predatory parties no cover there. Possession of the 
pettab was soon gained; and an opportuTuty seeming 
to offer for a successful attack upon the upper fort, 
the attempt was made and fmled. The British 
detachment sustaiaed considerable loss, bnt retired 
in good order, after setting lire to the pettab. 

In Coimbatote, the defence of the fort bearing 
the same name with the province, and of Palagaut, 

^sith fch^ recipTOc^ commumcations, had been en> 
trubled to Ma^jor Cuppage. That oOicer dccmii^ 
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CHAP- XI7, Coimbatore incapable of sustamitig a siogo, pomovod 
the bcaTj guns, unmimitioD, and atoros to Palngaut. 
Lieutenant Chalmers, who was loft at Coimbatoro, 
on examining (be guns which bad been caet asido 
as unserviceable, f>und throe which stood proof. B/ 
collooting and joining wheels and fragments of oai'^ 
iiogos which lay eoatterod about tlio fort, ho found 
tho moans of mounting them. With those and a 
fow swivels, a quantity of damaged powdor, and Hvo 
hundred shot, obtained from Megor Cuppngo, ho 
hoped to make a stand for a few days, in the ovont 
of the fort being attacked. 

The apprehension of attack was soon converted 
into certainty. The place was invested by a force 
of two thousand infantry, a considcrablo body of 
cavalry, eight guns, and a nninbcr of Irregular 
troops. The garmon consisted of a hundred and 
twenty topoi^es,* or natives, partially of Fortuguoso 
onghb and about two hundred^ Travancoroans, bftlf 
of wbom ran away when they found a siego was ex* 
pected, while those who remained were extremely 
insubordinate. 

The enemy pitched on tho north-west of tho 
pettah, and summoned the place to surrender, 
imdcr pain of death to every pei’Son within it, not 
excepting women and children. The summons was 
disregarded; it was repeated ailor tlic expiration of 
two days without efTeot. On the tliii’d day a battery 
was completed, and tho fbrt was once more sum' 

moned, but with an offbr of fovourable terms. The 

* 

* lAtenJly, woarcra of tats. 
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offer rejected, and la Che eyening the hedegen chap. xsv. 
bogau to fire from the battery. The shot did oon- 
aiderable damage to the works, wbidi it gave the 
garxison abundant employment to repair. Another 
hatCety woe coznpletod on the following: day, and a 
vigorous fire of gtma and rockets was mamtamed. 

A third battery was soon in a forward state. 
the me&Dime Lieutenant Cbahners had prepared 
several casks, filled with, combustibles, which were 
placed on tho ramparts, to bo used agmnst the enemy 
sheuM tlmy attempt an oscalado, wbicb^ fnm their 
preparatiou of ladders, seemed to be intended. The 
enomy prepared a fourth battoiy, and the besieged 
opened Uuw Toines. As the danger iocreased, the 
mines were loaded and the gates blocked up with 
earth and stones. The store of shot beginning to 
fail, the bammormen were actively employed in 
making iron slugs to supply dcddency of balls. 

Tho works of the boaiogors continned to bo carried 
on till they wore advanced within fifty yards of the 
ditch: and as it was known that largo reinforce^ 
menta wero proceeding to their assistance, a general 
attack was now hourly expected. At this time the 
store of ammunition within the fort was nearly 
exhausted ; the wounded, who were numerous, were 
without medical as^tance, and the Travancoreans 
who remained were clamorous for surrender. Still 
the gallant commander, who was nobly supported 
by a young French officer named Do la Combo, in 
the service of the Knjali of Travauooio, refused to 
succumb. 
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OSAP- XIV. Two mont?js witlim two cUys had jiassed tefbro 
tho enomy vejitured on tt general assault. Tlic^y 
advanced great steadiness, planted tlieir lad¬ 
ders, and momitcd tho parapet at £vo distluot 
plaecfl. Tho 'first atngglo took placo at a point 
defbiidod hy Bo la Combe, whoso ]>or8onal gal¬ 
lantly cemmimlcated its iunuonoo to those whom 
ho commanded, and pro]mod for Cio assailrmte a 
ficrco rosistaooc. Tho onemyh&d avoided thominos, 
and rCBort to the oomhustihle barrels vob dolayed 
till not only was the ditch Hhod hythd assailants, 
bat numbem of them were actually on tho ram¬ 
parts, fighting band to hand with tho besieged. Be 
la Combe •would have been ovoipowa'od hod not 
a timely reinforcement hcon scut to Uis relief; and 
Lieutenant Cbolmore, who was perAoually engaged 
in defemding the weakest point of tho works, was 
in danger of a dmilai fate. At a moment when 
sucoessihl resistance seemed soarcoly longer practi¬ 
cable, one of tlie barrels being thrown amongst a 
crowded mnse of the cnomy exploded, and the fbs^ 
tunc of tbo day was turned. The besiege gave 
way, and as party after party retired from the 
muparts, their diacomdture •was increased by hiirl- 
iug down on them vaat pieces of roeik. The cor filet 
lasted two hours, and the number of the enemy's 
dead left on the ramparts and within the ditch ex¬ 
ceeded the entire strength of the garrison by whom 
they had been so bravely repulsed. 

It was not fitting that such men should be aban- 
donod; asid though a due regard to tho safety of 
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prevdzited Mftjor Cuppag:^ from tioiu^ mtzch crap. irr. 
for their relief, ho efFbrded some and with 

tho aid of some revenue ti'oops under the direction 
of Mr. Mocleod, q gnllaat and enterprising civil ser¬ 
vant, the enem;f were driven from the pettah which 
they had continued to occupy, and chased to the 
Bov^any, a dlatonoe of about twenty miles, with the 
loss of a Urge quantity of their stores. To add to 
tho permanent strength of the garrison, a company 
of sepoys, commanded by lieutenant hi&sh, was 
ordered in, and hy some frrther additions it was 
increased to about seven hundred men. 

Scai'coly had Lieutenant Chalmers time to repair 
the breaches in the works and make other disposi¬ 
tions for defence, before the enemy reappeared. The 
frree now arrayed against Coimbatore consisted of 
eight thousaud regular infantry, with fonrteen guns, 
four mortars, and a large body of irregulars and 
horse. It was commanded by Kummer-oc-Docn. 

The enemy took possession of tlte pottaii witliout 
opposition, ei'octod batteries, and opened approaches, 
under tlie cover of a heavy fire, which the besieged 
were able to return very inadequately. But the 
spirits of the garrison wero eheere<l by intelligence 
that M^or Cuppago wes advanclag with three bat¬ 
talions of Compands sepoys, two of Travancoreone, 
and six field-pieces, to compel tho enemy to raise 
the siege. To divert this force from its object, and 
piohflbiy at the some time to strike a sorious blow 
at the efficiency of nn important portion of tl\e 
English force, Kummer-ocMkcn, leaving a strong 
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cBAP. XI7. body in tlie trenchos, marcbod with tlio roranindcr 
of Ills foTCO a distance of abont ton xnilos, to tbo 
vicinity of a pass wfaoro the woods of Ajivally ter- 
tuioate and the plain oommencos. A large convoy 
of oxen, intended for the wostom amy, was b8 « 
eoznblcd at Polngaot, and Kummojxjo-Doon mado a 
domonstratlon of getting into Msjor Cupjtage's roar, 
for tbo purpose of occupying tbo pass. This would 
have onsblod him to cut off t ]}0 passago of tho 
convoy, and by the force of numbers to ombarrase 
Major Cuppage's retum to Palagaut That oBiour 
accordingly fell back> and tho ocoupatlon of the 
pass was decided by a severe action, in which Major 
Cuppage was victorious, lie imniodiatoly returned 
to Palagaut, while Knmmor-oo-Bcen proceeded to 
rosume the siege of Coimbaloio, relieved from tlio 
fear of interruption. 

The fate of that place was now sealed. All hope of 
relief was out oi^ the ammunition, &om tho iiret, bod, 
was nearly expended, a wide breach had boon made 
perfectly practicable, and tho sap had boon carried 
to the oovorod way. Lioutonante Chalmers and 
Nosh were both wounded in one day; and tho most 
determined of the gallant defenders of this miserable 
fort saw the nccoeaity of suirendcr. Nogotiattons 
for tliis purposo voro commoneod, and soon brought 

^ to a conclusioo, tho onemy being quite inady to 
grant tho besieged favourable tcims. Tho place was 

A. n. 1 791. first invested on the IStb of Juno; ouo huudt'cd and 
forty-three days afterwards, on tlic Srd of November, 
the conqnerora took posscBsion of it. In reference 
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to its streog^tb or importance^ Coimbatore bos little ora?, xtt. 
daim to occ^'py o lar^ space in the history of the 
vrith Tippoo Sdtan: but the gallantry vith 
'which it was defended has removed the siege &om 
tlio list of ordinary occurrences. 

It was a condition of the ei^itulatioz) that the 
garrison should be permitted to march to Palagaut; 
but, after the actual sarreuder of the place, it was 
protendod that this oondition could not be acted 
upon 'without the Sultan’s ratidcation. The sequel 
of this tale of perfidy need scarcely be told. After 
n detention of thirteen days at Coimbatoro, the pri- 
sonois wore inarched to SeringapaUm, where they 
were snbjected to'^e craeltaes and indignities which 
‘were the ordinary lot of those who fbll into the 
hands of the barbarian Tippoo Sultan. Comment 
upon a fact of such frequent occnnence would bo 
alike tedious and vain. 

While these events were in progress, the atten* 
taon of Lord Cornwallis bad been constantly di¬ 
rected to the establishment of suob means fbr tho 
transmission of supplies as might prevent the ne¬ 
cessity of abandoning the meditated attack n]xd!i 
Seringapatam from the cause that led to the xehn- 
qnishmeirt of the fomei. Ono of the most seilous 
impedimentB ip- aoooees was the poseesson by ^ 

the enemy of the strong fortress of Ssvandroog, 
situated about eighteen miles 'west of Bangalore. 

It couflisted of an enormous mass of granite, of 
greater height than Nundedroog, rising from a base 
eight miles ia circumibreuce, and separated by a 
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CUAP. xiy. chafim> at the distuioe of about tT?<KthiTcis of 

tota] elera^n, i&to two citadels, each independent 
of tbo other. It had not long* before been recon¬ 
noitred, and was deemed unass^lable; but the oap> 
tujd of some other hill forte, and more oapeoiall^ 
of Nundedroog, bad tended to diminish the rever¬ 
ence of English officers for tho reputed impregna- 
hilitj of Indian fortresses; and it was dotermined 
to test the claims of Sarandroog in this respect. 

The conduct of the siege was entrusted to Colo¬ 
nel Stnsxt, and the force assigned to him, in addi¬ 
tion to a power^l artillczy, consisted of two Euro¬ 
pean and three native regiments. The remainder 
of the arm^ was disposed so as to watch every 
avenue from Seringapatam by which the operations 
of the siege ooald be disturbed. On tho 10th of 
A.n. 1791. December Colonel Stuart pitched his comp within 
three miles of the north side of the roclc, the point 
from which the chief engineer, after roconnoiter- 
ing, proposed to carry on the attack. The firet 
operation was one of vast labour and diffiotdty— 
was to cut a gun road ^m iheecoaispment'to the 
foot of the mountain, over tooley preoipioes, and 
through a thick forest of buboes, and when made, 
to drag the guns over \t, A noxious and pestden- 
tial atmosphere added to the dangers of the he* 
siegers, and Tippoo, on hearing of the attempt ia 
reported to have congi^tolated his officers on the 
infatuation of the English in engaging in an enter¬ 
prise that could not fail to terminate in defeat and 
disgrace. Aooording to the Sultan’s belief one 
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half of tbd Earopeana employed were deetined to chav. xrr. 
die of aiokness,* the other half to be killed in the 
atfc&ok. Not daufited by this royal prediction, the 
beeiogers, on the 17th December, opened two bat- a. d. mi. 
tones, one at a thousand yards, the other at sOTeti 
hundrod yards* distance, by which the defences of 
the wall were mudh damaged; hnt the eftbet was 
scarooly eqnal to the expectation# which had been 
ibrmed. The wall wo# built with stonos of immouso 
size, those of the lower tier being nveted to the rCN^k 
by iron bolts. On tbo l^th another battery was 
ereotod, whioh it was found nocessaiy to advance 
to within two hundred and fifty yard# of the wall. 

In the oouree of that and the succeeding day* a prac¬ 
ticable breach was effected, and orders were given to 
storm on the following rooming. 

The bamboo forest, whioh had boon a souroo of 
difficulty in the construction of the gun^rcad, was 
found of some service in the olose approaches of the 
attack. Under its cover, and that cf crevices and 
rugged parte of the rook, a lodgement was made for 
the troop# within twenty yards of the breach. The 
storming party, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Nesbitt, ws# directed to four difforent attacks, and 
parties' tvere detached round the mountain, to draw 
the attedtibn^of thei enemy from the mftin object, 
and prevent theh eecape, should, any attempt for 
that purpose be made. 

* Major Direm «Ut«K that tb« plaee *' ii to h4?fl derived 
ite aune of Savandroog. or the rock of defttii, from ite fetal 
olimato.** 
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CHAP. X17. The hour fixed for the as£au}t "wbs eleven o’clock, 
end it waa to conunenco on the discharge of two guns 
fi’om the battoriee. At the appointed hour the es>' 
peoted signal given, and the party adranced to 
the Btonn, while the band of one of the English 
regiments pealed forUi the inspiring air of SrUom 
i6f‘iJce konut. A large body of the enoTa 7 had boon 
observed running down fh>m the western hill, fot 
the de^oe of the breach, whic^ was a littio bolov 
the eastern htfh bub on the appearance of the Eng- 
gUsh they were seized with panic and Aed. The 
eastern hiU was completely carried, without msedag 
or even overtaking the enemy. 

The attack on the western hill was thought to be a 
work of greater difficulty, and Captain Monson, to 
whom it was entrusted, was instmetod either to ad¬ 
vance ornot, as circumstances might 1 ‘endor expedient. 
The officer m command of the citadel having witnossod 
the abandonment of the eastern bill and the ascent 
of tbo English party, made a sally for the purpose 
of taking them in flank, when he was unexpectedly 
met among the rooks by the party of Oaptf^ Mon- 
sos. He retreated with pTe<^itation, fallowed with 
g7«at vigour by the Bnglah. An attempt wa^ made 
to shut the first gate against the pursuers, hut the 
man who was perfoming the duty was killod by a 
shot fired from some distance by a sergeant of the 
7lBt regiment. The Engli^ then rushed in, tf^d 
entering every succeeding harrier with the enemy, 
wtfh 80 on in possession of the top of the m^ta^n. 
Thus, in less than m hour, and iu open day, theistu- 
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pendents fbrtrees of Savandroog; was cairied hj storm, chap. 2 iv. 
end the boast of Its ImpregnahUity for eror silenced. 

The English had not a man killed, and only one 
wounded. 

The ne?et place attempted was that which was 
next to SaTandjoog in strength and importance. 
Ootradioog had some time before been summoned, 
and the answer of (he Will a H nr -was, that he would 
not surrender hia post till tho English had taken 
Soringapatam. It was supposed that the Ml of 
Savandroog might have made him less scmpnlous, 
and a of truce was di^tched, offering liberal 
terms. The staff officer who accompanied it was 
beckoned, fcom the fort to adTance; be complied 
with the invitation, aad when within sixty yards of 
the gate, a firo of musketry was opened on him and 
the non-commissioned officer who bore the flag, but 
fium which, happily, both escaped unhurt. On the 
following day the fort was attacked in a manner for 
which the governor was not prepared. A num* 
ber of field-pieces were run down to appointed sta¬ 
tions, and under cover of their fire an escalade 
oommenced. 

' ,T%d<fiiiie of the rock assanited rose at an angle of 
abont ^rty^ye degrees, and was defended by eevm 
nanparts<riaiEg«eboTe each other, intjadlng that of 
tho pettab, which was first stormed. The orders 
given to the artilleiy officers were, as fast as one 
wall should be canled, to point the gons, over the 
beads of tho assailants, against the next wall in suc- 
cessioD, for the purpose of keeping down the fire of 
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CHAP.xiT. the gojriBon. The petteh vna earned bo Tapidl 7 as 
to fistouish the killadar, and i&dnce hJm to demood 
a parley. It vae gi^anted; hot it soon 1;>eoomiiig 
apparent, frovi the mOTements of the garrison above, 
that the onlf object vas to gain time for prepar¬ 
ing more efficiently for defence, the assault recom¬ 
menced, and wall after wall was carried, till the 
asssdlanta reached the summit. . Some of the gate¬ 
ways were forced hy the pioneers, but most of the 
ramparts were Carried by escUade. The astonish¬ 
ment and confusion of the enem^ were 8o great, that 
their fire, though heavy, was for the most part thiown 
away, and as soon as a ringle Bnropean was seen 
above any of the walls they flod precipitately. The 
MHadar was made prisoner, and many of the garri¬ 
son killed. Many more, terrided at the sight of tbo 
European bayonets, precipitated themselves from the 
Tock-^ns blindly rushing on one mode of death hi 
their snriety to escape another. The terror of the 
garrison had commenoed before the actual danger. 
On the appearance of the detachment before th^ 
place they had mutinied, four hundred men had 
deserted in the night. To the prevalence of fear 
the* English were unquestiouably mdebted for the 
ease with whieb they obt^ed possession of this for¬ 
tress. “ Although,” says Major Dirom, ** such was 
the steepness and narrowness of some parts of the 
road in the ascent, that a few resolute men might 
haVo^iiefended the place against an army, it was only 
a« rim* last gateway that they attempted any restst- 
anoe, and ^lat onlj by firing a few nneket-shot, by 
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which two Boldiers were wounded.’'* The total coAF.irr. 
number of wounded in die English detoobment was 
very small, and, like 8avandroog, Ootradroog was 
carried without the loss of a single life. Some other 
forte of inferior importance were t^en with little 
trouble. 

The army of the I^izam had long been engaged 
in hedeging Goonimconda, but with a very mdiffe* 
rent prospect of bringing their operations to a suc¬ 
cessful ending. Tho Nisam's artillory was unable 
to breach the lowoi* fort, and to supply their defL- 
deucy some gans were dispatched by Lord Corn¬ 
wallis after the fhll of Nundedroog. Still nothing 
was effected till Captain Head, who commanded the 
English detachment serving with the Nizam's anny, 
rendered weaiy and indignant by the clumsy pro¬ 
ceedings which he had been compelled to witness, 
offered, if entmated with the excludve management 
of the attack, to put the NUam's officers in posseaaiou 
of the lower fort, which commanded the only access 
to the hill, and having effected this service, to leave 
them to conduct the further operatious iu their own 
way. The offer was accepted; and Captain Head 
having constructed a battery of two twenty-six hnd 
two eighteaa*^undQrs, within four hundred yards 
of the wall,' IB two d^ after it commenced ffring 
had effected a practicable breach. 

The night of the 7th of November was fixed on a. d, 1791 . 
for the attack; and the small party of artiUerymen, 
who were the only Eoropean troops with the de- 
* Mtjop Plrom*a Nftmtive. pagt 76. 
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coAJf. XIV. tacbment, volnnteored to quit th^ guns and lead 
the assault. Measures having been taken to divert 
the attention of the enem^, the affiailante advanced, 
and with little opposition mounted' the breach. 
Having cleared the obstacles hj ^ch their pro* 
gross was impeded, they advanced along the rampaiirt 
till they met a body of the cnomy, who made a stand 
at the second bastion. l?ho artillerymen charged 
them, and they instantly gave way. Ko fiirther 
reaistanoe was offered, and greater part of tho 
garrison took refage in Che upper/fort. The lower 
fort was deUvered to the cluffge of Nizam Ali^s 
troops, but they were not destined to retain un^s* 
turbed possession of it. A large reinforcement, soon 
after the capture, arrived &om Hyderabad, under 
the command of the minister, Moosbeer-oo-Moolk, 
who, on his departure with the main body of his 
fbrees and the English detachment to take part in 
the operations of Lord Cornwallis, left the charge 
of the lower fort to an officer of some reputation, 
A. D. 1701. known by the name of Hafiz Jee. InBeoemhor, 
the eldset son of Tippoo Saltan appeared before 
Goommeonda, With an army ftmouating to about 
twelve thou6<uid hOtte/Mid.ibht/. Their approach 
was quite unlooked fof; and Hafiz, sopposiug tho 
party to consist but of a few plunderers, mounted 
an elephant and went out to reconnoitre, aocom- 
p^ed by on^ a few horsemen. He was speedily 
surrounded; and descending from bis elephant, 
was about tO'mount a horse and ^deavouA^ ferae 
his way ba^, wiieQ: he was made pd^or* The 
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troopa yf}i(> isaaed £ron tha fort in small parties cbap. 
were destroyed in detail, and panic seizing the Teat, 
the recent acquisition 'tms precipitately evacuated 
with considerable loss. Hafiz Jee woe an object of 
peculiar hatred to T^poo< He had been employed 
on an embassy from the Nisom to the Sultan, by 
whom he had bean treated with that disrespect which 
the despot of Mysore was in the habit of exhibiting 
to the accredited seiwants of other states. He had 
afterwards, in his capacity of minister of the Nizam, 
been aseociatud with the refusal of that prince to 
connect his family with that of Tippoo by the tie of 
marriage, and this oSbnee had never boon foiglvon. 

Aly Reaa, the man through whom the reacted pro* 
posal of matrimonial alilanes had been made, was 
now with the army before Goorumcondo, and in 
bis bonds rested the fate of Hoflg Jee. The pri* 

Boner had soon the moans of judging of the spirit 
in which be was regarded by those into whose power 
his imprudenco had thrown him. He was plun* 
dered of evory tiring about hia person, even to tl;e 
last article of clothing; and, but for the charity of 
some one who bestowed on him on old quilt, be 
woqld hove been left altogether destitute of oover- 
, bfr th&a forlorn oondition he was visited by his 
old antagonist, Aly Iteza, who reproached him with 
bia oondoot lespecting the profihred marriage. Hafis 
answered, that be and Aly Heza were then serving 
thoir respective masters, and that the day was past. 

The remembrance of it was, however, not post Tlio 
victim was in the power of a prince who never 
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CBAF. xjv, forgot 80 mury^in the presence of on© of his 
miniODS ready to perform any act which he helieTed 
would be gratifying to hia master, and who in this 
instance was iniiuenced by feelings of personal 
hatred. Hafiz was carried to a concealed situation, 
fitted for the execution of dark and bloody deods, 
and thero murdored with oiroumstauces of oxtremo 
baibuity, Aly Reza feasting his eyes with tbo 
Tengeanoe inflioted on hie opponent. Tho success 
of the attack upon Goorujoconda was further sig¬ 
nalized by the murder of a J^enoh officer in the 
serrioe of the rfizam; and thns tbn triumph of 
Tippoo*0 army was celebrated by acts of treachery 
and ciuelty, which Tippoo himself need uot have 
disdained to superintend.* Tho adrontage, what¬ 
ever it might be, resulting from those murders, was 
nearly aU that Tippoo gained by the recapture of 
tho lower fort of Goorumoonda, which waa speedily 
restored to the ^izam by the English detachment. 

The Mahratta army undor Purseram Bhow, with 
a British detachment under Captain Little, bad, on 
leaving Lord CorawalHs, proceeded to attack a fort 
named Dooradroog. The Mahratta g:eDeral had 
anticipated that it would eurronder without opposi¬ 
tion; bat, after repeated attempts, its reduction 
was found impracticable, and the army continued 
its march towards Chlttledroog. That place was 

* The of Hefiz Jee euhjeeted him, is ipite of the u&fDT> 
toAoW coaesqaeaen to hiuMlf, to a euaploloa of haviDg .entQMd 
into trcMOfisbie ooQnee^oii with the enemy. Thao,a{peasV|. 
howem, no gmmd for ohargbg him with uy thing ^yond 
trono is^ocredOQ. 
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reconnoitred, bnt deemed too strong for atteck. ciur. xr?. 
Puraeram Bbov entertained some bepe of bujing 
oTer tbe kiUodar; but either th^ oflicer’e honesty, or 
the fact that his vere detained in Scrbga* 

patam as hostages for his fidelity, forbade the con¬ 
clusion of a bargain. Fareersm Bhov consoled him¬ 
self for the disappointment by plundering when* 
orer opportunity presented. The illness, real or 
pretended, of the M&hrntta general, delayed for a 
time the progress of tho army; but on the 18 th of 
December they arrived near Hooly Onore, a fort A. D. 1791. 
vhich Captain Littlo immediately proceedod to ro- 
connoitro. It was thought that it might be attacked 
with a prospect of success. The pettah woe gained 
with little difficulty, and thence some guns opened 
CD the fort, at a distance of a hundred and fifty 
yards. A breach having been effected, the fort waa 
stormed with success, and without the loss of a man, 
on the same day which, with similar immunity from 
loss, transferred the important fortress ofSavandroog 
Into the posaesnon of the English. The garrison 
was reported to he a thimsand strong, but Uen- 
tenant Moor, who was one of Captain Little's de¬ 
tachment, conohides that they did not exceed half 
number. Assuming their strength at this 
reduced estimate, that officer, howeTer, makes a 
remark, the truth of which is in no degree invali¬ 
dated by the colloquial simplicity with which it is 
conveyed, that they ought to have been ashamed 
of tbemselTes for making so pitiful s defence.'** It 
* UouteiUAt Moor's NanatiTO, pigo 146 . 
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CHiLP. xiv. was thd intoDtlon of the stomen not to aJlov any 
of tte Mahratta loottea* to enter the pJace; hut the 
news of ite capture was soon carried to their comp, 
and though the gates were shut, the ladders re* 
moTed from the breach, and every precaution taken 
to exclude access, these marauders ibund means to 
penetrate, and, like noxious and deetructive insoote, 
to spread themselves over the place. They set firo to 
the houses, and the work of devastation ond plunder 
soon heoame general. Seeing .no other chance of 
aeooring any thing, the English commander permit¬ 
ted hia people to disperse and plunder also. But 
this was soon stopped by the arrival of orders ftx^m 
the Mahratta general for the English party to quit 
the place, and ea they were placed under Uis con¬ 
trol, the orders could not bo disobeyed. Tlie 
English troops, who had won tlie prize, wore thus 
deprived of all partidpation in it, while the Mahint- 
tas, who bad not oontnbuted in even the slightest 
degree to the fdl of the fort, were left to gratify, with¬ 
out restraint, their insatiable appetite for plunder. 
PuTseram Bhow, however, indulged in the buouy 
of a ^eculatlve admiration of virtue, though he left 
the practice to others. A tally of. some note in 
the town had received the protection ol an officer 
of the English detachment; but though tbeir own 
safety was thus provided for, they were deeply dis¬ 
tressed by the loss of a youthful daughter who, in 
ffie confusion, had been separated from her parents. 
Glhwgh portions j>f the officer by whom tiiey 
* Flundema. 
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had been protected, the girl 'was foand aod restored CHAf. xir. 
to her rolatlTes. These circumstances reached the 
earo of PurBoram Bhow, who, says Lieutenant 
Moor, “ mentioned them in fuJl durhari iu a man'* 
ner highly honourahle to himself and the Bdtlsh 
character;'* further, he recommended the example 
to the imitation of his own serranta, and there can 
he little donbt that the recommendation was re* 
oelved with a degree of respect equal to the sincerity 
with which it was ^ven. 

After the fall of Hooly Onorc, the Malratta army 
and Captain Little’s detachment proceeded in a 
8<)nth*westem direction towards Simoga. Tippoo 
had strengthened his provincial troops in Bedncm hy 
the addition of a dlTlsion under his relation Re 2 a 
Suh, and that officer was thus enabled to take the 
held with a force of eight thousand men aud ten guns. 

This force was posted in the jungle, with the inton* 
tion of m^ihg an attack on tlio rear of the confede¬ 
rate^ as soon as they sbonld be engaged in tho 
siege of Simoga, simultaneously with a sortie to ho 
made from the fort. This being known, it became 
an olyect of importance to dislodge them previously. 

The position of Rasa Saib was strong; his right 
rtfted dn the river, his front was covered by a 
deep ravine^ add his left by jungle, deemed impe¬ 
netrable there, bht which became somewhat lightor 
at a distance. 

The force destined to the attack upon Reza Sslb 
was composed of about a thousand Bnglish sepoys, 
with four guns and live hundred Mahratta infantry. 
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coAP. ziT. Three thoneead Mehratta horse were posted near tho 
place of attAcV, hut from the nature of the ground 
they could he of little use. T be enemy’s posi^n being 
strongest in front, it was thought ezpedientto detach 
parlies to attack them on tho right and lefr; but 
the main attack, led hy Captain Little, was directed 
to tbo centre. On the part of the English, tho con¬ 
test was nuuntained, nadei great dleadpantages, with 
dis^oguialicd spirit. The Mahratta infrintry some¬ 
times charged when tliey saw the enomy appearing 
to give way, hut they were invariably beaten back, 
and thetr disorderly return increased the diMculties 
with which the British officers had to contend. At 
length the enemy, being driven from their posts on 
the left, and three of their guns takes, began to 
retreat; and Captain Little, coliocting all the force 
that could be mustered, set forward in pursuit. Thero 
was but one read through the jungle, and baforo five 
miles had been izraversed, the English commander 
come up with the enemy’s remaining gun% seven in 
number, which he captured; bat so far frotn relaxing 
in the pursuit, he continued it through the whole of 
the following day, and the result was the ontire dis¬ 
persion of the corps Eeza Sdb. iHie departure of 
Captain Little and bie troops left the enemy’s camp 
to the care of the Mahrattas; and here those war¬ 
riors, who shrunk from the fire of retreating men, 
found a field precisely adapted to their gemns. The 
amount of plunder was enormous, and such a qnan- 
tity of arms foil into the hands <rf the o^tors, that 
in the basaar good muskets were offered for sale at 
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two rupoes each. By flom© accounts, th© force of chap. xrv. 
Re^a S&ib is stated at ten thousand Inf&otiy and a 
thousand bone, and the lowest estimate fixes the 
numher of infantry at seven thousand. This, posted 
in a most advantageous position, was defeated by 
about a thousand English sepoys, for the Mabratta 
troops cannot be regarded as having contributed any 
thing to the sucoess of the day; they were rather an 
incumbrance than a support. By military writera 
this action has been regarded os one of tho most 
brilliant of tho war.* 

Tho army of Reza Saib being dispersed, Captain 
Little prepared to prosecute the siege of Simoga. 

A battery of five guns, after a day’s firing, efihcted a 
practicable breach. All was ready for the storm, 
when an offer of capitulation upon terms was made 
end accepted. The comniander of the fort duly ap> 
predated the value of Mahratta faith, for it was 
thought necessary to stipulate, not only that private 
property should be recocted, but that the inhabi¬ 
tants should be considored under the protection of 
the British, who were to guarantee the treaty and 
' take possession of the. fort These conditions were to 
* ooatinue in effect only until the English detachment 
retired, fiKuli'the viomity. On its march to the 
southward the custody of the fort was trsnsfen^ 
to t£e Mabrattas; and also the charge of some pri¬ 
soners of' rank, who, within the English camp, had 
been treated with maiksd attention and kindness, 

* Suefa. is the epiaioD expressed by Major Diroa and Colonel 
WiUra. 
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CHAP. ZT7. and been totallj exempted from reetraint A 
fibort time after the change, these prisouora were 
seen "by some ofScers who had known them in tho 
English camp: their condition was wretched. Thoj 
had been plundered of every thing vaJnable, and 
receiving neither mooej nor snbsiBtencG, Chej had 
been oompeHod to sell their clothes to procure 
the means of eustaiujng life. Some officers of infb- 
rioT rank were in one respect better treated — 
they received an aliovrencei hut to counterbalaoco 
this advantage they vrere kept in irons. Such U 
Mahratta &i(h and Mahratta humanity. 

Purseram Bhow was to have joined Lord Com* 
wallU with all dispatch before Seringapatam. In¬ 
stead of this, he preferred a plnndenng expedition 
into Bednore; but being alarmed by the ^proach 
of a force sent against him by Tippoo, under tho 
command of Kummer-oo-Deen, who bad retaken 
Samoga, he determined to perform his engagement 
with the British governor-general, since no advan¬ 
tage seemed likely to accrue from taldng any other 
course. 

It is now necesscffy to reton} to the British army 
mtder Lord Cornwallis, wbccb was at Ootrodroog, ^ 
awaiting the comiog up of ^me artillery, some 
stores, and a battering train, as well as the expected 
junotion of the army of the Kiaam. These objeota 
being accomplished, the combined army commenced 
A. D. 1792. its wnirftlf, mid on the 5th of February Lord Oom- 
waltis waa once more in sight of Sering^atam, 
and of Tippoo’s ^y encamped under its walls^ 
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On both sides of the river, oppodte to the ielaod chap. zit. 
of Seriagftpatam, a large space is enclosed by a 
bound hedge, which marks the limite of the capital, 
and affords a place of refhge from the incursioDS 
of cavaliy. On the north side, the enclosure was 
occupied by Tippoo’s army. Within it were aove- 
ral redoubts, one of which, erected on a oommand- 
ing eminence, was a poet of great strength. There 
wcio other works caloulated to shield his troops 
from attack, or facilitate I’etreat in case of necessity, 
and his ^ont lino was defonded by a hundred pioccs 
of heavy cannon. In tbe*fort and island which 
formed his second line there were not fewer than 
throe hundred pieces of cannon. Boconnaissance 
baving been made, f/ord Comwallis determined to 
attack the enemy on the night of the dth February, a.d. 29». 
as event quite unexpected by Tippoo, and the ^ 
parent temerity of which, seeing that it was to he 
performed by in&utry alone, without guae, filled 
the alli^ with astonishment. The attack was made 
in three columns. Between ten and eleven o'clock 
tho central column on its advance enconstored .the 
enemy's grand guard, a body of oavalry, wlio w^ 
appioaohing with rockets to disturb the English 
cafi^ 4vhli^ annoyance they had practised on the 
preoed^g night. The horsemen immedi^ly gal¬ 
loped ‘off to fteir lines, leaving the hearers of the 
rockets to harass the column and endeavour to 
impede it^ march, Many rockets were thrown, hut 
they had little effect beyond that of announcing to 
the enemy the approach of thO British column. The 
VOL. 11. 2 a 
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CHAP. xiT. front divisiou, on being discoTered, pushed briftklj 
forwaid, reached the hedge, and entered the ene¬ 
my's lines about a quarter of an hour after their 
approach became known. 

The left column, when tho rocketing cotnmeucec], 
was ascending the Carigaut Hill, an eminonoe on tlie 
right of tho enemy’s camp, noax t)ie termination of 
the bound hedge. The hill is steep, and of groat 
hdght; it oommanda one of tho fords and the eastern 
part of the island, and protected tho right wing of 
the Sultan’s oamp. This post was justly regarded 
as of great importance,* and propqrUonate care had 
been taken to atrongthen iti it was defemded 
a double breast-work in front of a stone redoubt, 
but the work was not entirely completed; a con- 
aiderablo body of jn^try, hut without aitillery, 
was stationed upon it. The Carigaut Hill termi¬ 
nates the raz^ over which Colonel Maxwell had 
chased a corps of the enemy at the battle In the 
month of May preceding. Tho same eSioer now 
commanded the column directed to this point, and 
the works were scaled by the flank oompanies of the 
72nd, the regiment by wbiob the UU was stomed 
on the fonner pcoesion* 

The right column, under General Med owe, was to 
attack the left of the enemy’s posirion. From some 
mistake, it was led to a tnore distant point than was 
intended, and was consequently later in reaching (he 
hedge than the.eontral oolumn; but about h^«faat 
column also entered the epolosure, and 
proceeded to attack a redoubt within (he enemy’s 
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iiAea, but do6 included in tbe coune of o|>6ratioD8 obap. xir. 
coDtez&pl&ted by Lord Cornwallis, and vbiob, after a 
severe conflict, was can Jed. It was intended that the 
ngbt column should advance to meet tbe central 
Golmnn, and then await further orders. Genend 
Medows, accordingly, having left a Bufficlent force for 
tbe deface of tbe captured post, proceeded to move 
.in a direction which be expected to bring him to 
the spot marked out for him \ but the occurrence 
of rice swamps compelled Mm to make a larger 
circuit than bad been anticipated, and thus the ti'aok 
of tbo central coliunn was missed. No tiring being 
heard, it was conceived that all was past, and tbat, 
whether the other columns bad gained a victory or 
snstalned'a defeat^ it was too late to render them 
any asaiatance. 

Tbe central column, the advance of which has 
already been noticed, was subdivided into three 
parts. The front eubdivisioni after forcing the 
enemy’s line, was to pass into tbe island with the 
fugitives. Orders were issued to the captains of 
tbe leading coropanies not to su^r themselves to 
be delayed in tbe oarap, but to push with all pcs* 
e^adition to the great ford near the north¬ 
east, angl^ of tbe fort. Each captain was held 
Tespouaible for hJs own company; as sucoess was 
more dependent upon tbe celerity than solidity of 
the movement. The second, or control subdivision, 
after clearing the right of the camp, was to follow 
into the island. The third, in the rear, fbnned a 
reserve under Lord Cornwallis, who took up a posi- 

2b2 
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cBAF. tion vhere he roigbt support tlie other parts of tbo 
columu, aud wait the co^peraUon of the right aud 
left diyisioQB under General Medows and Colouol 
Maxwell. 

The honi aubdxTison, bavliig forced the hound 
hedge under a heavj but ill'directed 6re of cunnon 
and siuflkotr^j advanoed steadily, the enemy rcoediug 
before them. Tbo loading companios pushed for 
rile riTer, passing the Sultan's tent, which appearod 
to haTO been abandoned with much precipitation.* 
The adranced companies, partly from tlio hadnee^ 
of the ground, partly from the nature of the duty 
which they bad to execute, were soon separated 
into two bodies. The drat that reached the river 
crossed under the very wails of the fort without 
opposition; and “ had it not been found,’^ says Major 
Dixom, “ that the east gate of Seringapaiam was 
abut and the brid^ drawn up, that night might have 
put an end to the war; as Captain Lindsay pushed 
into the sortie (the entrance which leads through 
the glacis into the fbrt], in hope of entozing the 
gates with the fugitives.” f ^his party proceeded 
along the glacis through sn extanrive hasatf, destroy* 
ing numbers of the an^y, and dispexaing several 

* Maa 7 thingi bf value were acattered abont m eoaftiAoa. end 
amoog other artiolea wu a act of batheastickl «etrtmezus 
of London manufuCure. I^ppoo (df^tadi ud to n deMSia axtedt 
acquirad, the rqnittboiL of a tnao of eoittca. Hu iibesEy cen^ 
Maed 4 tnnalatios of^uolid, find several other works on goom^ 
try; but Colooel WlOca estamataa hi* oadiemacical attejamciUs 
at s veryTow ww. 

t Narfadyo, pag« i«.4. , > ^ 
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bodied of horsd; tlioj then took post, pert at a ceal^xiv. 
brid^ over a oaual miming neai’Iy aoross the island, 
part at a redoubt commanding the southern ford. 

The second body crossed by the same ford ^vhieh 
thoir companions had passed a fow minutes before. 

Their passage was conEdderabiy impeded by the rush 
of tiie enemy towtfds the iaJand, bnt no attempt was 
made at resistance. On roaohlng the opposite bonk, 
thoy turned to the left, and adranced for about a mile 
to the weBtom gate of the pettah. It was shut, but 
was soon forced open; the tmops stationed for its 
defence huTing, on the first alarm, rushed out to 
roan the lines and batteries on the ovor. The Arlng 
iVom these lines and batteries infonned the British 
party that the right of the enemy's camp had boon 
penetrated, and it was concluded that the ass^l- 
ants were probably attempting to force their pass^e 
into the island. Three parties were detached to aid 
the opemtios, by taking the batteries in rererse, 
while Colonel Enoz, who commanded this portion 
of the ad-vanced companies, having taken posaeesiou 
of the street which led to the batteries, remained at 
^e gateway with about thirty men, either to sup* 
f 0 r% Say of the parties who might reedve a chocl^ 
or any attempt by the enemy to recover 

possession of ^ pettah. Bi^t the enemy ^ero too 
mooh confounded even to maintain, what was still in 
thei^ possession. The lines and batteries, whiob were 
ail open to the rear, were abandoned, and those by 
whom they should have been defended dlspeised in 
confusion. Frbtn one of tho terrided fugitives who 
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CRAP. xiT. vas made prisoner, Colonol Knox received mforme* 
ties that eome Europeane were cooiincd in a house 
at no great distance i and to this ciioumstance 
twenty<40VQn miserable, half-starred nen, some of 
whom bad passed fears of o&ptivltf in haavj irons, 
oved tboir release. 

Soren battalions of Europeans and throo of sepoys 
passed the rirer at a period subsequent to tho passage 
of tbo tvo parties 'whose oourso has been detailed, 
and by another ford, which brought them to tho 
Sultan's garden; they forced the gate and onterod. 
Captfun Huntor, who commanded this party, was 
not aware that any other troops bad passed into the 
island; he thoroforo took post, leeolvod to w&it for 
mtelligenco or orders to direct his movements. Ho 
remained for two hours without learning any thing. 
The dawn of monung was not for distant, and aftei' 
daylight he knew that his post would not he tenable; 
he perceived, also, a body of tho enemy on the 
opporito bank, with two detd-pioces, which he ap< 
prehended they intended to open on his party. This 
deoided his coarse; and quitting tbo garden, lie 
rushed with his tnen into the river, whioh he passed 
under a heavy ^rO, attacked tbo party with tbo guns 
before they bad tiffle to unlimber them, uid thenoe 
made his way through the camp to the reserve 
under Lord Cornwallis. 

The second subdivision of tbe central colunm 
passed to the lef^ os intended, for the purpose of 
breaking the right wing of tho enemyV army. On 
appoadiing the Sultan’s redoubt ite progress was 
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flppoficd by a lai^a Wy of liorse. They were re- ciUP. xiv. 
ceWed hy a volley, delivered vitli great steadmeea 
a&d precision; and when the emoke cleared away» 
the hor^e were eeen at a dist^oe scattered over 
the field. The SultanV redoubt was found aban¬ 
doned ; and this being occupied by a party dot&died 
for the purpose the remainder moved os to oo- 
oporata with tho column undci* Colonel Ma!(weU. 

The rear division of the ccntml column^ whioh was 
ujider the immediate command of Lord Cornwallis, 
was formed near the Sultan’s redoubt, and there 
it waited in amuous expectation of being joined 
by General Medows. He came not; but, at a 
moment when a reinforcement was most dedrable, 
tbe troops under Captain Hunter, who had just 
reosossed the river from tbe Sultau’s garden, made 
their appearance. They had scarcely time to re¬ 
place their ammunition (their cartridges having 
been damaged by the water), before a large body 
of troops, fi^miing part of Tippoo^s centre and left, 
baring recovered l»m their panic, advanced to attack 
the force under Lord Cornwallis. Tbe attack was 
rigorously made and bravely resisted. The fire of 
^ enemy was well rotumed, and on a nearer 
preach, they w»e met and driven back by the bay¬ 
onet. Their snmbcrs, however, were overwhelm- 
ing; and, in tbe confidence that from this cause 
viotory muvt finally be theirs, they repeatedly re¬ 
newed the attack, and were as often repnlsed. Tbo 
danger to whioh the small force with the governor- 
general was exposed increased bis anxiety for tbe 
arrival of the aid bo bad so loug expected; 
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CSAP. XIV. au<l he is Toported to have said, If Qonciitl Me- 
<k>yr9 bo above ground, tins will bring him.” General 
Medowa was above ground, but bo did not arrive in 
time to render ttay Borvioo to the oommandor-in* 
oliief. The repetition of the emm^’a attaoke eon- 
tinned for neorl)^ two borne, when the/ dnall;f with¬ 
drew. To Bocure Ine troops from being eurroundod, 
Lord Cornw^is then moved to tUo Carigaut Hill, 
at the foot of which he was mot bj tbo diviaon of 
General Medows. 

The progress of the loft column remains to be 
Dotjoed. After gainbg the Gaiigaat Hill, and oo- 
oupyrng the works upon it, this column continued 
its course towards the enom/a camp, under a gall¬ 
ing fire fi’om a part^ sheltered by a tank. Passing 
throngb the camp, it was met by the central po> 
tion of Lord ComwalUs'a divisioQi under Colonel 
Stuart. It was now desired to find a convenient 
spot to pass the river. A small party crossed at a 
point whore the water reached to the necks of the 
men, and where they were es^osed to a heavy fire 
from the lines and batteries on the island. Their 
ammuniticA was unavoidably damped paseage^ 
and when they gained tba,a|^osito bank they were 
without a single caftri^ fit for use. Happily they 
were not in immediate necessity, for at this moment 
the enemy were driven &om the hues and batteries 
by the parties dispatched by Captain Knox from the 
pettah. A more practicahlo part of the izver hav¬ 
ing been discovered, the remainder of the ^coliunn 
passad’otei^ and a junotson was eSboted with the 
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detached companies from Lord CornwalUs’e division CBar. ut. 

which had croased at an earlier period. The mom- 

ing of the 7th of Febmary thus found vrithin tho a.©, iw. 

pettah of Seringapatam tho left column and part 

of the central colunm of the British £broe» which 

hud moved on the preceding zdght; the right oo^ 

Inmn, and the remainder of tha.contre. being on the 
Carigant HUL 

Jt is natural to inqnive, where waa the Sultan 
while his camp was traversed hy a hostile fbrccf 
He had just finished hie Gveiiing meal when the 
alarm readied him; he hastily rose and mounted, 
but waited the arrival of accurate mtelligence as 
to the nature of the attack, before taking any 
measures to repel it. 

The first preciso information waa received from a 
mass of fugitives, who, rushing from the bayonets of 
the Bnglish, announced to the astonished Sultan that 
his centre had been penetrated. The terror of the 
informants but too well attested the truth of their 
report; of whicb^ moreover, the Sultan was soon 
assured by the evidence of his own senseo. In the 
pale moonlight he perceived a longthened column 
of English army passing through the heart of 
Ins camp, and making their way to the main ford, 

^e poBsession of which would cut oS hia retreat. 

There was not a moment to be lost; and Tippoo, 
departing with all practicable speed, had just time 
to clear the head of tlie English coltuon, many of 
Ills attendants being killed by the advanced com¬ 
pany. Tippoo gained the ford, passed it, and 
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cuaf. xtt. duoctlj for t]ie enst gate of tbe city, 

once 11101*0 in safety TTithin the walla of hia capital. 
It will 1» recollected that Captain Lindaay mode a 
push to enter this gate» but found It sliut. When 
Captoiu Lindsay appeared before the gate, only a 
fow minutoa could have olapsed irom the ontrance of 
the Sultan. 

Next in importance to the danger to which ho 
was peisonally exposed, Tippoo in all prohabllity 
esUmated that in which a largo amount of troasore 
A.D, i?9a was placed. The 6tU of February was the day for 
iosuing pay to the troops. The required amount 
had been counted out to each buckshee,* but the 
issue to the men was not to take place till the fol¬ 
lowing day; and in the meantime the respective 
sums renuuned in the custody of the treasurer, In 
bags bearing his own seal and that of the buckshee 
to wbom they belonged. On the first alarm of an 
attack, the treasurer began to load his charge upon 
camels with all possible dispatch. Musket-balls 
soon began to pass mound him, and by one of them 
he was severely wounded. He continued, however, 
to proceed with his work, and oompleted it. The 
camels were loaded, and d^ten across the ford, in¬ 
termingled with the British troops and the Hying 
servants of Tippoo. They reached Uie bank in 
safety; and the undaunted treasurer, conducting his 
caravan for a coosidorable distance along the glacis, 
entered the city by the Mysore gate< and had the 
saitisfaction of dopositing his charge in security, 

> without the loss of a single rupee. 

* P&7icast«r, 
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The spirit of this courageoufi sod peneTeriDg man chap, x(t. 
was not shared hy '&1L the iollowen of the 8ultan. 

Aa ia uau&I, vhen misfortuno overtAkes 'an east* 
em army, a great number of the troops deserted. 

They passed avay In crovds, and the reports of the 
morning after the attack presented a total of twenty- 
throe ^ousand killed, wounded, and mlssmg—the 
last class contribating In by far the largest piopor- 
tion to swell the amount. The treasurer, who bad 
so persoveringly protected Ills master’s chest, re¬ 
commended the proclamadoQ of a further issue of 
pay, as a probable mode of brining the fngitiw 
back. The suggestion shewed a perfect acquaint- 
meo with the character ofhis countrymen, but the 
plan was not successfel. Fear was more powerdU 
than cupidity, and very few of the wanderers re¬ 
turned. While the natiTe followers of Tippoo were ^ 
thus deserting him by multitudes, a number of Fu- 
ropeons, principally Frenchmen, who bod long served 
him and his fether, took the opportunity of quit¬ 
ting a service of which they were weary. Among 
them was a man named Blev^te, whose departure 
was a serious loss to the Sultan, os he possessed 
Considerable skill in fbrtidcatlon, and had actually 
oonstraoted the redoubts the credit of which was 
claimed and er\jojcd by Tippoo. 

Piaoouraging as were the ciromnstanoos under 
which Tippoo had to renew the contest, he conld 
not decJina it. As the day advanced, the guns of - 
the fort opened on such of the British troops as were 
within thoir range, and portions of the scattered 
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CHAP. Juv. remains of tbe enemj’s force began to re^assemblc. 

Colonel Stnort;, who, aa the senior officer, had as¬ 
sumed tho command of all tho British troops on 
the island, had taken advantage of the da/l!ghC to 
remove to a position hotter adapted than that which 
ho had occupied during tho night, for keeping up a 
communication with the force which remained with 
Lord Cornwallis. Ho had scarcely clTected this 
change, when bis men wore fired upon by a body of 
the enemy’s Infantry, which had advaneud under 
cover of some old houses and walls. The British 
troops wore in a considerable degree sholterod, hut 
part of their ammunition having been damaged in 
passing the river, and much of the remainder ex¬ 
pended dumg the night, they returned tho fire bat 
funtly, till tho arrival of a supply of arnmnnition 
• and a reiiiforoeznent of men, which Lord Comwallia 
dispatched to their assistance. OTbe enemy then 
drew offi 

This attack was no sooner repulsed .than the at¬ 
tention of tho English on the island was directed fo 
the Sultan’s ledoubC* which the emomy weFS''^V 
inking the most detennlned efforts to reg^n. Tho 
party within it consisied of somewhat less than a 
hundred Europeans and about fifty sepoys, com¬ 
manded by Captain Sibbald, of the 7l8t re^tnent. 
In defence of tbe redonbt, tho first el^eot was to 
^iit up the gorge, which was open towards the fort. 
An ^tempt to eSect this was made by throwing across 
some broken litters and the carriage of a gun. This 
being pei'cehed from the fort, thvs&^gunalininedi- 
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atolf opezidd from thence upon the and tvc chap. xit. 

field^piecos were Best to some adjacent rocks, the fire 
of which was directed to the same point. B 7 these 
means the inefficient homer was soon shattered into 
splinters, and considerable isjur^doae to the works. 

The gorge being dear, the enom;, about ton o'clock, 
advanced to sasault. The^r weia beaten back, but 
with considerable loss; and soon after thej had re¬ 
tired, a cannosHahot deprived the partj in the re¬ 
doubt of their oonmiiuider, Captain Sibbald. Major 
Skollyi one of Lord Cornwallis's aido-de-camps, who 
had been dispatched to this spot on some fecial 
dutj, now took tbe command, bat found the proba- 
bilitj of protracting tbe d^nce greatly diminisbed 
hj tbe prospect of an approaching want of ammuni¬ 
tion. While meditating the best meane of hnsb^d- 
ing the small stock that remained. Major Skelly 
was informed that two loaded bollocks had wandered 
into the ditch, and that it was supposed they were 
part of those which bad been appointed for the 
carriage of spare ammunition. The conjecture was 
right. The animals were soon released of their 
lading; and these stray bullocks, with their nusightly 
burdens, ^^wexe," says M^orBirom, ‘‘more*precious 
to‘the major and his party at this junctors, than if 
they had beeh loaded with the richest jewels in 
Tippoo’s treasury.*’ 

Scarcely had the men filled their cartridge-boxea 
fvom this vmlooked-fbr supply, when a fresh attempt 
was made on the redoubt, The Sultan had been 
greatly disappointed by the ill success of tbo foimer 
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CHAP. xiY. attack, and bad paasionatcly demaudcd {f bo bad bo 
faitbfal sorvanta to rob’ioye his bOQonr. Tbaro was 
little alacrity in responding to the Sultan's call; but, 
alter aome hesitation, a bodj of oavaJr^ was found 
to ▼olunteor thoiraervioes, in fuldlmont of the wishes 
of tlioir piiooa About one o’clock they advanced 
towards the redoubt in compact oKler, two thousand 
strong. At drst it appeared as though they in* 
tendod to chargo at onco into the gorge; but they 
suddenly stopped, just beyond muskot^ot, and 
four hundred of thern dismounting, ruabod impe¬ 
tuously forward, to force the entrance with thoir 
sabres. The gorge bad been neoessaiily kept clear 
during the con^nuance of the cannonade; but when 
it ceased, by reason of the approach of the assail¬ 
ants, the garrison formed across the opening, while 
the portion of the parapet which boro on the enemy 
was also folly manned. Theii* dre was coolly re¬ 
served till it could be given with effoct, and by the 
drat discharge the leading part of the oolnion was 
completely brought down. Recovering from the 
momentary hesltatloo caused by the foil ef.thsit 
oomrados, those behind again began to advance; 
but the steady and rapid foe of the garrison thi'ew 
them into confusion, and, regardless of the Sul¬ 
tan's appeal and their answer to it, they fled to 
their horses and soon disappeared, their retreat 
being covered by the firing foom the fort and the 
rooks. 

Aft&r tho repose of an hour the garrison were 
threatened by anoth^ attack. It was led by the Sul- 
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tdp’s European corps, ooznmanded b^M.Vigre. 7his X)HA?.x 2 v. 
corps bed been engaged in part of the oporationa of 
the preeeding nigbt, and being brongbt into a situa¬ 
tion of some danger, it broken and officers and men 
alike aougbt safety in disorderly flight. Their object 
was facilitated by the oniform of the corps being red; 
and M. Vi|pa himself rode quietly through one of 
the British oolumns, no one interrupting him, in 
ooosequeuoe of his being mistaken for a British 
officer. The behaviour of this corps at the redoubt 
did not tend to obliterate the disgrace of their pre- 
Tious flight. The garrison 'were prepared for a con¬ 
flict fin* more severe than those which they had 
already sustamed i but the espeotetioos founded on 
the supposed superiority of this corps to the native 
troops were not realised. M. 7igid and his men 
advanced hut a little way from the rooks, when two 
OT three of the foremost falling, the rest come to a 
stand, fell into great disorder, and went oif. 

No further attempt was made on the redoubt; 
and never was relief more welcome than that 
afforded to the garrison by the cessation of the 
enemy’s attacks* The day had been oppressively 
sukiy, and within the narrow limits wbioh bounded 
tbe of tiie garrison two oflicccs and nineteen 
privies 1^ dead; while three officeia and twenty- 
two privates, miserably wonnded, were passionately 
imploring water, which their companions had not to 
bestow, there not bdog within the place a single 
drop. Thus surrounded within by death and suffering, 
o:cpo8od without to the attacks of a vast army sup- 
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cn\p. ziv. ported hj the guns of a wdll-appolntcd fort, did this 
gallant band maintain, not thnlr post onl;, but thoir 
own ZiOQOur and that of the country which they 
aer^ed. Great were their laboura and their difRcul* 
but brilbant and unfading is tbo glory by 
which they were oompensated. 

So long B5 the oncmy^s attention bad boon diroctod 
to the redoubt, no attempt hod boon made upon any 
other of the Britiab posts. But about Avo o’dook 
two beaty eoloituis entered the pettab, and dii^bg 
before thorn some fbllowore of tbo Brilisb camp who 
had dispersed in search of plunder, adwmoed in the 
direction of tho lines of Colonel Stuart, throwing 
rockets bs they proceeded. A detachment being 
sent to meet them, they retired for a short distance: 
but tbeir numbers were greater than had been antici¬ 
pated, and tho officer oommandiog thoBri^h detach¬ 
ment applied for further asaistance. A reinforce¬ 
ment being obtained, the work of clearing the 
pettah of the presence of the enemy was not of long 
duration. They were rapidly driven from street 
to street, and finally forced to retire altogeidfan 
A prisoner taken in the course of the eoafilct re¬ 
ported that Tlppoo bad convened his principal 
officers, and csdiorted them to make a bold efibrt to 
drive the ILoglish fixen the island, and recover the 
tomb of Hydor All; that the dneft bad tbereupon 
placed their turbans on the gronnd, and sworn to 
succeed or perish in the attempt. The attack, the 
prisoner added, was to be made teat night, and tee 
march of the assailants ^ras to be directed along the 
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bank of tlio north em branch of the riTer to ti\ra tho cuap. xtv. 
right flank of tho British iino» and to cut off tho 
eommunieation with tlie cajop. The account wm 
so circumataniial that it appesired deserving of ere* 
dit—at least, it wonld have been impyndent to (lis« 
regard it Arrangements were accordingly made for 
efTeotnally repelling an attaclt should any be made. 

Tlie force in posee^on of the pettah was strength- 
ened hy the addition of four flold-pioces to their 
means of dofonce, and the troops lay on their arms 
throughout the night. It passed, however, without 
olaim; and 'Uie monung shewed the whole of the 
redoubts north of the river abandoned. The Eng¬ 
lish camp was thereupon advanced as near to the 
bound hedge as was practicable, pic^nets were sent 
into the deserted redoubts, and a chain of posts com¬ 
pleted along the north and east faces of tho fort, 
coQverring the enemy's fortifled camp and works 
into lines of countervallation for the attack of his 
capital. *‘The poud city of Seringapatam,” says 
Major Dirom, ** which we could scarcely disceni from 
our first groond, was nowin forty-eight hoars strongly 
and closely invested on ita two principal aides; the 
enemy’s army broken and dispirited; ours in perfoct 
order, and highly animated by their aucceea.” 

Pi^epaiations for a ^ege were commeaoed without 
delay. A little to the eastward of the pettah was 
a garden of great extent, containing the tomb of 
Hyder Ali and a new palace erected by Tippoo.* • 

* This wu &ot the gvdea where C^neia Himter to«k poet on 
the night of the 6th of Febraafy, which ley to the wcatwoxd of 
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GHiP. 3nv. It was ^led with magoilicent treeS) now deatined 
to fall beueath the axes of tho Ei^luh pioneers, 
and to be employed in operaUons direoted against 
the last retreat of the man to whom tbeir spreading 
bmnohee bad formerly afforded shade, and tlieir 
A. i>, im. fruits le&cehment. Throughout the 8th of February, 
while the Bugliah weie actively engaged in pro- 
paiing for the meditated blow against the citadol, 
Tippoo shewed no symptom of energy, heyoucl wast¬ 
ing a large quantity of aminuaitwn is a hHiitlcss 
cannonade direoted to the island, to the redoubts, 
to every scattered English party, and sometimes to 
their hoad-quartora: but the distance on all sides 
was conaideTablo; and the pleasure of maintaining 
a continuous noise, and dai'kening the atmosphore 
by masses of smoke, was the only advantage derived 
from the exercise. In the evening he resolved to 
renew his att^pt at negotiation. Ko intercourso 
of a p&dfic character had taken place for more than 
a month, and to the last overture from the enemy 
Lord Cornwallis had indignantly answered, that 
when the piisonom taken at Coimbatoxo, and un¬ 
justly detained in breach of the capitulatios, should 
be sent l^ck, he would in concert with the allies 
make arrangements for the oommoncemeDt of nego¬ 
tiation. Two of these prisoners Tippoo now deter¬ 
mined to employ as instroments of a new appeal to 
the governor-general. Lieutenants Chalmers and 
I^oah were unexpectedly summoned to an andaence 

ths p«ttAh, and. wu of miuh emaher di&Masiotis than that oiea- 
iioaed ia the text. 
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0 / the Sultan, and on their attondanee ’wore in* chap. xt7. 
farmed that they were about to be released.* After 
commuiucating thia welcome intelligenoo, Tippoo 
inquired if the former officer were not related to 
Lord Gorawallifi ? Beceivisg an answer in the ne- 
gativo, he then asked if he were not on officer of 
high rank? Lientenant Chalmers haviDg disclaimed 
this snpposed ground of InBoonce with the British 
commander-in-chief, Tippoo next inquired whether 
the emancipated prisoner, on his return, would hove 
any personal intercourse with the gOTemor-goncrol t 
and haring learned that he exj>eeted to bo admitted 
to an mteuriew, the Sultan requested that he would 
take charge of letters making orertures of peace, 
and lend his aid towards attaining the object. The 
chaige was accompanied by a present to the officer 
receiring it of two shawls sod fire hundred rupees, 
and a promise that tbo baggage of both himself and 
his companion should be sent after them. Lieu¬ 
tenant Chalmers undertook to gratify the Sultan’s 
wishes by the delivery of the letters; but at the 
same time warned him, that beyond this it might 
not be in his power to promote his views. 

In the cozzunnnication thus transmitted, Tippoo, 
with his hahitual disregard of truth, asserted that the 
terms of the capltnlatlon at Coimbatore bad been 
misr^resented—that Eummer-oo-Deen did not en- 


* Tbe topuset md pvt of tho HP07A taken at Coimbatore 
baviDg been confined in petWb, had prerionaly obt^ned theh 
libertf tiiroxigb ^ soecoM of the Bhtiih anny in that quarter. 
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CHAP. siv. gage po^itirelj fbi' tUo liberty of g&rriaoia, but 
only pronusod to rocoauneud it. The counterpart 
of the erttclee of capitulation, signed and scaled by 
Summer-oo^Dean, bad been retained by lientenaut 
Cbalmen; and had be been able to pcoduce this 
\^th the letters of which ho was the bea^, tbo 
voracity of Tippoo would bavo required no further 
illnslration. Bat the Sultan was too toiidor of his 
reputation to ei^poae it to such hazard; and boforo 
the EngiJah officer was permitted to dc]>art, ho 
was forcibly dispossessed of the dooumont wliicli 
would have furnished so uusoasonablo a commeutAry 
on the letters, Lieutenant Chalmers, however, was 
able to speak to its contents, and to tho manner in 
which it had paasod out of his keeping» but not¬ 
withstanding this—notwithstanding tliat tho demand 
for the Burronder of the prisoners taken at Coimba¬ 
tore bad been but partially complied with, Lord 
ComwaUis, with that degree of*modoretLon wlilch 
verges on weakness, if it do not actually pass the 
line of s^aiatioD, yielded to the Sultan’s, request, 
and consented to admit his vakaele to oonfhr with 
those of tho allied MxOy. 

Coin<»dent with the p4ol£c missiou to tlie English 
camp of Liou tenants Chalmors and Nash, Tippoo 
was propaiing another of a very different character. 
His object was the death of the English commander- 
in-chief ; and on an expedition directed to this pur¬ 
pose, a select body of horse moved on the ssmo day 
on which the two British officers were relesded, and 
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crossed the river at Ajikery. The movemeiit Tvaa chap. xtt. 
observed, but do particular importance was attached 
to it. The following day was employed by the de> 
tachod party of the enemy ia collecting information. 

Ou the third day tbeii' advanced guard interposed 
itsoir between the camp of Nizam Ail and that of 
tim English, not unobserved, bat without exciting 
suspidoD, the intmders being mistaken for a party 
of Kixam Ali’s horse* So sircJlar wore they to that 
body in ap^icaranoe, that they were allowed, without 
intermptiou, to advance to the British park of artil* 
lory. Arrived there, they carelessly asked of some 
natives in attendance on the guns, which was the 
tent of the hum Baib—the principal comnmnder. 

Even yet no suspicion was exdted, but tho queation 
was misapprehended. The inquiry was supposed to 
apply to the tent of Colonel Duf^ the commandant 
of the artillery, which was, without hesitation, pointed 
out. The horsemen then suddenly drew their swords 
and galloped towards the tent which they supposed 
to be that of Lord Cornwallis, cutting down the few 
persons whom they met ou their way; but before 
they reached the tent towards which they were 
foriously riding, their ardour reedved a check. On 
the alarm Of thdr approach, a small body of sepoys 
turned out, whose fire soop changed the course of 
the horsemen, and sent them towards the hills in 
flight, at the same headlong ^ed with which they 
were previonsly rnahhig to the tent of Colonel Duif. 

Altliough, from the mistake that hod occurred, Lord 
Cora Wallis bad been in no danger, this attempt was 
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CHAP. XIV. jtistly tlioiight to call for some additional precautions 
for securing: the safety of Lis person." 

Willie tbe army of Lord CornvaUu was engaged 
in preparing for the siege of Seringapattun, it was 
joined by that of Gonoral Abercromby. That officer, 
on the farmer retreat of tlio gfovomogeneral from 
befoio Tippoo’s capital, liad, in conformity with Lis 
ordeia, witlnlrawn his army to Malabar. Ho had 
liiroself proceeded to Bombay, wliere his duties as 
governor required his preseuce; but returning to 
Telicherry after a short absence, witb anew batter¬ 
ing train, a supply of ammunition and stores, and a 
body of recruits, the army of Bombay therenpon 
quitted its cantonments and re-ossemblod at Ca- 
nanore. Its aubsequont march lying through a 
mountainous country, the transport of the ortillory 
stores was attended with great difficulty; but it 
A, D. 1792. sunnounted, when, late in January, Gone* 

ral Abercromby received orders from Lord Corn¬ 
wallis to loave his battering train and advance with 

* Ab attempc igaiiut tbft ponoa of l^rd ConiwBllis bflon 
made by thm hoTBomea near Btagalore, hot it vu dio oud n- 
fiult of intozinejoQ. Tbe oCt&ok neotloned in the text wu pre- 
raeditnted with greet enre. end though k bee beea eeid that m 
*H{a oceaeion too the were under the indueaca of bug, 

the aeeertion is diaorodited by Coionel Wilke. That officer epeaka 
of thia and tbs fonner attack as attoxnpts at aaaauinatioo. Major 
Dirom, ia speakiogof the later attack, usee the same term, But 
this view of tbe tmnaaction appears unwarranted. AaaaeauiaUon 
was with T^ppoo on ordioory uuDuouat of effecting bis purpoeea; 
but an a tt ac k by a body of armed men upon the peraoa a£ the 
general of a lioataie army, made trith no ordiniry boldnesa and 
involviag gmet peraonol danger, aoema not to deserve to be etlg* 
madzed sa ad attempt at asMaabation. 
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Uis field ftrtilldiy onlj. The heavy^ guns and stores chap. xjt. 
were accordingly sent back to the top of a ghaut ~ 
which the army bad just descended, and there placed 
in batteries ereetod for the defence of the pass. On 
the 11th ef Febroary General Abercromby cre^d iuD. ina. 
the Cauvery about thirty miles above Seringapat^ 
and after meeting with some annoyance from the 
enemy’s cavidry, who took part of his baggage, joined 
Lord Cornwallis on tiia Idth. 

The vakeels of Tippco had arrived, in accordance 
with the permission given by Lord Cornwallis, and 
the process of nego^tion was carried on simnlta- 
, neously with the most vigorous preparation on one 
aide for the proseoudon of the siege—on the other, 
for the defence of Seringapatam. The fort was of 
a triangular figure, covered by branches of the river 
on its two largest rides. The third ride, which was 
towards the island, was covered by strong outwmks. 

Two broad and mossy ramparts, the second at a con- 
eidemble distance within the first, and both having 
good fionk defences, a deep ditch with draw-bridges, 
and various advantages derived irimi the skill of Tip- 
poo’s European servants in the modem priuoiples of 
.fortifioarion, enhanced the difficulty of approa(di on 
this side. Notwithstanding these ciicurcsCanoes, it 
was, m the firdt mstance, selected as the point for 
the mala attack, and the ground of the choice ap¬ 
pears to have been an expectation that, as there were 
no impediments but those of art to encounter, the 
superiority of the British troops and artillery would 
secure success. More careful observation led to 
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CHiiP. xiT. the adoption of a different plan, the cbac^ being 
accelerated inteUlgence and suggestions from 
Tippoo’s European servants—were now quite oa 
reedy to exercise their sldU and knowledge for bis 
destmetiou as they bad previously been aesiduoue in 
using thorn Ibrbia dofenoo-^md it was lesolvod to 
make the principaJ attack across tbo river against 
the north side of the fort. Tbo ourtain thoro was 
peroaptibly weak, and by extending oloso to tlie 
book of the river, left no room fbr ontworks. Tbo 
ilai£'9e&ncea were few, and of little 'raluo—tbo 
ditch excavated fVom the rock was stated to be 
inconsiderable, and was moreover dry. The stone 
glacis built into the river was in two places imp or* 
^t. The walla, it was concludod, miglit bo trenched 
to the fcuudations, and the probable oJfoct would bo 
the filling np the greater part of the ditch. Tbo 
main objeotion wae the intervention of the rivor: 
bat this was not thought sufficient to couuterbaloueo 
the advantages of the plan. 

The works constructed by the English advanced 
with great rapidity and great secrecy. When their 
design became folly visible, Tippoo, despairing of 
success in the endeavour to r^el the invaders by 
the fire of the fort, attempted to distress them by 
turning the water from a large by which the 
English camp was principally supplied. The attempt 
was discovered in time to prevent ito completion, 
and the small damage which had been done to the 
hank of the canal was speedily repaired. On the 
A.if. 1792. Si^nd of February, General Aberoromhy advanced 
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hia posts for the purpose of eidiz^ iit the operstioas chap. xjt. 
of the alogie. On the s&me daj Tippoo m&de a new 
eHoH to drive the Esgllshp^te to a greater distance 
£ri>m his capita}, hot was defeated. Through twd 
succeeding days the besiegers ateadiiy proceeded 
with their propaiations; in fonr days more it was 
expected that two breaching batteri^ one of twenty, 
tho other of twelve guns, would be ready to opeo, 
together with an enfilading batteiy of at least ten 
pioces. These woie to be aaaisted by a eioss fire from 
the island, but more eepeclally from tho redoubt fo> 
morly called the Sultan’s, bnt which bad most pro> 
perly received from the English the name of Sibald's 
redoubt, in honour of the hiave oiBcer who f^l while 
commanding the gallant band who so nobly defended 
it. Colonel Duff bad his park fiiUy provided and 
.arranged. Even fuinaces had been prepared for 
heating shot, and from the combustible nature of the 
materials of which many of the buildings within the 
fort were composed, it was antiedpatod that the fire 
of the batterlse would not long be opened before the 
place against which it was directed would be wrapt in 
ilames. To add to the embarrassments of the enemy, 

Puiseram Bbow, with the Mahmtta army and Ob¬ 
tain Lfttle’s brigade of English sepoys, was now 
proaching, as was Ms^oi Cuppage, with a force from 
Coimbatore. While the allied armiee were thus ooa* 
centrati:^ tbeii force aronnd Tippoo’s capital, they 
were exempted from the dtfhcolty which had for> 
merly driven Lord Cornwallis &om before Seringa- 
patam when victory seemed to be wicbin his leach; 
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CE&p. xjv, supply of proTisioiu was abuudant. Such was 
the cofiditicu of armies of Che alliOB'^umeious* 
well appointed and well supplied, the thunder of 
tbeu* ORDjion was ab^ut to be poured upon a fort, 
the lost hope of the enemy, within whi^ sate the 
prince whose figgroealoiis had brought to his gates as 
a foe the head of the Eaglieli goveinmont of India, 
bound by the most Impeiative iustnictious to pre¬ 
serve peace if practicable, and disposod by Ills own 
wishes to maintain the same course. On tho head 
of the man who had so wantonly protected tho 
calamitice of war was the storm now approaching 
about to burst. The English army almost looked 
Qpon themselves os iu posseseion of Soxingapatam, 
A.D. 1703. when, on the 24th of February, orders wero sent t^i 
iho trenohes tlmt tho working should bo discoji- 
tinued, and ail hostile demonstrations ceaso. TLo 
orders were rooeiTed with that fooling wldoh accom¬ 
panies the hearing of any sudden and inexplicable 
communication. It was at drst supposed that tliei’e 
must have been some mistake—but it was soon as¬ 
certained that this belief bad no foundation. The 
orders became mtelligible when it was known that, 
after several days' conference between the agents of 
the respective goTcroments, those of tho oUles had do- 
livered their ultimatum—that the conditions therein 
laid down had been assented to by the Sultan, and 
the preliminaries signed. The discussion had been 
brought to a concladon on the 22nd, and Uie de¬ 
mands of the allies forthwith submitted to Tippoo. 
They were embodied in £ve artiolegto the following 
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effect;—Fint, that oue>ha]f of fho domidons of chap. xtt. 
whidi Tippoo was m possession before the war 
should be ceded to tbo allies from the countries ad¬ 
jacent to theirs; secondJj, that Tippoo should paj 
three croree and thirty lacs of rupees, one*balf im- 
mediatoly, and the remainder by three instabnents, 
at intervals not exceeding four months each, Six 
crores bad bean originally demanded; but the Sul¬ 
tan’s vakeels denied the ability of tl\eir master to ’ 
pay more than the sum finally agreed upon, and 
ofihred to confirm tbeir denial by the solemnity of 
an oath. A^r the tonder of such a proof of th^r 
veracity, who could disbelieve them? Lord Corn- 
wallia, It would seem, did not. The third article 
stipulated that all prisoners taken 17 the four 
povors—the English, the ^fiaam, the Mabrattas, 
and Tippoo^-'^m the time of Hyder All, should be 
restored; the fourth, that two of Tippoo’s sons 
should bo given as hosti^es for the due perform¬ 
ance of the treaty; and the fifth provided that 
when the hostages should arrive in the camp with 
tlio articles of the treaty, under the seal of the Siri* 
tan, a counterpart sboald be sent from the three 
poweia, hostilities sbonld entirely cease, and the 
terms of a treaty of alliance and peipetu^ friend¬ 
ship should be agreed upon. 

On reading these articles, Tippoo assembled his 
principal officer in the great mosque, and having 
laid before them the Koran, adjured them by its 
contents to answer sincerely the question be was 
about to propose to them. Having read the arti* 
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COAP. xiT. des, he edd, ” You b&Te heard conditioos of 
pOBce—you have now to tear and anffvrer my quos- 
tioo. Shall it he peace or war The asBemhlago 
thus appealed to were loud and nueiurooufl ia pro* 
feesionA of dopo^on to tbdr eoYereign, and of their 
readhleee to lay dowu their llvoe in defence of Uls 
person and capital; but they woro equally unaui* 
mous in declaring—aofteuingi however, tike ropul* 
dve tiiith BO as to rondor it not quite unlit to roaoli 
tho ears of an oriontal deqjot> hut still witliout 
disguisag it—that the troops wwe altogether dis¬ 
pirited, and that no confidence could be placed in 
thorn. The reod to which the hist sinking hopoa 
of Tippoo clung was now broken, The meu who 
never bcfoio had Tontarod to intrude upon tlic royal 
oar any unwelcome sound, now daiod to apeak tliut 
which was true in preference to that whicli was 
{^eeoble. The CKtvomity of danger had mado 
them rioceie, and for once thoir master had rocoivod 
counsel that weis above suspldon. He felt that 11 
could not be disregarded. The aiticles wore signed 
and dispatched to Lord Cornwallis, but indulgonoo 
was solicited with regard to that which stipulated 
for the transmission of the preliminaries by tlio 
youths who wei'e to be detained as hostagee, They 
were ?ot thus transmitted; a short delay was aakod 
to allow of due prepai'atlon for the departure of the 
priuces, and the governor-general, with a very laud¬ 
able feeling, granted it. 

The liberality of Lord ComwalltB was not met 
wi^ any indication of a similar nature on the part 
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of the enemy. Eten the stipulation for the imme- chap. xiv. 
diate cessation of hostilities, to which the SuJtan'a 
seal bad been affixed, was disregarded. Imznedi* 
ately on reoeiTing the preliminaiies, Lord Corawallis 
had issued those orders for the cessation of all wa> 
like operations, which excited in bis army so much 
surprise, not unaccompanied by something of dee- 
pondenoy and somotblng of indignation. It was not 
without difficulty that the men could be restrained 
iVom proceeding with the works which they had 
anticipated were to put them in possession of Serin> 
gapatam, and enable them to effect the tiiumpbont 
delirerance of those rietime of Tippoo’s tyranny mid 
perfidy who still remained TVitbin his power. But 
disflipline prerailed^the wishes of the army were 
yielded to the demands of duty^^end all offousivo 
opexotions ceased. Not such was the conduct of 
Tippoo and his garrison. For several hours the fire 
of cannon from the fort, and of musketry from the 
advanced parties of the enemy, was kept up more 
vigorously than before; a British officer and several 
men were wounded in consequence of this audacious 
contempt of an engagement so recently conclnded. 

Most Just would the retribution have been, had 
the govemoT>general revoked his former orders, 
recommenced the construction of his abandoned 
works, and prosecuted the siege to the point when 
the possession of Tippoo’s coital should have been 
dedded hy the comparative valour or the cempaia- 
tive numbers of those who assailed and those who 
deferided it. Lord ComwallSs, however, contented 
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CBAP. XIV. hiZDSolf vith a eeriod of tbo oftrlicr of 

which produced no effect. It may be doubted whe¬ 
ther the latter were more efficacioue tlum thoeo 
which preceded them, or whetlior the dificoDtlnuanco 
of tho firing ia not attributabh to the infitronco of 
that caprice to which Tlppoo m6 eccustomod to 
Burrendor himself; but from eomo oauso tho firing 
came to an ond, and the irritation which it occo' 
aioQdd in ti)C minda of the British troopei who 
found thomsolvca pieced on unequal torma with tUo 
enemy, aulsided. On this instance of the Solten'e 
folly and perfidy the obeemrioi^ of hl&jor Birom 
deserve notice, from their justness and force. “ This 
extraordinary coudnot in the enemy,’’ aaye he, waa 
supposed in comp to arise from n mistake in tho 
valceela not havii;^ acquainted their master tliat 
hoarilities must cease: but the Sultan could not be 
ignorant of the arrioles he had signed and sealed 
the preceding night; nor was this any great testi¬ 
mony of the sincerity of his wishes to terminate tho 
war. Indeed, his conduct could bear no other con- 
gtructlon than an insoieut and revengeful bravado, 
to fire upon us when he could with impunity, and 
to impose upon the ignorant part'of his own sub¬ 
jects and our allies, and leave their minds impressed 
with an idea that bis superior fire (for we had 
<q>eDed no guns upon the fort) and his resolute de¬ 
fence bad been the means of his obtaining peace.” * 
A.©. i?w. On the 26th of Febnway, the fourth article of the 
preliminaries was carried into effect by the departure 

* M^or Dirom'e pnge 338. 
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of the host&g;6 princes Serlngspatstn to the chap. xit. 
British c&mp. The elder of the princoe i?ae &boat 
ten years of a^e; bis brother two years yoonger. 

Each was mounted ob an elephant richly capa- 
risoned, and their dresses glittered with numer¬ 
ous and yaluabld jewels. They were attended by 
tlio Mysoroan vakeels who had conducted the nego- 
tiatioBi several messengers mounted on camels, 
and seven atondard-boarora, carrying small green 
flags suspended from rochets, preceded the princes; 
a hmidred pikemen, with spears inlaid with silver, 
immediatoly followed them; and a guard of two 
hundred sepoys with a party of borse brought ap the 
rear. Great crowds were collected to witness the , 
scene, whether actuated by the desire of beholding an 
impoaing spectacle, or by some higher motive* The 
Sultan himself was on the rampart above the gate* 
way through which his sons passed. They departed 
under a salute from the fort; and as they approached 
the British camp, twenty-one discharges from its 
park of artillery greeted their coming, while the part 
of the British line which they passed was turned out 
to receive them. On arriving at the tents prepared 
for their receptaon, they were met by the governor- 
general’s agent Sir John Kenaway, and the vakeels 
of the NiWi and the Mahratta state. The gover¬ 
nor-general had proposed to meet them here; bnt at 
the express desire of Tippoo this mark of attention 
was omitted, and it was axranged that they should 
proceed to the British head-quarters. The proces- 
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CHAP. XIV. Mon accerdmgly advaucod, 'witb tlie addition ^lucli 
it had ;pecoiTod from the accession of the diplomatic 
agents of the allies and thdr attendants, and was 
met by Loid Corawalli^ accompanied by his staff 
and some of the chief offioera of the army, at the 
door of his lordship’s principal tent. On the princes 
alighting, the govemor-genend embraced them; and 
then extending to each one of bis Imuds, led thorn 
into the teot and seated them by his side. Tho 
doty of 7i|^xx)’s head vakeel, i«ho bad been placed 
in charge of the boys, tras noTV at an end; and ho 
signalized its conclu^ou by a graceful’appeal to the 
feelings of Lord Cornwallis. “ These children,'’ said 
, he, ** were this morning the sons of tho Sultan, my 
master; their situation is now obangod, and they 
most look up to your lordship os their fether.” Tho 
governor-general made an appropriate reply, assuring 
the vakoel, and the princes themselves, that all pos* 
Bible care would be taken for the protcctiou of their 
persons and the promotion of their happiness. The 
promise was reUgioualy iuldiled; and the transfer 
of the paternal duoaotar announced by tho vakcei 
‘I cessed,” so}? Colonel Wilks, ^ to be an Oriental 
image, if detenmned by tiie tefit of patem^ atten¬ 
tions.’* A strong interest for the captive youths was 
indeed prevaleut tlnoughout the British aimy; a 
feebng which, with regard to the younger, was in¬ 
creased by the affecting dvcumstanco of his mother 
haviug recently died from fright, occasioned by the 
attack on Tippoo’s lines. So fully was the Sultan 
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contented ’with the reception of his sons, tbat he chap. xi'p. 
ordered a royal salute to be fired in Ustiniony of hie ’ 

satisfaction. 

In partial payment of tlie sum stipulated by the 
preliminaries, a ci'ore of lopeea was forwarded by 
Tippoo to the British camp. The Talceels continued 
to meet for the amm^omeut of tho definitiTe treaty; 
but their progress ’was embairsssed by the usual 
arts of Indian negotiators. The ccsriona to bo made 
by Tippoo wore to be deteimiucd with refei'enco to 
revenue; but the Sultan's vaheels pretouded tbat 
the rerenue Accounts of many districts wore los^ 
and proposed to supply their place by statezneuts 
which, as might be eiqieoted, iuTariably over-rated 
the resources of the pro’rinoee to be surrendered, 
and uuder-'Toted those which were to be retained by 
their master. The vakeels of t)ie Nizam and the 
MaLrattas produced counter-statements, which in 
all piobabihty ’were not less unfairly exaggerated or 
diminished than those of Tippoo. This was not the 
only source of difierencc. The value of the Sult&u'a 
coins was fixed by public regulation; and it was 
not uoreoscnable to expect that> in the paymoats 
to be made by that prince to tho coufod orates, bhis 
valuation should be followed. TippoD*i * vakeel^ 
however; ^Bjzned that it was applicable only to tbe 
recoipt of money into the treasury; and that when 
issued from, thence, it was al^ys at a rata much 
more favourable to tho soveroign. This was pro¬ 
bably true; but the allies were not readily to be 
persuaded to receive payment at the rate at which 
VOL. n. 2 k 
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CBAP. xvf. the Sultan bad bean accustomed to lii^nidate the 
debts due irom him to his suligects. A middle couiFe 
‘was at length adopted; the Takoels of the allies 
agreed to diTide the di^ronce in their respective 
modes of estimating the value of the coIn8> and thus 
to allov to ^le Sultan one-lialf the advantage vhlch 
be obtained in dealing with thoso who could not 
resist bum A similar compromise was cfTccted with 
regard to the estimated value of tho different pro¬ 
vinces constituting his dominiooSi and the labours 
of the negotiators seemed in a fair w^ of coming 
to a speedy conclusion. * 

But a new difficulty arose. Among the cessions 
demanded on behalf of the allies was CooTg> a 
mountmous country of considerable extent, but 
yielding only a very modcrato tnbute. Tho people 
of Coorg were Hindoos, and in their habits not very 
dissimilar froai the Nairs of Malabar. Thoy were 
warlike, and averse to foreign dominion. They had, 
however, been subduod by Hyder .£li; and ^ough 
frapient insurreotions bad taken place, they were 
^edily suppressed, and the country contbued to 
be an appendage to the throne of Mysore. Tho 
Bajab, when a yonth, had been imprisoned by 
Tippoo; but eifecting bis escape, he succoedod in 
coliocting round him a band of followers, by wboae 
assistaDce be was enabled to assert his antbori^, 
and gradually to dispossess tho foreign population 
which, in conformity a frequent practice of tho 
bonae of Hyder All, bad been setded in the conn- 
tTyv Not satisfied with this measure of success, bo 
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retaliated oq Ids enemy by le^yiiig contrlbutionB on 
tbe territory adjoining his own £rontier> and by 
these predatory excursions be letiierdd tbe resources 
of a country exhausted by the oppression of foreign 
oonqnerors. On the commenooment of hostilities 
between the English and Tippoo, he gave posstige 
to tbe army of General Abcrciomby through his 
donunions, and greatly fedlltatod their operations 
by the supply of provisionSf the communication of 
intelligence, and the extension of every ^ecies of 
aid which he could command.* He had therefore 

* In iuppl^mg tbe nectintiee of hii protectors, tho Bajali 
never declined dchnr tronble or dnnger. An t^plicotion wu 
nude to bim for n supply Of gun*buUoeks. He answered, that 
tbe bullocks of Coorg were quite unfit for tbe puqjose, Hus 
nnewer was not the effect of coldness to the csuie of hii Mends, 
nor of any desire to evade (he request made to hin. It wu ia 
strict oceordAfioe with foot; tnd tbe Hejsk ImnodUtely under¬ 
took A tnoit bszardoQS expedition into Mysore to obtth for the 
EsgUab A supply of beasts Adapted to tbeir wanta from the stock 
of their eomxoon enemy, tbo Sultu. He aocceeded: and anbee* 
quently mnde other impdons with the some object, and with 
umilar auoceaf. His ehsrAcler was altogfetber exdvorihnary. aod 
was marked by n degree of romande generosity of nxe ooourrsnee 
noywhere, and moet rare nmong the gcueroJly cormpt. eSbmi- 
nate, asd perfidioua race of Eastern prinoos. At ths date of 
G«9erel Abstoromby’s passage through Coorg in 1701* tbe My- 
sesMAS had been dlapoassaaed of everj fort which they had Qocu- 
pied, exoept Mercan, which was closely inTeatod by the Coorga, 
and expected to sunesder within a very short period. IntoUi' 
genoe. however, was rec^ved of the epproaeh of a convoy of 
provisions, esoortod by a ooBsidgrable body of troops; but this 
force was attacked and defeated by the Rsgah, and being ol- 
tiro&tely swrounded, was left without the possibili^ cf eec^e. 
Tbe immediste surrender of Mercam was oonssque&tly antici¬ 
pated by tbe English general, who was gr^tly surprised to learn. 
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COAP. XIV. fl stroug claim to the protection of tbo Bntish go- 
Tonmxcnb, which conJd onl^ ef^tive]^ be ezortod hy 
the trondfor of bis tiihutaij dependence ^m Tip* 
poo to the powor whose interests the Coorg R&jah 
had 80 aealouslf promoted. Were he given up to 
the discretion of the Sultan of Mysore, no question 
could esist as to the uso which would bo made of 
the libeiiy. TUe hononr of the British govommciit 
seemed, therefore, mvolved in the assertion of tho 

fraa the ujtehigeDca whioK next reached bim, that tlio ccavoy 
bad beett aSowed to eater Meroan, aad the eKortU return la 
aafety. The obvioce ccnelueaco wasi that eacli an arraagemeot 
could only be the reeult of treeeherr* end ther the imoh wae 
bsagued with 7Hppoo agalnat those with whom be had hitherto 
been nedog. But hia conduct merited a more hvourablc inter* 
{ffetatjoui and auch on explesation of it w&a 'given aa latiaiicd 
the Bng^ authorities of bis aiocerity, however they night di^ 
approve of his ecti. The commander of the escort hadi during 
the lUjah'a ImprUonment. ebewn him son^e acts of kindness; 
and he’ had esttdilished a stiU higher olaim upon bU gntatude, by 
preserving the bononr of oae of hia deters, and restoring her to 
the proteodon cf her brother. The indulgence shewn by tbo 
prince was m aoknowlcdgment of thaa favoun. Even tbe Idlla- 
dar of Mercem, m compUjoeot to the officer in charge of the 
convoy, was perautted for a tune to remala free from aolestedon. 
With the aid of the English army tbo plane might We bean 
reduced immediately; bot the Rajah declined to receive it. Sdll, 
Merccuu was not to remain to the tunde of the enemy. An an* 
deratanding was established with the kiUadar, who wss enjoined to 
consume oU Ins provisions as fast as wss pnnticabla with a decent 
regsrd to appesraneoe. This belog accomplished, be was per¬ 
mitted to capitalste on terms; snd the romende fUjsh not only 
gave the officer and hia garrison ssfe coadocc to Senngapstara, 
but ptesesud thorn with a libers! donstfon of mo&ey. Tbe waUe 
of Mercami were toec rased to the grooni Ecstom romance 
scarcely presents any thing mon extioordinajy than these iaci* 
dents of Eastern history. 
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demftnd for tiie transfer of Coorg; but on the other chap, xit, 
h<m<l, AA that country was not pmperly a^jtoont to 
the territorios of any of the allied powers, the de¬ 
mand was not in strict accordance with the terms 
of the preliminaries.,* 

The rage of Tlppoo, on learning the demand 
made on behalf of the English, was unbounded. 

** To which of the English poss^iona,*' he asked, 

“ is Coorg adjacent 1 Why do they not ask for the 
key of Senogapataml” To these passionate in¬ 
quiries he added a declaration, that his enomies 
knew that ho would sooner have died in the breach 
than consent to the cession, and that they dared not 
bring it forwai’d till they had treuherously obtained 
possession of his children and treasure, It is cor- 
fjtin that the poasesaion of Coorg was most impor¬ 
tant to the English, as enabling them to hold 
Tippoo in check. For this reason, as well as in 
regard to* the just claims of the Rsjab upon their 
protection, it is deeply to be lamented that the 
preltnunarlos were not so fiamed as to aOow of 
the demand for its surrender without giving the 
Sultan even a colourable pretence for complaining 
of bad foith. The importance of Coorg, end.th^ 
serried of the Eajah, could scarcely have been 
overlooked when the preliminanes were drawn; 

If 6uob were the foot, the case was one of most 

* The article relation to the eea^on of territoy nc tfau >-t 
“ One^lialf of toe doainlcma of wJueh Tippoo Soltan waa ia poe* 
aesslon t^efore toe war to bo ceded to toe ^aa./rora iTta pwafrief 
Qd/acnt, occortKa^ to tAdr titvaiio».“ 
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CHAP. xiT. repiehensiblo cegU^doco. But the more pTobeble 
opinion seems to be, that from the treak anxietj 
of the gOTdmor-general for peace, it judged 
expedient to frame the prehminsfies in sui^ a man* 
ner ns to keep out of ught nnj point Iike] 3 r to be 
peculisrlj startling or disagreeable to the Sultan’s 
foelings. The result was, that the English were 
ultimately compelled either to assert n claim iu 
which their right was, to say the least, 8UB^)loioa8, 
or to abandon a meritorious supporter to the mercy 
of the tyrant of Mysore. 

In this choice of erils. the goyemor-genoral mado 
his election in fayonx of that which perhaps was, 
on tho whole, the less. He refosod to recede from 
the demand, ordered some guns wliich bad boon 
sent away to be brought back to the island and 
redoubts, and preparations recommenced for pro¬ 
secuting the siege. Tippoo, with equal vigour, 
began to prepare for deihnoe. Indeed be bad 
scarcely, if at all, disoontisned the work. Por 
some time after the cessation of all ootive labonrs 
on the part of the English, the stir of preparation 
was obserrable within the fort. This, being con¬ 
trary to the rules of an aimistioe and the custom of 
vai*, no less than to the conduct of the besiegers, 
was made the sutgect of remonstrance. Tippoo, in 
a tone of insolence thinly disguised under an ap¬ 
pearance of extreme humility, answered, that Lord 
Cornwallis must hare been misinformed; but for 
his lordship’s satisfaction, if he desired, one of the 
bastions sbcnlH be thrown down, that he might see 
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iato t&e fort. The unexpected demand of the oh&p. xrr. 
Coorg countiy formahed the Suitcn with a BufBcient 
excuse for pursuing his operations without disguise, 
and ho lost so time in availing hiznself of the op- 
portunitj. 

The ability of the English to carry on the siege 
was greatly uspairod by the delay which had tahon 
place. The greater part of the materials collected 
for the purpose bad become unfit for tisor and fresh 
Buppliee could be obtained only from a constderahlo 
distance and with considerable labour. The troncltes 
had sufibrcd much and required repair—and 

worse than oil, the army, especially the European 
part of it, by oonficemest to a fixed spot in an an- 
healthy dtuation during the most unhedthy season, 
had become greatly enfeebled by the encroachments 
of disease. So npidly was sickness extending, that 
there was some reason to fear that by the time 
the necessary preparations for assault were com- 
pleted, the requisite number of men for yaking 
the attempt, with a fair probability of success, 
would not remun efieotive. In other quarters 
there was ground for apprehension. Dii&renoes 
existed between the Nizam and the Mahratte allios 
of.the. British, and hot little leJiance could be 
placed on the fidelity of either, while Scindia was 
in motion wil^ views believed to be not friendly to 
British interests. Thus circumstanced, every hour 
of delay diminished the strength of the British 
army and increased its danger, while it enabled 
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cuAP. xrv. Tippoo to &dd something to the diMcolties mtlt 
'whlcli }t liod to contend. To gun time hj pro* 
tracted negotiation was oljvionaljtbe interest of the 
enemy, while to the English it was important to 
bring the point m dispute at once to a close. With 
a Tiew to expediting such a result, on the return of 
tlio ynkoeb with the report of Tippoo’s rofusal to 
nseent to the surrender of Coorg, tbo two hostage 
princea were apprixed that they must proparo to 
move the next morning towards Coromandel, and 
tb^r Mysorean guards wdre disarmed and placed 
under restraint. The youths, who were much af¬ 
fected by the intimation, were, in accordance with it, 
conducted to the rear of the army, but were there 
permitted to halt and await the result of a further 
attempt on the part of Tippoo’s vahoele to induce 
thoir master, as they emd, ** to hear reason.’’ Tlicso 
officers were demred to indinato that unless the eig- 
nature of the Sultan wore affixed without delay 
to a definitive treaty, based on the arraugementa 
concluded botween them and the vakeols of the 
allies, hostilities would he immediately resumed. 
Porseram Bhow had now arrived, and, according to 
Mahi’atta custom, felt litdo disposition to respect any 
Buq)en6ion of arms which interfered with the ac¬ 
quisition of plunder. His horsemen set vigorously 
to work, and carried off a number of camels and 
cattle heloi^ing to the enemy. Against this breach 
of the armistice Tippoo remonstrated, but it per¬ 
haps hod some effect in infiuencing his final deters. 


j 
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inm&tioo. After tarion^ excusee, the vakeels, on chap, jiv, 
the 18th of March, once more appeared ‘with the a. a irss. 
treatj duly ratified in triplicate, and on the follow¬ 
ing day it was formally presented to Lord Con- 
wallis by the entire sons of the Sultam 

The effect of this treaty was to hring the fiiontlor 
of the Mahrattaa to the river Toombuddra, which 
was their henndary abont thirteen years before; to 
restore to Nieam Ali his territorios noith of that 
liver, and the poascesion of.Kuipa on its south; 
while tbo English obtained Malabaiv Coorg, Dindigul, 
and Bdramalial, all of them cessions of consideiable 
importance in adding to the strength and compact- 
noss of the Company's tanltoriee; 

Still there is reason to lament that Tippoo Sultan 
should have been granted terms so ffivouiable. 

They were not such as might have hoen expected 
from the language held hy Lord Cornwallis pre¬ 
viously to the negotiatiou. He had declared that 
to allow Tippoo to retatn e-^en a considerable por¬ 
tion of his power and possessions at the conclusion 
of the wai^ would only, instead of real peace, give ns 
an armed truce, and that he would mnnodiately reject 
any proposal of that nature; yet Loi'd Cornwallis 
left' T^pob* in possession of a very con^derable por* 
tioD 'ef his former power and possessions. The go- 
vemor-gouerol, however, quaUfied the declaration 
above reforred to by adding, that if such concessioos 
wore offered as ‘would put it. out of the enemy^s 
jKiwor to disturb the peace of India in future, he 
would suffer no prospects, however brilliant, to post- 
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CHAP. xtT.poiie tie concluaion of a generaS peace.* Lord 
Oomvi^e, therefore, did not meditate tbo total 
amubilation of Tippoo'e power, but onJj Buci re¬ 
duction of it os would deprive him of the ability to 
do mifichief. Did he effect thie ? Did he insist on 
such terms aa put it out of Tippoo’s power to dis¬ 
turb the peace of India f In the progi^ess of thie 
nanative it will be seen that ho did not. Perhaps 
no more injudicious comae could have been token 
than that pumed by Lord GomwaUis. 

The homlUation and loss to which tbo Sultan was 
snbjectcd would naturally influenoe his previous 
feelings of enmity, and he was left with the means 
of gratifying those feelings. Whether Lord Com- 
wallie was swayed by deference to the proving 
pr^dioes in England, is oppodtiou to the dictates 
of bis own judgment, or wbother he participated in 
those prejudices, cannot be distinotly known. But 
whatever the motive, his choice was unfortunate. 
In defending it, he asserted that it would ho more 
beneiicial to the pnblio intereet than the captnre of 
Beringapatonii and that it would render &e final 
settlement with the allies more easy. The latter 
position it is di^nlt to underatmid. The former 
seems to confirm a report to which Sir Thomas 
Munio adverts, that Lord Cornwallis actually felt 
disinclined to effect the capture of Seringapatam, 
and had fte^entlj excl»med, ** What shall I do 
with this placer Sir Thomas Monroes comment 

* ThfiM vUvt were exproued hf Lori Cornmllu in liia oor* 
respondenec with the governinaat of Madras. 
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on tbia is replete with good eenee r “ I would hare chap, xiv, 
9aid» * Keep it, as the best barrier yo^x can have to 
your own coimtirioe.’”* The sdTice would have 
beea sound, but it would then have been rejected, 
becauBe not in accordance with the fashionable doo* 
trine of moderation; a doctrine not only sanctioned 
by the sui&age of public opinion, but solemnly in- 
corporeted into the provtsions of ths law. The 
necessity which Lord Cornwallis had ibtt for deviat¬ 
ing to a certain extent from the couise of policy laid 
down for him, may well be supposed to have in 
some degree alaimod the ohampions of the popular 
creed. But the shock was transient, and it was, with 
an extent of futh worthy of a better object, stall 
believed that the British government in India ooidd 
maintain itself exactly in the position in which it 
then existod, without either gaining or losing on inoh 
of territory or an atom of power. “ The Indian 
government in England,’’ says Sir John Malcolm, 

“ had seen (perhaps with regret) that events which 
they had no power of controlling had forced Lord 
Cornwallis to an actu^ departure from that pur¬ 
posed system of forbearance and neutrality which 
they had believed practicable, and which they had so 
earseetly recommended to bis attention; and that, 

* life. to!, i. pogo 191. Sir Thomas Mooro tdds eome re* 
nsriu, Bot Um tne tbsa Imljr. Everf thiog now is done 
by modmidon tnd condllAtioD. Ac this nCo. ve be tU 
Quakers is twenty yean nort. 1 an still of the old doetriaSi 
chat Che beat laethod of tsakiog all prinoes keep the peace. soC 
'excepting mn Tippoo, is to ">■!»» it dasgermis for them to dis* 

Curb your quiet.’' 
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CHAP. STv. ia opposition to tliose views whicU they bad taken of 
thoir interesta, their territories bad boen greatly in* 
oreaaed and their political rcUtiona much extended 
during bis adminiatratfon. The admlBsIon of that 
necessity which ^rced Lord Cornwallis into a course 
of measures so contrary to their wiabos and pollcyi 
does not appear to bave been followed by a conclu¬ 
sion tliat the same canaes might again produce tbo 
same effect; and a general impresaon would appear 
&t this period to Imve been received in England, 
that the exertions of that nobleman bad placed tbo 
af&irs of the Company on the true footing of aecu- 
rity and strength which had been ao long desired, 
and that nothing was reqaisito but mild, modeinto, 
and conclbatoty councils in the local antboritjee, to 
secure iUe lastiug tianquillity and prosperity of the 
British possessions In India.”* 

In Judging of tiro proceedings of Lord Cornwallis, 
due allowance should undoubtedly be made for the 
inffuence of the delnsWe state of feeling with regard 
to Indian affairs which was all but onivcieal in Bcg- 
land, and for the desire which the gOTemor-gecoral 
may be supposed to. have entertained to offer to 
that feeling as' little offence'es po^ble. But ono 
of tbo preliminary articles was so abomolessly and 
scandalously evaded; that no consideration of expe¬ 
diency ought to have been permitted to instrain the 
British government from sepreesing its indignation, 
and, if necessary, compeUinghy fbree the due execu- 

• * Sketch of the Polidcal Hulory of India, ed. 18J1, p&goa 
188, 284. 
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tioD' of the proYisioD thTU atrociously -violatod. It 
was provided that all prisoners from the time of 
Hydor All should l>o sot at liberty. Tippoo bad 
carried olf a groat number of prisoners from Coro* 
• mandel, whom he bad dotaiucd in violation of the 
tx-eaty of 1784, and who, notwithstanding the con* 
olurioQ of the subsequent tioaty, were unable to ;c* 
gain their liherty oxcept by stealth. * These porsous 
Aed in considerable numbers, and woro locoivcd by 
the English, but in a maunor whicli scomod as though 
they were aeJiamod of ]ierfoniiing this duty;* and 
no means wore adopted to ascertain bow many of 
these unhappy persons still remained within the ty- 
raot^s power. Some inquiry was made respecting tbo 
oiheers^nd soldiers token during the war, but with 
I'egard even to them the English authorities appear 
to have been satisfied with whatever explanation it 
pleased the vakeels of Tippoo to give, although there 
was strong ground for suspecting that in several in¬ 
stanced tbo missing parties had fallen victims to tbo 

* *' The ebameleu Infnrtioa of the treaty of 1784, with r^iud 
to the mhahitnnts of Coromandel, bed been daily ood ccnattnCly 
evinoed daring the frtiole period 8Dbse<|ueDt to ^ 6(h of February, 
lo wneequeoce of cochdestlaleommoiueation from tbew unhappy 
oapti?M, Colonel Staarb had latterly appointed the aouchera re* 
doubt for th^ resort by night; and it was an mterestiog spec> 
tnole at t^e dawn of every rnomiog to see its whole cuoiunferenoe 
aorrounded with men, women, and children, with tbelr cattle and 
efieots. who were passed over to the before brood daylight, 
and forwarded by Lord Oomwallis's orders by the first escort, ond 
withsuoh aid as they required; and, notwitbstndiog the &o> 
tiiity which hod thinned their niushers. meoy thouesnds were la 
this manner reatored to their native homes/'^Wilha's Hiatorica] 
Shetchea, vol. lii. pp. S4d, 250. 
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CHAT. xvr. Sultanas v^agemce. Some of tho foUowoi'6 of the 
EtkglkK camp ■who had been made prifionois teturned 
o^r A time, each mutilated of a band. Those un- 
foTtunate men were shewn to the vakeels, who said, 
that the; had boon caught plundering, and that the n 
barbarous punishment inflloted on them -was without 
the Sultan’s knowledgo. The ignorance of tho Sul¬ 
tan was indocd alwaj^a pleaded to exonerate him 
from responsibillt; for the cruolties exorcised under 
bis authorit;. He, it was said, did not sanction 
them, and could not inquire into all tho details of 
his government,* With such ready apologies as 
these the govemor-goneral was content. 

If, however, Lord Comwalljs failed in some points 
in which the national honour was matoriaily con¬ 
cerned, he manifested great personal disinterested¬ 
ness, by relinquishiug f^r the benefit of the anny 
his share of booty. The example wns followed hy 
General Modows; who, though he bad pio'^ed him¬ 
self unfit for the exeroise of on independent oom- 
mand of importance, <q>pears to have merited ^e 
character of a biaTe soldier end a generous mau.t 

* Mqor Dirob'i Kftnatin, ptget S3S. 286. 

Y Tb&C be vu free from profeauoiul jealoufj, ftad liCde mflu* 
enoed by either anbitibn or amico. is proved by the tsnzu in 
which be spoke of Lord Comwillii. whose preeeoee snpcrssded 
in the eomiDftBd, ud by the fact of his ha^g decUoed 
to sneceed tbst noblemu on his redrbg froa the govemsent of 
Bengal. TYa following passage from bis letter to the Court of 
Dlrtctore, on reedving this hoaonnbld offer, may attest Ui 
frenkiiese, gallantry, candour, and moderation. *'Tbongh the 
elements, more fiuthful*aUies to Ttppoo than utber the Nizam e 
troops or the Mahrattaa to va, hove obliged us to defter the ei^ ' 

i 



Ktmss EMri£E IK INDIA. 


fill 


As 80 on Qs tiio arTUigemeQU betvedv the beUi>' csat. xtv 
geronta coul^ be regarded as finally coocluded. Lord 
Cornwallis heeemo anxious to remove liis army vrith 
all pracUcable speed from the peatileutial ffpot which 
was rapidly consoming its strength. Tbe governor* 
general arrived at Madras late in May, and in Ben* 
gal la July following. After his departure fVom a.d. i7». 
Seilngapatam, Tippoo assembled the chiefe of his 
army and the heads of departments, and informed 
them, that the contribution of throe orores ajid 
tlxirty laos, by which he had purchased the absence 
of the invaders, must be provided for at the joint cost 
of himself the army, and the people at large.* His 

of SeriDgSpetam. I stall fiatt«r myislf it Ii ooly postponed, ud 
not put off firtber from Juse to Januuy j vhen. if bo doe* 
not moke a peace, whlob I take to be ao much the mtareet of clQ 
parties, the iou of Us capita}. 1 hope and evpeei, will be soon 
foDowed by the loee of hU klo^o. Lead ComwalHa, who sees 
every thing, who does every thing, and who la every thbg.'wi]}. 

1 hope, have the peace in such forwardness by yarnuoy, as to 
enable me to go hone with piuprle^. while he stays another year 
to complete the great and arduous undertaking he so hsppQy be* 
gnn. has so nobly oontiaued, andl have^no doobt will so perfectly 
conclude, to his own honour and your satisfaction. But should 
things take another tars, and there should not be peace, thoi^h 
Lbe^’lasre to decline gobg to Bengal after Janairy 17PS, 1 will 
nevv? qnlttiils eouatry till I have comiaanded the stomung-party 
at Sarii^patam, or nstil the war is over. When, after the 
handsome and independent fortune 1 shall have omde in your 
service (1 ibodt) gueu about forty thousand pounds, but I wQl 
tsU yon the nttennost frrthing tbe coomest Z know it), entirely 
by proper saving from your liberal sppoiotmssis. if yon ahull 
think * tbe labourer worthy of his hire,' I gbwll be most amply 
compensated." 

* Colonel Wilke's Skatebes, vol.iii, page £65. 
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CHAP. XIT. own share was, in the exercise of his royal grace 
~ and bcoigoityi fixed at ono crore and ten lace—one* 
third of the entire amonut. Sixty lace weivs to be 
furniabed by the army, as a nuzerona or ^ft—a 
donation bestowed' as freely and with tlie samo de¬ 
gree of good-wij) as was fhrmorly in England tho 
“benevolent^’* so called, in aid of the sovcrcign’e 
neces^ties. The remaining ono croio and sixty lacs 
were to be piovided by the dvQ ofiicois and the inba- 
bitacta generally. The mode of distributing thia last 
share of the burden was left to the heads of tUo 
civil departments, who pmdently endeuToured to 
^p^oTd tbomsolves os far oa possiblo fiom its pres¬ 
sure. The accounts, howoTor, were made up with 
oil the strictuess which was due to pnhlic docorum^ 
and to the characters of the responsible parties who 
exercised control over them. Each civil officer was 
debited with the sum wlue&b in Winces lie might be 
called upon to x>ay, and a con'ospouding entry of the 
dischar^ of the claim was mode with doe precision, 
Had the Sultan coudescended to examine those 
records, he must hate been delighted, not only by 
the Bocoracy with which they were made up, but 
by the eOTcre exactueas maintained by those who 
prepared them, in regard to their own contiibutions. 
Bat the boolcs were ihlso witnesses, and those by 
whom they wore compiled paid notlfing. Their 
shares were paid by an extra levy upon the inha¬ 
bitants of each district beyond the amount of the 
nominal assessment. There was one inconvenience 
. attending th^ ingenious opoioiion. The great men, 
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with ^hom it originated, could not conceal the pro* chap. 3Ci7. 
oe69 &om their official inferiors; the latter were uot 
to he persuaded that those ahoTo them possessed any 
exclusive claim to the exercise of fraud and ezto> 
tion—and it followed that, to secure impunity to 
thomselves, the higher officers were obliged to con* 
nivo at conduct similar to their own in evory person 
engaged in the coUeebion. It Is not difficult to 
coucoive what was tlie situation of a country thus 
plundoied at the discretion of ovory reroimo officer, 

•from tho chief who stood in the royal presence, to 
the lowest runner who convoyed to the inUerahle 
inhahitants the unwelcome order to deliver their ohe- 
risliod hoar{Js. Under such a system, it Is obviously 
imposrible to s^cert^ how much was extorted from 
the eutforing people; but it was genemlly believed 
that the sum far exceeded the whole amount which, 
according to the allotment mado by the Sultan, they 
were called upon to pay. Yet, at the end of several 
years, a balance of sixty lacs sUU stood on the books 
of the treasury against the country. Torture in its 
most horrible forms was resorted to; but from uttor 
destitution even tortuio could extort nothing; and 
that obstinate detenu motion, which in the East so 
often accompanies and fortifies the love of money, 
not nnfrequestly defied the infliction. Such are 
the ordinary incidents of native govenuneuts; and 
it must be remembered, that of such governments, 
that of Tippoo was by no means the worst. With 
regard to the ftdfllment of the pecuniary engage¬ 
ments of that prince with the allies, it will be 
VOL, ir. 2 L 
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ciTAP. XIV, sufficient, 'Without entering into dctaik, to etetc, 
that at the end of about two yeajs ita progress por*. 
mitted the restoration of the two hostage piinces 
to tbeir father, They were accompanied by Cap¬ 
tain Doveton; and Tippoo, in the exercbo of that 
hatred to the Engbeh which long indulgenco had ' 
rendered almost uncontiollable, healtated whothov 
ho should admit the British ofSoer to his proeonco. 
Tho question was submitted for the opinion of his 
councillors. They represented that the Sultan's 
refusal might exdte suspidon, and that the Englisli- 
man might be amused with professions of friendship, 
while “ whatever was in the heart might remain 
there.’' This sage and honest advice.the Sultan 
followed. Captain Doveton was received with great 
conrtesy, and personally surrendered liis charge to 
the Sultan. Tippoo exhibited no emotion on re¬ 
covering irom captivity two persona who might he 
suppceed so dear to him. His reception of them 
was &r 4oss warm and a^ctionate than that which 
they had met from Lord Cornwallis on being placed 
under his care. 

The war with T^poo was the great event of Lord 
Comwallia's adminiscrarion; and nothing of a similar 
nature occuned to deserve notice, except the cap¬ 
ture of tho Trench settlements in the year following 
that which bad terminated the disputes with Mysore. 
The French revohition bad lighted up the dames of 
war throughout Europe, and England had embarked 
in the struggle to chain the demon, wh^ avowed 
<)hjeot .was (he .destruction of ^ existing thrones, 
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isfitdtQtionfi, and forms of govemmast. The atten- crap. ziv. 
^n of the British goveroments in India was thus 
dirocted to the reduction of the poeseaeions of 
France in that country, and they foil almost with* 
out an eiTort to maintain theio. Lord Comwalljs 
hastened irom Bengal to undertake the command 
of an expedition against Fondioheny; hat no sucdi 
difficulties or lahcurs as were enccuntered by Sir 
Eyre Ccote fell to the Idt of the English wheu 
again the capital of the French poasesslons in ludia 
was summoned Co surondei. No protracted siege— 
no formidable array of lines and batteries were re¬ 
quired. Before the arrlYal of governor-general 
the place had ^Ided to a Britidi force tinder Colo¬ 
ns Bruthweite. This event took place in August, A.n. irss. 
I7d8i The redaction of the minor French scttle- 
mcnia was effected with equal ease and celerity; 
and again, as had happened thirty-two years before, 
not a staff throughout the wide expanse of India 
was surmounted by the French flag; nor did a 
French soldier remain in the oountiy, except as the 
servant of some native prince or the prisoner of the 
fiiitiah go^'dmment, 

' lA ttow remains only to advert to the ohasges 
efboted by Lord Coruw^dlis in the internal admiuis- 
trotton of the terntoHcs subject to the psaaidency 
of Bengal. It will'be recollected that the dewonoy 
or adminfstrataon of the revenue and dnancial depatt- 
meuts of the state had been bestowed-on the Bost- 
India Company by the Moguh and thi^ the power 
tied been formaJly assmned, although Uio condition 

2l2 
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CFiAP. MV. on which it waa granted was not implidtlj obaervod. 

From the •wcfiknoss of the native goteininente, the 
Nizamut, or remaining powera of the state, p&aaed 
at dret C0Ye7tl7, and afterwards 08 tensihl 7 , into the 
hands of tho English, who thns beoomo the solo rnlers 
of a veiy extenfilve and omine&tl 7 ilUgovomcd teiri- 
torj. In ail nativo states ahnse is tUo mlc, not the 
exception; and Bengal, under its later iiabol^, might 
be taken as a tTpe of fhe worst ordered. During 
the period of transition, when the old authorit 7 was 
rapid! 7 &lling into decay, and gathering round it 
tho ordinaiy concomitants of weakness, contempt, 
and opposition, while that which was supplanting it 
liad at yet neithor the physical power nor llie moral 
lespcct which are the growth of time—when uo one 
preciselyknew with whom auy particular portion of 
authority re&ded, nor in what manner the rights and 
duties of govemment were apportioned between the 
tottering, aioking musnnd of an indolent, effeminate, 
powerlees prince, and tho oounoil chamber of the 
stranger merchants whom the course of events had so 
wonderfully assodated with the destmes of Hindos* 
tan—when all was unsettled, indofioable, and preoa~ 
rious, the native policy, which presoribes that each 
man should secure to himself as large a portion as be 
can of the objects of human desire, without regard to 
the meauB employed or the personal claims of others, , 
received an extraordinary measure of acceleration 
and strength. The state of the country with regard 
to the two great branches of admiau'stration, revanne 
and law, was briefly hut'comprehensively described 
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in two Bhort ^m&ges of a letter addressed, diiriog cbab. xrr 
an early^ period of Haetirtge’s adralnistration, hj the 
president and coimoil of Bengal to the Court of 
Cirectora. With regard to rcTenue, it was observed 
that " tbo Nasixns exacted what they could from 
the semindan and great farmora of the revenue, 
whom they left at liberty to plunder all below, 
reserving to tbomselvee the prerogative of plunder¬ 
ing them in their tom whon they were supposod to 
have enriched themselves with tho epoils of tho 
country.^’ On tlie morality of this it is unnecessary 
to say a word; the misery engendered by it stands 
not in neod of illustratiozi; but the isfotnation 
with which avariee sought to gratify its insatiate 
appetite by plundering all within its range, though 
sure that nothing could be retainod-^hat equal 
avarice, armed with greater power, would compel a 
full surrender of tho fhiits of rapine, might oilbiHl 
opportunity for instructive remark were there place 
for it. Ail grades of revenue officers engaged in 
the work of plunder with an avidity which scorned 
h> imply a conviction that they were working for 
their own benefit; yet none but the highest wore 
able to keep what they gained. Such is the power 
of a pwsion which appears to defy not more the 
restraints of justice than the dictates of common 
sonao—snoh is a picture of society in on IndioQ 
state, where the exei'cage of extortion is univeioal, 
but the enjoyment of i£e profits confined to a select 
and powerful few—whew the plundoior of to-day is 
the victim of to-morrow—whei'o tlic minnv ojipres- 
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ciUP. XTV. SOI* plies his craf% bnt to eorloh his more (tigniflcd 
brothreQ> ftQd endoros a of anxiety and gnilt 
vithout recompense or alleviation. 

Wicli respect to the administratioti of jne^ce, 
the dtaation of Bengal at the period olkded to 
'fins not len -wretched than vfith regard to the ool- 
lecdon of the revenue. The govermnont reported 
that '' the regular conreo vae everj^hero suspended; 
hut oveiy man wroleed it who had the power of 
composing others to submit to his decisions.” What 
it was that^ in each a state of sooiet)^» every man who 
had power diipensdd to bis neighbours, may readily 
he imagined. It will not be suspected that it was 
either Justice or law. The admimstrator in this 
case, liko the revenue officer, had no object but to 
promote his own interest. '* Decisions,” like other 
commodities, were markotable, and, in conformity 
ttdth the custom of tmd^ wore sold to tho best 
bidder. Where any excoptlon occurred, the volun¬ 
teer adminiattator of what was called justdee was 
actuated by persona! motives of &vout or revenge. 
These enormous abuses were tolerated too long j but 
at length a movetneni was made for their suppres¬ 
sion, and, uoder the authority of iuBtructiona from 
home, Hestiugs exerted himself vigorously to intro^ 
duce improvement. A board of revenue was esta¬ 
blished at tbe capital; Buropeon coUeotora, with 
native aasistonts, were appointed in the provinoea ;* 

* European officen. caUed supertiaorb, bad, for several peon, 
been eUtuAed In tbeprovi&oea; but tbeir ptiunpa] ooapbymeGt 
bad been to oolleot iorormutioo, of wbloh tbe goreranttfit was 
greatly in oaed. 
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&nd cert^n aembers of the cotmcil were deputed cisap. xit. 
Co make circuita for the purpose of canjin^ the now 
uiangemeuta into oxecution. In the ^dicul de¬ 
partment, two principal courts, called the Sudder De- 
voimj AdawIuC and the Sudder Nizamut Adawlut, 
were created, and civil and oriminal courte of in* 
ferior juxudictioD were oatahllahed throughout Che 
provinoeg. Vorioue changes took place subsequently, 
some of them at a very early period ; hut these it 
would be impossible even to mention without ex¬ 
tending tlte notice of these transactions to an inoon- 
venient length. One of the znoat important moa- 
Buiee of Hastings’s government yas the ejecting a 
revenue settl^nent for 6ve years. Some excellent 
rules were at the same time propounded—It would 
be too muoh to say that they were enforced. Nus- 
zaia, or free giits, as they were called, were prohi¬ 
bited, and revenue officers were forbidden to hold 
iarms. At the expiration of the five years tho 
practice of annual settlement was agedn resorted to, 
and continued till the time of Lord Cornwallis. 

That nobleman, soon after undertaking the office 
of govemor-generol, was furnished with copious in* 
emotions from the Court of Directors on the inter* 

Did management of the country committed to his 
care. These instructions were marked by a decided 
leaning Cowards tho oloss of fimctlonaries called 
zemindars, the precise nature of whose connection 
with the land snd the people has afforded subject 
for muoh dispute. The court censured the employ¬ 
ment of ^rmers and persons having no permanent 
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cnAP. XIV. intereet in the land in pUco of tie xemindara; ad- 
verted to groat defalcations which had taken place; 
and otpressod their opinioti that the most prao* 
tioable method of avoiding such occurrences in fu¬ 
ture would be» to introduce a pemnnent settlement 
of the I'evenao on reasonahlo principles, sucli settle¬ 
ments to he made, in aJl practicable Instances, with 
the zemindar; and in cases whore he might bo in¬ 
capable of the trust, with a relation or agent of tho 
zomindar, in preferonco to a fanner. But though 
it was proposed that the aaseasmeut should be ulti¬ 
mately fixed in perpetuity, it was determined that 
at first the settlement should bo made for a term of 
years only; and in order, that the views of tho court 
might he csjricd into effect with precision, it was 
recommended that inquiry should be made into tho 
lights and privileges of the zomindars and other land¬ 
holders under the institutions of the Mogul or Hin¬ 
doo govenunenta, and the services thoy were bound 
to perform. The crowning measure of endowing ouy 
’))1an of settlement with perpetuity was reserved to 
the court. These instructions were issued in conse¬ 
quence of a dauso in an act of parli^ent passed a 
few years before,* by wbich the Court of Directors 
were required to give orders for redressing the 
. ' wrongs of “ rajahs, zemindars, pcljgars, talookdora, 
and other native landholders/' It is not unworthy 
of remark that the act only prescribes the establish¬ 
ment of permanent rules, for the regulation of tri¬ 
butes, rente, and serviocs; hut by the mode in which 
* 94 Oeo. d, cap. 86. 
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the TeqmBitioD was oarii^ oat in Bengal, the actxial chap. xip. 
amount of tribute or rout asseeeed upon the land 
was pennanentl; and unalcerablj fixed. This was 
obrioosly more than tho act demaiided.* 

* The eectieo of the eec refemd to rone thui And «horeu 
complainU hen jneraUed Chet dims njdu, zemifidars, jiolTgan, 
bilookdan, end ether ceiaTC leadhoidera within the Britiih terri* 
toriee in Indisi hese been ucjiutip deprircd of, or coznpcUsd to 
Bhftfldon or reUs^oishi their respect lands, juiiedictiODs, rights, 
aad priTlIegw, or that the trihutee, rente, or serroee, required to 
be by them pud or performed, for thoir reaiwctiTe possos&ens, to 
the said United Conpany, ore become 'grievoue and opprcaeivc; 
and whereas the pricciplee of justice, and the bonoor of this 
eoQOtiy, re^Qire tiiat such coaplaints abould be forthwith in- 
quired into and folly iomtigated, nod, If fomded In truth, efice* 

Cually redrewed i bo ft therefore enacted, that Che Ocort ofIhreC' 
tore of the aaid United Company ahall, they are hereby ne- 
Oordingly required fortinvith to take the aaid rnetters Into tbw 
aenouB eonaideratioa, and to ndopt, take, and pnisue, aueb me¬ 
thods for inquiciog into the caasoi, foundation, and troth, of the 
laid oomplainta. and for obCuDing a full and perfect knowledge 
of the anine, and of alt eireumstancee relating thereto, ai the aaid 
Court of Directors shell think boat adapted for that purpaac, and 
thereupos. occordiog to tl4 ciicumstoneea of the respective cases , * 
of tils said rajohii zemindan. polygsrs, talookdars. and oOier* 
native landholders, to give orders and instructions to the several 
govemmenU and presIdencieB in India, for cfTectDilly redrssaiiig, 
in such roinuer as shall be consistent with jnatico and the laws 
and enatoma of the cotmtry. nil injuries and wronga whfoh thi 
said fijnhs, sonindars. poly^tn, tolookdan, end other native 
landhcdden, may have anitained onjustly in the manner afora. 
aaid, end for setslisg and estabUshlng, upon prioeiples ef modem, 
tioa and justice, accarding to the laws and ecc«titutioQ of Toclia, 
the permanent ruin by which their nspectivs trlbotas, rents, and 
sfiiriees, shall be in future rendered and paid tc the said United 
Company, by the s^ rajahs, xealndacs, pelygars, tBlcokdan, and 
other native londbolders." l^e language of this section of the 
act indicatea a strikiDg want of acquaintance with tiio lUtc of 
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CHAP. xrv. If Ihd home goveniment construed somewlint 
liberallj the mtentiona of the Ic^Ul&tuTO, their 
govomox^geneiral wis not slow in imitnting tiielr 
example In his metliod of dealing with his inetruo 
tloDS. A settloment for ten years was made, pre¬ 
paratory to the irrovocahJd step which won to de¬ 
prive the gpvemtnent for ever of any ihture claim 
upon the land. In tho meantimo some inquiry was 
institntod; in ohedionce to tho corotnauds of tho 
oouit, into the rights and duties of tho zcmindara; 
but a very slight ezamination was sufficient to satisfy 
the govemogeneral. At tho threshold of the in¬ 
quiry lay the question—to whom did the property 
of the soil belong ? On this point different opinion 
have ever been maintained, and all of them with 
some degree of plausibility. By some it has been 
held that in India the land has always been regarded 
as the property of the sovoreign; by others, that in 
most puis of the country tho p^ons called zomin« 
dare are the lighthil proprlotors •, while by a third 
' party it has boon contended, that tho great tn^onfy 
of cultivator have a permanent interest in the soil, 
and that the zemindar was only the officer tbroogh 
whom in many cases the chdmd of government were 
settled. These thooretioal difibrenccs of opinion 
have given rise to othera of a practical character, 

India. 'Die nlea ^ ifhlcii Che c!aimi of tli( Company upon 
tbfi land v«re to be regulated an directed to be framed, not only 
>ritb regard to modemtioa and jnstiee, but with reepeot to the 
lave and coeatlTutioQ of India. What law of India was referred 
to? 'What moaning could be attached to the words '‘conatin* 
trm of India * * 

5 
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as to pwtiea to Ire lecsognieed hy govemmeot ceaf« xit. 
in \ojyitig its claims U|ion tbe baLd-^whethor & 
settlomect shouM be oifected witb a parson called a 
aemlndar, wbo is responsible for the whole assess* 
ment npou a given district, generally of considerable 
extent; with on assodataon of persons oocapjing 
l&Ddfi within a paftienlar locality, teimed a village, 
the Inbabitonts of which are connected by pecnliar 
uLstltutlons; or with the individual cnltlvators, 
known in the langoage of the country by the name 
of ryota. These three modes of settlement are re¬ 
spectively described as the zemindarj, the village, 
and the lyotwar systems; and the piwmed advan- 
tagea of each have been maintained with great zeal. 

But no di^renoe on this point embarrassed tbe 
govemmest of Lord ComwaUie. All the influential 
servanfe of the prcddency appear to have agreed 
with the govemoD'general in the preference ex¬ 
pressed by the home authorities for the zemindary 
system of settlement. On the right in the soil, tho 
same unanimity did not provail; hut the govemcr- 
goueral cut short all Inquiry by determining, cer¬ 
tainly with groat precipitancy, to recognize the right 
as raiding exclusively in the zomiudars. He not only 
af&Eined hla belief that it actually belonged to them, 
but dedared that if it did not, it would be necessary 
to confer it upon them, or upon some other peraons; 
as noUiing, in his judgment, would be more perni¬ 
cious tlLm to regard the right as appertaining to 
the state. Lord Cornwallis either entirely over¬ 
looked, or chose to appeal' Ignorant of, the poBsibility 
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CHAT. XTV. of otbor righta existing io cosnection with the land 
h^idco those of the goTernment &ud the zemindar. 
Mr. Shore,* an able civiJ servant, recommended 
cantion and farther inquiry; but the govomor- 
gonoral soemed to think that bis duty was not to 
inquire, but to act. The sanction of tho homo 
authorities fbr declaring poq)etua1 tho doconnial set* 
tlamant which had recently boon made was asked 
A.3 >.and obtained; and on the 22nd of Marcli, 1793» 
the assoasmonts made under that Bettloreent were 
aotboritatiTely proolaimed to be fixed fov oyer. 

In India the great source of goTeroment rovODUo 
U, and ever bos been, the land. If the state i>os< 
seas an exolusivo property in tho soil, it may obvi« 
ously demand all that a landlord may claim undor 
other circumstances, provided a necessity for levy¬ 
ing BO much e^ts. A landlord nay jnsriflably take 
as rent ^e full annual value of an estate, after 
deducting the expenses of cultivation and the ordi¬ 
nary profit upon his tenant’s ct^tal; tho state, how¬ 
ever, having no demand for money except ibr the 
public service, ought to take no more than may bo 
necessary for this purpose; but, if necessary, it may 
(if the only party having a right ki the land) toko a 
landlord’s shore. There is nothing extravagant fn 
reguTdiBg tho state as the oidgino! proprietor of the 
soil—in some countries oil the land is avowedly 
held under the crown—but it is corbiln that in 
India there are numerous rights connected with 
the land, of very ancient standing, and desei'vuig of 
* AAwwirde Lord TcignmouH]. 
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aU reepeot. Theso rights, however, do DOt mter- 
fere with tbo right of the state, whatew it msj 
be; and the latter must from necessity 
indefinite. A portion of the produce of the bod, 
or a money payment of a certain amount in plsdo 
of it, K assignod to do&ay the charges of the statb. 
Supposing it to be insufficient, what is to be done t 
Is the country to he overrun hy a foreign enemy, 
or sul^ectod to any other calamity, because the 
ordinary funds of the state ore exlianitecl, and no 
power exists of levying more ? Such a position is 
an absurdity. Tlis necessity of the state must be 
pQinmouDt to every other coualderatioD. Its right is 
illimitable—it rides over all other rights^ For the le» 
^slatnre of a country to set hoUnds to its own power 
of levying taxes, however great nay be the necessity 
for them, would be to decree that on the occurrence 
of any extraordinary circumstances of difficulty or 
danger the state shonld bo dissolved. Various pro* 
portions of the produce of the land have been referred 
to as the share of the sovereign nnder the Mahometan 
and Hindoo laws; but no one can suppose that the 
conduct of princes of either creed was ever governed 
by these rules. There can be no doubt that they took 
sHrat they chose, and in the majority of instances all 
that thsy could obtain. The Fuglish government 
was probably tho first that ever practically imposed a 
limit on Its demands, and undoubtedly the only cue 
that ever declared that such limit slmnld under no 
circumstances be exceeded. Whatever opinion may 
be entertained on the projiriety of such a limitation, 
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CHAP, xrp.it is cert^Q that tbe permasoct settlement of Lord 
“ Cornwallis was concluded under the inilaonoo of tm 
extraordinary degroo of Ignorance. Little was known 
of the tenure by which the lands were hold; little of 
the TarlouB rights connected with them; little of 
their pslue or their capability of improvement. The 
effects wore in many cases such as might have roa^ 
sonably heen expected^ though widely diffhront from 
those which Lord Cornwallis contemplated. 

The prorinces permanently sottled hero uudoubt* 
ediy pro^ered: being among the richest and most 
fertile portions of riie British doralnions in India, 
it most ho a perrerse system of government inde^ 
which could matori&ily check .thoir prosperity; 
hut a vast mass of inconveniouoo and suffering 
is directly traoeable to the haste with which 
the in^oriant measure of a pennanont settlement 
was carried out. The rights of horoditoiy oulriw 
ton were sacrifiedd. From the default of the 
aommdas^ iiom their incompetenoe, and from other ' 
causes, the office often became vested in the hands f 
of persons whose character or potion in society 
commanded no reepect, and who used it only as an 
instrument of extorffon. li^wsuits in consequkice 
of these ciTcnmstancee abonndod, and the privations 
and penalties which follow in the train of Utlga* 
tiou were frightfully muldpUed.* 


* The e?ila eruhg out of the penDenent MtdementbftTs 
noticed by mtnl eUe esd w^'infbmed wnt«». The httt ' 
Mui}uu of Hutisgs, In an elaborate aunnte notfdod by him u ’ 
goremor-gehenl, snd vAidi wUl he fomid in the Reveaue Ap* 
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Changes nfleoting minor branches of tlie rOTeniie chap. sjv;,. 
wero ma<!o hj Lord GomwaUis, but the land so iar 

pendixto E«portof theCoomuttee of Che HouM of CommoQ*. 
lSd 3 « M78 " Amoog tbe queitioni ooDDected widi the open* 

tion of oor tTeten of rerenue on the body of the people, cbonit 
A point ^riueh hu been u streugly and ao frequently foceed tipsi 
rae that Z oannot lafraw from Upng my eentimanU upon the 
vohieot befbm your honowable board. The aitoataon of the tO* 
hga propriatea in large eaCatea, in hniB and jaghfraa, ia aueh aa 
to call loudly for tiie npport of aome legialatiTC pnmaiou. Tbie 
is a queation arbiob haa not merely reference to the \ipper pro* 

Tineea s fbr vithia the circle of the perpetual aettlemeot, Cbe 
eitQBtiou of this unfortunate clasa » yet more desperate; and 
though thair oriea fbr redrem my hare been atified ni many 
dietriett by thor perceiving Chit oaifonu indispontioB Co aCtempC 
ralieriog them, vfaiob laaiiltB from the difficutty of the .operahon. 

Chair anfreringa hare not, on that eeconut, boA laaa lovta/' 

After adverting to nuffierona inatineoa. lui Icrdahip prooeeda^ 

The oanaa of thia ia to be traced to tba ineometDa« of the 
prin^le aaeumed at the tune of the perpetu^ KRleceoit, whan 
thoae with whom govemmut entered into eogagemanta were de« 
dared the aole proprieton of the aoU. The under proprieton ware 
ooQiidered to have no rights exc^t such ai might be conferred 
bypoMA Qeaae], and there ^wia no aecnrity fbr their obtaiidog 
these on reasonable terme, except an obvloualy emp^ icjuactioa 
on the zemindar amicably to adjust end conaolidata the amount 
of bla daima. It ia weD bnowa (and even if it were qneationahle, 
the practice of the pro^eee which have more lately fallen tmdar 
our dominion wonld act the doubt at rest), that the cultivating 
^proprietary ryota] were, by a ooatam more aaoisot; 
lhaitaUlaw, Atitled to a oertnin ahare of the produce of their 
tanda; and that the rest, whether ooUeoted by peigunnih semla* 
dace or by the oScera of government, vraa ooQeotad u the huk 
[tax or fee] of the drear. Thii iadefeaeible tight of &e oultiv&tisg 
proprietora to a fixed ahare was annihilated by our directing tiiat 
pottaha ahould be executed for a money parent, in which ell the 
o£ the zesnudars aboold be Tbe under pro* 

prietor was tiiua left to the mercy of the zemindar, to wboee demauda 
tbore were no preeenbed linute. Tba zemindai offered a pottch on 
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oiUF. X 2 F, trazuoQods in importance all other sources of income, 
tliot a particular refijrenoe to those of infehor value 

hii ova temt. 1/ the uador propri«or reflis«l it be vu qeeted, 
and the ooorts supported lihe c^eotmoot. If (be uader propriator 
eoDcevad tbot be oodd contest at lev Che procedure, a tegular euiti 
under all the duednatogei to which he U koowa Co 1>» exposed, 
vu bit oolf resonice; bat when, after ;ean of ooxlety and of 
e:qiaue. tbe cue wee at laic brought to a lieorhig, be loaC hie 
ctsUoa, bectuee ft waa prorod that the pottsh vu oflered and ro' 
ftieod, end there vu no criterion to vhidh be eoold refer ae a 
toeeas of proviag chat the rate was exorbitant, The fromen of the 
perpetool eetQemmt declared their ineoapetei]C 7 to fix an^ criCe* 
rim for tixs adjitebnent of kheee dftpetee. Tbe declonitiac etonde 
recindedia Qor legiilarive code, and to the preeeat day Cho oroft- 
bos not been eoppUed. Ibe eooMqosace of the omftiionin 
the firet inaCaace was a perpetual UcigattoB betveea Cbo eomin- 
dan end tbe under proprietors, the former offering pottahs on 
tbeir own terms, tho latter not hiring forgotten that they poa* 
adeeed righte ind^feodent of all pttrJie, end rcfiieiag denuuida 
tiiey uncofiaaonablfi, When, At last, the revenue o( 

^venucieBt wes.affwted by tbe oonfijsion which ensssd, without 
inquhiog into the root of the nvih the legislature contcatod iceelf 
viA'arming tboee who were under sugagements with the govern- 
menC wirir sddjtiooal powers, so as to enable them to realise their 
dlttsnds ia the first inateoce whether right or wrong; & prooe- 
dve which unavoidably led to atrane and, grievous oppreeNon 
■ * a * a* * * It hM been urgad, however, that 

though tbe .ligbtl'of lioA fopner cultivating proprloCore have been 
differed by the regidstioni tp paea atvay'Wh ^tienric:, still u the 
mm iodav and hie temcots hgIK neolpeoeal wants, tbw mutual 
neeeeritiea mnac drive them to «£ omioable aclJuctmefiC. The 
ndpodty ft not, however, so clear. The zemiador certainly 
monot do srithont tenants; but he wants them upon hft own 
terns, and ha knows tiiat if be can get rul of the hereditary pro¬ 
prietors who claim a right to terms iadepeodaBC of wlwt be may 
vouchsafe to give, be Will obtain tbe means of lubsCftntiDg men of 
bft own: and such ft the redundancy of the oultavating ^oss, 
Chat there will never be a diffioulcy of procuriog ryots to engage 
' on tenns oolfjus^ eufilAes^ to enebR bare suifiCcjiaiue Co tbe 
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may be spared. Somo notice, however, is de- caup. xrv, 
manded of the now machinery creoted for dis- 

engs^. If it wore the inteotioa of our reguUtio&i to dopnTo 
ervy cI mh but the lorgo proprietors who engaged vich gorers- 
mo&C of uy shore io die prultts of die load, that effect bu beea 
fuDy eecompbihed in Bcngtl. No compcnendoiv can now, be 
ma^ for tbo injusdeu done to tlioM who iiaod to en^oy e ehsre of 
tbstd profln under the law of Uto ompiro. and under iuednitiona 
anterior to ah rocord, for the transfer of tbeir property to the 
njahi<’' 

Colonel Ofihoway, writing upon diis subject, eaya i '* 1 liiTe 
already given Lord CornwsJlu credit for ble benevolent in tendons, 
jet ic must he admitted then appeare throughout the whole of 
his lordsbip'e measures a preupitanoj and a want of regord for 
ancient rights not Msy to bo accounted for. Thie is svident :a 
meet of hie minutes. I select tbo following perognph from that 
of the IStb of September, 1789. 'Aldiough, however, I am 
oat only of opinion that die sembdan havo tho best right, but 
from being pemieded that notlibg could be so rubcpue to the 
pnbUe btereat as that die land should be retained as the 
property of govennnent [never dreaming of the claim of the 
people], I am also connneed that, Csilmg the elaun of nght of 
the srmbdara, it would bo nocoaaary for the public good to grant 
a right of property in dM soil to tiiem, or to persou of other ds* 
seription. I think it nnneccasarj to enter into any diioussion of 
the grounds upon which tbeir right appears to be fouoded.* An 
avovsl such u tbia was eridBntly bayood the power of the go* 
Ternor-gcnarol. It wss evidently contrary to the law eaaoted by 
the Parliament of England. He waa not to ffrvt rights, but to 
cenjim them, and to protect tbs people in tbw rights existing, 
ft San therefore only bo isterpreted sa a proof that Ids lordsh^ 
did not intend that his benevolence should bo nstnined. Tbe 
aaencts adopted at that period have mora appearanceof 
those of a good and welUsieenifig person, accidentally placed at 
the head of a new nation, passing bis first acta of legislation, 
than of ooe diarged with tbe govemment of a people tiie very 
elaves of method, of nde. of babi^ and of their InatitatioiiB; whoee 
very foibles, ev^t absurdities, deserved considenrion, because to 
them they are neither fublei nor absordliies, but matters of 

701. ir. 2 U 
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CHAP. XIV. pensing dvii and cnznioal jaetioo. One of tUe 
most decided changes was the severance of judicial 

itaportuice. Hvw thenit ao bappcncd that their moat aacredi noit 
Talosblo rights should have hoeo thus hald as nothing, U indeed 
difficult to conoeiTe. It was a blamsablo neglect of the intemts 
of the people. The very first point to bo inquired into wu the 
clsim to the scdl, the right of property in wbieli wee to ho em- 
jffmed, not ^ruiiei. Mr. Grant argued in bvour of tbo right of 
govonuDODt; Mr. Shore, that of tho soaundar; Lord Oomwellis 
dcaplsu all right, and fairlp hTowa * that ho thmhe it unneeoassjy 
to enter into the dieoueaion of the right to Uio wU/ But the 
very first resolution of govermnent framed by Ids lordalup bound 
him to make this inquiry; for it says, ' resolved, that a now aet* 
tiement he made wi^d iha echtof preprittor* of tka soff,' & 0 . 
Now the Act of Peiliament of 17d4 completely recognizes the 
right of possession by tho peopls aocording to the law of Indk, 
and that tbrir tribute end rents should bo fixed agreeably to that 
law* Before this final limitation of tho rovenuo was made, how> 
ever, it might woO he supposed that those who did thus coostrsshly 
sot, had by Che moat painful examination, research, and investi* 
gatioui discovered data suAdent to enable them to moke i fair 
1 settlement for a limited tima No such tiling 1 Mr. Shore m* 

deed a^^cs this in the strongest terms. Ho says in his coinuto 
of June. 1789, ‘ We require first a knowledge of tbo rents paid by 
the ryots compared with the produce i 2 ad. of the coUootions of 
the zemindars, end of tiieir payments togovomnumt ( Srd, dotsUsd 
accounts of the alienated lands, showing tho quantity, the grantor, 
grantee, dates of grants, the oeoupant, to see how far resump' 

1 tioB can take place. 'AD the mattrial part of this information U 

^ wanting' i 11 Tho information they poiaessed wu not auffioient 

to vamne them in settling the duties of'a village. Gift 

knowledge of India was much too limited then, it ia so now, to 
foriuBh data for an sot so important. They knew not the n- 
sources of tlie country. Thty even discarded the docoiMots that 
were pressed upon them by the head record'keeper. at the time, Mr. 
Grant, who bad token great pains to exhibit tbs aouroes and the 
amount of revenue levied by our predseessory governments of the 
provinces, They did not even know to whom the lands or pnv 
perty boLoaged.''•^Observations on the Lsw. and Constitution. 
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antliority from that connected with the revenue, chap. xit. 
The power heretofore exercised by semuwlais was 

aod prosect OoTemment of Icilift, by Uenteout Colonel Gahowuy. 

2d< 1 oOit- 1633i pa^ 17Q to 177. 

Slr&dwutiCoIebrook (ac tdfocAto for a ponnaaect letdemenc), 
in a nioata recordod on tbe £oQgsl Coiwiltatioas, b /dy, 1830, 
aayai “Thoorron ofthepencaaontMtUemontioSeogBl weretvo* 
fold; fint, io tbc noridee of vrliat may l>o the y«o- 

mOAfy, by all vUUgo righta, whether of property or of oe- 

oopm loy, b the aQ.derounng recogoitum of the sambdai^s perma- 
noct property ic the smI ; aod secondly* m the caehfice of the 
poaaaotry hy one aweeping osactment, wtucb left the aoccundar 
to make bis settlemeot wUh tliem oo such terms u he might 
choose to rcqiuro. Gorenuaent bdeed reaetred to Itself the 
power of l^latbg m &vour of the tenents, but no auoh regola- 
tion has enr tahoo. place j on the ooctrary, arary eobssqoeat 
addCQnant bas been fotmdtd on the declared object of strengthec. 
ing the aambdar'a hayda.” 

Sir Cbsrlea Metcalf, b a minute, 7th Norember, 1880, wkwi 
the following ramvks The Becgal pemaDent settleoect 
was, b fact, die tmnafer of the ludowcera from the power of the 
gOTcmiDont to the power of perpetual fannsra* who, havii^ oo 
right a the b(^ duonMlrea* or whatever right they may have 
hod, if bey had any* have been preocieally enabled by that Mtela* 
nest* agednst its profisssad design, to destroy or Itopair the cighta 
of all landowDOB and lacdboldtn bcfaided within the large die- 
ttiets ecniigaed to those farmcra respectively." 

The ability and bfornation poasesaed by those from whoa the 
above opiohmi are qooted command for then rsspeotfol attention; 
but nob ojmuona bore not been reitnoted to bdividuale-^hey 
have been held and expressed by the two authorities to whom 
the legislature hae comnutUd the admiaistn^cn of the gevanu 
meat of bdia. In a letter addressed, b 1817, to the CbalimaiL 
and Deputy Cboirmaa of the Sast'ls^ Compesy, by Mr. Can> 
nbg, then PreMdent of the Doard ofCotaouamonera, the foUoiriag 
four results are stated as p^ta upon i^eh an Bgreament had 
been estahUahed between the court and the board* after long 
eoTTeepondenoe and diacuaBon lit. That the system of 1798, 

^ough originating b the most eoUghtened views end thrmost 

2m2 
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r.KKV XIV. taken away, and the European collectors were also 
deprived of tkeir judicial diaracter. For the ad- 

ten«voluiC modvcf, &nd tlio^h hating prodoced ooooklenUe 
good, hu oottrUieleu been itteodcd la tho ecnirse or it» apera- 
tioa with no smali portion of evil to tiio peojile for whoio bappU 
Dcso it was iotended. ^d. That toe aame tiowii ascl aotitoe 
which dictated too origiatd iatroduotten of too pomaaont settle* 
meat twesty^fito yoare ego, would not, after tlie expenonce 
vlucli hoe boon hod of it. juaUfy too ImjociHaie introducUoa of 
too nine system Into provincee for which & ayetem of rovonue 
fidministtatien bae yet to bo Kttlod. Srd. 'flint the ercattoii 
of an artiAdal of inteitDcdiata proprictore beterocn dko 
gotenunent and tbs eultitaten of too soil, where a of 
intaraediato proprietors does not exist in toe oslaTe inaUtuttons 
of the conntiy, would be highly inexpedient* 4to. That no eon- 
clnaire step oogbt to be dJicn towards a fmal aottlomcnt of 
the yet unsettled proviDcea until it have bean exiuaiaed,' 
end, if posaiblo. ascertained by diligent reecarcb and compoHson 
of collected testlmonlee, as weU as by accurate aurvey of toe lands 
to be settled, how far the principles of a system which would 
bring the government into imaediate contact with the great body 
of the people can be praccioably and uaofuUy applied to them.'’ 

Quotations bearing witness to the mass of abuse and wrong 
hihercDt in toe penaanent settlement of 1793 might be greatly 
multipHed. but the above may be deemed sufficient to aupport the 
assertions in the text. The didionity of ascertsiniag the vanoua 
rights connected with too land appears to have been toe cause 
which deterred Lord Comwalha undertadtisg the task. 
He felt that it must be a work of time, and his desire to oreate 
what he bcHored would be an independent landed aristoonoy 
woB tee powerful to brook delay. He preferred the saorifice of 
right to too mmtification of suffering e fevoinite project to ale^. 
The difficulty of oseartaming toe rights of parties, the probability 
that they vary in different distriote, end the readiness of the prin- 
dpal remindars to usurp the d^te of their Inferion, are pointed 
out in part of the exaiemadon of Ksnry St. George Tucker, £sq., 
before the Committee of the House of Commons, 1S32. In so* 
swo to a question, whether any detailed inquiry had been made 
In 1783. into the rights sod properties of hereditary oultivators ? 
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mmfBtratioD of ciTil juried the goTenio>geDei‘al ceap. zit 
and memhore of oocncil were to form one chief 

Mr. Tocker Lf it be lat«i<ied to (uk whether there wu a 

geskml pJMe^otion of righte, either iisdor the penoe&eBt ietde> 
dent or b 7 the rsgoktaoiu of 17$3» I ehoold uy that no iiioh 
eia3«fintio& wee attempted; for my belief U, that tbo peoeiotry 
wore upon e difEorant footiof in diArtnt prorinoes, end that 
it woidd have been ertrem^j diAenlt to have eecertuned 
preoUaly the ri^ta of ell pertieej tuder ueoge or otber- 
wiM. With reject to Bongel proper, we bore a tajiud and 
faeble psoaontry, end I aboold very much doubt whether this 
peesontry ever obtained what may be ri»i\pA rights of pro- 
perty in the land. When we ascend to the western prorinces. 
bfl^nnifigf with Behar and Benares, we find a difl^ot nee of 
men, a bolder and more sturdy peasanby, men who may bare 
Bts'ilred aomerighti in ^land: inpdntoffaot, tbs malic mo- 
odddnma and village eamindars of Bahar, Benaree, and the weatera 
proriaoes, bare, 1 believe, rights r sad m regard to Benarca, 1 
should say that those rights am rscogniaed by the rsguladoos of 
)7dA. The rsmiadar of Denaree for some time opposed the 
recognition of tbo rights of the riUnge zemindan zn that pro- 
vdaco when tiis permoaest eeulemeat was finfrundertakon by the 
late Mr. Bimcan; bnt he, the njah, afterwards wuved bis ob- 
Jeetion, and the aettlement woa finally made, with hie coccuTTence, 
witi) the rillsge semindars, lo the ceded and conguared pra- 
rincea, wbero I was employed for a short period, and where I was 
deputed id 1807 for tbs purpose of formiog a peraoDent Mttle. 
aent, one of ay great difficulties aross &om tbs ncoertalnty 
which appeared to me to aiiat with respect to landed tSDurae 
in that country. The superior landholder is tlaere dssignited 
iai&Cfidar, and tbere ware at the same tune under bhn vlllsga 
zemindars, who appeared to me to have eerUin rights in the land, 
although the revenue wsa paid generally through the talooledir or 
principal landholder.” So strong was tiio conviction of Mr. 

Thicker of the danger of sacrificing both private rights and public 
interests by a hasty and pramatore settlemeDt to he made once 
and for ever, that although himself a distingniahed advocate 
of prindple of a pensane&t settlementi he, together with 
his coUeegoe holding the same opinion, felt hound to repre- 
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CHAP. X17. conrt» called tlie Court of Suddcr Dcwauny Adawlut, 
which WAS to bcai* appealfl and control the exexclBO 

sent to the ^oyeromcat that it would not be expedicot theq to 
cany into effect the object which the oommlsdooera bed been 
deputed to eceoroplieb. These repreaentadone were received 
much io tho spirit in which the suggestions of Mr. Shore wen 
received by Lord Cornwell is. The gorornracot was well diejKwed 
to repeat the error of that Doblornao, eflcr e degree of exporkmoo 
wh:di dci^rlved thooi of all claim to benefit by the only oxcum 
which con bo offered for its first coimnission; but. happily, tlioy 
wore oremiled &Qm homo. 

The looxea of the misconception which preveilod witli n^erd 
to the nghts ettoehed to the lend was that wbicli has produced 
so nwch error and ic much mischief in other parts of the world 
as well as td Indift-^e confounding words with ^iags, sad the 
regarding muformity of nnmo as mdiealive of unifomuty of chn* 
racter or office. Tbts frequent mistake ia noticed in a diipa^ 
addressed by the Court of Directon to the government of Beognl, 
ted January, 1S29, in reforenoa to some transaetione hi tfae 
we a teru provinces. The conrt observe In Bngland there ore 
Boiaei which cany with them the idea of certain definite rights, 
iBore eipceieily ia the land. The terms freeholder, copyholder, 
leaseholder, denote persona to whom an aseertaioed amount of 
rigbii beloDgs ■, and are terme which may in general be safely 
taken as oridence of each rights. Zemindar, mocoddum, oal. 
guzar, and other ncmea, were found by our servants attaohsd to 
parties m lodia having rights in soil; and they applied to 
them the earns sort of constnetioo as that to which they were 
accustomed ia regard to the names in fiaglaod which do denote 
certain detemuBate rights in the lend. The consequences were 
very unhappy. Wherever they fonod pordea bearing any of the 
obove-mentiQoed names, they supposed them to he owners of a 
certain fixed amount of righto: and when they were called opon 
to make an award, they too ^queotly mode it in conformity with 
^ia antioipetioo: that Is.they ■— those aame names, zemindar, . 
moeoddum, end so on, as being in themselves conolnaiTe svideooe 
of the essteoce of certain i%ha, without seeking any further evi¬ 
dence OB the enbject, or maldog the proper investigafiion of the 
case ■, sad ia that maoner frequently awarded rights to parties which 
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of the power of the mferior coorta. No appeal chap. xtv . 
ooqM be made to the Court of Sudder Dewanny 

dii not belong to tbeoi, while the; neceMerilr bj the aot took 
twey from others the nghti which were truly theirs. Acaosg these 
propOMeaiiooe of the English fuootaoDexiea Done seem to h&vs 
zDC>re frcqaentiy led them into errors thiifi tbw free cooceptfons 
with Tdgacd to the porties who engsge with government for 
the rerentie peytble from uy portion of the land. In Bogknd, 
it generally happens that he who holde land unmedlately of the 
eoTsreign, and between whom and the soverdgo there is no m* 
tennediate holder, has tiie full property in the land; end where 
there axe otiiet parties who have an interest in foe same lend, it is 
an interest held of the first l)arty, and dependant npon his. The 
coQectore aoU judges under our govemments in India seem at 
first to have very generally proceeded upon a jdea with 

rospect to the party whom they found la the established prsctice 
gi^^gsgicg with government for the sssessment of the lands, 
whether of a village or amy greater exteat; that ia. they r^vrded 
him as proprietor of the loocls in thmr own sense of the word 
proprietor, and the btarait of all the other inhalntants aa in&lnded 
in his aH^eomptehsodiog interest, and dependant upon it.*' 

It is, pexhapa, the general opinion, that ws are alow in mtro' 
dumng improvement into our Indian pooessiotia. But the troth 
is, that in the iatroduotion of what has bean called, and was 
meant to be. improvement, we have often been coo precipitate. 

Some obsemciona of ^ Thomas Munro. in a mmute recorded 
on foe eonaultstions of the government of Madras. SlstBecombor, 

1824, aro on this aobjeot eotirely in p^c. He sayt-^" 7s are 
now masters of a vary excaoiive empire, and we should endaarour 
'4o sacore and improve it by a good ii^enial administration. Oor 
oxpsrieice is too short to judge what rules are best ealcuiotsd for 
tins purpoae. It is only witten the last thirty years foat we hove 
hero begun to acquire any pneticsl knewtedge; a longer peiiod * 
most probably elapse before' wa eon ascertain what U best. Such 
a period is os nothiog in the czisicoce of a people; lot we act os 
if this were as limited as the life of an individual. We proceed, 
in a country of whicli we imow little or notluDg, as if we knew 
ev e ry thing, and as if every thing most he done now and nothing 
could be dons hereafter, Wo feel our ignorance c£ Indian re¬ 
venue, and the di^eultics ariung from it; and inatend of seeking 
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CHAP. XIV. Adawlut unlees tUe sum in disputo amomited to 
one thousand rupees. The courts immediatoly under 

to remedy it by acquiring more knowledge, we eadeevour to get 
rid of die difficulty by predpltately mekmg peruuaent eettle* 
manta, wbiclv reliare oa from the troubleaomo teak of minute or 
eceunte iavoatig&rion, end which vn better adq^tod te perpetuate 
our ignoranee than to protect the people. Wo niuatuot be led 
awayby fandfol theories founded on European modcla, wbioh will 
ioeritably end in disappoiotment. We must sot too liasdly do* 
clan any rights permiamt, lest we give to one chkae what bolonga 
to another. We aiuat proceed potuntly; and as our ksowlcdgo 
of ^ maanen and euatoma of the people and the nature and 
nouxcee of the country isereasea, fnne gradually from the cxlst- 
iog mstiturioas aueb a syetem u inay sdvaAce the proaperi^ of 
the country and be aatiafaetory to the people. The knowledge 
noat necesaazy for tins end is that of the lauded property and ite 
aascaament: for die land ia not only the great souks of the public 
reTeane, but on its fair and moderate tMesaroent depend ibo ooin* 
fort and happincta of the people. ■ * • • • • 

Our great error in this country, during a long oouree of yoara, 
has been too much precipitation In attempting to better the con* 
dition of rim poopla, with hardly any Irnowbdge of the moons by 
which it WAS to be aecomplisbed> and indeed without seeming to 
think that any ether than good intentiona wore necessary. It is 
a dangerous system of goTenuneot, in a counby of wluch our 
knowledge is rery impesfect. to be coostantly urged by the desire 
of settling every thing permanosriy: to do every thing in a bnny. 
and in eousequanee vrpog; and, in onr seal for paaaansnoy, to 
put thn remedy out of our reach. in>e ruling rice of our govern¬ 
ment is innovation: and ita omovation bas been ao little guidod 
by a knowledge of the people, that though made sAtr what wu 
thought by us to be mature diacuaaio n , must appear to them 
* aa little better than the result of mtee caprice. Wa have, 
in our anaiety to make every thing as English as posriblc, in a 
country which reaemblea England in nothing, attempted Co create 
at once tbronghout azteoaive prorincet a load of landed property 
winch has never existed in them; and in the pureolt of thia ob¬ 
ject wo have relhiquiabed riie rights which the sovereign always 
possessed in the soQ; and we have in many oaoaa deprived the 
real 0W7»ra, the occupant ryota, of their propriomry rights, and 
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ttifi wore called provincial conrte, Like that above chap. xtv. 
them, they vero courts of reriaion and appeal with re- 
latiou to the courts below; bnt they were also, to a 
certain extent, courts of piimmy jurisdiction. In each 
of theeo courts wero to be three judges, chosen from 
among tho coveoanted servants of the Companj. 

Thoy wero ompowerod to try, in the first instance, 
such suite as eliould be transiDitted to tbom fox the 
puipodo by govornmmit or the Court of Sudder 
Dewanuy Adawlut, and to ca'dcr their decision in 
such coses to bo executed by judges of the ziUah 
or city courts; to roceivo original suits or complaints 
which any judge of the sUloh or city courts had 
rufuaed or neglected to entertain or proceed with, 
and to cause such judge to hear and dotormioo auch 
case; to receive petitioos respeotiDg matters de¬ 
pending in the courts bolow, and give directions 
thoroin to the judges in such courts; to receivo any 
charges which might bo preferred agiunst the ziUah 
or city judges for ooniiption, aud forward thorn to 
the Court of Sudder Dewonuy Adawlut, as well as to 
report to that court on any negligence or miscou- 
duct of such judges. Thoy wore also to hear appeals 
hom the ziUak coiirts If preferred within three 
months from the passing of the decree appealed 
against, or after that period, for sufficient reason. 

Whenever it should appear to a provincial court 


\ 



btetowed tb^si on zemiddars aacl otber Imagm&Tj lundlnrda. 
ChisgeB blc« the»e con nerer effect a perzctuient eettlcnuot in 
tmy ccuntry: they arc nther tg onsettle whafevoi w&a 

botbra deemed permaneat.'* 
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CHAP, XIV. that a scut liad uot been sufildently invesdgatod 
in the rillah court, they might either take such 
farther evidence as they might deem necessary, and 
give judgment thereon, or remit the suit book to 
the eilloh court irtth instruotlons. The deci^ons 
of the provinoiel courts were to he iuial for suma 
not exceeding one thousand rupees. 

Th^next doss of judicial estahlishmonts consisted 
of tho zillaJi (or district) and city civil courts, Over 
each of these a European judge presided. IIo was 
assisted by a register, also a European covenanted 
servant, and in some coses hy an assistant similarly 
qualihod. As all questions relating to sucocssion, 
inheritance, marriage, caste, and oil usages and in¬ 
stitutions of the like character, were to be decided by 
the Mahometan law with respect to Mahometans, and 
hy the Hindoo law with regard to Hindoos, each court 
was provided with a native oiheer of each persua¬ 
sion, presumed to be well versed in the principles of 
law as expounded in their respective croeds; these 
persons acting as assessors to the judge, who re¬ 
ceived their written opinions, and regulated his 
j udgment accordingly. The pleadings were directed 
to be in writing, and to consist of, first, a plaint; se¬ 
condly, on answer; thirdly, a reply; and fourthly, 
a rejoinder. If any thing material to the suit 
had been omitted, cither in tho plaint or answer, 
one supplemental pleading of each kind, but no 
more, was to be admitted. The pleadings might be 
written, at the option of the parties, either in Per¬ 
sian, Bengaleo, or Hindoostanee. Ther pleadings 
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beJng completed, the courts were to proceed to hear chap, xiv, 
etldcnco, either written or oral, and the latter waa 
to be reduced to writing in one of the languages 
prerioualy mentioned. The decree followed, and 
this It was proridod should contoin the name of 
over^ witness oscamined, the title of eveiy paper 
read, and a statement of the amount or value of the 
property in disi)uto» Those courts were empowered 
to tako cognizanco of all suits and compifunta re¬ 
specting the sucoosrion or right to real or pei'sonol 
proporty, land, ronta, revenues, dohts, accounts, con¬ 
tracts, marriage, caste, claims to damages for in¬ 
juries, and generally all suits of a civil nature, if the 
property sought to be recovered, or the defendant 
against whom the suit was brought, wore actually 
within the limits of the court’s jurisdiction. Those 
limits wore the same with tho boundaries of the zillali 
or city in which the courts might be established. 

The power of these courts extended to oil persona 
not British sutijectB, in the sense in which those 
words were then legally applied. European sohjeota 
of the King of Great Britain wore consequently ex¬ 
empted; but it was provided that none excepting 
afficere of the King’s or the Company’s army, or civil 
servants of the Company, should reside within tho 
jurisdiction of any rillah or ci^ court, at a greater 
distance than ten miles from Calcutta, without exe¬ 
cuting a bond rendering themselves amenable to the 
court for sums not exceeding live Unndred rupees. 

Exu^poan officers cf tho government, as well ns native 
officers, were also declared amenable to the courts 
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CHAF. xjy. for acts done in their official copaoity in breacli of 
“ the reffulatioufl or laws onaotod by the local goveru- 
ment. Xhoao regulations formod tho codo by which 
the dedsions of the courts woi’O to bo guided, save in 
cuos where the naUve law was permitted to oporato. 
Whore no spedfic rule might exist for thoir guid¬ 
ance, the judges were directod to act according to 
equity, juatico, aud g;oo<l conaoicnco. An appeal lay 
to the piOTlncial courts in all a\uU without oxcoji- 
tlon. 

To relieve tho sillah and oity courts from poii of 
the biisjness auppoaed, fnm the inferior valuo of tlie 
matter in dispute, to be of iuforior importanco, the 
legisters of those courts wore cmj>owcrod to hear 
and decide causes In which tho amount or value of 
the thing at issue did not cxceod two hundred ru¬ 
pees, liberty of appeal to tho comi to which the 
register was attached boing in all coses rcaorvod.* 

Still fiLrther to relieve the zillah and city courtSi 
as well as in tho expectation, which in other countries 
has been ao ofton hold out and so aoldom realizod, 
of bringing subetantial justice to every man^s door, 
inierior judioaturea were constituted, called courts of 
native commisslonere. Those commissioners, were 
to exercise tlieir fbnotions in throo dldbrent cha¬ 
racters : as auTneeos, or reforees; as afllia, or arbitra¬ 
tors ; and as moonai/rs, or jndgos exercising original 
jniisdlotion. Their authority was restricted to suits 

* It will b« r«oolldeted tbaX the cosstitutioa aod powers of tha 
courts are described u they were eat3d>)iahed by Lord Comwallle. 
They were sooa latqcoted to ccodificatioa. 
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m which the volne of the thiog: m litigation did not ciuy. xiv. 
escQod fifty rnpees. They were to b© nominated 
hy the judges of the zillah and city courts, and 
to he approved by the Court of Suddor Dewanny 
Adawint, To the latter court alone was given the 
power of removing t^em. The native commiesionexs 
woi'd to be sworn to the administration of their 
duties, and to be liable to prosecution for coirap- 
tion, or for oppressive and unwarranted acts of au¬ 
thority—an important pi^ovision in a countiy where 
judgment had hcen so long bought and sold. In 
their character of roforccs, the native cominisBionerB 
woro to try such causes as might bo remitted to 
them by the zillah courts, proceeding in the man¬ 
ner prescribed for the conduct of suits in those 
courts. As aibitintors, they might decide disputes 
not brought bcfoix) tlio court, pi'ovided the parties 
executed bonds, engaging to abide by the decision 
of the eommiBsioners, and to make the awaid a 
dccTOo of court. In no case were these commis- 
uonera to have the power of enforcing their own 
decrees. Monthly reports of causes decided, such 
reports being accompanied by all original docu¬ 
ments, were to be made Co the zillah court to which 
the commissioner was immediately subject, and that 
court was to enforce the decision reported, if not 
. appealed against within thirty days j the power of 
appeal being subject to no other limitation. 

In addition to the establishment of courts of 
various grades, and the distvihutlon of bnsmese 
among them, it was attempted to improve the cha- 
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CHAP. XTV, racter of the vakeels or agents who might be em» 
ployed in djem. Previoosly, all that a Boitop did 
not perfom inhis own person was committed eithw 
to somo servant or dependent, or to men who were 
ready to transact any budnoss for any person who 
wodd employ them, but who wore not rocogni^od 
by tlio courts, nor subject to auy rogulatioius. In 
the former caso, the suitor was reprosentod, and his 
interests maintained, by persona for the moat part 
entirely ignorant of law of any desmiption. Id the 
btter, the amount of the odTocdte’s knowledge 
seldom extended beyond a slight acquaintance with 
the ordinaiy forms of proceeding, and a familiarity 
with all the arts of chicane. It was proposed, there* 
fbre,to introduco a better class of vakools>by ensuring 
the pMsession of some measure of (pallfication for 
the office which they undertook, and by subjoctiog 
them to due oozitaN>l. The appointment of these 
officers was vested in theSudder Dewanny Adawlut. 
They were to be selected from the students in tbo 
Mahometan college at Calcutta and tho Hindoo 
college at Befuircs. If these establishmente were 
unable to supply the requisite uumbor, any natives 
of good oharooter and competent ability might be 
appointed. They were to be sworn to the due 
discharge of their dutiee, aud to be remunorated 
according to a regulate d table of fsee. A arntdl 
retaining fee woe to be paid on the engagement of 
the vakeel; bis subseqoent emoluments were d^ 
fbrred till the termination of the suit, when be was 
to receive a cornmisaion on the amount involved. 
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TETTing from fire per cent., upon the am&Uer sums, chap. xit. 
to oue-balf por oent.> upon those of larger aisount. 

Xliej^ wero liable to suspenaion hj the court in 
which they practised for promoting or encouraging 
litigious suits, ibi fraud, or ibr groas misbebariour of 
any kind. The suspension was to bo xuported to 
the Court of Sudder Devanny Adawlnt, by whom 
i^'Take^ might bo either doprired of hia privilege 
or fined. 

Such were the main provisions for the odmiuis* 
tration of civil justice. In one respect the task of 
Ic^slatiiig for tlio oxcndse of criminal judicature was 
less ombarraaaed by difficulty. There was little or 
no conflict of laws, criminal proceedings having been 
almost universally conducted on the principles of the 
law of Mshemet. The Koran was necessarily the 
chief authority; the sayings of the Prophet, stored up 
in tho memoiy of his followers and handed down by 
tradition—perhaps occasionally invented to answer 
existing omergencies—supplied some of the defi* 
deuces of the Koran, which were neither few nor 
unimportant; the opinions and judgments of learned 
Mahometans, cotemporaries with the Prophet, and 
who exgoyod the benefit of personal communication 
udth him, formed another resource; and lastly, came 
reports of decided cases by judges of later date, who 
had ventured to exercise their own judgment where 
that of their predecessors afforded no guide. The 
kw thus obtained was not of the best description, 
and its administration, it is unneoessory to say, wsa 
corrupt and venal. Hostings endeavoured to cor- 
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t^BAv X 17 . rect some of evils wbicb existed both in tbo lav 
and the judjfos. by subjecting both to the control 
of the British government. For eighteen months he 
personally oEorcised this control, hut at the end of 
that period, the numerous demands upon his 'time 
and attention tendered it impracticable to continue 
the labour which he liad imposod on himself, and 
the duty of watching and superintend mg the ad¬ 
ministration of criminal justioo once moie passed 
into Mahometan hands. Somo yeom afterwards, 
the principal European officers in the revenue and 
civil departments were invested with a portion of 
magisterial authority, hut the greater and more im¬ 
portant portion of the duties connected with the 
restraint and punishment of crime was vested in the 
Naib Nazim and bis subordinate officers. No further 
alteration was made till Lord Comwoliis sahmitted 
to bis council proposals for amending both the law 
and the oourts by which it was administered. Tho 
alterations proposod is the law were three;—First, 
that the criininaUty of homicide ^ould be judged of 
not by the weapon or means used, hut by the iuten«> 
tion of the slayer, however ^scoverable. By a 
variety of carious and mischievous distinctions were 
got rid of. The second proposal was, that tho heirs 
of a mnrdered pciuon should not be permitted to 
prevent the punishment of the murderer—aprivU 
lege which the Mahometan law allowed. The third 
suggested the abolition of tbe barbarous punishment 
of mutilation, which tbe light of Mecca also tolerated, 
tmd the substitution in its place of imprisonments 
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hajd labour, or pecuniary fine. Chrletiftn and Euro- chap. xit. 
poan feeling wero thus brought to tbe improremoat 
of tho code of M&homet in various important parti- 
oulan. Tho proposals of the govornor-gcnoml 'were 
adopted and emhodiod in regulations, which, how¬ 
ever, manifested a gingular'tenderness towards the 
^ Jaw which they wore designed to improve. The 
authority of that law was still recognized—the 
native ofHcor still expounded its decree fbr the in- 
fonoatioii of the European judge; but tlio latter 
was forbidden, in certain cases, to act upon the 
opinion thus given. Xf the law of Mahomet pro- 
soribed mutilation of person for ncy offenee, the 
officer declared that suoh was the will of tho Prophet; 
but the punishment was not inflicted. It was com¬ 
muted for a term of imprisoiiment, varying aocordiitg 
to the degree of severity maintained by the law which 
was thus superseded. The threatened mulct of two 
limbs suli^ectcd the convict to double the term of 
imprisonment iucorred by him whom the law of 
Mahomet would have deprived but of one. Again, 
in oases where the heir of a murdered poraon refused 
. . to prosecute, the zuttlve law officei' was to be called 
upon to state what would have been the decree of 
the law had tbe heir been of sterner mind, and then 
’' the same sentence was to be passed as thongb the 
right to prosecute had not been waived. Farther, 

', the rules of e’ridenoe, according to the Mahometan 
law, were not altogether such as the British govern- 
• menfc' approved. It did not, however, venture to 
intei^rsmth the integrity of tiro holy code—the 
fc' VOL. D. 2 N 
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CHAP. xrv. ralea “wero left to be stUl solemnly onnuclated by 
— tbe native edviser of the cotirt; but •where tho evi¬ 
dence of a witness was impugned by zeasoii of bis 
roligioD, the ofHoer was called upon to eay what •would 
have been the decree of the Uw had this defect not 
existed ^wliioli being done, eezxtenco was to bo 
passed preeisoly ns though It did not exist. 

To put ii\ motion this romarkablo combination of 
Mahometan and Europoan law, tlm moans resorted 
to were nearly tho same as those employed for oivil 
proceedings. The goTernor-general and oouneil 
formed a high court of revision and control, called 
the Sudder hlkamut Adawlut; the provincial courts 
were constitnted courts of circuit within their respec¬ 
tive localities, throughout which they wmo to make 
two gaol deliveries in each year ; the zillali and city 
judges were to he magistrates exercising the usual 
authority of the office, both in regard to preliminary 
proceedings in enmixud cases of importance and ia 
the cognizance and purusliment of petty ofPencoe. 

Zemindars, and persons of similar conation, had 
formerly been responsible for the peace of tire coun¬ 
try, and whatever of polico authority existed was 
exordaed by them. From these duties they were 
now relieved. Each zUlah was divided into polico 
jurisdictions, superintended by a darogah, a native 
officer, who was empowered to receive charges of 
criminal offences, and to remit the aeonsed to a ma¬ 
gistrate, talcing secuiity for tho appearance of the 
proseoutom and witnesses. The darogah was also 
authorized to apprehend •vagrants and suspicions per-. 
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sons. Tho viUa^ watchmen were declared suljeot 
to tlio ottlew of this fQnctionary» and were required 
to giyQ him all tho assisUince and information whloli 
they could afford. 

Tho above ^etoh of tho judicial arrangementa of 
Lord Comvallis rnay appoar to poseeea little either 
of iutorofit or insti'uction; hut some notice of them 
was callod for> Hist, hcoauso they wore tho earliest 
anangomentfl which could aspire to any higher cha¬ 
racter than tliat of temporary oxj«diont«; and, 
sooondly, bocause it is upon the improvomeut of the 
intemnl govomment of tho country that the reputa¬ 
tion of Lord Comwalljfi has, in a great degree, hoen 
rested. I^e eflhcts of the important revenue change 
efected under his admmjstration liave been briefly 
noticed; tho judicial changes could scarcely aggravate 
the evils jvQviously existing, but they had perhaps lit¬ 
tle eSoct in abating them. The amount of power was 
altogether unequal to tlie labour to be perfbnned— 
thenumber of Europeanfuuctionaries was too soiall^ 
in many coses thou* acquaintance with Indian chaiac- 
tor too limited to allow of their doing much good, 


whUe the native agents were often, it is to he feared, 
too corrupt to effect any thing hut evil, If it were an 
object of the change in the mode of administeriag 
' civil jusdeo to increase litigation, the plan certainly 
eucoeeded. Suits multiplied, till those who should 
have decided them looked at the dies of their 


courts in deepaar, convinced that the life of man 




was infiufBoient 
mass of arrears. 


to clear off the overwhelming 
Parties who felt Aggrieved, and 
2n2 
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Trho 9&SV tlifflusolvcd pnrtiaJly excluded from rodreea 
by ]aw, souglit it ill a more summary mcjinor, and 
broaches of tbo poaco fvom this cauBc were fit>* 
quent. It would be ui\)u8t bo ebaxgo tbe wliole 
ef these eTiie upon the judicial plaus of Lord Coru- 
waJiis. Is a countty which had long bocu witli* 
out any settled or woU*ordorcd judicial tribunals, 
wi'ougB would mul^i>]y» causes ef coni]dainb abound. 
If in connection witli this consideration I'oturoRCO 
be had to the love of litigation which feiins so pro 
zninent a part of the native chazaotor, it will bo seen 
thatthegovemor'goneialhad no cosy task to perform. 
His great error appears to havo been tliathe did not 
duly i^prcciato tho difRculty of tliat which ho mi* 
deitook to eiToot. Like most Indian reformers, ho 
expected to do at onco that which required a bug 
series of yean, and Uko most Indian rofonnei’s also, 
he evinced an unwise and unwavi'antablo disregard 
of native institutiona. His police arrangomeuta 
were tliought to be infoiinr to those which thoy super¬ 
seded, and in spite of all tho provision made either 
for the punishment or the prevention of oUenoes, 
crime continued to donri^ with a luxuriance which 
shewed at once how deeply it had struck its roots 
in the soil, and how Inadequate wero tho moans 
provided by the governor-general for its orodication. 
Year after year some ohaug;e was mmlo in tho system 
established by Lord Comwallis; cxporiment suc¬ 
ceeded ezpeiiment, each tending to confirm a truth 
of which European innovators have so often bemn 
forgetful, that it is imposaiUe by a s^ke of the 
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pcB to cliwiffo tho character of a people, or to ren¬ 
der olLlicr useful or popnlai’, institutions not fimed 
wifcli duo vegml to national hahits and peculiarities. 

Lord Comwallig did not return to Bengal after 
bis visit to Madras, undertaken a view of 
i^educing tlio French eottlomonts on tlie coast of 
Coroinondoi. lie quitted India in August, 1703, 
and wafl Hueceedod os govomor-goneriLl by Sir John 
Shore, a civil servant of the Company, wlio bad 
l)eou a niombor of comicil at Bengal, mid who, it 
will bo romombered, whou Uic permanent Retde- 
meut was in contoroplatiou, had offered some aug- 
gcBtlDns fbr securing tho rights of the inferior land- 
hoUioES, which Lord Cornwallis had disregarded. 
Sir John Shoin was not a man of brilliant abilitleci, 
bat liu o]\joycd, aud juetly, a high degieo of the 
confidonco of thoso whom he served. His reputa¬ 
tion for knowledge in matters of Indian revenue 
was groat, and lus upright and honouinble character 
universally admitted. 

The attention of the new govomor-genoral was 
eoon directed to tho circumstances and position of 
tho two powoia in concert with whom his prede- 
oessor had undcrtakcu the induction of Mysore. 
By the treaty coaolnded by the three powers—the 
English, the Nisam, and the Mahrattafr—previously 
to the eommoncoment of the war with Tippoo, it 
was provided, that if after the conclusioii of peace 
wirii that prince he should molest or attack; either 
of the contracting partiee, the others ahouid join to 
punish him i but tho mode and conditions of eftect- 


CHAP. XTV. 


A.D.ina. 


550 


HIOTORY OP TRE 


CRAP, xrv, ing thi« oli^ect were left for future aettloment. Ou 
the termination of the war, LorO Cornwallis hod 
proposed the leductioii of this conditiona] stipuln* 
tion into a formal treaty of guarantee; but he was 
desirous of clogging the ongagemont with a condi¬ 
tion which would witliout doubt hato loft either 
party at libor^ to evade the performance of tUe 
treaty, and witbout much danger of incurring tho 
imputation of bad fhith. If ono of tUo allies wore 
attacked, the others were not to be bound to render 
assistance until they were convinced that justice was 
on their side, and that ail measures of conciliation 
were ihiitloss; and, os no one cau estimate the do- 
greo of conviction which operates on the mind of 
viother, it must be obvious that such a tronty would 
have been to all practical purposes a nullity. If tho 
allies of the party attacked thought it their interest 
to assist their neighbour, they would assist him, and 
this might be relied upon without any treaty. If 
their interests melined thorn to take anothor course, 
they conld deny the justice of the cause of their 
ally, and refuse to aid him. Still Lord Cornwallis 
must not be too hastily blamed for insisting upon 
an article which would have had the eftbet of nen- 
tralizing the engagement into which it was intro¬ 
duced. One of the parties with whom ho had to 
deal was the Mohratta state, and Mahratta notiona 
of light snd wrong are endowed with snoh con¬ 
venient flexibility, that it is quite impossible te esti¬ 
mate, witii any approach to accuracy, ‘v^ther a 
positive engagement to defend them may lead. The 
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liAd Bomo demands for cheat, both on chap. sjv. 
Tijipon and the whioh they did not mean to 
abnjidoQ; and the proposal of Lord Cornwallis was 
mot by eountor proposale—the Mahratta chie& being 
ftiucjouH to obtiuD the ossietanco of the British to 
carry out thoii own yiows, but avoreo to any alliance 
wlucli should impose upon thorn a necesaity for 
poftou and moderation. Those pro]> 08 iLls wore dffi> 
tastufal alike to Iho Kiznm and the Bri^sh go- 
vununent, and tUo lattor, after somo protracted dis- 
ouBsioii, dosistod from piossing iho dEocutioc of any 
treaty wliatorer. Tho Nizam did not share in the 
roluotance of the Mahrattaa to execute the proposed 
treaty; Ids Intereata and his wishes disposed him to 
seek British protection, howeyor yague the condU 
tious on whioh it was to be rendereii Ho repre¬ 
sented that tlio fidluie of one of three parities to ful¬ 
fil its oogagomo&ts aflbidod no justification to the 
other two for tho nolatkui of theim, and he urged 
the conclusion of the projected treaty before tho de- 
parturo of Lord Cornwallis from Indio, but in 
That nobleman loft the rolations of the British go¬ 
vernment in this rospoot in a most nnsatisiactory 
state, tmd Sir John Shore had to contend with diffi¬ 
culties from which his predocessor seems to have been 
glad to oscape. 

The iong-iiupending storm at length burst The 
Mabrattas attacked the Nizam. According to exist¬ 
ing engagoments, the British were not required to 
take arms in this case; both parries were their 
allies, and though generally bound to aerist either 
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CUAP. xi7» agaiast Tippoo, tlicy were under no obligation to 
assist ono against the other. But Tippno woe about 
to Join tlio Mabrattos, and tho NiBom had therefore, 
to all appearance, a claim to call for tho asBietanco 
of hia Britiah allies. He did coll for it, but without 
sucoeaB. Sir John Slioi^o on Lhia occasion, vrliWo bo 
evinced no extraordinary aptitude for tho govern* 
mont of a gwat atato, diapiftyod atolont for cnsiiiatry 
which, if he had dorotod hunaolf to tho lognl pro* 
fcaaloD, muBt liave obtaiuod for him a liigli reputation 
in the amonce of special pleading. Ho dotermiuod, 
that the alliance being tripartite, the seoossion of 
one paity put an end to all obligations which it 
imposod upon the remaining two. Ho accordingly 
resolved to surrender the Nisom to tlio combined 
power of tho treacherous Mabrottas, with whom 
lidelity is a word destitute of meaning, and of 
Tippoo, infuriated hy recent degi'od&tioD, and bum* 
ing for revenge on those who had aided in aubjoot- 
ing h\Tn to it. The result, in one respoot, was loss 
disaatioua than might have been ontlcipatod. Tippoo 
was too much oconpiod at home to render active 
assistance to &e Mohrattos; but the latter were 
aniBciently strong without his aid to rednee the 
I^izam to purchase peace on ignominious terms. 
Such was the policy of Sir John Shoi'e—a man 
distinguished by many excellent qualities, but alto* 
gather ont of hU place in society os govemor*genoral 
of the British possesaious in India. He maintained 
an inseenre and unstable peace, and the price paid 
for the equivocal advantago was the lionour of the 
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country wUlcli ho roproseatod. ** It may appoai diffi¬ 
cult,” eaya Sir John Malcolm, " to fix the nature or 
oxtont of tho exortione which a state would be wor- 
rautcd in upon any occasion to maintain its 

reputation and charactor, because those are qualities 
of wliich tho ]>roci8e value can nevoi' bo ascertained; 
but llu> history of every nation in the univors© suf- 
fickmtly piovcs that they have always been most 
diorlnhod by elates winch were rising or in tho 
zonith of their power, and only uegl6ct<»l by those 
which were in thoir Ooclioo or on the eve of disso- 
lutiou. If tliie Y\i\o be just with regard to states in 
jj^cuoral, how much mote must it apply to that ex- 
tf/iordhuay empire which the British nation has 
founded in the East! Eor there can be no doubt 
that empire is held solely by opinion; or, in other 
words, by tliat respect and awe with which the 
compai'ctlvo superiority of our knowledge, jusdee, 
and system of rale have lospliod tho inhabitants of 
our own torritorlca; and that confidence in our 
truUi, reliance on our ibitb, and dread of our arms, 
which is impressed on ovory nation in India.”* 

The Nisam was greatly incensed by the conduct 
of the British government; and, on his return 
to Uydembad, be intimated a desire to dispense 
with tho serrices of two English battalions, which 
he subsidized, and which, being precluded from 
taking any part in the war with the Mahrattas, had 
been employed, while it continued, in mfuntaining 
tho internal tranquillity of the Nizam’s dominions. 

* 8kcuh of the Political History of Indui, pp. ICfi. 169. 
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CHAP. XIV. Tho efFdcto of tbc ulti'a-pacific poJicy of tke govor- 
aop-^ueml now began to appoaf. The Bnglisli corps, 
at tho reqaeat of the Nbsam, waa withdrawn, anil 
that prino^ with a view to supply their plooo, im- 
mediately applied bimself to inorooso and improvoa 
large body of regular mihntry, wlilch constituted the 
Toain strength of bis army, and was commanded by 
FrenoU ofHocre. Ills aitachmont to tlio Frendi was 
naturally strongtliencd by tUo hostile foolluga on- 
gendered by the defection of lus English ally, and 
the infiuence of the former power was ludod by con¬ 
stant and exaggerated statements of the wonderful 
progress of the French erms in Europe. Tho British 
resident endeavoured to impi’css tlie Nisam with 
a sense of the inexpediency of the course which 
he was pnrsuing, but without effect. What cSbot, 
indeed, could have been expected from suob repre¬ 
sentations under such eircumstances? The gover¬ 
nor-general himself addressed the but to no 

better prupose; and Sir John Shore now found that * 
the result of his policy had been to hand over tixe 
Kizam, his power and resources, fVom the English 
to the nation with which, in Europe, they wero 
waging a wax of unparalleled difficulty. Wbotover 
may be the faults of the French people, it is certain t 
timt indifieinuce to the power and glory of thoir 
oountiy is not among thorn. M. Raymond, who com¬ 
manded the force which lias bean refeiTod to, was in- 
defatigabJ© in labouring to increase tho influence of 
tho French in tho Deccan. His battalions carried the 
colours of the ivpublio one cud indivisible, and tho « 
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(X[y of liberty graced their buttons. A detachment ckap. m. 
’{vaB moved to Km'pa> near the BritiaU frontiers, and 
through the i^oncy of ite officers a mutiny was ex- 
L citod in a battalion of 6 e 2 >oyB on the Madras esta** 
bliabmont. A oorres^fondeace wes opened 'mth the 
French inTsonors at Pondidiorry, and no probable 
m'Rm ncgloctod of once more oetabllaluDg tho 
Frouol) iutoreet in India on tho ruins of that of the 
Kuglish. All nppeaiunces boded ill fbv tbo latter 
)K)Wori and a ensie was obvioiisly approaching when 
07CU tho argumentative dexterity of the governor- 
gonernl might be naoleas. It 'was averted by the 
occ.uriuuce of an events unexpected alike by the Nl- 
I by the party which had foolishly lost hie friend* 

ebfp» and by that which had succeeded them in pos* 

HOfttlou of it. Tins was a rebellion exoited by AH 
Jail, tlio Klzafti*9 son. Tho alarm this occosionedlod 
not only to the roual of the detachment from Kurpa 
to be omploycd in suppressing the rebelliozi> but to 
^ an earnest appeal for tho co*oporation of the English 
government for the same object. The goveroor- 
gcncml did not now hesitate. Assistance was 
promptly dis]>atcUc(h but before it reached the scene 
of action M. Raymond had put down the rebellion 
and tokon prisoner its author. All Jali released his 
fhthor from all fuiiber apprehension on his account, 
by taking poison. 

The judjcious improvement of the opportunity 
afforded for manifeeting a regard to the intorests of 
the Nisom was not without effect, and the English 
influoECO al tho court of Hyderabad might have been 
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cliA?. xr7. greatly strengthened, Imd not Sir John Sboro beou 
rondored luseneible to every other ooasi deration by 
his feiu of offending tho Mahiattos. Sonio Euglish 
adventurers were encouiDg:od to enter the Nisom’s 
servico, in the liopo that tlioy might ho uscM iu 
oonntoi*aQtiiig tho views of tho Fi'ouchj but tUo 
Bchome entirely foiled, aud tho British govern- 
mout derived from this project little of dthor credit 
or advantage. 

The progress of events, however, eonrinned to be 
rather beneficial to the interests of the Kizam, and 
not unfoTonrahlo to those of the English. The 
Eeifihwa, in whoso name scvoral chiofo had so long 
carried on their own plans of personal advantage and 
aggrandizement, terminated bis Hfo by an act of solf- 
destruction. A series of intrigues followed, in the 
course of which the Nizam had an opportunity of i*e- 
conunending himself to several of the parCice on- 
. gaged, and, in consequence, his principal minisUu', 
who had been given up as a hostage for tho per- 
foimance of some of tho diegmcoful conditions of the 
late peace, was set at liberty, and some territorial 
cessions extorted foom tho Nizam were relinquished. 
The poasioiis and divisions of the Itfahratta chieftains 
thus fuferposed in fevour of tho Nizam, wliora his 
British ally would have left to be crushed by the 
powerful and unprincipled confederacy to which 
they belonged. , 

a.D.1705. The year 1705 was marked by tho death of the 
notorious hfohomot Ali, and the question how the 
ofioirs of his ill*govorned dominions should in future 
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bo a<1raini6torod, gavo noo to a sharp dispnto between chap, m, 
tlio government of Modras, at the heed of ‘wbiob 
wtiB Lord lIobart> and the controUiQggOTemjnCTt of 
Bengal. Lord Hobart, without previous commimU 
oatioQ tho govomor-gODOral, proposed to the 
succcaRor of Maliomot Ali ibo cosaiou of certain ter* 
rllorice, with a view paitlj to the security of the 
Company’s claims, and partly to tho relief of the 
country &om tho frigUtfnl znass of oppression and 
abuse to which, under Mahomet AU, it had been 
Bubjcctod, Tho views of the govomment of Bengal 
wont further. They were desirous of obtaining tho 
cession of the whole of the Nabob’s territories.. 
ht ol^ect of tho two gOTemmeuts diiTared 
as to degree. But Lord Hobart was disposed 
to employ Boino degree of force to effect his objeotr 
while the govemmont of Bengal were determined 
to carry it by negotiation, or not at all. The 
details of the dispute would now possess little in¬ 
terest. It may suffice to say, that tho Nabob re¬ 
solutely refused to comply, and compliance was not 
enforced. The prcvmling abuses, therefore, not only 
continued but increased. It was indeed impossible 
fb; such a system to bo stationary. If not abolished, 
it would inevitably grow and extend itself. £very 
form of repine and extortion, every device by which 
nsuiy could het^ iuterest upon interest, every 
cruelty ly which avarice could reelize lie golden 
hopes was practised, till the wretched inhabitants 
might aim«t have rejoiced in the irruption of a 
powerful enemy, and hailed na a delivoier any in- 
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CHAP. XIV. vnder wbo would bavo relieved tbom from tlie weak, 
j>erfidiouB» and profligate govoromont by which tiioy 
were homo down. Tho Nabob assorted that ho was 
uQablo to yield that which the BHtiah govemmoDt 
ddinanded>~-that tbo host of nativoe and Europeans 
who becofited by the continuance of abirea wore 
too strong for him. Tlua, it will ho obvious, was 
an idle excuse. Altliough he could Imvo rflhctod 
nothing without tho aid of tho British govommont, 
he might with their support liavo rcHovod Uia do- 
tnlnlons from their oppreBsora •, but he disliked tho 
mode by which relief was to bo ohtainod, and would 
not purchase protection for his Rul>jcct9 nt Die cost 
of gratifying the British govoiTuuonfc, wJiicIi bo Ijatod. 

It wa£ natural, indeed, that ho Hliould bo roluctant 
to dispossess himsolf of power; but sovorclgnty in 
bis hands was but a nauio—power !io luul uono. Tlio 
usurers of Madras were masters alike of him and Itls 
8nl>jecte, and heavily did tho yoke press both on 
prince and poopJo. 

Tho samo year which prodneod this abortivo at¬ 
tempt to rescue some of tho most valunblo districts 
of the Carnatic from the mthless grasp of those by 
whom they wei'e desolated was signalized by tlio 
reduction of tbo Dutch sotclemonts m Bidia and tlio 
Indian sees—Ceylon, Malacca, Banda, Amboyr^ 
Cochin. All except tho last yielded after very slight 
1‘esistanco. 

It has heen seen that the policy of Sir John 
Shore was essentially quieacont. But bosidee the 
attack of tl>o Dutch aettloraents, tbo necessity for ' 
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whicli vfQd imposed upon tho Indian goTemment by chap. xit. 
tUo alUmxco of Holland with the reyolutionaiy miers — 
of France, two ovonte occurred in the northern ports 
of India wldch compelled tho governor-general to 
depart from liia ordinary plan of suffering a&hs to 
take thuir own ooana The first of them w&g the 
dOBtli of FyroolU Khan, tbo persevering KohUU. 
chfof, wiiDso rcsistanoo bad wearied the Visler into 
tho confirmation of liia ji^hirc, but whom Hastings 
cugagotl iu ooaeurt with that priuoo to diepossesa of 
luB territories, althongli it suhsoquently appeared 
tluLt ho bad no intontion of oanying his engagement 
into effhot,* Mahomed All, the eldest son of Py* 
vnoUa claimed to sucoeed his father, and his 
oiafm was enforced by tho Viaier, ae well as recog- 
fiiao<l by tho principal porsoos in the provinoe. His 
younger brother, Crbolam Mahomed, bowevar, an 
ambitious and imprincipled mao, raised a rebel¬ 
lion, made Mabomed Ali prisonor, and after a time 
mnrderod him. On tliese ovonte becoming known 
to the govenioi-general, he felt, as might have been 
oX}>octcd, thst tho honour of the British govern- 
jnent required the Intervention of their arma to 
suppress tlm robollion r^ed by Gholam Mahomed, 
and avoQg:e the treacherous murder of his brother. 

But the just indignation of Sir John Shore took a turn 
which, with reference to his mild and wniable oha- 
raoter, was truly wonderfoi He determined to punish, 
not only tho usurper, bat the entire femily which 
tlio culprit bad disgraced and hyured—the innocent 
* Seepage 319, eti«j. 
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CHAP, XIV. widi tho g^iilty—by confiicafimg tb© jagbiro granted 
to FyzooUa Khun, and traMforrmg tb© dletnota of 
wbicb ic consteted to the direct goverumeEt of the 
Tider. The justice of such a prooeeding it would 
bo diffcult to vmdicate, and it would bo not loss 
T&in to attezopt its doiuncd on the ground of^hU' 
manity. The dominiooe administered by Fyzoolla 
Khan were in Qk stato of prosper] ty» broa<lly and 
strongly contrasting with the condition, of tbo ill- 
goyenxed and miserable territories of the Vislor. to 
whose wretched sway the goTemor-general proposed 
to conumt thorn. The promptitude of Blf Roboit 
Aborcromby, tlie officer commanding thoBrltlsh force* 
in Oude, prevented the full execution of tliis notable 
plan. Bofoiu the anival of instructions from Cal- 
cuttSf bo bod maicbed with part of the army of tho 
Vizier against Che rebel ^of. A battle was fotight, 
in which tho usuiper was defeated. The Viziov 
benefited by the acquidtion of considerable trea¬ 
sure ; but a jsghhe was granted to the infant son of 
the chief who bad bccu so basely murdered. The 
rebel fratricide escaped with impunity. 

The other event which roused the governor-gene¬ 
ral to action was connected also with tbo affairs of 
A.ai7W. Oude. In 17^7 the Vizier Azoff-al-BowliiIi died. 

He was succeeded by lus leputed son, Vizior All, 
whose title, though impugned by tho voice of ru¬ 
mour, was recognised by Ute British government. 
The grounds on which this recognition w&a afforded # 
were the acknowledgmont of Vizier All os his son 
by AzofT-aJ-Dowlah, lui acknowlodgment corrobo- 
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rated by varioua acta and dedorationa, and believed cn-ir.xiv, 
to be valid according to Ibo Mahometan law j the ” 
acquicecence of the begnm; and the apparent general 
consent of (he inhabitanta of Lucknow. A rejtovt 
boatile to the claims of Yisier Ali had indeed 
roaciied tho govornor-geneml, and In tho same mi* 
onto fi'om which the ahovo reasons ore qaotod*—in 
the oamo paragiaph in which they appeared, and in 
tho V 017 no}^t sentence to Chat in which they Bxe enun¬ 
ciated, Sir John Shore speaks of its being tlie ‘‘popu¬ 
lar iblief”t that the birth of Viaer Ali was spurious. 

It is not easy to reconcile the facts of the popular 
belief being against his claim, and the govemor- 
*fl^jeBa 2 being aware that such was tbo cose, with 
tho apparent general consent of the inhabitants of 
Lucknow in his favour, alleged in the preceding 
sentence, injoetification of his recognition. 

Notwithstanding tho fbreo ascribed by the gover¬ 
nor-general to the reasons in favour of tho claim of 
Visier Ali, ho was not at ease; and he left C^cutta 
to proceed to Onde, not, as he says, with any view 
to an alteintion of tho succession, but under tlm 
impicsaou of a posubility " that the lopngnonoe of 
tho inhabitants of Oude to the title of Vi^r Ali 
might be such as to force upon” him “ tho fertUer 
consideration of it.” At Cswnpore he was met by 
the ministor of Oude, llussein Resa Khan; ai’id 
here, that which had been anticipated occorced. 

i * Keeordod 19th Jasuory. 1798. 

t In tlw wecfieOiog pen^pb tb« go?»Bor*g«ier*l refcrt t© 
it aa the univcrSAl bdisf and aMertion.'* 
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CHiP. xir. Tho consideration of the new Viaer^s title was 
"forced” upon the attention of Sir John Shore, the 
minister declaring, without reserye, that thei’e wa£ 
bat ono opinion on the subject, that opinion bein^; 
that the reigning; prince and all his reputed brothers 
were spuriona; and tliat Saadut All, tho brothor of 
the deceased Vizier, was the lawfhl successor to ill o 
musnud. 

The minister, who had been instrumental-in ele¬ 
vating Visier Ali to a place which ho now affirmed 
belonged to another, endeavoured to exous^ his 
conduct bj reference to the same circoznstffDO^ 
which the govemor-goneral pleaded in justiiicatioA 
of bis own. Saadut Ali, according to the report of 
this functionary, had bat few hearty supportcie. Ills 
estrome parsimony having rendered fiim unpopular, 
while the profosencss of Vizlor All had conciliated 
the soldiery, who were &r more readily influenced 
by tlie liberal dispensation of pay and gratuities than 
by any regard to tho lawful claims of Inheritance. 
Other information corroborated the report of the 
minister as to the Viaior Ali’s want of title, aud the 
govemoi^eneral resolved to prosecute inquiry,^ 
far as was practicable without ozdling auspiciou, as 
bo the birth of the reigning Vizlor, and hia bro- 
theie or reputed brothers, as well os Into the po¬ 
pular belief on the subject. Tlie result of his in¬ 
vestigation as to the former point went to osUblish i 
the following facts;—that the deceased prince was 
the father of two sons only, both of whom had died 
in infancy;—that ho had been in the habit of pur- 
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chftaiTig duldreB end their mothdrs, and that the orap. xjt. 
children thus acquired were, i& various instauces, 
acknowledged hy him, and brought up aa his own; 

^—tliat the mother of the reignlDg prince was a 
moDial eerveut of the lowest description, employed 
in tho house of ono of the Virier’s oEficors, at the 
monthly wages of four rupees ;—that she waa the 
imrent of tlu'co sons, of whom the eldest was 
purrJinsod by tho Vizier for ftye himdrod lujMsee, 
and received tho namo of Mahomed Ameer; the 
second, lc9K fbrhmatc, bocamc a menial servant; 
while tho third shared, and evensnrpassed, tlie good 
forUme of his elder brother, being in like manner 
hy Asoff-el-Dowlah for fire hundred 
nipoGR, endowed with the rtarne of Vizier Ali, ao- 
knowlcdgnd hy the prince os his son, and heir to 
hia dignity, and fimlly raised to the throne. It op- 
poarod that tho younger begum, tho wife of Azoff- 
ftl-Dowlaii, had invariably refused to sec Vizior Ali; 

—that liaving been requested hy tho Vizier to honour 
the nuptials of his heir, hy allowing him to he iniro- 
duced to hor on tlie occasion, she had declined with 
4HviUty; but at the same time declared to tho ofBcer 
who delivered tho message, that she would not dla* 
grace the dignity of her family hy admitting such a 
person as Vizier Ali into her presence. All cu’cum* 
stances seem to have combiued to discredit tho 
claim of Vizier Ali except one — the elder ho- 
gim, tho mother of the deceased prince, supported 
the person thus denounced ae an unjust pretcn> 
der to tho throne. This, howoveiv cannot bo rc- 
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CHAP. xiT. garded condnslTC. or OTOn strong eTideseo in liis 
fiivour, la tJie impnxo atmosphere of an oaatern 
court, regard to familj honour is often eaerifieed 
to penonal motlyes. 

The offoot produced on the mind of the gopcnior- 
genertd by the ovidenco “wliich he was able to col¬ 
lect, U thus stated by hirasolf i—“ Tlic roanlt of the 
whole, in my opinion, is tbia,—that Vizier All, aiul 
&li tho reputed sons of the deceased Nabob, aro uu- 
doabtedly sporious. The Impressons which I jn- 
ceived on this subject sioce my Inquiries coxmnonced 
are -very Cerent from those which I entertained in 
Calcutta. The parontags of Vizier AJj, as many 
of the persona to whom I have appealed obsorvo, is 
not considered as any matter of delicacy in Lnck- 
now. A supposition that he is the son of Azofl*- 
ai-DowIah would hare been treated with ridicule 
excepting by the partizans of the Nabob (Vizier AH), 
or those who benefit by his follies and extraragance \ 
and I could add many anecdotes to pmvc tliat Vizier 
AU has often,' previous to the death of Azcff-el- 
Dowlab, been reproached os the son of a fVausI). 
and that the Nabob frequently alluded to his base 
origin. His elevation to the musnnd was a matter of 
&atq>vi8e to persons of ah ranki^, oml was cvi^n s;^>okon 
of with contempt by tho mtivo troops at Cawnpopo.” 
After advbrting to certain motives for declining to 
enter into the invei^gatjon at an earlier pciiod, Sir 
John Shore continues:—"Fooling in nil its force 
the impression of the popular belief of the spu¬ 
rious birth of Vizier Ali, and aware of all tho conso- 
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<|ueaoe6 to our political reputatioa acd justice widdi chap. xtr. 
night rasult from the ackoQwIedgmoat of him as the 
eucceesoT of A^oiT-^-Do'wlah, I still was not author- 
isscil to make them the grounds of rejecting him, in op* 
position to Uio ackoowledgneut and declaradon of his 
presumed father; whilst I felt espial repugnance to 
lix obloquy on the reputadon of the deceased Nabob 
by wi Inqniiy diotatod by general rumours only. It 
is now no longer dulnons tlmt tho r^rugnanoe to the 
lubninaion of Vizier Ali*8 succession^ after an intomi 
of roiloetiou, 'wae general; that tho acknowledgment 
of it by tho Company excited smpnao and diBap> 
poiiitmeut; that it was esteemed both di^iaceful 
/ nothing but the support of the 

bcgnre and of the Company would have suppressed 
the cxprosaioji of that repug;DSiioe. That may now 
oxUt in a less degreo, hut tho disgrace attached to 
our decision sllU remains, 1 conclude with reimat- 
ing, tlsat Uio provniling opinion of the spmiotu birdi 
of Vinior Ali was not a pariaai rumoui' originating in 
enmity or interest ^ bis accession; that it bos ever 
invmiably and unlvonally prevailed, in oppomtion 
to tho acknowledgment of him aa his son liy tho 
Nabob, Azoff-al-DowIali, which never ohtalned cre¬ 
dit with a single human being; and tliat the truUi 
of it is uow cstabMod by the clear, posiUve, aud cir- 
cumatautial evidence of Zehseen Ali Khan,* which 
carries with it tho fullest conviction of its Imtb, as 
woU from bis character as &om his situation, whi^ 

* *nH! peraoa in wboM houac ihc mother of Vizier Ah v&fi a 
me&isl, and where he vru horn. 
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CUAF. siv. oimbled hixi> and him only, to Imve a persoHAt imow- 
ledge of the ciicumataiices which ho Has detailed. 
In hiB house Visipr All was horn, and he paid the 
pui'chaso'inoney % him to his mother. That evi¬ 
dence BO clear wn& to bo obtained was not indeed 
within tlie probability of expectation.”* 

Few unbiassed persons, after an examinatien of the 
evidence, wiU arrive at a conclusion different from 
that of the governor-general; yet it cannot but ex- 
oito smprise that, with a realdent at the court of 
Lucknow whose duty it was to watch and to report 
to the government which ho represented every thing 
of the slightest public importance, iho general disbe¬ 
lief of the claim of the recogiuised sou of Che sovereign 
to the inhehtanco for which be was dostined should 
bavo been either unknown or disregarded by tho 
Biitlsh government. Tho Jattor, however, appears 
to have been tho fact. Before the death of AsoF-ol- 
Dowdab, tho witness, on whoso evidence Sir John 
Shore relied and acted, had communicat ed to the ge-^ 
ddent, part at least, of the facts which ho afterwards 
opened more fully to the governor-general. Strange 
does it appear that they excited no ^eater degree of 
attention—that no partioolar investigation of them 
then took place—that all inquiry into the oondicting 
claims of candidates for the succession was postponed 
till it was necessary to decide at once between them; 
when, as Vas certainly far from improbable, the ques¬ 
tion was improperly determined. It argues little for 
the activity of the resident, or of tho governor •geDCiat, 
* ISCb J4aoiiryi 1708. 
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that such should have Ihean the fact. Oixe or both chap. xit. 
must 2 iaTe deserved great blame. The most proba- 
ble solution of the difficulty is, that Sir John Slioio’e 
almost mviucihLe habit of loavlag affiurs to settle 
thcTQselves led him to acquiesce iu tho rocognition of 
a title T?hioh he could not but feel to he question¬ 
able, and this view Is not inconsistent vith his ovu 
language, The consideration of tlie queetion was 
at length, as he says, forced upon him ; he took it 
up upon compuleion, but he investigated it with an 
eainost desire to discover’ the tnitli, and his doci^i 
was a sound and an hou^t one. 

The elder begum, though she had supported Vizier 
had given *oflence by dissuading him from cer¬ 
tain acts of indecorum and extravagance* and in 
return for the good advice expended on him, the 
Vbier I’ecoraraendcd her withdrawal to Fyzahad. 

The £ngUeli govsnimcnt, however, had found it e]i- 
podlent to intimate to the begum that her interfer- 
jntc in public aSaiis might bo dispensed with; and 
this communication tended to allay her I’esent- 
niunt towards thoYisier and turn it on the English. 

. Her chief adviser was a rich and powei ful frequenter 
of the court of Lucknow, named Aliuaa, who had 
long heon regarded as a determined enemy to the 
influence of the Brifcisli government. Almas, how¬ 
ever, suddenly sought an interview ^th the native 
mmister, whose communications hnd led to the in¬ 
quiries instituted by Sir John Sliore, and fell in 
with what he was satisfied was the course of the 
prevailing current, by making heavy complaints of 
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our. XIr. ViKior AUi whom he deaigmi^d in terms the most 
opprobrious. Ho spoko of tLo baseness of tiie 
Viziar’s bii-th, and the prodigocy of his cbnractor; 
declared that the bogum ectiroly disapproved of bis 
coDdiicC. and that it was tho earnest wish, both of 
her and himself, that tho loigning prbico should be 
(lojtosod, and Ids plneo supplied by one of two bro* 
Ihure of the Into sovoroign, wliom ho named, Lo tho 
oxoluslon not only of all tltoi'cputod sons of Azoif-al- 
Dowlalj, but also of Saadut Ali, tho undoubted Ijeu* 
to tho tlirone, if the children of the late Visier wero 
spurious. Tlio minlstor recommended him to opou 
his views to tho govoi'noivgoneiivl, and to him he 
held ImiguAgo similar to that which he hml pre¬ 
viously ompioyod. Ho subsequently ropcatod it in 
the pmsonce of the oflleev in command of tiic Bri¬ 
tish foice in Oude^ and these commuuicntions wero 
important in pi'eparing tho way for that which was 
to follow, as they enabled die English authoritioe 
to obtain a distinct admission of Vixior All's dofec- 
tire tide from the party most likely to defoud it, in 
opposition to that of tho I’ightfu) claimant. True it 
waa that the begum and Almas supported other can¬ 
didates, and not Saadut Ah, but the claim of Vizier 
Ali was abandoned by all capable of rendering effi¬ 
cient aid in uphold mg it. Tho strange euccessiou 
of intrigues which had ffiUowed tho death of A2ofT- 
ol-Dowlah are thus recounted hy Sir John Shore; 
—Tho preceding detail furnishes a history which 
has been rarely paralleled. Vjzior All, without any 
title in the public estimation, was elevated to tlu< 
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musiiud by the selection of the bognni] &n<l &ct cbap. xiv. 
of the resident and minister. He was coiifirmed 
upon It by the Bcktiowled|;meat of his title by tho 
Company, and their deokrataon to support it. With-* 
ont that aoknowledgment and support he would 
have been opposed by Almas, whose iniluencd over 
the begum would liaTe gained her consent to his 
deposition. The declarations of Almas on his depar> 
ture from Lucknow were equivalent to a renunok- 
tion of aUcglonco to the Vizier All, and hit measures 
were so suspicious os to excite general alarm. Vizier 
All immodlatoly began to act in opposition to the 
indneucQ and interesU of the Company, and the in- 
of the begum in the administration of 
ntTmrs produced disorder. The begum and Visler 
AU were not then united. She censured and cozl« 
domned bis conduct; ho iblt sore under her control, 
and urged her departure to Fyzabad. Am inUmation 
to the begmn to withdraw her mterferenco united 
them, and under their union the most ‘violent and 
insnltlng measures to the Companywere adopted. 

The begum, fh^zn whatever motives, now disclaims 
Vizier Ali, as ille^tiinate* and unqualided; aud 
proposed to depose the person of her choice, and 
transfei* the succession to tlie sons of Shoojah>ad> 

Dowinh. The proposition is brought forvvard by 
Almoa, who joins in it” This extraoidinary succes¬ 
sion of Uicideuts gives occasion to a very character- 

* This a not otiicCly eorroct: it wu uot alleged that Vlder 
AK wna dJegjbmatc. it vas denied tliat ho wu the son of Azoff- 
id-Dowltil) »t bU. 
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CHAP. xiT. isbio romark ou the part of the goTernor-general: 

" If," says he, “the interests of tlio Company and 
humanity, the reputation of the Company for ho¬ 
nour and jusdee, did not oppose the measure, my own 
feelings would have induced me to withdraw from 
a scene of so much embanassincnt" tie could not 
witlidraw, but his mind appoma to Lave heen greatly 
divided as to tho course wliich he should toko, 
llo soiiously entertained tlie tliought of continuing 
Vizier AU on tho throne, and endoavonriog to contiol 
liiTTi through the hegum. As a temptotiou to adopt 
this course, the begum had offhred to make an ad¬ 
dition to the annual subsidy. Such a plan would 
have given to Jior and her ally, Almas, all that thoy 
wished; hut no ouo cau believe that it would havo 
been beneficial to tlio interests of the British govorsj- 
meixt. Another mode wliicb occurred to the mind of 
tho goversor-genoral was, to place tlie administration 
of the afRurs of Onde directly \mder the control of 
the Comptmy'e govemmeut. But this, bo observed 
could only continue during the minority of Vizier 
All (who wQs seventeen years of age), and he deemed 
such a plan open to weighty objections. With much 
hesitation, he chose the right course; and as his cou- 
duct was the result of deep and anxious considemtion, 
the reasoning by whicli he was finally dcteimined is 
deserving of notice. “ The preceding statement of 
facts and inibrmation," »udhe, suggested questions 
of very serious embarrassment, The coiu'sc of my 
investigation into tiie birth of Virier AB had weak¬ 
ened or subverted all the grounds upon which our 
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acknovlodgment of bis title bad been mode: the CB/s.xm 
acknowledgment of him as hia son hy the late Na- 
]>ob—Ilia birth in the harem*—the force of the Ma^ 
hometazL law in faTOur of that acknowledgmdtit<^ 
the ^parent estisfoction of the inhabitants at Luck¬ 
now at his elevation, and the deoiaiou of the elder 
begutn in hia fovour. It proved, that if the succession 
to the muBuud of Ondo had hoeu suspended during 
the first interval of surpriae and confosion attending 
the sudden death of the Nabob Azoif-ai-Dowlali, 
and if on appeal had been made to the unbiassed 
voice of the people as a juiy, their verdict would have 
pronounced Viaier All, and all the sons of the late Na- 
hob* spurioQs—destitute of any title to the musuud; 
and that the eons of Shoojah-ad-Dowkh had an un¬ 
deniable right to it. The evidence of Zehseen esta¬ 
blished to my euUro eoDviction the justice and truth 
of the public sentiment; and I hod the mortifica¬ 
tion to learn that the rei>utation of tlxe Company 
had safiered by on act which, in the opinion of all 
reputable people, had been no leas disgraceful than 
luijust. It was irupossihle to silence these impres¬ 
sions by ai'guing that tbo government had not di¬ 
rectly interfered in deciding upon the recession, 
since, in tho opinion of ail, Vizier Ali’s elevation 
was conridcrod an act of the English government; 
and it is certain that, without their acknowledgment 
and support, he could nothavo maintrined his situa- 

* SSir John Sboie should have said his alleged birlh in fins 
harem. Vizier Ali wns not bom in the baiem. but m the bouse 
of Zohseen AU Khan. 
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CHAP. XIV. tioo. On the ofcLor hand, it might bo argued, tljaC the 
state of the caeo ttos now altered; that the Nabob 
having been acknowledged, and thatacknowledgznent 
confirmed, the queetlon was no longer open to deci¬ 
sion ; that the discredit of tho act had been incurred, 
and that tlio reputation of the Company would not 
now he restored by an act which, in tho drat instance, 
would havo promoted It; that the pnhlio wovo in 
some degree reconciled to the succession of Visior 
AJ!, who had gained many partlBans.” 

The objection above noticed is combated by tho 
govcmoi'-general, after reference to precedent, by 
arguing, “ that our acknowlodgmeut of Vbier Ali in 
the fiiet instance had been extorted by Die urgcimy 
of tho ease, and that the more deliberate couhimatiou 
of it was mado upon presumption whicli could not be 
set aside upon ^ evidence or information before 
U3 ;^that the publio sonse of Vizier AH's wmrt of all 
idtlo to tho muanud had undergone no revolution, 
nor ever could;—that thero is not a man living who 
over believed him to be tho son of Azoff-al-Dovr- 
lab, or to have a. shadow of right to the musnudU 
on the contrary, that in Lucknow be is getferaUy 
known to he the son of a Praush; and if his future 
oharaoter should prove as abandoned as it promises 
to be, the disgrace atteudhig his elevation to the 
musnnd would bo perpetuated;—that although many 
were now reconciled to Ihs title fiom various mo> 
tjyes—the support of the Company, his libemlity, 
influence, interest, or indifference—that men of iho 
most respectabUity, who wera not biassed by such 
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motiTee, bftd not obanged tbelr sentimontfi cpon it.*’ chap. xfT. 
The goreraor-general tbns cciitmues:—** The inves* 
titure of Vizier A )i, in the words of Abdul Loteef.was 
doubtless considered hy all men of respeotability as an 
not of i^jostioe to the immedlato descendants of Shoo* 

. jafeoad-Dowli^ as the rightful heirs; and no one gare 
the Company credit for acting from motiTes of sup* 
posed justice, hut all ascribed their achnowlodgment 
of Vizier AH to the political e;rpectation of eet&y 
blishing a more easy and oflectlTe influence in Cade 
flum they otherwise could. If so, with a ceHcdnty 
that the soutimente of Abdul LaCeef were geno- 
ral, with evidence that they aio well founded, the 
apolitical reputation of the Company can only he 
restored by the estahliahment of a family In the 
musnud which in the universal opinion has an ex¬ 
clusive right to it. Wherever that opinion extends, 
the justice and reputation of the Company must be 
affected by con£rming tbo succession of an empire 
to the son of a Frau^. If Saadut All has a right 
to the muBuud, upon what grounds can wo defend 
the denial of it ? Whilst the presumption was in 
favour of Vizier All, wo detoimined to maintain his 
title, not only against Saadut Ali, hut i^nst all 
opposition. That presumption is done away, and 
the right of Saadut Ali, as the representative of 
the family of Shoojah-ad-BowIah, stands undenl- 
able by justice and univeraal opinion. It may be 
argnod that they are not bound to run the risk 
of hostilities in support of it; and the avgumeut 
would he unansworthlo if we could withdraw from 
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3CIT. all inteifei'enco ia tlio qaestioo, op if onriAterfereLCO 
(lid not amount to a donia) of hid riglit. TLe be^im 
and Almas, by their admission that YMer All has 
no title to the musnud, and by their propositiou to 
invest Mirza Jungly,* on whatever principle It may ^ 
bo founded, have precluded tUomeolvos from all 
right of oppoarion to the claims of Soadut Ali, T 
do not mean to fiosert tlmt they will not ojiposo Iur 
claim against the support of tlio BngllsU; but having 
adhiitted the superior right of Shoojah-ad-Dowlfili’e 
sous, thw opposition to the representative of that 
family would prove a total dereliction of all regard 
to right and principle ou their parts, and a deter¬ 
mination to maintain their own intoicsts ogninat all 
opposition. Oa the other hand, as every act of in- 
josticG is tlio parent of more, we must not overlook 
the future possible consequences of denying that 
right to Snadut Ali. to which, in the opinion of all, 
hie rible etande good. Wo arc so implicated in our 
connection with Onde, tluit we cannot withdraw 
from it, and we ai^c so sitnated in it, that without a 
deciaive infruance in its administration ws 
b ave any security. The consequences of such v situa¬ 
tion m^ht be fhtal if the government of the counfciy 
were secretly hostile to us, and such, in my judg- 
menti would be the aituorion of tlie Company under 
the administration of Vizier Ali, admitting that we 
cdnld extort from him Allaliabad, a j>ocunmry com- 
pensaticHi, and an annual addition to the subsidy; 
he must be put under reatrlctions, tlio begum mnat 

* A younger brolber of Saadut All. ' 
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J '.^e compelled to relinquieb all interference in tbe 
a admlmstmtion, and the power of Almas mnst he 
reduced; without this, which would be equivalent to 
^ fieldug the administration of government into our 
^. own hands, all attempts to improve tbe administra¬ 
tion of the Goontiy and render tZie situation of the 
Company secoro would be froitleea.” Ailer adverU 
ing to the difficolty of finding proper instruments 
fbr efibcting this, the governor-general adds:—The 
restrictions which fiiust be imposed upon Vizier 
AU would never be borne by him, but iindei* a 
secret determination to embrace the first opportu¬ 
nity of shakb^g oE” 

bssnaiks eontain much that admits of 
r fiJ'v^der application than the events which oalled 
^ thorn forth, and it is priucipally for this reason tliat 
they have been quoted at length. They contain an 
ufianswemble justification of the course which tbe 
govomor-goneral ultimately determined to pursue— 
I granting the facts ou which it waa baaod, which in- 
L died scarcely admitted of doubt. It is only to be 
kliuucntcd that theso facte were not ascertained at air 
y earlier period* Aftor the scries of avgumente which 
f|it?e boon quoted. Sir John Shore briefly adverted 
to some pc2TfK^nal objectiem? to his acting agmnst 
Vizier Ali, grounded on their being on apparently 
amicable terms, and on the govomor-genoral's dis- 
liko to all deception. It is impossible not to be 
struck with tbe delicacy of sentiment which these 
objeotious display, and equally impossible not to ad- 
' taire tUo doternunation with which tliey were vcin- 
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him to «4^es$e ia thd e^lsUag state of 
. things* hut he 41d cot ;^eld to their iiLflue&oe. 

. Stedut AU waa restored to Us right throt^^^e 
' agency of the British goveroment* and the ustzr^^ 
compelled to vithdrav to a private station, ^tb ait 
aUowanoe for his support* proportioned, not to his 
iu,tural place among men, hut to that -which he had 
for a time so strangely occupied. By the treaty 
’vthioh ddtentdned the rations of the new Vizier 
and the English, the annu&t eubridy was fisE&d at 
seventy-six lacs, and the fort of AJlshaW^ snrren.* ; 

. r dare d to the latter power, The English force in Oud^^ 

. was to ^ ordinarily kept up to ten thousand, an^fW] 

. if It at any time exceeded thirteen thousand, ^o 

■U Yisi&s was to pay for the number iu excess; whilst it 

. it were allowed to &11 below e^ht choused, 4 pto- 
pGriaonata deductloa was to be made. 'Twelve lace 
were to be paid to the English ae ocnx^enBatmn for 
the expense of planing Saadcd Ah on the throng 
^ «iLd be was restfsdned ixota holding conuntmioiM^. 

1 'wtch any fow^ steto, employing o^iy • 

^’ permttttng anyto settle m his domlnfow^^hout tl^i 
^consent of his Bridlril afijt 
. Sir John Shore’s administration presents nothing 
?W'*, for report. He was elevated to an Irish,, 

' • pWBOge by the title of Lord Teignmouth, and^ 
-quitted l^ia irv March,. 1708. 
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